
        
            [image: cover]
        


KEYS TO APOLOGETICS

EXPLORING THE MANDATE, THE MINDSET, AND
THE METHOD OF CHRISTIAN APOLOGETICS

Written by: Roderick Levi
Evans

*****

PUBLISHED BY:

Abundant Truth Publishing on
Smashwords

Keys to Apologetics

Exploring the Mandate, the Mindset, and
the Method of Christian Apologetics

Copyright ©2025 by Roderick L.
Evans

ISBN 13: 978-1-60141-646-9

Smashwords Edition License
Notes

This ebook is licensed for your
personal enjoyment only. This ebook may not be re-sold or given
away to other people. If you would like to share this book with
another person, please purchase an additional copy for each person
you share it with. If you're reading this book and did not purchase
it, or it was not purchased for your use only, then you should
return to Smashwords.com and purchase your own copy. Thank you for
respecting the author's work.

*****

Table of Contents

Introduction

Chapter1 - The Mandate of
Apologetics

The Search for Truth

The Foundation of
Apologetics

The Definition of
Apologetics

Chapters 2 - The Mindset of
Apologetics

Fading Traditionalism

Formulating Mindset

Chapter 3 – The Method
Apologetics

Discovering the Method

Discovering the Mentality

Chapter 4- Basic Apologetics for
Apologists

Key Verses on Apologetics

Bibliography


Introduction

God anoints and endows individuals with
gifts and talents to serve in the Church. However, some have missed
the very purpose of gifts and ministries in the Church. In the
Abundant Truth Leadership Series, we will endeavor to present a
proper foundation for believers to minister upon.

In this
publication

The publication brings emphasis to the
conviction that Christian apologetics is a responsibility for all
believers, not just a select few. It begins with a personal
relationship with Jesus and the presence of the Holy
Spirit.

Apologetics involves defending the
faith with meekness and fear, as mandated by Peter in his first
letter. Christians must be prepared mentally and spiritually to
defend their faith, especially in an age of relativism.


​Chapter 1-
The Mandate of Apologetics

What is truth? This question posed by
Pilate to Jesus has challenged philosophers, thinkers, and
theologians.

The Search for
Truth

However (like Pilate who walked away
after his inquiry) many who claim they are in search of truth
really have no interest in finding "truth" because it will demand a
lifestyle response.

Therefore, many make truth elusive,
especially where the divine is concerned, so no ultimate commitment
or rejection is required due to glorified agnosticism.

Though there have been distortions of
the Christian faith, doctrine, and practice, the core truth claims
of Christianity remain.

The Christian, today, has to be willing
to stand on the faith and have the proper approach, appeal, and
apparatus to defend the faith.

This chapter begins our discussion
concerning Christian apologetics among believers.

The Foundation of
Apologetics

When individuals hear the word
apologetics, they oftentimes feel this is reserved for a special
class of Christians who are well versed, educated, and hold some
sort of ecclesiastical accreditation or office.

However, anyone who has received Christ
is capable of engaging in apologetics. Apologetics does not begin
with study, research, knowledge of Hebrew and Greek, or a
comprehensive understanding of Church history (all of which are
important and will enhance one's ability as an
apologist).

However, it starts with a personal
relationship with Jesus Christ through the indwelling presence of
the Holy Spirit.

A personal encounter with the Christ
serves as the Christian's initial evidence of the reality of the
truth of God revealed in Christ. It is the basis for all true
apologetics.

The Definition of
Apologetics

Now, the question remains, what is
apologetics? Apologetics comes from a Greek word meaning "speaking
in defense." It is not complicated in its scope.

Every Christian who has received Christ
should be able to speak in defense of their faith and hope in
Him.

Each individual will be unique in how
they approach defending the faith. Some will do it in scholarly
settings and debates while others will defend the faith among
family, friends, and the community. It is a charge that is laid
upon all who have received God's gracious gift of
salvation.

It is not something to be afraid of. If
you have received Him and know the gospel message, you have the
necessary tools to stand as a Christian apologist.

In his first letter, Peter gives his
readers the mandate for speaking in defense of the faith; again, to
stand as Christian apologists.

But sanctify the Lord God in your
hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that
asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and
fear: Having a good conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of
you, as of evildoers, they may be ashamed that falsely accuse your
good conversation in Christ. I Peter 3:15-16

This call to be able to defend the
faith extends to Christian today. We cannot be afraid to say that
there is one truth which is revealed in Christ. In an age of
relativism, to assert that there is one truth that is seemed as
bigotry, ignorance, and arrogance.

However, we cannot allow cultural
criticism to hinder our kingdom witness. On today, ask Christ for
grace, strength and wisdom to stand in defense of the faith. In the
next two chapters, we will from the above verses, explore how to
engage in apologetics.

In the next chapter, we will discuss
"The Mindset of Apologetics." Until then, remain faithful to Him
who will never leave you nor forsake you.


Chapter 2 -
The Mindset of Apologetics

Relativism is an established doctrine
of today's society.

Fading
Traditionalism

Though there are those who hold to
traditional values with respect to culture and religion, the global
trend is to promote the idea of "personal truth."

This means that what is true for one,
may not be true for another: just out your own truth.

Because of this prevailing attitude
toward faith and spirituality, the Christian must be spiritually
and mentally prepared to engage in apologetics. The Christian must
have the proper mindset while standing in defense of the
faith.

Continuing Formulating
Mindset

our examination of I Peter 3:15-16, we
find that Peter gives us the proper mindset needed for effective
apologetics.

"...but sanctify Christ as Lord in your
hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks
you to give an account for the hope that is in you..." (I Peter
3:15a)

As opposed to the generalized theism
presented in society, the Christian has to have a passionate,
unwavering fear, reverence, and respect for the Christian faith and
the Lord of that faith, Jesus.

Peter commanded that the Lord be
sanctified in their hearts. The greek word used for “sanctify” here
means to make holy or consecrate.

If Jesus is not considered the only
true person of worship, then the Christian will not see the need to
defend the truth of God revealed in Christ.

Moreover, if they do, it will be for
the sake of lively conversation rather than an appeal to the
listener to receive Christ as the only way of salvation.

In addition to Christ being sanctified
in the believer's heart, Peter admonished them to be ready to give
an answer. The Christian has to be, in effect, "on
standby."

Regardless of the day or hour, they are
mentally prepared to defend their faith with a reasonable argument,
fueled by their hope of eternal life. The Christian's mindset has
to be governed by these exhortations of Peter to present an
effective witness of Jesus Christ.

In our next chapter, we will look more
specifically at the method and/or manner that one should adhere to
while in defense of the faith.


Chapter 3 -
The Method of Apologetics

A common expression is, "There is a
method to the madness." Though this expression is used to defend
someone's unorthodox ways to accomplish certain tasks, it partially
holds true for apologetics; namely, there is a method to defending
the faith.

Discovering the
Method

In our first two chapters, we briefly
addressed the mandate and the mindset of apologetics, respectively.
However, there is a method to do this from a biblical
perspective.

The method to apologetics does not
begin in following prescribed steps, but in the internal approach
of the one engaging in it.

Continuing our examination of I Peter
3;15-16, we find these words,"...with meekness and fear: fear:
Having a good conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of you, as
of evildoers, they may be ashamed that falsely accuse your good
conversation in Christ." (I Peter 3:15b-16)

Discovering the
Method

Peter admonished the believers to be
ready to defend the faith, but the method to be employed is
meekness and fear. This means that the believer should boldly
declare their faith out of a reverence of God and in an unoffensive
manner.

Though people will be offended by what
the Christian may say, the Christian's character should not be
called into question due to erratic, irrational, and demeaning
behavior as they defend the faith.

Peter tells them that meekness and fear
is needed as to not give the opposing side a valid reason to malign
the believer personally as an attempt to not hear their
message.

We see today that Christians have been
guilty of not defending the faith in meekness and fear. Some have
been highly offensive and ungodly in their approach.

Again, when we speak of offensive, we
mean using derogatory and demeaning language to expose sin and
ungodliness.

We can stand on the truth boldly
without resorting to ungodly tactics to make the biblical position
clear.

Remember, the goal of apologetics is
not to win a debate or argument, but to give individuals a clear
presentation of the gospel, that they, peradventure, will enter
into a

relationship with the Lord Jesus
Christ.

cover.jpg
,'- Abundant Truth International Ministries

te dse‘(,
ristian Apolfigetics

\|  Abndins T £osdsipSei

RODERICK LEVI EVANS





