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            This letter takes a serious stance against hypocrisy and religiosity. James describes the evil of an uncontrolled tongue that flatters the rich and boasts of proud plans. Don't look for pious platitudes here. Expect to find a series of forceful, specific, and practical instructions that will help you develop an authentic Christian life.
James, along with the epistles of Peter, John, and Jude, is part of the so-called general epistles, because they are not addressed to any Christian church in particular. The letter contains very little doctrine. It focuses on morality, ethics, and the practical demonstration of personal faith.
James, pastor of the church in Jerusalem for 30 years, working with the Jewish people, writes to the Jews scattered throughout various regions. They were already falling away from grace, depending too much on faith and forgetting the works of faith.
The book of James is a basic description of the relationship between faith and works. The Jewish Christians to whom James wrote were so deeply rooted in the Mosaic law and its system of works that he spent a lot of time explaining to them the difficult truth that no one is justified by the works of the law (Galatians 2:16). He declares to them that even if they tried their best to keep all the various laws and rituals, which is impossible to do, and transgressed the smallest part of the law, this made them guilty of the whole law (James 2:10) because the law is one entity and to break one part of it is to break the whole.
The reason was that Jewish Christians relied too much on faith and did not touch on practice (works of faith) at all. James writes for this reason and to correct some related details. Written to the Jews scattered abroad. It seems that they are tempted to want to get rich.
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Continuing our journey through the Bible, we come to the New Testament to begin our study in the universal epistle of James. This is the first of a group of epistles usually called the General Epistles, which includes James, first and second Peter, first, second and third John and Jude. They have been designated as "general" or "catholic epistles" in the sense that they are universal, not having been addressed to any particular individual or church, but to the church as a whole. First of all, let us say something about the writer:

The problem of the identity of the author is important. There is no doubt that James wrote his epistle; but which James was its author? Some find at least four men who bore the name James in the New Testament. I think we can find three who were clearly identified.

(1) James the brother of John and one of the sons of Zebedee. These two men were called by the Lord Jesus Christ "sons of thunder". Now, this James was killed by Herod, who at the same time sent Simon Peter to prison (Acts 12:1 and 2).

(2) We have then, the second James mentioned, commonly identified as James the younger, was the son of Alphaeus. He was mentioned in the list of apostles, but very little is known about him. In this case we automatically set him aside as the author of this epistle.

(3) Next, we have the third James, or Jacob, and he was the Lord's brother. He was the son of Mary and Joseph, that is, he was a half-brother of the Lord Jesus Christ. In Matthew chapter 13, verse 55, we read: 55Is not this the carpenter's son? is not his mother's name Mary, and his brethren James, Joseph, Simon and Judas? At the beginning of the ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ his brothers did not believe in Him, but the time came when James, or Jacob, became the leader of the church in Jerusalem. In chapter 15 of the book of Acts, we find that he presided over the great council of Jerusalem. At least he summarized all the issues that had been discussed and urged the council to make a decision under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. We are also of the opinion that the apostle Paul referred to him in his epistle to the Galatians, chapter 2, verse 9, when he wrote: 9and recognizing the grace that was given to me, James, Cephas and John, who were considered as pillars, gave to me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, that we should go to the Gentiles (or non-Jews) and they to those of the circumcision (i.e., to the Jews). Therefore, we believe that this James or James was the author of this letter. Now, we will say something about the time the letter was written i.e. the:

Date

This epistle was written approximately between 45 and 50 AD. Now, there are some who have said that James wrote his epistle to combat Paul's teachings; they argue that James emphasized works while Paul emphasized faith. However, the first epistle of the apostle Paul, which was the First Epistle to the Thessalonians, was written between the years 52 and 56. Therefore, even Paul's first epistle was not written until after the epistle of James, which was the first book to be written of the New Testament. Next we will say something about:

James and Paul

It is clear that the subject of James was not works but faith - which is the same subject that Paul dealt with; but James emphasized what faith produces. Both James and Paul talked a lot about faith and works, they presented the two aspects of justification by faith, which are clearly seen in Paul's writings.

(1) First, regarding faith, we will say that we are not justified by works. The Apostle Paul wrote 8For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9Not of works, lest any man should boast (Ephesians 2:8-9). And the Apostle Paul also wrote: 5He saved us, not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy...(as we can read in Titus 3:5).

(2) Secondly, regarding works, we will say that we are justified by works. In chapter 3, of the epistle to Titus, verse 8, Paul wrote: 8This is a faithful saying, and on these things I want you to insist firmly, so that those who believe in God may be diligent to engage in good works. Now, in his letter to the Ephesians, chapter 2, verse 10, the apostle Paul also wrote: For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.

Faith is the root of salvation. And the apostle Paul emphasized this aspect. Works are the fruit of salvation - and this is what James emphasized. Or, perhaps we can put it this way: faith is the cause of salvation, and works are the result of salvation.

When the Apostle Paul said that works would not save one, he was speaking about the works of the law. And when James emphasized that works were essential, he was speaking of the works of faith, not the works of the law. He said, in his chapter 2, verse 18, 18But someone will say, You have faith and I have works. Show me your faith without your works and I will show you my faith by my works. God watches us and sees what is in our heart and He knows if you believe or not, this is justification by faith. But your neighbor cannot see your heart, he can only judge by your works, the fruit of your faith. Now, ending our introduction, we are going to talk about the

Topic

We consider two verses as key in this epistle of James. The first one we see in the first chapter, verse 22, where he says:

"Be doers of the word and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves."

And the second one we find in chapter 2, verse 20, which says:

"But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead?"

The Epistle of James deals with the ethics of Christianity, and not with its doctrine. The writer was going to focus on the practical aspect, but without departing from the subject of faith. Evidently, the apostle James was a very practical man. Tradition has it that he was given a nickname, and that nickname was "the knees of an old camel," because he spent so much time on his knees in prayer.

Because of its practical nature, this epistle has been compared to the book of Proverbs, and also to the Sermon on the Mount. James' argument was that justification by faith is demonstrated by works; and justification by faith must be placed in the test tubes of works (chapters 1 and 2), of words (chapter 3), of worldliness (chapter 4), and also includes a warning to the rich (chapter 5). A brief outline of this epistle divides it into the following three parts:

1. VERIFICATION OF GENUINE FAITH (Chapters 1-3).

1. God proves faith by trials. 1:1-12. There is a twofold result: development of patience in this life (v. 3); reward in the hereafter (v. 12).

2. God does not test faith by evil. 1:13-21. Evil comes from within us, from the sinful nature, v. 14.

3. God tests faith by the Word, not by the words of men, 1:22-37. Actions, not doctrine, is the final test: for to know, is not enough.

4. God tests faith by attitude and action with respect to persons. 2:1-13.

5. God proves faith by good works. 2:14-26. Abraham was an illustration of works, (v.21).

6. God tests faith by the tongue. Chapter 3. What is in the heart will come out through the mouth.

II. LACK OF CONTENT OF WORLDLINESS (Chapter 4) Worldliness is identified in strife and the spirit of dissension; vv. 1 and 2.

III. WARNING TO THE RICH OPPRESSORS AND VALUE OF THE IMMINENT COMING OF CHRIST. Chapter 5. Christ's soon coming produces patience, vv. 7, 8, and prayer, vv. 13-18.

1. Riches are a worry, warning to the rich, 5:1-6.

2. Christ's coming constitutes comfort, 5:7-12.

3. Prayer of the righteous is a power, 5:13-20.

James 1

Well, in the introduction we already emphasized that this epistle of James constitutes a very practical book, dealing with the ethics of Christianity, rather than with its doctrine. James would indeed focus his attention on practical matters, but the theme of faith can be seen present throughout the epistle. The emphasis falls, then, on the works produced by faith. In the first three chapters he spoke about the verification of genuine faith and introduced us to some of the ways in which God tests our faith. Let us then read verse 1 of this first chapter of the letter of James, which heads a paragraph that states that:

God tests faith in trials and difficulties

"James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad: greetings."

In the opening sentence James, servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, the term "servant" literally corresponds to a slave. I do not know what would have happened in your case, dear reader, but if I had been the Lord's half-brother from a human point of view, somewhere in this epistle I would have made it known. I would have introduced the fact in a pious and humble way, but surely I would have made means for the reader to learn of that relationship. However, James did not act in this way. Instead, he qualified himself as a slave of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Now, at first, the Lord Jesus' human brothers did not believe that He was the Son of God. After all, they had grown up with Him and played with Him. They had watched Him grow up. They had observed that He was someone out of the ordinary, but they did not believe that He was the Savior of the world. Our Lord Jesus Christ was so human here on earth that even His own brothers did not believe in Him at first. Of course, one's own family is always the hardest people to reach; however, they are precisely the ones we should reach. James came to know the Lord Jesus Christ, not only as his blood brother, but as his own Savior, and became a slave of the Lord. Let us note that when James addresses Him, he does so with His full name, the Lord Jesus Christ. In that way, James was saying "He is my Lord". Jesus was his human name and James knew him as Jesus, his half-brother, but he also knew him as Christ, as the Messiah who had come and died for the sins of the world. Jesus was not simply a name, but was called Jesus because He would save His people from their sins.

The letter was then addressed to the twelve tribes who are in the dispersion. Health. Now, obviously, James was referring to the believers in Israel. He was writing to the Jewish Christians of his day. After all, the first church was made up entirely of Jews for a considerable period of time. Some non-Jews converted to the Christian faith and later, a great spiritual renewal arose in the very center of the Roman Empire, in the area where Turkey is today. That is where the seven churches of Asia Minor were located. But James, evidently writing before that event took place, was addressing the Jewish believers.

Now in speaking of the 12 tribes that are in the dispersion we remember that some speak today of the "lost ten tribes of Israel", but in reality, no tribe was lost. God scattered them all over the world. They did not settle in England or the United States, although there are many Jews in both countries. They reached every continent of the world, including a large population in Russia, and some in China and Japan. That was a real world dispersion. So, as we have already said, James wrote this letter to the believing Jews of that time who had dispersed to various countries.

This verse 1 ends by saying: health. We believe that this translation is somewhat forced, unnatural, because the Greek term literally means "Rejoice". He was not a person with a sour character. He was a person who had a lot of life inside him.

And next, James set out to tell us about the joy experienced under unusual circumstances. In the second verse of this chapter 1, he says:

"My brethren, rejoice deeply when you meet various trials."

Here we are told of various trials. In other words, dear reader, when you are having problems, do not start lamenting as if something terrible has happened to you. Even if every problem causes us an initial negative impact, you should rejoice, and consider it a reason to rejoice that God is testing you in this way.

In fact, the question that often arises is whether the Christian is to experience deep joy in all the problems and stresses of life. Frankly, the answer is no - this was not what James was saying. It would lead one to speak of an unreality to say that one is reconciled to God's will when problems beset him, when he is not really reconciled. Some people are quick to say piously that they have accepted God's will, and yet they reflect sadness or bitterness on their faces. Dear reader, you will not be reconciled to God's will until you can experience that joy.

James went on to make it clear that God does not send us problems because of the importance those problems may have; they are not an end in themselves. And verse 3 of this first chapter of James states:

"Knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience."

God has a purpose in mind, dear reader. You can count on it. The writer was here talking about the attitude of your heart toward your troubles. The tense in the original Greek (aorist tense) suggests that joy should be the result of the trial. Recall that when we were studying chapter 12 of the epistle to the Hebrews, we said that the method God uses in the life of the believer is to correct, to teach, through discipline, which can literally refer to the education of a child. Trials and suffering make no sense, and the very fact that God tests us is irrational, unless there is a good purpose for it. God says that there is a good reason for testing us, and that reason is good. The apostle Paul said, in his epistle to the Romans, chapter 8, verse 28: 28We know, moreover, that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. When the outward pressures of trial are felt upon us, and we are placed in the fires of adversity, tragedy and suffering, the attitude of faith should be to believe that God has permitted those trials for a purpose and that He has a high and noble goal in view. And we can know that God is at work and producing something in our lives.

We hasten to add that this does not necessarily mean that we will understand the purpose God has in those trials. This is the test of faith. We live by faith, and not by what we see. Someone said in the Middle Ages that God does not do anything or allow anything to happen, but that which we would allow, if we could see through all the facts, as well as He can.

Now, what are some of the purposes that result from the test of faith? James said that trouble is a positive test of genuine faith. Let us present an illustration. There are some aircraft factories that allow visitors to observe the process of preparing for the production of a new aircraft model. To begin with, engineers present a new design. And, of course, plans are made, and then miniature models are built. Then these engineers test the models. And then, construction of the aircraft itself begins. It may take a year or two, and then out of one of those construction plants comes a new aircraft. Then the questions arise: Will that plane fly? How will it perform? Will it stand up to testing? The test pilot takes that plane, and he takes it to the landing field, and from there it takes off. When the pilot is already in the air, he conducts different tests with that aircraft. And then, when that plane has proven to be everything the manufacturer said it was, people have confidence in that plane, and one of the transportation companies buys it and takes it to the airport, where the passengers board it, and that's how it becomes a reliable and useful means of transportation. In the same vein, a gold prospector takes a certain ore to an office for an assayer, who is a specialist in testing precious metals, to determine whether it is gold or silver. The assayer places it under the fire, and will pour some acid on it, and then he will give his opinion whether the precious metal is genuine or not. In the same way, God puts faith to the test to prove whether it is genuine. Someone has expressed it as follows: "the acid of pain tests the coin of believing". And this is very true.

God tests our faith for a purpose. James said well: the testing of your faith produces patience. He tests us so that He can produce patience in our lives. 
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James 1:3-11
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Dear reader, our journey through the universal epistle of James, which we began in our previous study. And we found this to be a very practical book. In the first three chapters, James presents us with the verification of genuine faith. God examines faith first with trials and difficulties, and that's where we find ourselves in the first twelve verses of this first chapter 1 of the epistle of James. Later, in later studies we will see that God does not test faith by evil, that God tests faith by the Word, and not by the word of man. God tests faith by attitude and action with respect to people. God tests faith by good works, and God tests faith by the tongue. This, then, will be the content of the first three chapters of this epistle.

James went on to make it clear that God does not send us problems because of the importance that those problems may have; they are not an end in themselves. And verse 3 of this first chapter of James states:

"Knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience."

God has a purpose in mind, dear reader. You can count on it. The writer was here talking about the attitude of your heart toward your problems. The tense in the original Greek (aorist tense) suggests that joy should be the result of the trial. Recall that when we were studying chapter 12 of the epistle to the Hebrews, we said that the method God uses in the life of the believer is to correct, to teach, through discipline, which can literally refer to the education of a child. Trials and suffering make no sense, and the very fact that God tests us is irrational, unless there is a good purpose for it. God said that there is a good reason to test us, and that reason is good. The apostle Paul said, in his epistle to the Romans, chapter 8, verse 28: 28We know, moreover, that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. When the outward pressures of trial are felt upon us, and we are placed in the fires of adversity, tragedy and suffering, the attitude of faith should be to believe that God has permitted those trials for a purpose and that He has a high and noble goal in view. And we can know that God is at work and producing something in our lives.

We hasten to add that this does not necessarily mean that we will understand the purpose God has in those trials. This is the test of faith. We live by faith, and not by what we see. Someone said in the Middle Ages that God does not do anything or allow anything to happen, but that which we would allow, if we could see through all the facts, as well as He can.

Now, what are some of the purposes that result from the test of
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