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  Preface



We have already enjoyed looking at those who can be described as ‘Men God Moved,’ and have seen how men such as Peter, Jude and Boaz1 were stirred and carried along by the Holy Spirit to fulfil God’s purpose. Now, we welcome you to think of ‘Women God Moved,’ and see how He also used them: some, by their godly example; others, because of the imagery conveyed by the place they occupy in His Word.




Along with everything God wants us to gain from this study, Christian women should be assured that He never devalues them. To prove this, He has used a series of Bible brides to occupy very special places in His purpose, and emphasise that He elevates them to the highest possible level by using them as examples of what He calls “the bride, the Lamb’s wife.”2 For our first in-depth study together, we have quite a journey ahead of us, so let’s go for a walk.




The two who did this in Luke 24 had no idea how their walk would turn out, yet it was the most momentous one they ever took, for “Jesus Himself drew near and went with them.”3 What they didn’t anticipate was that He was about to take them on a different kind of walk, one in which only He could be their Travel Guide on a journey through the Old Testament. He even gave them good reason to give His talk a title – “The things concerning Himself”4 or, as A.M. Hodgkin called it, ‘Christ in all the Scriptures.’ What He shared, we don’t know, but there’s no doubt at all that He went through prophecies and events that foreshadowed His life on earth, His sufferings, and entrance to glory. What an unforgettable walk that was!




In a similar way, we can take another walk through the same Old Testament books to trace the reason for His coming and His death on the cross, but, as we set out on this journey, we will also need a very real sense that Jesus is drawing near. Why? Because only the great Expositor Himself, through the present working of the Holy Spirit, can guide us step-by-step on our quest of ‘Seeing the bride in all the Scriptures’ from the dust of earth in the second chapter of Genesis to the glory of heaven in the second last chapter of the Revelation. As with seeing the Saviour Himself in all the Scriptures, our walk begins in Genesis and continues in the Books of the Law, before flowing on through the Psalms and the Prophets. At the outset, we acknowledge that we have the right to explore the Word, but clear pictures will not emerge unless we give the Lord the right to explain. When He does, the effect on us ought to mirror how the two from Emmaus felt when they asked, “Did not our heart burn within us while He talked with us on the road, and while He opened the Scriptures to us?”5 May ours be the same!
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  THINGS CONCERNING HIMSELF

  
  




The Old Testament is rich in tracing our present theme, and this Introduction anticipates that we will find this to be particularly true in “the things concerning Himself.” Seeing ‘Christ in all the Scriptures’ is a profitable study, and the Inspirer has made sure that whatever we consider of Him in the New Testament is amply foreshadowed in the Old and never contradicted.

*Lowliness and loftiness

When Paul wrote about “the meekness and gentleness of Christ,”1 as one well schooled in Old Testament writings he knew that he was in full agreement with the prophets. Speaking of the Saviour’s humanity, Isaiah had written “He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant,”2 and Zechariah pinpoints His final entry to Jerusalem with this fitting message, “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your King is coming to you, He is just and having salvation, lowly and riding on a donkey, a colt, the foal of a donkey.”3 No wonder then, that both Matthew and John quote this, and all four Gospel writers include it in their detailed record of the One who said, “I am gentle and lowly in heart”4 and proved it right to the end. Isaiah 53’s account is so detailed and accurate that ten times over the New Testament draws from it.


	v.1 - “Lord, who has believed our report” (Jn 12:38; Rom.10:16);

	v.4 - He himself took our infirmities and bore our sicknesses” (Matt.8:17);

	vv.5,6,9 - “Nor was deceit found in His mouth” (1 Pet.2:21-25);

	v.7 - “He was led as a lamb to the slaughter” (Jn 1:29);

	vv.7,8 - “He was led as a sheep … His life is taken from the earth” (Acts 8:28-35);

	v.12 - “He was numbered with the transgressors”(Mk.15:28; Lk.22:37).




The end of Isaiah 52, from verse 13 to 15, has been described as an anteroom to chapter 53, and what an entrance it is for it shows that Isaiah “testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow.”5 Listen to him as he says, “He shall be exalted and extolled and be very high,” and then follow the steps of his exaltation of Christ. In his own language, he writes, “Yārūm wenissā’ wagābhah me’ōdh”, which combines rūm (set on high), nāsā’ (magnified on high) gabhāh (raised up high) and  meōdh (wholly, utterly). This makes the Hebrew phrase imply high, higher, and highest, so, following His humiliation, this is His threefold exaltation: firstly, in resurrection by rising from the dead; secondly, in His ascension by rising to heaven; and thirdly, in His glorification by rising to the throne to sit “at the right hand of the Majesty on high.”6




Twice in his letter to the Ephesians, Paul describes Him as “far above all,”7 as “far above all principality and power” and “far above all the heavens.” As co-equal within the triune Being, He has gone highest of all, and His Father has said to Him “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever.”8 In His incarnation, His lowliness took Him to the lowest depths of death; and in resurrection His loftiness has taken Him to the highest heights of heaven. He is “Head of the church” and “Head over all things to the church.”9 What a Bridegroom!

*Weakness and mightiness

Among many aspects of His servanthood, Jesus in His manhood subjected Himself to hostility and abuse He could never have known in heaven. Apart from being disgraced and despised, “He was oppressed and He was afflicted,”10 which put Him in the position of being harshly treated, as if by taskmasters and exactors. Again, He allowed it to happen, knowing that the real reason for His coming would prove that “the weakness of God is stronger than men.”11 Anger and murder are as old as Genesis 4, and the weakness of Cain was strong enough to kill his brother, but not to raise him from the dead. Calvary would prove that those who, like Cain, were “of the wicked one”12 would deny and slay “the Holy and Just.”13 They saw how frail He became as “He was crucified in weakness,” but never expected that death to be overcome by resurrection as He rose “by the power of God.”14 Only He had that power. They couldn’t do it, and they had no power to undo it!




Being identified with weakness was part of His lowliness and humanity; being identified with power and might is part of His loftiness and Deity. But in what way was He weak? In His nature? No, for there could be no weakening of His resolve, His willingness, or His character. By the power of His spoken word some “went backward, and fell to the ground”15 in Gethsemane, and we can only imagine what could have happened had He spoken to Pilate and to Roman soldiers in the same way at Gabbatha and Golgotha. It must only have been by restrained power that they were not similarly affected. As for His weakness, it belonged to His body as the torture of crucifixion brought emaciation to it. In coming to earth to die, He felt sorrow, suffering, pain, and thirst, but His resurrection confirmed, “Death no longer has dominion over Him.”16 The purpose of His coming meant that, in His weakness, death mastered Him; but rising showed that, in His mightiness, He mastered death – for Himself, and for His church. Death was the only way for the Sacrifice to provide atonement for believing sinners, and the only way Home for the Saviour. Through His death, He triumphed over His weakness, and by the same means our weakness also has been overcome.

*Sinfulness and sinlessness

The great marvel of the Gospel is this, “He was despised and rejected of men”17 that we might be “loved” and “accepted”18 by Him. God allowed them to do their worst to Him, so that He could give His best to us. But there was much more. God did what men couldn’t do: He made His own Son to be sin “for us.” This doesn’t mean, as some claim, that Jesus became “a putrefying mass of sin.” Had this been possible, it would have done nothing for the sinner. “For us” means that God did everything to release us from sin by causing His Son to bear “the sin of many”19 and by “cancelling the record of debt that stood against us,” which He achieved by “nailing it to the cross.”20 God made Him to be sin in the sense that He became our sin offering, and two great needs were satisfied at once. The demands of God’s holiness were fully met. His wrath toward sin was diverted, and His wrath toward sinners was averted for those who believe.




This means that the Lord Jesus Christ became “a propitiation” by satisfying God’s holy requirement through His precious blood that appeases His wrath. Some versions use the word “expiation,” but this refers to the other great need that He accomplished through the same precious blood that cleanses us from sin. At present, individuals come to Christ and become members of His body, because God and they have been satisfied. To purchase His bride, Jesus paid the debt by His blood, and this is what Paul meant when he wrote, “Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her.”21 In the future, when Christ comes to the air, He will take them Home to be with Him forever.22 The church will be with its Builder, the body will be with its Head, and the bride will be with her Bridegroom.




Every Bible subject is worthy of study, but apart from knowing God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit in all Their delightful attributes – we will search long to find one so glorious as the bride of Christ. For this reason, it merits much more than minimalist treatment, not least since God has given it bible-wide coverage. He has much to say about it, therefore we have much to learn as our Teacher, the Spirit of glory, leads us step by step into something so grand in its exaltation of the glory of Christ and the glory of God. The bride is described as “a glorious church” in Ephesians 5:27, and our present appreciation of our beloved Bridegroom will stir our affection for Him and heighten our anticipation of being with Him.




Our study is intentionally detailed and calls for patient and careful consideration. God has sown His purpose widely throughout His Word, and our prayer is that we will profit deeply as we reap.




More about Jesus let me learn,

More of His holy will discern;

Spirit of God my teacher be,

Showing the things of Christ to me.

(Eliza Edmunds Hewitt)







HALLELUJAH! GOD ALONE!

Never, through eternal ages, in the vastness of the past,

While creating things in heaven and the earth,

Did the Master-workman summon from the great angelic host1

One to help Him bring these wondrous works to birth?




His the Mastermind that planned them in the Triune Deity;

His the craftsmanship that formed them by a word;2

God – the Father, Son and Spirit – They alone work wondrously,3

In Their own unique authority as LORD.4




But another wonder waited in the mystery of Christ,

In the incarnation of the Holy One:

A woman was the vessel by whom His will would be sufficed,

And such Infant holiness was “to be born.”5




His humanity and Deity blended as “the Child grew”6

And the body God prepared for Him was seen7

To comply with laws of nature; yet the One whose name is Love8

Showed His spirit, wisdom, grace, were from above.




Thus His life on earth divulges something never seen in heav’n

Where His loftiness and glory shone instead;9

On the pathway to the Cross in which the Lamb of God was giv’n,

To the place where “He must go”, there “He was led.”10




Yes, “it pleased the LORD to bruise Him” in His predetermined will,11

That the long-planned work of grace could be revealed12

To the hearts of those whose sinfulness He carried on that hill,

While condemning others guilty – “whom you killed.”13 




Then the awe-inspiring moment where no hand could intervene,

They had “led”, but could not help to save “His own”;14

Others “laid” him in a tomb in which no other corpse had been,15

And “God raised Him” – Hallelujah! He alone!16




1. Prov.8:27-30 2. Ps.33:6,9 3. Ps.72:18 4. Mal.3:6; 1 Cor.12:3; 2 Cor.3:17 5. Lk.1:35 6. Lk.2:40 7. Heb.10:5 8. 1 Jn 4:8,16 9. Is.6:1 10. Matt.16:21; Is.53:7 11. Acts 2:23 12. Is.53:10 13. Acts 10:39 ESV 14. Jn 1:11; 10:3,4 15. Mk.6:29; Jn 19:41 16. Acts 13:30
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  EVE: A BRIDE THROUGH BLOOD

  
  





“And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall on Adam, and he slept; and He took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh in its place. Then the rib which the LORD God had taken from man He made into a woman, and He brought her to the man. And Adam said: “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.” Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh” (Gen.2:21-24).




Toward the end of 2016, a new word was added to the Oxford Dictionary. It was ‘post-truth,’ and the definition given was – “Relating to or denoting circumstances in which objective facts are less influential in shaping public opinion than appeals to emotion and personal belief. e.g. ‘In this era of post-truth politics, it’s easy to cherry-pick data and come to whatever conclusion you desire.’” This is deceitful for it implies that how we feel and what we think are more important than what is true! But the concept is not as new as 2016; it began in the Garden of Eden.


As we begin to think about ‘Seeing the bride in all the Scriptures,’ God introduces it to us in the time of pre-deception.1 This was an invaluable move on His part, particularly since it draws a distinct line between the era of perfection, when He opened Adam’s side and saw the blood of the Bridegroom, and the era of post-truth imperfection when He saw the blood of the offering that clothed them. So we begin our walk by going into “the garden of God”2 to see Jehovah Elohim, the triune God, at work as He says, “Let Us make man in Our image.”3 By Their power, “The first man Adam became a living being.”4 A direct translation of the Greek text puts it this way: “so and it is written, was made the first man Adam into a soul living,” which tells us that Adam was created as a living soul. The next part of v.45 is very different: it translates as “the last Adam into a spirit quickening,” but does not include the word for “became,” which is in italics in some English versions to show that it should not be in the text and to emphasise that the Lord Jesus Christ was not created. So it would be wrong to say He “was made.” He came, but never “became”! In His incarnation and resurrection, He did what He always was as a life-giver. The contrast is stark, if we say that Adam was ‘a getter’ and Jesus is ‘a Giver’!


Although Adam was perfect, he was lonely in his perfectness until God said, “I will make a helper comparable to him.”5 Without doubt, she can be included in Solomon’s declaration about God, “He has made everything beautiful in its time,”6 and we can be certain that Eve’s perfection meant she was beautiful inwardly in her nature and outwardly in her demeanour. Together they mirrored each other’s perfect character: in their activity, beauty, honesty, humility, integrity, purity, responsibility and spirituality, and all their features demonstrate that they were made in the image of God. Ephesians 5:27 speaks of the bride of Christ in her perfection, so we know that she also will be beautiful, and Paul describes this by saying, “as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly.”7 The earthy image is the opposite of God’s, and this is seen in Genesis chapter 3 where Satan took command and sin affected the woman, and then the man, in their subjection to God. This reversed the original order of God first, then the man, followed by the woman, and the serpent last. Two things are worth noting:

*God put Adam into a deep sleep

This tells us three important things about Adam while God went about His work of forming a bride for him:


	He didn’t suffer;

	She was made at no cost to him;

	He did not consciously wait for her to be brought to him.




How different this is from the last Adam who was fully conscious throughout His sufferings! He knew exactly why He was suffering and what would be the eternal outcome, and is now consciously waiting for His bride to come to His side. This is made clear in the letter to the Hebrews. Chapter 9:26 tells us, “He has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself” and then we read in chapter 10:12,13, “But this Man




	SORROW: “I will greatly multiply your sorrow” … “A Man of sorrows” (Gen.3:16; Is.53:3,10; Matt.26:38; Heb.5:7);

	PAIN: “In pain you shall bring forth children” … “Christ also suffered for sins” (Gen.3:16; 1 Pet.3:18);

	THORNS: “Both thorns and thistles it shall bring forth” … “twisted a crown of thorns” (Gen.3:18; Mk.15:17-19);

	SWEAT: “In the sweat of your face” … “And being in agony … Then His sweat …” (Gen.3:19; Lk.22:44);

	BREAD: “you shall eat bread …” … “He took bread, gave thanks and broke it” (Gen.3:19; Lk.22:19);

	DEATH: “You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die” … “Christ died for us” (Gen.3:3,19; Rom.5:8)

	SEPARATION: “the LORD God sent him out” … “He drove out” … “[He] went out” … “outside the gate” (Gen.3:23,24; Jn 19:17; Heb.13:12).




God took one of his ribs










The mystery and manifestation













	A building > Construction > United with the Rock > Made to last;

	A body > Coordination > United with the Head > Made to live;

	A bride > Communion > United with the Bridegroom > Made to love.



















Provider and Preserver – He is the Saviour of the body (v.23)




Purchaser - Christ also loved … and gave Himself for her (v.25)


Purifier - He might sanctify and cleanse (v.26) 




Presenter - He might present her (v.27)
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