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The Origin of the State Name: Exploring the Native American roots of "Illinois."
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●  The name "Illinois" is derived from the Native American Algonquian language, specifically from the word "iliniwok," meaning "those who speak normally."

●  French explorers and settlers first encountered the Illinois Native American tribe in the 1670s, which led to the adoption of the name for the state.

●  Illinois is often referred to as the "Land of Lincoln" due to its association with Abraham Lincoln, the 16th President of the United States.

●  The state of Illinois was officially admitted to the Union as the 21st state on December 3, 1818.

●  Before European settlement, the region that is now Illinois was inhabited by various Native American tribes, including the Illinois, Miami, and Shawnee.

●  The Illinois state flag features a bald eagle holding a banner with the state motto, "State Sovereignty, National Union."

●  Chicago, the largest city in Illinois, was originally a small settlement called "Fort Dearborn" in the early 19th century.

●  Illinois is known for its diverse geography, including the fertile plains of central Illinois and the rugged terrain of southern Illinois.

●  The state flower of Illinois is the violet, while the state tree is the white oak.

●  Illinois is home to the "Miles and Miles of Smiles" dental clinic, where children can receive free dental care.

●  The world's first skyscraper, the Home Insurance Building, was constructed in Chicago in 1885.

●  The Chicago River was famously reversed in 1900 to prevent pollution from flowing into Lake Michigan.

●  Illinois is a leading producer of corn and soybeans in the United States.

●  The state's official snack food is popcorn.

●  Springfield, the capital of Illinois, is home to the Lincoln Tomb State Historic Site.

●  Illinois has a diverse climate, with hot summers and cold winters, making it suitable for agriculture.

●  The state is known for its deep-dish pizza, a culinary creation that originated in Chicago.

●  The Chicago Cubs, one of the oldest baseball teams in the U.S., play their home games at Wrigley Field.

●  The Great Chicago Fire of 1871 led to significant changes in urban planning and fire safety regulations.

●  The city of Metropolis, Illinois, is famous for its Superman statue and annual Superman Celebration.

●  The Illinois State Capitol building in Springfield features a distinctive domed design.

●  The state's official insect is the monarch butterfly.

●  The Illinois River flows for approximately 273 miles through the state.

●  Illinois is home to several important universities, including the University of Illinois and Northwestern University.

●  The state's official dance is the square dance.

●  Illinois was a key battleground during the American Civil War, with many soldiers from the state serving in the Union Army.

●  The Chicago Water Tower, one of the few buildings to survive the Great Chicago Fire, is now a historic landmark.

●  The "L" train system in Chicago is one of the oldest in the United States.

●  The Cahokia Mounds State Historic Site in southern Illinois preserves the remains of an ancient Native American city.

●  Illinois is home to several notable museums, including the Art Institute of Chicago and the Museum of Science and Industry.

●  The state song of Illinois is "Illinois."
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