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1.  Preamble
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Love not Allegiance
(A Sonnet)
If I am remembered O Soldier of Destiny,
Remember me with love not allegiance.
If you place me on the altar of your heart,
Make it not exclusive but exude acceptance.
When the darkness around bothers you,
Bask all you want in my timeless light.
But when you see others in darkness,
Forget your needs and serve with delight.
My heart will never leave your backbone,
So long as you have a cell crying for others.
I will receive honor and my highest reward,
When you annihilate yourself to wipe their tears.
I will keep burning through you for eternity,
Your actions will herald the victory of humanity.
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2.  Adopting Society
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I am the society, the society is me - this is the foundation stone of a civilized world. But at this very moment, these are mere words - a bunch of syllables stuck together. They are absolutely meaningless unless you feel them in the depths of your backbone. Truth not realized is truth wasted. You will know the truth when you become the truth.

So to build a civilized society mere book learning won't do, you must become one with society through every molecule in your body. So long as you and society are separate, troubles of the society will only multiply, but the moment you and society become one, those troubles will begin to drop, because oneness breeds responsibility and responsibility breeds solution.

Society is not just a word, it's a realization. Without this realization the very existence of humankind as a sapient species would turn into a myth. Harm done to the society is harm done to the self. But you can only feel this if you realize society in your veins, for through your veins flows the lifeblood of society.

Without the realization of society all knowledge brings out the worst in us, without us even being aware of it. Knowledge without a concern for others turns humans into savages - it does more harm than good. The worth of knowledge is to be measured based on whether it benefits others without discrimination. What good is your knowledge of five thousand books if it doesn't even help five people!

Use your knowledge to lift others - to lift the society. Destroy the self and place the society in its place. Rise up awakened by your humane fervor and announce to those around you - from this day forward I am adopting this neighborhood - the problems of each person in this neighborhood are now my problems - this day forward it's my responsibility to wipe the tears off your faces and turn them cheerful again.

Unless every cell in your body cries out in yearning - society, society, society - nothing good can ever happen to the world. Some may say, what about all the technological advancements that we have been making, don't they do good to the world! And my answer to this is - a world full of technological advancements but without a single caring heart, is more dead than alive.

In fact, that's the kind of world we've started to live in. Innovation after innovation after innovation, way beyond the actual necessity, has turned thinking humans into blind worshippers of technology. This way all we'll have left on this planet is technology, and humans will be mere extensions of those technologies that were initially invented to be extensions of the humans.

But mark you, technology is not at fault here, our recklessness is. Technology has no sentience of its own - it only follows our instructions. But what happens when we lose sight of the implications of that technology! Technology is the greatest feat of excellence that humankind has ever achieved, and I mean greatest, not one of the greatest, but the greatest, yet we have never truly understood the purpose of technology.

Hence, our own creation has now started to turn against us. Now, here I am by no means speaking against technology, I am merely pointing out its devastating implications that the vast majority of the population has remained blind to due to all the glare and glory of technology's beneficial aspects.

Without the soft and gentle hand of a human, no technology can ensure a healthy progress of humankind. Progress itself is meaningless, if in an attempt to get it, we lose all the sweetness of life. I am painstricken to say, today people value technology way more than they value a human. And if this continues, then we'll make progress alright, but that progress will hold no meaning to us.

Think about this a little. It takes merely a few months to build a fully functional humanoid robot, whereas Mother Nature took about 3.7 billion years to turn a single cell organism into a fully functional thinking and feeling human being. And how do we pay nature back - by acting all awestruck by the potential of machines while forgetting the worth of a human life around the corner. Shame on us! Are we this cheap and gullible!

Then there are other illusive human inventions that we have been paying more heed than human life - the invention of religion, the invention of race, the invention of nation, the invention of gender, the invention of intellectual supremacy, the invention of professional stature and so on.

It appears that humans value everything in the world except human life. But even if the whole human population start acting this way, which most of them do, we simply cannot accept it as mere human nature - we must do everything in our capacity to change that nature - yes, you heard right - we must do everything in our capacity to change that nature. Indifference to snobbery, bigotry and savagery turns them into the norm of a society – and only by standing up to such snobbery, bigotry and savagery, can we make sure that over time they lose their grip over the collective psyche of the society.
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3.  Life Lived for Others 
(A Sonnet)
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Life Lived for Others 
(A Sonnet)
Torrents of joy have brought me salvation,
Bearing jewels of inclusion and unification.
My mind and my whole being have gone lost,
Into the rising tides of humanizing assimilation.
Finally serenity has arrived at my doorstep,
When I opened I found the bridge to others.
Defying all agony and selfish insecurities,
I discovered the supreme sentience in their cheer.
Their joy is my joy and their worry is my worry,
It is my vow upon the sacred pyre of conscience.
I stand ready to become dust if it is needed,
I am my gift to them, their smiles my recompense.
There is no point in living for the shallow desires,
Cause life is not lived till it's lived for others.
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