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“For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor branch. But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings; and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall” (Malachi 4:1-2) Definition The word healing, in the context of the Scripture quoted above means marpe in the original Hebrew language. According to Strong’s Hebrew Dictionary, marpe is defined as medicine, cure, deliverance, health, healing, sound mind, remedy. That is to be wholesome. Healing Under the Old Covenant The people of Israel travelled for a period of forty years in the wilderness, yet not a single one of them experienced sickness.  They enjoyed God’s providential care, provision and protection. He led them through the wilderness as a pillar of cloud during the day and as a pillar of fire during the night to give them light. In the scorching sands of the desert the cloudy pillar protected them from the heat of the sun. By His miraculous hand He provided them food and water to keep them strong and healthy. None of them was weak, or afflicted by disease in their bodies although they had been dreadfully oppressed for many years in Egypt. “He brought them forth also with silver and gold: and there was not one feeble person among their tribes... He spread a cloud for a covering; and fire to give light in the night. The people asked, and he brought quails, and satisfied them with the bread of heaven. He opened the rock, and the waters gushed out; they ran in the dry places like a river” (Psalms 105:37, 39 – 41). “Then he led the Israelites out; they carried silver and gold, and all of them were healthy and strong” (Psalm 105:37 GNT). “And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light; to go by day and night” (Exodus 13:21). The Lord did all these things for the people of Israel because He remembered His everlasting covenant with Abraham: “For he remembered his holy promise, and Abraham his servant” (Psalm 105:42). In Genesis 15, we see an account of what God told Abraham concerning Israel and the things they were going to experience in the land of Egypt. The Lord gave Abraham a glimpse of the oppression and affliction which the Israelites were going to suffer for four hundred years in a strange land. “And he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred years; And also that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge: and afterward shall they come out with great substance.” (Genesis 15:13–14). True to His word, the Lord ensured that when the time was due, He delivered Israel from the hands of their oppressors. Indeed, not only did they come out of Egypt with great substance (silver and gold), but they were strong and healthy. “...and there was not one feeble person among their tribes...” This means that there was none among them who was weak, sick or plagued by disease. Is this not amazing, that a people who had been used, misused and abused for many years in a strange land would come out still strong and healthy? We should not lose sight of the fact that they were slaves, and thus were treated as such. One would expect that people living in such hard conditions would suffer from poverty, malnutrition, body weakness, and continuous ill-health. But it was not the case with Israel! They rather grew stronger and healthier. What was the secret behind their health? God had a Covenant with them. In that covenant, God promised to protect them against sicknesses and diseases. In Exodus 15:26, He told them: “If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the LORD thy God, and wilt do that which is right in his sight, and wilt give ear to his commandments, and keep all his statutes, I will put none of these diseases upon thee, which I have brought upon the Egyptians: for I am the LORD that healeth thee”. Also in Exodus 23:25– 26, He said: “And ye shall serve the LORD your God, and he shall bless thy bread, and thy water; and I will take sickness away from the midst of thee. There shall nothing cast their young, nor be barren, in thy land: the number of thy days I will fulfil.” Again He said, “And the Lord will take away from thee all sickness....” (Deuteronomy 7:15). This Old Covenant, which God established with His people through Father Abraham, gave them full assurance of divine health, among other blessings. This was but a shadow of the real blessings that were to come through Jesus Christ under the New Covenant. Healing Under the New Covenant Many centuries before the birth of Christ the Messiah, Prophet Isaiah foretold His suffering, the purpose for which He was to die, and the blessings which were to come upon all mankind as a result of His sacrificial death on the cross. “He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our 5 - Healing in His Wings - faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed” (Isaiah 53:3–5). As shown in the Scripture, Jesus brought the punishment for our sins upon Himself; He carried our sins on the cross so that we could obtain grace unto salvation and eternal life. Many church folks have no difficulty accepting this truth, but they fail to recognize that Christ did not die only for our sins, but for our sicknesses too. Apart from giving us eternal life, His sacrifice also brought us redemption from sickness, pain and sorrow. If we believe that He carried our sins, we should believe that He carried our sicknesses too. The tenth verse of the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah reads, “Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him; he hath put him to grief....”(Isaiah 53:10). The Hebrew translation of the expression “...he hath put him to GRIEF” literally means “He hath made him SICK”, for the sake of our healing. Now, let’s see what is written concerning Jesus in the Gospel according to Matthew: “When the even was come, they brought unto him many that were possessed with devils: and he cast out the spirits with his word, and HEALED ALL THAT WERE SICK: That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, HIMSELF TOOK OUR INFIRMITIES, AND BARE OURSICKNESSES” (Matthew 8:16 – 17). In the seventeenth verse, we see Matthew quoting the prophecy which came through Prophet Isaiah (Esaias). The prophecy said, “Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows....” (Isaiah 53:4). The translation in Matthew 8:17 is much clearer: “...himself took our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses...” Therefore, Isaiah 53:4 could be paraphrased as “Surely he hath borne our sicknesses and carried our pains”. There are other Scriptures in the New Testament which make reference to Isaiah’s prophecy. For instance, I Peter 2:24 says, “Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed”. Healing is God’s Will Every Christian must understand that it is God’s will that every one of His children walks in divine health and healing. This is why when Jesus came, as chronicled in Scripture, He “...went about doing good and HEALING all that were oppressed of the devil....” (Act 10:38). So Jesus was, and still is, God’s will in action. While on earth, He went about healing and setting free those whom the devil had bound with the shackles of disease and infirmity. “And the people, when they knew it, followed him: and he received them, and spake unto them of the kingdom of God, and healed them that had need of healing.” (Luke 9:11). “And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people” (Matthew 4:23). We Must Fight Sickness Sickness is not of God; it is an enemy to humanity. Even in the secular world this fact is acknowledged. That is why the World Health Organisation (WHO), governments of the world, non-governmental organisations (NGOs
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