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            Foreword

          

          by Tan Sri Azman Hashim, Chairman, Board of Trustees, Perdana Leadership Foundation

        

      

    

    
      Just as an accomplished cameraman pans out and zooms in on his subject for greater effect and clarity, a keen historian employs both a macro as well as micro lens to history for deeper understanding. The sweep of history may be grand and its arc may span decades, but the view from the individual who was in the thick of it may be far different. Often, it’s more nuanced and complex.

      The Oral History series by the Perdana Leadership Foundation is akin to the close-ups and zooms of the camera – focusing on specific individuals and their experience of history, their thinking, and their views. It is our hope that these oral history sessions will enrich the nation’s documented history, and perhaps even unveil new facets of our past and present.

      In this episode of our Oral History series, we had the privilege of conversing with one of the longest-serving Federal Ministers from Sarawak. I thank Tan Sri Leo Moggie for his time and generosity in sharing his experiences as a Sarawakian politician, from the tumultuous 1970s to the fast paced 1990s and early 2000s. Tan Sri’s personal story as well as his account of the politics of the time offer lessons and insights to all readers.

      I also thank the interviewer, Professor Dr Mohd Shahwahid Othman, as well as the Oral History team, for their work in making this series a reality.

      The Board of Trustees of Perdana Leadership Foundation fully supports this endeavour to document the personal histories of key Malaysians for the benefit of future generations.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Foreword

          

          By Tan Sri Nik Mohamed Nik Yaacob, Executive Director, Perdana Leadership Foundation

        

      

    

    
      Tan Sri Leo Moggie was a Sarawak politician who experienced first-hand life in Sarawak before Independence, and after the formation of Malaysia in 1963.

      In this transcript of his oral history with Perdana Leadership Foundation, he recounts many of the early dissatisfactions of the Sarawak natives with federal policies, and shares his opinion on the current scenario of East and Peninsular Malaysian politics. As a former member of the Opposition in Sarawak who then joined the National Front, a civil servant, and a Cabinet Minister who served for more than two decades under the leadership of Tun Hussein Onn and Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad, Tan Sri Leo has many insights to share. His stories about growing up in a longhouse in rural Kanowit, pursuing further education in New Zealand, serving in the Sarawak state government, and becoming a politician, make for a very enlightening read, as are his views on the unique politics of East Malaysia, and Malaysia’s energy sector. I also particularly enjoyed his anecdotes on Tun Tan Sri Temenggong Jugah and Tun Abdul Rahman Yakub, among others.

      I’m grateful that he agreed to this conversation, and thank him for his time. I also thank Professor Dr Mohd Shahwahid Othman, of Universiti Putra Malaysia, for being our interviewer for another episode of the Oral History series. I also thank the Board of Trustees for continuing to support our efforts to document key Malaysians’ oral histories.

      This book will be of interest to researchers as well as members of the public who wish to know more about Tan Sri Leo Moggie, and Sarawak’s as well as Malaysia’s early political history.
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      Perdana  Leadership  Foundation  embarked  on  the Oral History series in 2006 with the mission to record, preserve, and share the personal accounts and recollections of history by those who played key roles in it. Our series started with the longest-serving Prime Minister of Malaysia and our Honorary President, Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad, and continued with his wife, who was also one of the nation’s earliest Malay women doctors, Tun Dr Siti Hasmah Hj Mohd Ali.

      To date, we have had conversations with the former Chief Secretaries to the Government, the late Tan Sri Saleha Ali, Tan Sri Nor Mohamed Yakcop, Tan Sri Rafidah Aziz, and our Chairman, Tan Sri Azman Hashim.

      The conversations are transcribed, and, with the subjects’ permission, published. The recordings are preserved in our Perdana Library and can be accessed by researchers upon request. These conversations serve as useful reference for those interested in first-hand accounts of Malaysia’s past, and personal views of its present and future.
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      Tan Sri Leo Moggie was born on 1st October 1941 in Kanowit, Sarawak, Malaysia.

      He began his career as a civil servant in the Sarawak State Civil Service from 1966 to 1974. His career in politics began soon after when Tan Sri Leo contested and won the Machan State Constituency seat and the Kanowit Parliamentary seat in 1978. During his term as a member of Sarawak’s State Assembly from 1974 to 1978, Tan Sri Leo served as Minister of Welfare Services (1976– 1977) and Minister of Local Government (1977–1978).

      Tan Sri joined the Federal Cabinet from 1978 to 2004 as Minister of Energy, Telecommunications and Posts (1978–1989), Minister of Works (1989-1995), again as Minister of Energy, Telecommunications and Posts (1995-1998) and as Minister of Energy, Communications and Multimedia (1998 to 2004). He retired from active politics in 2004.

      Tan Sri Leo Moggie has served as Chairman of Tenaga Nasional Berhad (TNB) and a number of companies under the TNB Group since April 12, 2004. In his capacity as Chairman of TNB, Tan Sri Leo also serves as Chairman, Board of Directors of Universiti Tenaga Nasional (UNITEN); Trustee, Yayasan Tenaga Nasional, and Trustee, Yayasan Canselor, Universiti Tenaga Nasional. He is also Pro-Chancellor of UNITEN.

      He received his early education at Sarawak’s St Francis Xavier in Kanowit (1950– 1952), Batu Lintang Teachers College and School (1953 – 1957) in Kuching, Tanjong Lobang School (now Tun Haji Bujang College) in Miri (1958 – 1960) and St. Joseph’s School in Kuching (1960 – 1961). He continued his higher education as a Colombo Plan student at Otago University, New Zealand where he received his Bachelor of Arts in History (1964) and Masters of Arts in History (1965).

      He received his Masters of Business Administration from Pennsylvania State University, USA in 1973. Tan Sri Leo was conferred an Honorary Doctorate of Laws from Otago University, New Zealand in 2000 and an Honorary Doctorate of Science from Multimedia University, Malaysia in 2003.

      Tan Sri Leo Moggie was conferred the Panglima Negara Bin-tang Sarawak (P.N.B.S) in 1980, which carries the title Dato’, the Darjah Utama Yang Amat Mulia Bintang Kenyalang Sarawak (D.A.) in 1999, which carries the title Datuk Amar, the Panglima Setia Mahkota (P.S.M.) in 2005, which carries the title Tan Sri and the Sri Sultan Ahmad Shah Pahang (S.S.A.P.) in 2007, which carries the title Dato’ Seri.
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      Mohd Shahwahid Haji Othman is a Professor at the Faculty of Economics and Management, Universiti Putra Malaysia (UPM). He specialises in the economics and valuation of policies and impacts affecting natural resources and the environment. He obtained his Doctorate of Philosophy (PhD) in Resource Management and Policy from State University of New York, Syracuse in 1989. Currently, he serves as the Editor-in-Chief for Pertanika Journal of Social Sciences Humanities (JSSH) and is the head of the Sub-cluster of the National Professor Council. He is the recipient of UPM’s prestigious 2011 Vice Chancellor Award for Research (Social Science).
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      DR. MOHD SHAHWAHID (DMS) | Good morning Tan Sri, Perdana Leadership Foundation is very fortunate to be able to interview you today for this series of leadership interviews. For a start, Tan Sri, could you tell us about your family background and your childhood? What was it like growing up in Kanowit?

      TAN SRI LEO MOGGIE (TSLM) | I came from a very average rural subsistence farming family. We lived in a long house which at that time was still in a remote part of the Kanowit District.

      DMS |Was your family planting paddy?

      TSLM |It was mainly hill paddy via shifting cultivation to begin with. Subsequently, we cultivated wet paddy then rubber. It was typical of longhouse subsistence farming families at that time, nothing exceptional. That was my childhood in the early 1940s.

      My parents were sufficiently open-minded to send us to school. Schooling was available only at Christian (Catholic) mission schools at that time as Kanowit District was one of the early mission areas assigned to the Catholic Church. I went to a mission school which was quite a distance (from home).

      We had to board at the school which really meant the school provided a space where you could roll and unroll your sleeping mat. You had to attend classes, and your parents had to provide food. It was the same for every kid.

      DMS |What would a typical household size be?

      TSLM |Well, ours was considered a smallish household. There were my parents, my older brother, my older
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