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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to the glimmering world of elegant darkness, where handsome vampires are irresistibly seductive; pretty little girls have soulless eyes; and teens are confused by forces beyond their control. The realm of monsters and the supernatural is visually striking. It stirs our deepest fears with characters that are deceptively beautiful and yet deadly. At the same time, these characters are often tragic heroes, born to a world where they don’t belong. It’s compelling stuff. And now, with this book, learning to draw in the hottest style of manga is as simple as following the step-by-step illustrations and hints, which are carefully crafted to speed up the aspiring artist’s learning curve.

Within these covers lie the frightening characters that viewers can’t look away from. Their bewitching charm and sinister slinkiness captivate manga fans. The shelves in bookstores and the listings online overflow with spooky stories about dashing vampires, dangerous temptresses, zombies, and other perennial supernatural favorites.

In addition to providing a complete overview of how to draw popular monstrous character types, I also include sections on drawing moody backgrounds, using color, and more.

You’ll learn the newest trends in making manga monsters. Among these is the technique of mixing genres. I’ll demonstrate how to create characters by marrying one popular style with another to produce something completely new and fresh. For example, when goth style is combined with the look of schoolgirls, it results in “shoujo-goth,” a haunting style.

This book belongs on the shelf of anyone who enjoys drawing manga. Because of the widespread appeal of the supernatural, artists simply can’t afford not to learn how to draw its monstrous inhabitants. This timeless style is represented by some of today’s most popular graphic novels, including Vampire Knights and Bleach, to name but a couple.

Are you ready to embark on a deliciously evil adventure in drawing? If so, then let’s get started.
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THE BASICS

The world of midnight monsters is one where the good are bad, and the bad are even worse. It features darkly charismatic characters. Here deceit and seduction are as commonplace as Sailor Moon look-alikes at a manga convention.

But before you begin to draw these glamorous and wicked characters, let me give you a brief overview of some of the more popular denizens of darkness, doom, dread, and any other gloomy terms that start with the letter D. With this foundation in place, I’ll lead you to a fantastic world of drawing tutorials. Scared? I’d tell you not to be, but then I’d be lying. So grab a pencil, a clove of garlic, and a wooden stake, and let’s begin.

MAJOR CHARACTER TYPES

What makes a monster a monster? Is it the way these characters avoid the sunshine like the plague, sleep all day, and do their work only at night? Not really, because that would describe every college kid in America. Is it the way a monster has to deceive and trick people in order to live? Maybe, but that also applies to lawyers. What about the fact that many monsters live their lives in fear of being impaled by a stake through the heart, their flesh being seared by a cross, or melting if they should ever come into contact with water? Bingo.

Style is an important aspect of art. Although the goth style is grounded in solid drawing techniques, it’s also highly atmospheric and stylish. The look is smooth, devious, but also refined, cultured, even sumptuous. It is critical for manga artists to be able to capture this look in their drawings. And that’s why this book marries technique with style in all of its tutorials.

THE EVOLUTION OF A STYLE: FROM GOOD GIRL TO GOTH GIRL

Meet the typical good girl. She’s happy and neatly dressed. Not someone you might mistake for the living dead.
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GRAY TONES AND POOLS OF BLACKNESS ARE PARTICULARLY EVOCATIVE IN THE GOTH STYLE, WHERE SHADES CONTRAST AND COMPLEMENT EACH OTHER.
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THIS GOTH GIRL WEARS THE COLORS OF NIGHT. THAT DOESN’T MEAN “DREARY”; IT MEANS “EERIE.”


WINGS AND FLOUNCES

Goth style contains both overt and subtle icons of evil. Bat wings are overt. The red eyes are subtle, but just as effective.



CHILDREN OF THE DAMNED

Parents: Don’t let your kids attend any birthday parties for these two. Possessed children are super-ominous. And we’re talking about young children. Children who play with sand buckets, yo-yos, and, yes, tarantulas. If you really want to creep out your audience, make them twins. Twins are a common motif running through Japanese comics in all genres. Sometimes they convey silliness and fun, like when they play “Hide and Seek.” These two are more likely to play “Hide the Femur.”
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YOUNG TEEN GOTH

Goths aren’t always vampires. Often, they are drawn as social outcasts and misfits who are attractive or handsome, but in a dark and mysterious way. They can make cool combos when mixed with schoolgirl clothing as in this example of casual boots and a bow in the hair combined with a Victorian dress, colored in a cheerful shade of black.
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GOTH GUY

Girls, do not date a guy who dresses like this, whether or not he’s made the honor roll. This poster boy for “bad news” is the quintessential rebel. He’s self-absorbed, indifferent, and dangerous. In other words, he’s way cool. He’s everything your mom fears in a boy.

Note the ripped tank top, chains, spikes, and punky-glamorous fur-lined vest. Not exactly dressing for a job interview, is he?
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VICTORIAN VAMPIRE

In the supernatural realm, it’s always midnight in London. It seems the Gilded Age never died. Out of the mist comes a pleasant-looking stranger with an anemic complexion. How anemic? He’d need to live in a tanning booth for two weeks just to be called “pale.” He has a lean and hungry look, yet his cultured and well-to-do visage puts others at ease. The elegant fashion conceals a primal thirst for blood.
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GLAMOROUS VAMPIRE

This type lures his prey with dashing good looks, stylish attire, and expensive taste. He can usually be found living in a mansion, castle, or gigantic penthouse apartment overlooking the city lights. But remember: These are only suggestions. You’re the artist. You can decide where he lives and which toys to give him and whether or not to name him “Fred.” Actually, I take that back. Never name a vampire “Fred.”
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ADDING GLAMOUR

Manga artists have a big advantage over screenwriters when it comes to budget. Anytime a screenwriter calls for an expensive prop or location, the producer starts to worry about what it might cost to pull it off. As a result, loads of great scenes get eliminated from many scripts, and, therefore, never make it onto the screen.

But a manga artist, drawing a graphic novel, has an unlimited budget. It costs no more to draw two people talking in a fancy castle than it does to draw the same two people talking on a sidewalk in Pittsburgh.



VAMPIRE WOMAN

She’s very seductive and very bad. And I don’t mean rolled-through-the-stop-sign bad. She’s just about the most seductive character type in the genre. Although her outfit or costume may vary greatly, typically, these clothes have something in common: They are flirtatiously revealing and composed of only a few dark colors, or black, rather than a wider palette. Her dark smile radiates confidence. She has had boyfriends, but somehow, they never seem to make it past the first kiss.
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DRAWING VAMPIRE WOMEN

Many popular vampire women aren’t drawn in the youthful, shoujo style of manga. No oversized head, no giant glistening eyes, no cutesy body shape or frilly outfit. She’s got the look of an older teen or young adult. That means that, relative to her body, her head is a more normal size than the oversized heads of younger characters. Her eyes are more almond-shaped than spherical. And she has a slinky figure.
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DRAWING HEADS

Get out your pencils for some wickedly fun character drawing. The rule about drawing supernatural character heads is that there is no rule. (Although, if the rule is that there are no rules, isn’t that a rule? Hey, it’s no coincidence that I pulled off a B– in philosophy.) You can make a cute character look as foreboding as a creepy one. It’s all in the execution—of the idea, that is.

However, most star characters of the supernatural genre are good-looking. So keep an eye on the treatment of the hair, eyes, expressions, and colors as you follow the steps in this chapter.

POWERFUL MALE GOTH

Characters from the Dark Side may appear elegant and refined, but they also possess tremendous physical powers. At any moment, they can unleash a torrent of fury. No one likes to face a torrent. Have you ever heard anyone say, “More torrent, please?” Of course not.

The elegant face of this cultured monster is sleek and tapered. But a powerful neck and wide shoulders give away his physical prowess. No wussy guy is built like that. Notice how thick his neck is and how square his shoulders are.
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Give him a high collar (a popular feature of Victorian vampires-see this page).
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THE COLORS USED FOR THIS TYPE OF CHARACTER ARE GENERALLY COOL COLORS. I DON’T MEAN “COOL” AS IN “WOW, COOL RACING STRIPES, DUDE!” I MEAN IT AS IN COLOR THEORY. COOLER COLORS INCLUDE ICE-BLUE, PURPLES, AND MAGENTAS. IN THIS GENRE, PALE


DRAWING THE NOSE






TIP




VICTIM
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THE WILD ONE
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TIP




THE SEDUCTRESS
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YOUNG TEEN GOTH: MALE
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YOUNG TEEN GOTH: FEMALE
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