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After finishing Book 1 and Book 2, you should have gained thorough knowledge of the dizi.  For those dizi players who are interested to test their ability to play the instrument and obtain a professional qualification, they can sit the graded examination organized by the Central Conservatory of Music in Mainland China, which also commissions a number of overseas institutions to conduct the examination.

The examination consists of 10 grades, namely Grade 1 to Grade 10 (Performance Certificate).  Regarding the dizi, the Central Conservatory of Music has published two books that contain the etudes and songs for players outside the Mainland who want to take the examination.  However, since they are written in simplified Chinese, English readers may find it hard and inconvenient to make use of these books.

In this connection, I have translated the contents of these two books into English, which should help dizi players who cannot understand Chinese to read the sheet music, so as to prepare for the examination in the future.  For the sake of faithfulness, I also classify the etudes and songs into ten grades, which are available in How to Play Dizi, the Chinese Bamboo Flute – Examination Syllabus (Grade 1 to Grade 6), and How to Play Dizi, the Chinese Bamboo Flute – Examination Syllabus (Grade 7 to Performance Certificate).

As its name suggests, this book entails the materials for Grade 1 to Grade 6.  Under the sheet music of each etude and song, there is a performance hint that provides some tips on how to overcome the difficulties that we will encounter
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