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Yang Chaosheng, styled Shuming, was a native of Shuofang, Xiazhou. He rose from the ranks and was awarded the position of Protector of Ganquan Prefecture for his achievements as a vanguard. At the beginning of the Jianzhong era, he followed Li Huaiguang to suppress Liu Wenxi in Jingzhou and made many kills and captures, so he was promoted to General of the Flying Cavalry. When Li Na invaded Xuzhou, Yang Chaosheng followed Tang Chaochen to suppress him and always took the lead in the army. When Li Huaiguang rushed to rescue the emperor in Fengtian, he assigned Yang Chaosheng a thousand soldiers to capture Xianyang. Yang Chaosheng was granted a fief of 150 households. 

When Li Huaiguang rebelled, Han Yougui retreated to defend Binzhou and Ningzhou. Zhang Xin, a member of the rebel party, guarded Binzhou. He extensively requisitioned military supplies and recruited many soldiers, planning to secretly defect to Li Huaiguang. Yang Chaosheng's father, Yang Huaibin, was a general under Han Yougui. One night, he led dozens of cavalrymen to behead Zhang Xin and his co - conspirators. Han Yougui sent Yang Huaibin to report to the emperor's temporary residence. Emperor Dezong cordially inquired about him and appointed him as concurrent Censor - in - Chief. Yang Chaosheng tearfully met Li Huaiguang and said, "My father has rendered meritorious service to the country, and I should be executed. I'm not fit to command troops." Li Huaiguang imprisoned him. When the various armies surrounded Hezhong, Han Yougui's camp was at Changchun Palace, and Yang Huaibin fought very bravely. After Li Huaiguang was pacified, the emperor pardoned Yang Chaosheng, and he became the Chief Military Supervisor under Han Yougui. Both the father and the son held the positions of Courtier in the Open - Office Rank, Guest Official, and Censor - in - Chief, which was regarded as an honor in the army. 

When the Tubo invaded the border, Han Yougui personally led the troops to defend Ningzhou. He was lenient in governing the soldiers, and the army became arrogant. When Zhang Xianfu came to replace him, the army rebelled, and Yang Chaosheng fled to the suburbs. The mutinous soldiers coerced the military supervisor and requested that Fan Xichao be appointed as the Jiedushi. At that time, Fan Xichao was already in the capital. The next day, Yang Chaosheng came out and deceived the mutineers, saying, "I've come to congratulate you on your proper request." The crowd gradually calmed down. Yang Chaosheng joined with the other generals to plot to execute the ringleaders. Three days later, he falsely sent someone from Binzhou to say, "The previous request has been rejected. Lord Zhang has left Binzhou. All the rebels should be executed, but I'm not willing to execute them all. I'll only take the ringleaders." The crowd pointed out the ringleaders in an uproar, and more than two hundred of them were beheaded. Then Zhang Xianfu entered the army. The emperor appointed Fan Xichao as the Deputy Jiedushi, and Yang Chaosheng was promoted to Censor - in - Chief. 

In the ninth year of the Zhenyuan era, when building the city of Yanchou and sending troops to protect the border, Yang Chaosheng was stationed at Mubo Fort. When Zhang Xianfu died, there was an imperial edict for Yang Chaosheng to replace him as the Jiedushi of Binning. Yang Chaosheng requested to build cities at Fangqu, Hhedao, and Mubo to block the Tubo's routes. The emperor asked in the edict, "How many troops are needed?" Yang Chaosheng replied, "The troops under my command can handle it." The emperor asked, "Previously, when building Wuyuan, 70,000 troops were mobilized. Why is it easier this time?" Yang Chaosheng answered, "In the battle of Yanchou, the Tubo knew about it in advance. Now, building cities close to the enemy, the Tubo will think that the imperial army has no less than 100,000 troops, so they are unlikely to invade lightly. If I dispatch the troops under my command, they can reach the border in ten days. The city can be completed in less than thirty days. After accumulating forage and grain and leaving troops to defend it, when the enemy comes, they won't be able to capture the city. After clearing the wild areas, the Tubo will leave. This is a foolproof plan. If a large - scale dispatch of troops is made, it will take a month to arrive, and the Tubo will also come. Once they come, there will be battles, and there won't be time to build the city." The emperor adopted his strategy. When the troops reached Fangqu, there was a shortage of water. A green snake slithered down from a steep place. Following its trail, water flowed. Yang Chaosheng had a dam built around it, and it became a pool. The soldiers had enough water to drink. He reported this event with a picture to the court. There was an imperial edict to build a shrine, and the spring was named Yingsheng. After the city was built, the entire Tubo army came. Finding they couldn't cause any harm, they withdrew. Yang Chaosheng then built a city at Maling and returned, expanding the territory by 300 li. In the seventeenth year, he died at his garrison.  

Dai Xiuyan, styled Xiuyan, was a native of Xiazhou.  His family had a long - standing martial tradition, and he was bold and extraordinary.  Guo Ziyi recruited him as a great general and sent him to persuade and pacify the Dangxiang Qiang, thus stabilizing the Hequ area.  He was tried in the position of Minister of Rites and was conferred the title of Duke of Jiyin, later promoted to Prince of Xianning, and also served as the Deputy Jiedushi of Shuofang.  He made the greatest contribution in building the city of Binzhou and was promoted to the governor of Yanchou.  When Zhu Ci rebelled, Dai Xiuyan led 3,000 soldiers and rushed day and night to inquire about the emperor's whereabouts. Emperor Dezong commended him and granted him a fief of 200 households. He, together with Hun Jian, Du Xiquan, Han Yougui and others, made great efforts in defense. When the emperor moved to Liangzhou and Yangzhou, Dai Xiuyan stayed to defend Fengtian. Li Huaiguang was stationed in Xianyang and sent someone to entice him. Dai Xiuyan beheaded the messenger and commanded his troops to defend themselves. Li Huaiguang was shocked and fled from Jingyang at night. Dai Xiuyan was promoted to Provisional Minister of Works and the Jiedushi of the Fengtian Campaign. He joined forces with Hun Jian to defeat a detachment of Zhu Ci's army, beheading 3,000 enemies and chasing them to the Zhongwei Bridge. After the capital was pacified, he and Hun Jian led troops to Qiyang to intercept the remnants of Zhu Ci's party. He was promoted to Provisional Right - Assistant Minister of the Department of State Affairs and was granted an additional fief of 400 households. He followed the emperor back to the capital and was rewarded with court musicians and a mansion. He was appointed as the Commander of the Left Dragon - Martial Guards. After his death, he was posthumously awarded the title of Grand Governor of Yangzhou.

His younger brother Dai Xiuan held the rank of Acting High - Ranking Official with Equal Privileges as the Three Excellencies and was conferred the title of Prince of Dongyang; Dai Xiuyan's other younger brother, Dai Xiuyan, held the rank of Grand General Protecting the State and was conferred the title of Duke of Pengcheng. Both were well - known for their military strategies.  

Yang Huiyuan was a native of Pingzhou. He was valiant and energetic and served in the Pinglu Army. He followed Tian Shengong and Li Zhongchen to cross the sea and enter Qingzhou. By imperial edict, his troops were placed under the Shence Army, and he served as the Commander of the Western Capital Troops, guarding Fengtian. 

When Emperor Dezong first ascended the throne, he gradually curbed the overbearing behavior of the Jiedushi. At that time, Li Zhengji stationed his troops in Caozhou, and Tian Yue increased his troops along the Yellow River, causing great turmoil in Henan. An imperial edict was issued to transfer 12,000 troops to garrison the east of the pass. The emperor went to Wangchun Tower to hold a rally for the troops and comforted and dispatched the generals. When the wine was offered to the Shence Army, the officers and soldiers dared not drink. The emperor asked the reason, and Yang Huiyuan said, "When we first set out from Fengtian, my commander Zhang Jiji made an agreement with the soldiers: 'In this campaign, if we don't achieve meritorious service, we won't drink wine!' I dare not break my promise." After they set off, there were offerings on the way, but only the soldiers of Yang Huiyuan's army didn't open the wine bottles. The emperor kept praising and sighing and sent an imperial edict to comfort and encourage them. Soon, Yang Huiyuan led 3,000 troops to join other generals in attacking Tian Yue. They fought at the Yu River and captured three bridges. Yang Huiyuan made many contributions. Then his troops were placed under Li Huaiguang's command. 

When Zhu Ci rebelled, Yang Huiyuan rushed to the rescue from Hebei and relieved the siege of Fengtian.  He was promoted to Provisional Minister of Works and Acting Governor of Beizhou.  An imperial edict ordered Yang Huiyuan to set up joint camps with Li Sheng, the Jiedushi of the Shence Campaign, Li Jianhui, the Jiedushi of Fufang, and Li Huaiguang at Bianqiao.  Li Sheng knew that Li Huaiguang was about to rebel and moved his camp to Dongweiqiao.  The Hanlin academician Lu Zhi advised the emperor, "The four generals' camps are adjacent. Li Sheng and the others have fewer troops and lower positions, so they are looked down upon by Li Huaiguang. It's impossible for them all to be safe. Since Li Sheng is worried about a change and requests to move eastward with Yang Huiyuan, then Li Jianhui will be left isolated. When Li Sheng moves, the two armies should be combined and sent together, using the pretext of preparing for the enemy. By speeding up and advancing on the road, Li Huaiguang won't be able to implement his plan." The emperor didn't follow the advice and sent Li Sheng, a general of the Shence Army, to spy. Li Sheng returned and reported, "It's very obvious that Li Huaiguang is rebelling. "That night, Li Huaiguang seized the two armies. Yang Huiyuan and Li Jianhui fled to Fengtian. Li Huaiguang sent his general Ran Zong to pursue them on horseback at Haozhi. Yang Huiyuan let his hair down and cried out to heaven with blood streaming from the corners of his eyes. He fought bare-chested and died. His two sons, Yang Sheng and Yang Hao, hid in a well but were both killed. Only Li Jianhui survived. The emperor issued an edict posthumously promoting Yang Huiyuan to Left-Assistant Minister of the Department of State Affairs, Yang Sheng to Palace Supervisor, and Yang Hao to Governor of Binzhou."

Yang Min, styled Gongsu, was Yang Huiyuan's youngest son. When Yang Huiyuan died, Yang Min was wounded eight times and fell into another well. He was saved by someone and survived. He served as the governor of Xingzhou. After Lu Congshi was captured, the Lu army was in disarray. There were 5,000 brave soldiers whom Lu Congshi had regarded as his own sons. They fled to Yang Min, but Yang Min closed the city gates and didn't let them in. The soldiers all cried and said, "We've lost our commander. Now you have a well - defended city, and there is one million strings of money from the Ministry of Revenue in the treasury. Please give us a little and submit a memorial to the emperor to request a military commission for us." Yang Min explained to them the pros and cons and sent them away. The soldiers were enlightened and returned to the army. Emperor Xianzong commended him and promoted him to the governor of Yizhou. 

When the imperial army attacked Wu Yuanji, Yang Min, as the governor of Tangzhou, led his troops deep into enemy territory for 200 li, approached Shenzhou, captured the outer city wall, and damaged its ramparts. He was promoted to Palace Censor - in - Chief for his meritorious service. When the Xiyuan Man in Rongzhou rebelled, he was appointed as the Military Commissioner and Pacification Envoy of the prefecture and suppressed the rebellion. He was promoted to the Censor - in - Chief and merged the military commands of Yongzhou and Rongzhou into one circuit. After his death, he was posthumously awarded the title of Left Regular Attendant. 

Li Yuanliang was a native of Parthia. He originally had the surname An. When he was young, he was adopted by the eunuch Luo Fengxian and took the surname Luo, with the given name Yuanguang. He had beautiful beards, was fierce, brave, and full of strategies. He accumulated merits during his service as a palace guard and was given the honorary title of Supervisor of the Crown Prince's Household. When Li Huairang was the Jiedushi of Zhenguo, he recommended Li Yuanliang as his deputy. Li Yuanliang served in the army for ten years, and the soldiers feared and respected him. 

When Emperor Dezong fled to Fengtian, the rebel sent a general named He Wangzhi to attack Huazhou.  At that time, the governor Dong Jin abandoned the city and fled.  He Wangzhi intended to gather troops to cut off the eastern route.  Li Yuanliang led his troops directly from Tongguan to approach the city and captured it.  As the war broke out suddenly, they wrapped felt as armor and sharpened reeds as arrows.  They recruited soldiers for several days and soon had more than ten thousand troops, and the military morale was boosted.  Whenever the rebels attacked, they were repelled. At that time, Shi Shangkegu was defending Lantian, Li Yuanliang was stationed in Zhaoying, and Wang Quan was encamped at Zhongweiqiao.  The rebel troops couldn't cross the south of the Wei River. Before long, Li Yuanliang was promoted to the Jiedushi of Zhenguo Army and was enfeoffed as the Prince of Wukang. Previously, an imperial edict ordered the troops from Binzhou and Longzhou to march eastward to attack Li Xilie. Just as the army was leaving the pass, Zhu Ci sent Liu Zhongxiao to recall them. When they reached Huayin, Li Yijian, the county magistrate of Huayin, persuaded the post - station official to arrest Liu Zhongxiao. They caught up with him at the pass, and Li Yuanliang beheaded him as a warning. The recalled troops couldn't enter, so Huazhou was the only place to remain intact.  Soon, an imperial edict ordered Li Yuanliang and Li Sheng to retake the capital.  They camped west of the Chan River. Li Yuanliang was the first to bravely fight against the rebels and defeated them.  Then he advanced and stationed east of the imperial garden.  Li Sheng ordered him to break through the garden wall and enter.  Zhu Ci was defeated in successive battles and then his army was completely routed.  The capital was pacified. Li Yuanliang gave the credit to Li Sheng and withdrew to camp in the suburbs. He was promoted to Provisional Left - Assistant Minister of the Department of State Affairs, given a real fief of five hundred households, and bestowed a mansion, female musicians, and the position of sixth - rank official for one of his sons.  

When Li Huaiguang rebelled, Li Yuanliang joined Ma Sui and Hun Jian in the campaign against him. Xu Tingguang, one of Li Huaiguang's generals, always looked down upon Li Yuanliang. He often insulted and cursed Li Yuanliang, and even performed vulgar shows with actors to ridicule and insult Li Yuanliang's ancestors. Moreover, when he was about to surrender, he said, "I'll only surrender to Han generals." When Ma Sui arrived, Xu Tingguang surrendered to him. Li Yuanliang met Han Yougui and said, "He insulted my ancestors. I'm going to behead him today. Will you help me?" Han Yougui promised to help. Later, when they met on the road, Li Yuanliang counted Xu Tingguang's crimes, scolded his attendants to behead him, and then went to Ma Sui to apologize. Ma Sui was extremely angry and wanted to kill Li Yuanliang. Han Yougui came to see Ma Sui and said, "If you're so angry about the killing of a junior officer, then what should the law do if a Jiedushi is killed?" Ma Sui was silent. Li Yuanliang offered to pay one million strings of money to reward the army to atone for his crime. Hun Jian also pleaded for him, and Ma Sui pardoned him. The emperor, fearing that the relevant officials would impeach and punish Li Yuanliang for killing without permission, issued a previous edict stating that no action would be taken against him. 

In the third year of Zhenyuan, the Tubo people requested a peace alliance. The emperor issued an edict ordering Li Yuanliang to lead his army to accompany Hun Jian to the alliance meeting at Pingliang. Li Yuanliang's army was stationed at Panyuan, and Han Yougui's army was at Luokou as reinforcements. Li Yuanliang said, "Panyuan is seventy li away from Pingliang. The Tubo people are treacherous. If there is an emergency, how can we rush to help? I request to set up a joint camp with you." Hun Jian refused because it violated the imperial edict. Hun Jian's camp was twenty li away from the alliance site, and Li Yuanliang secretly moved his camp closer. After the meeting began, Li Yuanliang observed the clouds and said, "It's not auspicious. The Tubo people must be up to something!" He ordered his troops to form a battle formation. Soon, the Tubo people attacked and broke the alliance. Hun Jian fled back. Li Yuanliang's troops were already in formation. Meanwhile, Li Guan, the Jiedushi of Jingyuan, also had five thousand elite soldiers lying in ambush in a strategic location. Working in coordination with Li Yuanliang, they forced the Tubo cavalry to retreat. Li Yuanliang sent the supply wagons ahead first and then, together with Hun Jian, led the troops back slowly in good order. People at that time thought he had the style of ancient excellent generals. In this alliance meeting, if it hadn't been for Li Yuanliang and Li Guan, Hun Jian would have been in great danger. The emperor commended and sighed in admiration, and bestowed upon him fine horses, gold, and coins generously. He also granted Li Yuanliang his current surname and given name. 

Li Yuanliang was then transferred to be the Jiedushi of Longyou and governed Liangyuan. The city moat and city walls in Liangyuan were in ruins, and there were dense forests and thick grass nearby. When the enemy invaded, they often grazed their horses and rested their soldiers there. Li Yuanliang raised the city walls and deepened the moat. He endured hardships himself and shared the same workload as the soldiers. He cleared away the overgrown bushes and reclaimed dozens of li of fertile land. He encouraged the soldiers to farm, and the annual harvest of grain and beans reached hundreds of thousands of hu. All military supplies were fully provided. He also built cross - bow towers, set up distant beacons for reconnaissance, and made preparations for defense. He advanced to occupy strategic positions and built new fortifications. When the enemy came, they had nothing to plunder and were always defeated in battles. As a result, the areas of Jingzhou and Longzhou were peaceful, and the Western Rong tribes feared him. He died at the age of sixty - two. He was posthumously awarded the title of Grand Minister of Works and given the posthumous title of Zhuangwei.  

Li Guan's ancestors moved from Zhaojun to Luoyang, so he was a native of Luoyang. He was taciturn and steady - minded in his youth. He presented strategies to Guo Ziyi, the Jiedushi of Shuofang. Guo Ziyi sent him to assist Wu You, the governor of Fangzhou, as a Defense - Control Officer. He left his post due to the death of his relative. When the Tubo people invaded the interior and Emperor Daizong fled to Shaan, Li Guan went into hiding in Zhouzhi. He led a thousand people from his hometown and clan to defend Heishui, and the enemy dared not invade. Yang Shenwei, the Jiedushi of Lingnan, recommended him to be a junior general. When Xu Hao and Li Mian succeeded Yang Shenwei as Jiedushi, they often relied on him for military affairs. He captured and pacified many powerful bandits several times. He was promoted to a senior general and given the honorary title of Supervisor of the Palace. Later, he was summoned to be the General of the Right Dragon - Martial Guard. 

When the troops in Jingzhou rebelled, Li Guan happened to be on duty. He immediately led more than a thousand soldiers to escort Emperor Dezong to Fengtian. The emperor issued an edict ordering him to supervise all the armies, strengthen the patrol and sentry system, and recruit an additional five thousand soldiers. With the drums sounding and the morale boosted, the military spirit became even higher. He was given a fief of two hundred households and his two sons were appointed eighth - rank officials. He followed the emperor to Liangzhou. When the emperor returned, an edict ordered him to command the rear - guard army. He was promoted to be the Jiedushi of the Four Garrisons and Beiting Marching Army in Jingyuan. During his four - year tenure in the camp, he trained his troops and amassed abundant supplies. At the alliance meeting in Pingliang, the Tubo people failed to achieve their goals. In that year, Li Guan went to the capital. He set off one day earlier. When the Tubo people sent out elite cavalry to ambush him on the scheduled day, they missed him and had to leave. He served as the Provisional Minister of Works while concurrently holding the position of Superintendent of the Imperial Workshops. After his death, he was posthumously awarded the title of Junior Guardian of the Crown Prince. 

Han Yougui was from Lingwu, Lingzhou. He initially served as a junior general under Guo Ziyi. When An Lushan rebelled, he sent Ashina Congli with five thousand cavalry of the Tongluo and Turks to pretend to surrender to Shuofang. Then they went out of the pass and incited the nine tribal prefectures in Hequ and the six Hu tribes to rebel, with a total of five hundred thousand people in these tribes. Guo Ziyi sent Han Yougui and Xin Jinggao to defeat them, and the nine tribal prefectures returned to allegiance. Han Yougui was gradually promoted to Acting Jiedushi of Binning. 

During Emperor Dezong's flight to Fengtian, when the troops had not yet gathered, Han Yougui and Lun Weiming, the governor of Qingzhou, led three thousand soldiers to come to the rescue. They marched from the north of Qianling towards Liquan. Before they arrived, they received an edict ordering them to lead the army to garrison at Bianqiao. When they reached Niquan, they encountered the troops of Zhu Ci. Han Yougui wanted to return to Fengtian. The army supervisor Zhai Wenxiu said, "If we set up our camp here, if the enemy dares to bypass us and go west, we can attack them from both sides. If we enter Fengtian now, the enemy will follow us there, which means we are leading the enemy to approach the emperor." Han Yougui said, "No. We are outnumbered. Even if they divide their forces to fight us, the rest of their troops can still advance westward. It's better to go back first to defend the emperor. Moreover, there are no strong soldiers in Fengtian. How can we launch a pincer attack? Our soldiers are tired and cold. If the enemy lures them with rewards, our troops will disperse." So they returned to Fengtian. Zhu Ci's troops pursued and attacked them, and they fought unsuccessfully. When Zhu Ci's troops tried to force their way through the city gate, Han Yougui fought desperately, and the enemy was repelled. Zhu Ci's army built many siege towers and cloud - bridges, and the soldiers were all afraid. Han Yougui said, "The enemy took the dry wood from the Buddhist temples to make their siege equipment. We can set it on fire." Soon after, the enemy loudly attacked the south city wall. Han Yougui said, "This is to divide our forces." He rushed to the north city wall and sent generals Guo Xun and Guo Tingyu with three hundred elite soldiers to go straight out, set fire to the siege towers, and throw firewood into them. The wind blew back, and all the siege towers were burned to ashes. The enemy's morale was dampened. Therefore, all the generals recognized Han Yougui as having the greatest merit in coming to the rescue in this difficult situation. The emperor, because the imperial guards had no proper organizational structure, set up a commander - in - chief position for each army, and appointed Han Yougui, Lun Weiming, and Jia Yinlin to these positions. 

When Li Huaiguang rebelled, he tried to lure Han Yougui into joining the mutiny, and Han Yougui reported the matter by presenting Li Huaiguang's letter. The emperor said, "You can truly be called loyal and righteous!" Han Yougui replied, "How do I know what loyalty and righteousness are? It's just that Li Huaiguang has misled me, causing alarm to Your Majesty. Later, he'll use me to excuse himself." The emperor commended his honesty and then asked, "What plan do you propose?" Han Yougui replied, "Li Huaiguang commands the troops of various prefectures and relies on them to stage a rebellion. Currently, there's Zhang Xin in Binzhou, Ning Jingxuan in Lingwu, Lü Mingyue in Heyong, Du Congzheng in Zhenwu, Li Chaochen at Tongguan, and Dou Yu in Weibei. They are all garrison generals. Your Majesty can entrust them with the troops and territories under Li Huaiguang, deprive Li Huaiguang of his power, and honor him for his past great contributions. The generals will look up to their superiors and follow the orders of their respective commanders. How can Li Huaiguang cause chaos then?" The emperor asked, "If we deprive Li Huaiguang of his power, Zhu Ci will become even more powerful. What should we do?" Han Yougui replied, "Your Majesty can promise the soldiers extraordinary rewards. Now that the tributes and taxes are arriving, distribute them as rewards, and the defenders will surely hold their positions firmly. There are ten thousand elite troops in Binzhou. If I can lead them, I can eliminate the rebels. With people rising up for justice from all directions, there's no need to worry about the rebels." The emperor thought highly of his words. 

Just then, Li Huaiguang sent another inducement. Hun Jian got the letter and tightened the guard of his soldiers to be on alert. Han Yougui didn't know this and got angry, scolding Hun Jian coarsely. The emperor suspected that there was a mutiny and on the same day went to Liangzhou. Han Yougui sent his son to follow the emperor. Li Huaiguang issued a document appointing Han Yougui as the governor of Binzhou on a temporary basis, intending to have Zhang Xin kill him. After Han Yougui lost his troops, he didn't know what to do. A guest named Liu Nanjin advised him, "There are remaining armaments in Binzhou. You can use them to achieve merit. It's probably a gift from heaven!" Han Yougui understood and lured eight hundred of his former troops to rush into Binzhou. He advised Zhang Xin, "Li Huaiguang has stepped into the trap of disaster. You can gain wealth and honor now. Don't get involved in this unjust act with him. I'm willing to lead the way for you with my troops." Zhang Xin didn't listen. Han Yougui pretended to be ill and didn't go out, secretly allying with his generals like Gao Gu. Zhang Xin wanted to kill Han Yougui and told his followers to wear armor under their clothes and enter. Zhang Xin's junior clerk, Li Ji, secretly informed Han Yougui. Han Yougui set up an ambush in advance, and Gao Gu and others responded. They beheaded Zhang Xin and reported it. At that time, Li Huaiguang's son, Li Mei, was in Binzhou. Han Yougui escorted him out, saying, "Killing him will only anger the enemy. They'll come here immediately. It's better to let him go." After Li Mei reached Jingyang, Li Huaiguang fled to Puzhou. 

Han Yougui camped at Qipan and was under the command of Li Sheng. By imperial edict, he was appointed Jiedushi of Binning. Then he met Hun Jian in Fengtian and, together with Hun Jian and Dai Xiuyan, they respectively held the strategic passes in the west of the capital. When Li Sheng entered Chang'an, Han Yougui defeated Zhu Ci's troops in Xianyang. Zhu Ci fled to Jingzhou. Han Yougui sent someone to persuade Yang Cheng, a general in Jingzhou, but Yang Cheng refused to let Zhu Ci in, so Zhu Ci was defeated. After the capital was pacified, Han Yougui was promoted to Provisional Left - Chief Minister of the Secretariat and was given a fief of four hundred households. When the emperor returned from Xingyuan, Han Yougui, Hun Jian, and Dai Xiuyan followed, while Li Sheng, Shang Ke'gu, and Li Yuanliang came to greet the emperor. In terms of meritorious service, Han Yougui was ranked first along with Hun Jian and others. Han Yougui then returned to garrison in Binning. When Li Huaiguang invaded Tongzhou, Hun Jian and Li Yuanliang were defeated at Qiankeng. The emperor issued an edict ordering Han Yougui to lead his troops to join forces, and he defeated five thousand enemy troops at the camp. Then he joined Hun Jian and Ma Sui to besiege Pucheng. When the army reached Jiaolibao, the defending general, Wei Gui, surrendered. Seeing that his situation was hopeless and his forces were weak, Li Huaiguang hanged himself. 

In the second year of Zhenyuan, the Tubo people invaded Jingzhou, Longzhou, Binzhou, and Ningzhou. Han Yougui pursued them to Anhua, and the Tubo camp was north of Heshui. Han Yougui planned, "The enemy is marching in an unpopulated area. They must be slack. We can launch a surprise attack on them." He sent General Shi Lücheng to lead five hundred soldiers into the enemy camp at night. They beheaded hundreds of enemies and captured five thousand horses. At dawn, the Tubo people pursued and attacked them. Han Yougui arranged his flags for self - defense and beat the drums from all directions. The Tubo people were frightened and fled in disorder. In the same year, the Tubo people besieged Yanchou again. The governor, Du Yanguang, agreed to hand over the city to them, and the Tubo people agreed. Then they captured Yinzhou, Xiazhou, Linzhou and other states. Han Yougui requested to recapture Yanchou to cut off the Tubo people's routes: "When the Tubo people enter our territory, they eat our crops. They get sick in spring. This is the time when heaven intends to destroy them." The emperor issued an edict ordering Li Yuanliang and Han Quanyi to lead ten thousand troops to join Han Yougui in recapturing Yanchou. The Tubo people asked to revise the alliance of Qingshui and return the invaded territory. Ma Sui pleaded for them. The emperor asked Han Yougui for his opinion. Han Yougui replied, "The Western Rong people ask for an alliance when they are weak and invade when they are strong. Now they have invaded deeper into our territory and are begging for an alliance. They are trying to deceive us!" The emperor didn't follow his advice. When the alliance was to be held in Pingliang, the emperor issued an edict ordering Han Yougui to station his army at Luokou. On the day of the alliance, Han Yougui had five hundred strong cavalry on standby for emergencies. He gave the order, "If there is any change, rush to Baiquan immediately to divide the enemy's forces." Hun Jian was attacked and managed to escape by riding away. When the Tubo people saw the troops coming out, they withdrew. Later, the Tubo people invaded Dahuiyuan. Han Yougui was then stationed in Changwu. He immediately selected eight hundred cavalry to meet the enemy in battle and led his main force to follow. The army supervisor thought that the Tubo people should not be underestimated. Han Yougui replied, "The enemy is attacking Fengyi. If our cavalry can defeat them first, then their main force won't dare to advance, and Fengyi will be safe!" They fought on the southern plain and defeated the enemy. The Tubo people fled at night. 

Just then, Han Yougui's son, Han Qinxu, who was a general in charge of archery guards in the capital, plotted a rebellion with the sorcerer Li Guanghong. When the plot was revealed, he fled to Binzhou and was captured and beheaded by eunuchs. The emperor showed Han Yougui the details. Han Yougui was terrified and asked to return to the capital to await execution, but the emperor didn't allow it. He then arrested Han Qinxu's two sons and sent them to the capital, and the emperor also pardoned them. Soon after, Han Yougui went to court, wearing plain clothes and waiting for the emperor's decision. The emperor issued an edict restoring his position and treated him as kindly as before. 

Han Yougui strongly advocated building a city at Fengyi to stop the enemy's invasion. The emperor was pleased and urged him to return to his army. At first, when Han Yougui went to court, people thought he would be punished, so the gifts presented to him were very meager. After he returned, the whole army was in a state of unease. The great general Fan Xichao was good at military affairs. Han Yougui feared his threat and wanted to execute him. Fan Xichao fled to Fengxiang. When the emperor heard about it, he summoned Fan Xichao to serve as a palace guard. Han Yougui sent troops to build the city at Fengyi. When the city wall was only two boards high, the troops mutinied. Hundreds of soldiers from Ningzhou looted wantonly, and Han Yougui couldn't stop them. The emperor issued an edict to replace him with Zhang Xianfu. Fearing chaos, Han Yougui left the army without proper arrangements and returned to the capital. He was appointed as the commander of the Right Dragon - Martial Guards. After his death, he was given the posthumous title Xiang. 

Li Guanghong claimed to be a descendant of the imperial clan. At first, he was a Buddhist monk and falsely said, "I have seen the gods of the mountains and rivers. I am destined to be the Son of Heaven and can resume wearing the cap of a noble." A man named Dong Chang housed Li Guanghong in Zijing Temple and invited a physiognomist named Tang Fu to examine him. He instructed Tang Fu to tell people, "Li Guanghong will achieve great honor." Then he lured Han Qinxu, Wei Xun (a general of the Shence Army), Li Can, Liu Fang (a military advisor in Yuezhou) and others to stage a rebellion. Liu Fang's family often provided wine and held grand feasts at Li Guanghong's place, secretly appointing official positions among themselves. Li Guanghong also falsely said, "The gods have warned me to act quickly on the tenth day of the tenth month." They agreed that Han Qinxu would beat the drum at night, make a ruckus at Lingxiao Gate, and set fire to the Feilong Stables. Wei Xun and the others would lead the Shence Army to welcome Li Guanghong. If the plan succeeded, they would loot the city for three days. Wei Xun and Li Can reported the plot. Then Li Guanghong and his followers were captured and interrogated in the palace. They were handed over to the Three Departments for verification. All of them were sentenced to death. When Li Guanghong was about to be executed, he remained calm. From then on, people were prohibited from entering temples and shrines for observation or worship.  

Du Xiquan was from Liquan, Jingzhao. As a subordinate general under Guo Ziyi, he accumulated merits and was eventually promoted to Jiedushi of Shuofang. His military orders were strict, and the soldiers feared his authority. When the emperor fled to Fengtian, Du Xiquan, along with Li Jianhui (Jiedushi of Fufang), Dai Xiuyan (governor of Yanchou), and Shi Changchun (governor of Xiazhou), led their troops to rescue the emperor. When they reached Mogu, they were ambushed by the enemy. The enemy rolled down stones from the high ground and shot arrows at them. Emperor Dezong sent reinforcements, but they failed. Then they retreated to defend Binzhou. After the rebels were pacified, Du Xiquan was promoted to Provisional Left - Chief Minister of the Secretariat and Jiedushi of Lingyan, Fengzhou, and Xiazhou, and was conferred the title of Prince of Yuyao. Before going to his garrison, he presented eight chapters titled "Essentials of Governance", criticizing the political problems incisively. The emperor praised and accepted his work and bestowed on him an article titled "Exhortation for the Monarch and His Officials". 

Soon after, he concurrently served as the Jiedu Tongdu of Xiazhou, Suizhou, and Yinzhou. He proposed, "Yanchou is located at a strategic junction and serves as a safeguard for the frontier. Since the alliance was broken in Pingliang, the city has fallen into the hands of the enemy. As a result, Lingwu is in a precarious situation, and Fufang is under threat. It has become a serious problem for the border. I request to rebuild the city of Yanchou." Then the emperor issued an edict ordering Du Xiquan, along with the Jiedushi of Shuofang, Binning, Yinzhou and Xiazhou, Fufang, Zhenwu, and the Shence Army's mobile camps, to jointly select thirty - five thousand elite soldiers to garrison Yanchou. He also ordered the armies of Jingyuan, Jiannan, and Shannan to penetrate deep into the Tubo territory to distract their forces and prevent them from invading the border. A total of six thousand people were engaged in the construction, and it was completed in twenty days. From then on, the enemy was intimidated and did not dare to invade easily. 

Du Xiquan had been in Hexi for a long time and often violated the law and behaved arrogantly. The emperor often tolerated and covered up his shortcomings. Li Jinglüe, the governor of Fengzhou, was more famous than Du Xiquan. Du Xiquan suspected that Li Jinglüe was a threat to him, so he framed and impeached him. The emperor dismissed Li Jinglüe to satisfy Du Xiquan. Du Xiquan had long suffered from dizziness. As his condition worsened, he became more jealous and cruel. He falsely accused and killed his judge, Li Qi, and his subordinates were extremely frightened. After his death, he was posthumously awarded the title of Grand Master of Works. 

Xing Junya was from Leshou, Yingzhou. In his youth, he joined the armies of Youji and Pinglu. Due to his military achievements, he successively held the positions of Guoyi and Zhechong Langjiang. When An Lushan rebelled, he followed Hou Xiyi across the sea to Qingzhou. When Tian Shengong was the Jiedushi of Yan and Yun, he sent Xing Junya to lead troops to garrison Haozhi to guard against the enemy during the busy autumn season. When the Tubo invaded the capital, Emperor Daizong fled to Shanzhou. Because of his merit in escorting the emperor, he was successively enfeoffed as the Duke of Hejian. 

In the early Jianzhong period, when Li Sheng followed Ma Sui to suppress Tian Yue, he appointed Xing Junya as the chief general. There were a total of five battles between Wu'an and Xiangguo, and Xing Junya had the greatest achievement in beheading the enemy. When Emperor Dezong fled to Fengtian, Li Sheng led Xing Junya to rush to the rescue at double - time speed and then moved the camp to Weiqiao. Among the army, only Xing Junya was allowed to participate in making expedient decisions. When Li Sheng was in Fengxiang, he often patrolled the border and usually left Xing Junya to defend the place. When Li Sheng went to the court, Xing Junya took over as the Observation Commissioner of Fengxiang. Soon he was appointed as the Jiedushi and Provisional Right - Chief Minister of the Secretariat. The Tubo invaded the border every year. Xing Junya encouraged farming and trained soldiers for preparation, so the enemy couldn't invade. He also built a city in Pingrongchuan, Longzhou, named Yongxin City. He died in office and was posthumously awarded the title of Grand Master of Works. 

At first, a commoner named Zhang Fen, with no connections, approached Xing Junya and boldly sat at the top of the guests. Just then, an official checked the accounts and found that someone had embezzled 50,000 units of money for banquets. Xing Junya was angry about the deception. Zhang Fen left without an apology and said, "I was in the capital and heard that Xing Junya was a remarkable figure of the time. Now he is arguing about money with a low - level official. What's this all about?" Xing Junya felt ashamed, quickly released the official, and invited Zhang Fen as an honored guest. He kept Zhang Fen for more than a month and gave him 500 bolts of silk as a token of gratitude. He was always willing to humble himself and was fond of making friends with scholars like this.  
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Lu Zhi, styled Jingyu, was from Jiaxing, Suzhou. At the age of eighteen, he passed the imperial examination and was selected in the "Broad Learning and Profound Penmanship" category. He was assigned to be a county magistrate in Zheng County. After leaving office, he returned home. Zhang Yi, the governor of Shouzhou, was well - known. Lu Zhi went to visit him. After three days of conversation, Zhang Yi thought highly of him and asked to be his friend regardless of the age difference. When Lu Zhi was about to leave, Zhang Yi offered him one million cash, saying, "Please use this as your mother's daily expenses." Lu Zhi didn't accept it and only took a bunch of tea, saying, "How dare I not accept your kind gift?" Later, he was selected for his excellent performance in the written judgment examination and was appointed as a county magistrate in Weinan. 

When Emperor Dezong ascended the throne, he sent eleven officials including Yu He as inspectors to tour the country. Lu Zhi advised the envoys to adopt five methods to understand local customs, eight measures to evaluate the governance of officials, three criteria to select the outstanding, four regulations to manage finances, six virtues to protect the weak and sick, and five essentials to simplify government affairs. The five methods were: "Listen to the ballads to understand people's joys and sorrows, observe the market transactions to know people's likes and dislikes, examine the official documents to investigate lawsuits, check people's carriages and clothes to distinguish frugality from extravagance, and review the work of the people to find out their preferences." The eight measures were: "Assess the increase or decrease of the population to evaluate the official's care for the people; check the expansion or reduction of cultivated land to evaluate the official's attention to the fundamentals; examine the lightness or heaviness of taxes and corvée to evaluate the official's honesty or embezzlement; look at the complexity or simplicity of official documents to evaluate the official's judgment; check the number of prisoners to evaluate the official's handling of backlogs; find out the existence or absence of bandits to evaluate the official's law - enforcement; examine the number of selected talents to evaluate the local customs; check the prosperity or decline of schools to evaluate the official's education work." The three criteria were: "Outstanding talent, virtuous and kind, capable of handling affairs." The four regulations were: "Determine taxes based on the harvest, levy taxes in proportion to property, calculate labor service according to the number of able - bodied men, and equalize the profits of merchants." The six virtues were: "Respect the elderly, care for the young, rescue the sick, sympathize with the orphans, relieve the poor, and provide for the unemployed." The five essentials were: "Get rid of the idle soldiers who consume food, abolish the laws that trouble the people, reduce the unnecessary officials, eliminate the useless things, and cancel the unimportant affairs." At that time, people all agreed with his words. He was promoted to be a Supervisory Censor. 

When the emperor was the crown prince, he had already heard of Lu Zhi's name and summoned him to be a Hanlin Academician. Just then, Ma Sui was suppressing the rebels in Hebei. Since the battle had been going on for a long time without a result, Ma Sui requested reinforcements. Meanwhile, Li Xilie invaded Xiangcheng. The emperor issued an edict asking for strategies, and Lu Zhi put forward his opinions. 

Toiling to subdue distant regions is not as good as strengthening the nearby ones; trying various ways to remedy mistakes is not as good as changing the course. Currently, the situations in You, Yan, Heng, and Wei are less urgent and the potential disasters are relatively minor, while those in Ru, Luo, Xing, and Bian are more pressing and the disasters are more serious. After Tian Yue's defeat, he has no long - term strategies. Wang Wujun is brave but lacks strategy, and Zhu Tao is full of doubts and slow to make decisions. They restrict and coerce each other. In an emergency, they will cooperate, but when the situation eases, they will hate each other. There won't be a situation where they can cause excessive trouble. This is what is called a less urgent situation. Li Xilie is eager to attack and cruel in causing harm. He occupies the rich and complete areas of Cai and Xu, and has also added the spoils from Deng and Xiang. If he invades the east, the supply routes will be blocked; if he looks north, the capital and other cities will be shaken. This is what is called an urgent situation. The elite cavalry from Dai, Shuo, Bin, and Ling in the past, and the selected troops from Shangdang and Mengjin at present are all sent to Shandong. With too many generals, the forces are divided, and with a large number of troops, the finances are exhausted. This shows that the garrison is too cumbersome. Li Mian is a civil official but is in charge of Bian, a place of great strategic importance. The troops of Ge Shuyao are a motley crew, facing the sharp - attacking rebels in Xiangcheng. They are not well - trained and are hesitant to advance. This shows that the defense is insufficient. Now, if Li Peng is recalled to Heyang to support the Eastern Capital, and Li Huaiguang relieves the siege of Xiangcheng, and the troops from Taiyuan, Ze, and Lu are concentrated to resist the forces in Shandong, then Liang and Song will be safe. 

He also said: 

The key to establishing a nation lies in assessing the relative importance. When the foundation is strong and the branches are weak, the nation can be stable. Therefore, those who govern the world should be like a person using their arms and fingers, with the different parts in proper proportion and in harmony. The royal domain is the foundation of the four directions; the capital city is the foundation of the royal domain. In terms of the situation, the capital city should be like the body, the royal domain like the arms, and the four directions like the fingers. This is the supreme power of the emperor. That's why in previous dynasties, they transferred the taxes from all over the country and moved the powerful figures from the counties and prefectures to enrich the capital. Emperor Taizong established 800 military garrisons, with 500 in Guanzhong. The whole country was no match for Guanzhong, which showed the intention of controlling the light by the heavy. After a long - term peaceful era, the military preparations declined. So, An Lushan took advantage of the situation where the external forces were strong and captured the two capitals in one swoop. However, there were still horses in the pastures and grain in the counties and prefectures, which enabled Emperor Suzong to restore the dynasty. After the Qianyuan period, external troubles occurred one after another, and all the troops were sent to the east for the expedition. So, the Tubo took advantage of the emptiness, and the previous emperor was unable to defend. This was the loss of the power to control the light by the heavy. After returning from Shaanxi, learning from the previous lessons, the imperial guards were gradually strengthened. So, there were troops from Shuofang, Jingyuan, and Longyou in Guanzhong to defend against the Western Rong tribes, and troops from Taiyuan in Hedong to control the Northern barbarians. Now, the troops from Shuofang and Taiyuan have been stationed in Shandong, and all the six armies of the Shence Guards are garrisoned outside the pass. When the generals find they can't defeat the enemies completely, they ask for reinforcements. Your Majesty has to withdraw the frontier troops, reduce the imperial guards, exhaust the horses in the inner stables and the weapons in the armory, recruit the sons of generals to augment the troops, and levy private livestock to increase the cavalry. When it is reported that there is a shortage of finances, you calculate the value of houses, borrow money from merchants, and set up various taxation measures, which are getting worse day by day. What if someone like Zhu Tao or Li Xilie entrenches themselves in the border fortresses and secretly launches an attack in the capital area? How can we prepare for it? 

Guanzhong is the foundation of the royal cause. The outstanding figures in Guanzhong are no different from those registered in the military camps; the carriages in Guanzhong are no different from those in the stables; the financial resources in Guanzhong are no different from those stored in the treasury. In case of an emergency one day, they can be utilized. Your Majesty, if you would be so kind as to listen to my plan, order Li Peng to lead his troops back to support Luoyang and Li Huaiguang to relieve the siege of Xiangcheng, then Li Xilie will surely retreat. Recall the Shence Army and the sons of generals who have been sent eastward. Cancel all the decrees in the capital regarding the property tax, the wine monopoly, the transaction tax, borrowing from merchants, and conscription. This is the way to strengthen the foundation and sort out the chaos. 

The emperor did not accept his advice. Later, when the troops in Jingzhou suddenly mutinied, all that Lu Zhi had said came true. 

Following the emperor on his journey to Fengtian, the administrative affairs were extremely numerous. With the deployment and dispatch of troops from near and far, as well as the reporting and approval of requests, there were hundreds of official documents and imperial edicts every day. At first, Lu Zhi seemed not to think much, but when the works were completed, they comprehensively covered all aspects of the situation, were clearly presented and repeatedly elaborated, so that everyone could understand. The clerks beside him could hardly finish copying, and other academicians couldn't even start writing, while Lu Zhi still had an abundant supply of ideas.  

At first, when the emperor encountered the sudden change, he often blamed himself. Lu Zhi said, "Your Majesty's admitting mistakes shows the spirit of Yao and Shun. However, it is the fault of the officials that led to the invasion of the enemy." Lu Zhi was actually referring to Lu Qi and others. The emperor protected Lu Qi and thus said, "You can't bear to attribute the blame to me, so you say such things. But since ancient times, the rise and fall of a country, is it also determined by fate? Perhaps today's misfortune is not caused by human beings." After Lu Zhi withdrew, he submitted a memorial to the emperor, saying: 

Since the An - Shi Rebellion, the court has followed the old ways and been indulgent. The local regions have taken control of their own territories and never participated in court assemblies. Your Majesty intended to unify the country, so you ordered the generals to lead troops to fight in all directions. For one person's military service, ten households had to provide support. Those at home were exhausted by transporting supplies, and those on the battlefield suffered from the swords and arrows. Both those who left and those who stayed were in turmoil, and the villages were in unrest. As more and more troops were gathered, the expenses were increasing. When the regular taxes were not enough, you discussed imposing tighter limits and increasing the levies. After the increased levies were exhausted, additional allocations were made. When the additional allocations were still insufficient, the taxation and loan - raising measures were established. The regulations became more and more strict, and the officials could not bear the burden. Agriculture and sericulture were disrupted by the constant summons, and the people's strength was exhausted by the beatings. The common people were crying out in distress, and the counties and cities were in unrest. The border garrisons are for defending the frontiers, and the imperial guards are for patrolling and keeping order. They are the important defenses of the country. Your Majesty sent all of them to the east for the expedition, leaving the border defenses empty. You also searched private pastures and demanded that the families of generals provide troops and horses. The private pastures belong to the families of founding heroes and noble relatives, and the families of generals are the descendants of commanders and governors. They have long been exempted from conscription and corvée. Now, you have taken away their livestock and involved their descendants in military service. They have to borrow money to buy equipment and go bankrupt to provide soldiers and vehicles. How can the senior officials and noble figures not be disheartened? Moreover, you are imposing taxes on the mansions of princes and marquises and calculating the income of small merchants. The noble are not treated preferentially, and those close to the court are not given special treatment. The public is in an uproar, and the capital region is in unrest. 

Your Majesty also believes that all kinds of rules and regulations have been slack and abolished, so you uphold justice to overshadow kindness and rely on laws to achieve good governance. Your decisions are made too hastily, and your scrutiny is overly meticulous. Hasty decisions show little leniency towards others, and suspicions are not allowed to be clarified. Over - meticulous scrutiny breeds excessive suspicion, and assumptions may not necessarily be true. With little leniency, the subordinates fear disasters, so the seeds of treachery are sown. With excessive suspicion, the subordinates are full of misgivings, so the problems of carelessness arise. As a result, rebellions occur one after another, and grievances and complaints are on the rise. The extraordinary perils are the only things that the sovereign alone fails to hear. The rebellious soldiers march boldly and break into the palace during the day. The multiple gates offer no defense as weak as a bundle of grass, and the imperial guards fail to question anyone. Although Your Majesty has capable ministers and trusted assistants, they cannot show whole - hearted loyalty in the face of danger and cannot sacrifice their lives in times of trouble. This is the fault of the officials. 

Your Majesty's attributing the rise and fall of the country to fate is also a mistake. The Book of Documents says, "Heaven sees as the people see; heaven hears as the people hear." So what heaven sees and hears depends on people. There is no fate independent of human affairs. King Zhou of the Shang Dynasty said, "Am I not favored by heaven?" This is to ignore human affairs and attribute everything to fate, which is absolutely unreasonable. The Book of Changes says, "Blessings come from heaven." Confucius explained that "blessing means assistance. Heaven helps those who follow the right path, and people help those who are trustworthy. If one is trustworthy and thinks about following the right path, then one will be blessed." When the Book of Changes discusses the relationship between heaven's and people's assistance, it emphasizes that one must first act in the right way, and then good or bad consequences will follow. This shows clearly that fate lies in human hands. It has never happened that when human affairs are well - managed, heaven sends chaos; nor has it ever happened that when human affairs are in chaos, heaven sends peace. Still afraid that there may be doubts? Let me prove it with recent events. 

Since the start of the war, material resources have been exhausted. People's hearts are filled with fear and suspicion, like turbulent waves, restless and unsettled. People gather in groups to discuss, believing that there will surely be a change. The people in the capital are not all experts in divination or understand the will of heaven. So, is it really fate that led to the invasion of the enemy? Good governance may sometimes lead to chaos, and chaos may sometimes contribute to good governance. A country may perish without facing difficulties, or it may thrive in the face of many hardships. Good governance may lead to chaos because one relies on good governance and fails to make improvements. Chaos may contribute to good governance because one can manage the situation when facing chaos. A country may lose its way without difficulties because it neglects the importance of state affairs and forgets to be vigilant. A country may thrive in the face of many hardships because it experiences the difficulties of various affairs and learns to be cautious. Now, the events that led to chaos and disorder cannot be reversed. The task of achieving good governance and rejuvenating the country lies in making strenuous efforts and careful improvements. At this extremely critical moment, following the right path will lead to prosperity, while deviating from it will result in failure. There is no room for regret. You should just think carefully and plan thoroughly. Set aside your own opinions and follow the majority, go against your desires and abide by the right path. Keep away from sycophants and get close to the loyal and upright. Show utmost sincerity and get rid of suspicion and deception. This path is very easy to understand and implement. It doesn't consume much energy or require great effort. You just need to keep it in mind. What need you worry about the rebels, what fear the misfortune, and what be concerned about the unrest? 

The emperor also asked Lu Zhi about matters most relevant to the present. Lu Zhi advised the emperor, "During the days when the officials come to court, let them fully express their views on the pros and cons. If they are responding regarding military affairs, see them regardless of the time and listen to them without getting tired. Combine the wisdom of the whole world to enhance your own discernment." The emperor said, "Don't I show sincerity! However, when I look at those who submit memorials, they only criticize others' strengths and weaknesses. Most of them are not loyal and upright. Previously, I thought that the emperor and his officials were like one body, so I trusted them without suspicion. But it turned out that the villains used this to abuse their power. Today's misfortune is the consequence of my excessive sincerity. Moreover, those who offer advice don't keep it confidential. They always try to shift the blame to me to gain a good reputation for themselves. Since I ascended the throne, I've heard a lot of people speaking about affairs. Most of them just follow the same opinion and repeat what they've heard. When questioned further, they can't give reasonable answers. So, recently, I didn't order the sequential audience. How can it be said that I'm tired of it!" Then Lu Zhi strongly remonstrated, saying: 

In the past, there were people who stopped eating because they choked once, and there were also those who drowned themselves for fear of drowning. Isn't it an over - reaction to prevent disasters in such a way! May Your Majesty take this as a lesson and not let minor concerns hinder the pursuit of the right path. I've heard that people are assisted because of trust, and the foundation of trust lies in sincerity. Without sincerity, one's heart cannot be stable; without trust, one's words cannot be put into action. Therefore, the sages attach great importance to them. The classic says, "Sincerity is the beginning and the end of all things. Without sincerity, there are no things." Things here refer to affairs, which means that without sincerity, nothing can be accomplished. If an ordinary person is not sincere, he can achieve nothing. How much more so for a king who relies on people's sincerity to consolidate his rule. Can he not be sincere towards others? Your Majesty's view that sincerity and trust have led to harm, I secretly disagree. Confucius said, "If you can talk to someone but don't, you miss a person; if you can't talk to someone but do, you waste your words. A wise man neither misses a person nor wastes his words." Your Majesty can examine the words but cannot not trust; can be cautious about whom to interact with but cannot not be sincere. The so - called common people are extremely simple yet can be as discerning as gods. Those ordinary folks may be ignorant or vulgar, which seems like stupidity. However, they can distinguish all the gains and losses of the superior, know all the likes and dislikes, spread all the secrets, and imitate all the actions. If you try to control them with tricks, they will be deceitful; if you show suspicion towards them, they will be lazy. If you don't treat them with courtesy, they will be less willing to follow righteousness; if you don't comfort them with affection, they will offer less loyalty. When the superior acts, the subordinates follow; when the superior bestows, the subordinates repay, just like a shadow follows a form and an echo responds to a sound. So it is said, "Only the utmost sincerity in the world can fully develop one's nature." If you don't fully develop your own nature but demand others to do so, and if you are not sincere at first but expect others to be sincere later, they will surely be deceived and lose trust. Now, if a regional governor is not sincere towards the country, Your Majesty sends troops to attack him; if a minister is not trustworthy to the superior, Your Majesty orders his execution. The officials follow the order and dare not pardon them because Your Majesty uses what you possess to demand what they lack. Therefore, sincerity and trust should never be left behind even for a moment. May Your Majesty carefully uphold and earnestly practice them. I'm afraid there's no reason to regret doing so.  

The classic says, "Who can be without faults? To err is common, but to correct them is the greatest virtue." Zhong Hui sang the praises of King Tang's virtue, saying, "He was not stingy about correcting his mistakes." Jifu extolled King Xuan's achievements, saying, "When there were flaws in the king's duties, Zhongshanfu made up for them." King Tang was a sage king, and Zhong Hui was a sage advisor. With a sage advisor assisting a sage king, they didn't praise him for being fault - free but for correcting his mistakes. King Xuan of Zhou was a wise king who restored the prosperity of the Zhou Dynasty, and Jifu was a virtuous and capable minister proficient in both civil and military affairs. When singing the praises of his lord, he didn't praise him for having no flaws but for making up for them. It is quite clear that the intention of the sages and the worthy is to value the act of correcting mistakes. In fact, making mistakes is inevitable for both the wisest and the most foolish. Only the wise can correct their mistakes and turn to the good, while the foolish are ashamed of their mistakes and continue on the wrong path. Since the middle - ancient times, the ministers have been fond of flattery, and the emperors have considered themselves infallible. They concealed their great virtues and resorted to petty means. There were those who whispered words of advice in private but told lies in public. This gave rise to treachery, hindered the spread of goodness, confused the emperor's mind, and caused the loyal ministers to be blamed. The practice of flattery became prevalent, and the harm was extremely great. Emperor Taizong had the virtues of being both civil and military, benevolent and righteous, and achieved the great feat of bringing the country to peace. His achievements can be regarded as magnificent. However, even to this day, people first praise him for accepting advice and correcting mistakes. It can be seen that to accept advice and correct mistakes is a great feat of emperors. Your Majesty believes that when the remonstrating officials discuss affairs, they claim the credit for good deeds and shift the blame to the superior. It's true that this is not a good thing, but it doesn't detract from Your Majesty's great virtues. If you accept their advice without objection, spreading such things will only enhance your reputation. If you reject their advice, how can you prevent it from being spread? You shouldn't block the path for people to offer advice because of this. 

The sage does not neglect the slightest detail and does not insult the widowers and widows; grand words without verification need not be adopted, and sincere words that are reasonable need not be rejected; what pleases the mind is not necessarily right, and what goes against the heart need not be denied; being different from others is not necessarily correct, and being the same as the crowd is not necessarily wrong; those with clumsy words and slow - acting results are not necessarily stupid, and those with sweet words and great - promised benefits are not necessarily wise. Examine things based on facts and only focus on what is good, then you can win the hearts of the whole world. Human nature is blinded by what one believes, discouraged by what one doubts, neglectful of what one thinks is unimportant, and indulgent in what one desires. If one's belief is one - sided, one won't listen to the full truth of the words, so there will be over - exaggerated remarks; if one is overly suspicious, one won't listen to the words even if they are true, so there will be misjudgments. If one looks down on a person, one will miss important matters; if one is eager for something, one will keep unworthy people. If one indulges one's own preferences without examining the facts, then one will lose the hearts of the world. Therefore, what is often ignored by common people is highly valued by the sage. One doesn't necessarily have to pursue the lofty and the unusual. 

Your Majesty also said that when people speak in the same way and are questioned further, they can't give reasonable answers. I think that although Your Majesty can exhaust their words, you haven't exhausted the truth; you can make them speechless, but you haven't convinced their hearts. Moreover, the people below all wish to convey their feelings to the superior, and the superior always wants to know the situation of the people below. However, the people below often find it difficult to reach the superior, and the superior often finds it hard to know the people below. Why is this so? It is because the nine drawbacks have not been removed. The so - called nine drawbacks include six on the part of the superior and three on the part of the subordinates. The drawbacks of the superior are: loving to outdo others, being ashamed to hear about one's mistakes, showing off one's eloquence, flaunting one's intelligence, being overly strict and imposing, and being willfully stubborn. The drawbacks of the subordinates are: flattering, being indecisive, and being cowardly. If one loves to outdo others and is ashamed of one's mistakes, one will surely enjoy the words of flatterers and hate straightforward words. Then the flatterers will get promoted, and the loyal words will no longer be heard. If one shows off one's eloquence and intelligence, one will surely use words to refute others and suspect others of being deceitful. Then the indecisive ones will seek their own convenience, and the benefits of sincere discussions will not be fully realized. If one is overly strict and willfully stubborn, one will surely not be able to show kindness in dealing with others and take the blame on oneself. Then the cowardly ones will come, and the reasonable arguments will not be presented. Even Yao and Shun found it difficult to understand people. How can one claim to know a person's abilities just through one question and one answer? If one wants to govern the world but doesn't strive to win the hearts of the people, one will surely fail to govern; if one strives to win the hearts of the people but doesn't frequently interact with the subordinates, one will surely not win their hearts; if one tries to interact with the subordinates but doesn't distinguish between gentlemen and villains, one will surely not be able to interact with them properly; if one tries to distinguish between gentlemen and villains but hates the straightforward and loves the flatterers, one will




























d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png
-

-

-

7O





