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YOU MAY HAVE HEARD a little about archaeology and may have even seen the many articles in the news detailing the discoveries.

––––––––
[image: image]


YET YOU MAY NOT KNOW that much about this scientific research field. Studying history is not the most exciting activity for a majority of people in this world.
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THEY HAVE MORE PRESSING concerns which keeps their minds in the present. They do not want to be concerned about the problems that people had 3,000 years ago or even 2,000 years ago.
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ALTHOUGH MANY PEOPLE are bored with history archaeology can help modern people face their troubles, find the answers they seek as well as help guide their children to be constructive contributing citizens.
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THE INFORMATION THAT the past holds help farmers with their crops get a better yield. That information also helps one adjust their lifestyle to eat better foods for a healthier lifestyle.
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ARCHAEOLOGY ALSO HELPS people live better Christian lives. The people who take the time to read about the past, find that different discoveries build their faith which they then can pass on to their children.
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KNOWING THE ANSWERS to little children’s questions go a long way in keeping those same children from walking away from their faith and their families.
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WHAT FOLLOWS IS A BRIEF discussion on what takes place in the field of archaeology. There is a lot more to the field than making wonderful discoveries.
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IN FACT, THERE ARE a lot of personal agendas at work that would undermine the objectives already stated in this section.
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NOT EVERY ARCHAEOLOGIST is a Christian. That means that the average pastor, church leader, missionary and parents should take the time to familiarize themselves with the field of archaeology.
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TOO MANY ARCHAEOLOGISTS have lost their faith when they looked to archaeology over God to sustain their faith.
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ARCHAEOLOGY IS NOT infallible, and it is filled with limitations that hinder it from uncovering all the details of the past.
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THEN DIFFERENT ARCHAEOLOGISTS with their own theories often distort the physical evidence they uncover and try to have it say what they want it to say.
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IT IS UP TO THE BELIEVER to take the initiative and learn about the field of archaeology so they can address controversies, unbelievers’ arguments and their own children’s questions
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THIS BOOK GIVES YOU an overview of what goes on in the realm of archaeological work. It is written to help the reader become more aware of what goes on in the field and helps them be more wary when someone says the events of the Bible did not take place.

––––––––
[image: image]


IT IS ALSO WRITTEN so that the unwary believer can be more alert and protect their own faith when unbelieving archaeologists declare the Bible wrong.
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GOD WANTS HIS PEOPLE to gain knowledge, but that knowledge has to be the truth. God’s people are not to be repeating misinformation nor take any information blindly.
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THEY NEED TO BE EQUIPPED to handle archaeological discoveries as God would want. The way to do that is to follow God’s word over science.
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YOU CAN’T DO THAT IF you do not know much about the field of archaeology as it is one tool that is used to mislead God’s people and call their faith a lie.
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JUST SO YOU KNOW, ARCHAEOLOGY actually supports the Bible, contrary to what many archaeologists and other unbelievers claim. 
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KEEP THAT IN MIND AS you read these pages.

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

Archaeology and Faith
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ARCHAEOLOGY DIGS UP old cultures
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ARCHAEOLOGY AND ARCHAEOLOGISTS have done wonders uncovering our human history throughout the years. A recent discovery at Gath has shown that there was much more to the city than originally thought.
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IT LAY HIDDEN FOR THE 23 years the chief archaeologist, Aren Maier, has dug at the site. With nothing against Dr. Maier, the question rises ‘was this actually an original city constructed by the Philistines or was it in existence when the Philistine immigrated to the Levant?’[1]
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THIS IS ONE OF THE things we learn through archaeology. Nothing is as it seems. Unfortunately, while we now have this new discovery, this is not a complete picture pf what transpired in the era of Gath and the Philistines.
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THERE IS STILL TOO much information missing that hinders archaeologists from drawing a complete picture.
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THE INFORMATION IS not there

––––––––
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THERE IS IN ARCHAEOLOGY an element that keeps us from knowing exactly what the discovery is about and from learning a complete picture about the past.
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KENNETH KITCHEN WROTE in the first chapter of his book, The Bible in Its World, of this destructive element. In his examples, erosion was the main culprit and this natural destructive force was seen in destroying over 95% of a given site.[2]
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THIS, OF COURSE, IS not the only natural destructive force that archaeology and archaeologists have to contend with.
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THERE ARE WARS, EARTHQUAKES, sandstorms, rain storms and a lot more that all play a role in destroying sites that existed thousands of years ago.
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TO DRAW CONCLUSIONS about our history based upon roughly 2 to 5 % of the actual remains is not a rational method to use.
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YET, THAT IS WHAT IS done and has been done for over the roughly 2 centuries the field of archaeology has been in existence. Archaeologists tend to draw conclusions based on incomplete data and some of those conclusions have influenced many a believing archaeologist away from their biblical faith. They use the absence of evidence to influence their life’s decisions and take them away from a belief that God and the Bible are to an idea that neither are true.[3]
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SOME VERY PROMINENT scholars and archaeologists have used the lack of information archaeology has uncovered to turn their faith in God around and lead them away from salvation. James Strange and William Dever are two examples of this common decision.[4]

The latter was an ordained minister and pastored a church for over a decade while the former does not believe in the physical reality of the resurrection of Jesus. These changes in their beliefs are because of what they did not find when they were full time archaeologists.[5]
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PART OF THE REASON why these men and women lose their faith is because they put too much faith in the research field and expect it to perform miracles.
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NO RESEARCH FIELD CAN and with the limitations of archaeology it is unrealistic to expect it to deliver mind boggling discoveries that ensure people will fall down and worship God or change from an atheist, agnostic or a simple unbeliever into a believer.
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ARCHAEOLOGY CANNOT produce what has been removed from existence. So, to base one’s belief on what cannot be found instead of looking at what has been uncovered is not the most intelligent way to use the field.
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THIS IS THE DANGER that many young people are faced with. They are taught by those professors who do not believe God’s word or have had it destroyed because what they were expecting did not turn up.
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THIS BIASED INFLUENCE them influences those young minds, Christians included, and gets them on the path to disbelieving God and his word.
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WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE is for people to focus on those discoveries that have shown that God and the Bible have told the truth. The museums are full of such discoveries.
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THEIR VALUE CANNOT be diminished simply because an archaeologist working 2,000 to 5,000 years after the fact did not find what they wanted to find.
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AS KENNETH KITCHEN has said and it is a statement that has been repeated by many other scholars and archaeologists, ‘the absence of evidence is not evidence for absence’[6]
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ONE’S FAITH SHOULD not be based on what cannot be found but on the word of God. Archaeology is merely a tool to help people strengthen their faith in God by what it does find.
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THEIR FAITH SHOULD be based on the word of God and the fact that he cannot lie.[7] A limited
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