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      I almost missed the ad while rushing out of the grocery store after a long day of work.  Tucked away in a corner of the bulletin board near the exit door was a small poster with the headline Earn Extra Income Hosting a Foreign Exchange Student.  I paused for a moment, then pulled my cart closer to the board to read the message:

      
        
        Earn money while helping a foreign student expand their cultural horizons.  There's no better way to learn a new language and appreciate other cultures than to live with someone from another part of the world.  By hosting a young person from a different country, you promote friendship, understanding, and cooperation in your home and community.  Welcome a foreign exchange student into your home today and open the door to an exciting new world of experiences.  Contact exchangehost.com for more info.

      

      

      After reading the ad, I suddenly became aware of how hard my heart was pounding in my chest.  I'd lived alone after separating from my husband more than two years ago, and my big house had become far too quiet and lonely.  Having never had children of my own, the idea of hosting a young person from another country seemed a perfect fit.  I'd have someone to liven up my daily routine while helping the student develop a sense of independence in an exciting new environment.

      When I got home, I went to the agency's website and read everything I could about the program.  The more I learned, the more excited I became.  I wasn't interested in the small monthly stipend I'd earn hosting the student so much as the sense of adventure taking in a boarder from a different country.  It would be an opportunity to share cultural experiences, improve my foreign language skills, and make new friendships.

      The following morning, I called first thing to book an appointment for an interview.  When I got to their office, the receptionist escorted me into the director's suite where a smartly dressed woman in her fifties invited me to make myself comfortable while she took a seat in the opposite armchair.

      "Welcome, Ms. Robertson," she said.  "My name is Elise Laurent, the director of Exchange Host student exchange services.  What brings you to our office today?"

      "I'm interested in hosting a foreign exchange student," I said.

      "I see you're here by yourself.  Do you live alone?"

      "Yes," I said, crossing my legs defensively.  "Do you accept applications from single women?"

      "Of course," she said.  "It all depends on the individual's circumstances and motivation.  Our primary concern is finding a safe and supportive environment for our clients.  May I ask what attracts you to our program?"

      "I saw an ad for your services at the supermarket.  I've never had any children, and I like the idea of helping a young person supplement their education in a different country.  With so much conflict and misunderstanding between countries and cultures, this seems an ideal way to foster better communication and friendship."

      "You seem primarily focused on the benefits to the student," the director nodded.  "What advantages do you see for you, personally?"

      "It's not about the money, if that's what you mean.  I'd do it for free, if that were an option.  I live alone and work from home, so I have limited opportunity for social interaction.  To be honest, I think it would be fun to have someone else to share my house with.  Especially a young person who I could foster and take under my wing.  I could take her shopping, go out to restaurants, visit national parks–it could be fun for both of us."

      "So you're looking to host a female student only?"

      "Not necessarily.  I'd consider either gender, but I think it would be more fun hosting a girl."

      The director nodded, scribbling some notes on a notepad.

      "You say money isn't a consideration.  May I ask what you do for a living?"

      "I'm a freelance graphic artist.  I help develop ads, logos, websites, and media campaigns for corporate clients."

      "Do you own your home?"

      "I guess technically the bank owns it until the mortgage is paid off," I chuckled.  "But yes, I'm the sole title owner."

      "Umm," the director hummed, scribbling some more notes.  "Do you have an extra room and bath available for another occupant?"

      "Yes," I said.  "Frankly, that's another reason I'm considering this.  My house is far too large for one person.  I'll feel better making better use of the extra
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