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Dedicated
to all mums who hold the fort
and all people who fight bad guys.
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I am Rory Branagan. I am actually a

detective.






OPS/images/image030.jpg
22

It makes me feel as if my whole family
have been perched on the edge of a big,
high cliff all this time — and we're all
about to fall to our certain death.
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I'll tell you the whole story.
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P00 Voo

CHAPTER ONE:
Cow Pat

We set off to Ballycove right away.

It's one of those times when you know
you MUST tell your mum what you're
doing, but you can’t tell her the whole
truth, or she’ll kill you.
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I find her with her head in the
dishwasher.

‘Mum,’ I say. “‘What are you doing?’

‘Tust fixing this dishwasher!”

“You're always fixing it! Why don’t you
get a new one, or get someone to fix it
properly?’

‘Because I don’t have the money!” she
says. “And I don’t have anyone to help fix

things because your dad ran off!’
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‘“What would you do if I found him?’ I
ask.

‘Why?’ she growls. “What are you up to?’

‘Oh, nothing,” I say. ‘I'm just taking
Wilkins for a walk.” And I try to drift
from the room, all light and airy, like a

dandelion on the breeze.
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Oh ... and Cat also pushed me out of a

plane.. ..

... which I was NOT happy about,
but — to be fair — I had a parachute, and
she did it to save me. She certainly keeps

things interesting!
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Only yesterday, I was bitten by a deadly
snake and NEARLY DIED. But I was
saved by — who else? — that fast-thinking
genius Cat Callaghan, who jabbed anti-

venom into my arm.
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So, the very next day after school,  am
lying on my bed cuddling Wilkins Welkin,
and I'm sleepily thinking: But WHY did
Dad never come BACK?

When I am pushed into action by Cat
Callaghan, who sticks a finger in my nose.

“You have to tell me,” she says. "WHERE
DID YOUR DAD GO?’
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I tell her: “Ballycove.’

And I open my eyes to see her giving

me a very serious look.

"HOW do you know this?” she asks.
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‘Because when I was bitten by the
snake,” I say, ‘I had a vision of Dad
running there. I also KNOW that is where
he was happiest.’

‘Rory!” says Cat. ‘Most detectives
investigate. They gather evidence. They
don’t just sit around getting bitten by

snakes!”
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‘Well, you don’t have to come if you

don’t want to!”

‘Oh,’ she says. ‘T'll come with you.” She
gives me a long stare. ‘But I'm warning
you again, Rory, if you find your dad, you
might bring bad guys to him!’
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‘T eat bad guys for breakfast,” I tell her,
‘and 1 fart out their eyeballs for fun.’
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But I have s
to say she is
RIGHT. We
are about to

find bad
guys and
big heights
and monsters
and the
deadliest
of deadly
DANGER.

But, worse

than that, I also get
the BIGGEST MOST
HEART-STOPPING
SURPRISE OF MY LIFE.
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It's something to do with Cat. And I've
noticed every freckle on her face, but I've

never noticed this.

(Should Thave spotted it? Did I see
EVIDENCE but REFUSE TO ACCEPT it?)
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... for the last seven years, one

big mystery has loomed over my
life . ..






OPS/images/image011.jpg
He disappeared when I was three. No

one ever told me WHERE he went, or
WHY.
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But then Cat Callaghan said: “You
should become a detective, and FIND
OUT, and I, my friend, will be your
Accomplice.

Cat is a wild, freckle-faced girl who
moved in next door. She is AMAZING at
solving crimes and getting us into really
weird fights.
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That very day, we tracked down some
poisoners who were using venom from a

blue-ringed octopus. Cat whacked one

with a frying pan - BANG!

I also found a secret letter from Dad
saying he was hiding in the place he was

once happiest.
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A few days later, we discovered
someone was stealing dogs. They even
took my good friend, the sausage-dog
detective, Wilkins Welkin.

So Cat sneaked out . . .
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She burgled her way into the baddies’
lair and, together, we RELEASED THE
HOUNDS. Then my friend Mrs Welkin,
growling the words “You dirty flip-flap!’
HIT the main baddie with a slipper.

We also learned that on the day he ran
off Dad had left me in a car.
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A week later, a huge sum of money was

stolen from our school. Cat was being
blamed by Stephen Maysmith, the big

police detective.
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Which I did! It was a Komodo dragon —

the largest lizard in the world — whose

teeth are loaded with venom.
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A month after that,
we found out that
many years ago Dad
had invented a festival
of car stunts called Car
Bonanza. He’d sold it to
Michael Mulligan, who
controlled the whole
festival from a tower
surrounded by bats.

We caught another
baddie.
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