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  Swelling the Ranks

Randall Andrews


To call me overqualified would be a gross understatement. I trained for five years to fly starships. Starships. I've flown fighters in a dozen battles and frigates across the span of the galaxy. But right now, I'm piloting a little tank walker, albeit a special one.
"Here we go," whispers my copilot. He enters the first series of recorded clicks and whistles as a hundred giant ants bear down on us.
The alien insects freeze. Then they bow. Our cleverly disguised tank has just replaced their former queen, whom we assassinated.
And we just enlisted an army of six million.


Randall Andrews is an award-winning writer, a passionate reader, a long-distance runner, and a wild bird feeder.






  
  My Home Galaxy

Hannah Greer


My home galaxy comes into view. I press against the viewport, breath fogging the glass. It’s been decades since I was last home. I wonder how my family is. Will they recognize me? 
I pull back and focus on my reflection. Where there was once flesh, there is now metal. One of my eyes blinks a red light. Augmentations courtesy of a landmine back in the warzone. I hardly recognize myself. I’m lucky they were able to save the important bits, my heart and brain.
But I’m not the same me who left Earth. I hope my family doesn’t mind.

Previously published in Medium in 2024.


Hannah Greer can be found on Bluesky @hannahgreer.bsky.social or on her website, hannahgreer.carrd.co






  
  Made for War

Kai Delmas


We were made for this. 
Follow orders, take out the targets. Don't think, just do.
The idea behind our purpose was simple but the execution is something else. How can you create a living, intelligent being and expect it not to think for itself? We were made for war but we all dream of something more.
What must life be like on the prime worlds? We hear whispers of abundance and peace. Where those whispers came from none of us know but they give us hope.
Fighting doesn't have to be forever. There's a place where we can be free.


 Kai loves creating worlds and magic systems. His debut drabble collection, "Darkness Rises, Hope Remains," was published by Shacklebound Books.






  
  Just Make Me Taller

Gideon P. Smith


I opened my eyes to I.V.’s and heart monitors. 
“Don’t worry, you’re safe,” a medic said. “You’ll get a medal and an honorable discharge as soon as we re-grow your legs.”
I looked down at the bio tanks strapped to the stumps that were my legs. The last thing I remembered was a seven-foot Tarab soldier. I wasn’t tall enough to stab his only vulnerable spot - right between the eyes. 
“I don’t wanna go home. The wars not over.”
He shrugged. “What do you want?” 
“Just re-grow my legs longer. I need to be at least seven-feet tall.”


 Gideon has written for SFWA, BSFA Focus Magazine, Wylblood Magazine, Troopers Quarterly and anthologies from Black Hare Press, and Fairfield Scribes. Visit www.gideonpsmith.com 






  
  The Smart Patch

Hillary Lyon


It was a medical miracle: a thin layer of tissue laid across an open wound, sealing and healing all at once. Placed on a patient’s body, this “smart patch” sought and treated wounds without needing a medic’s supervision. Military hailed it as the greatest advancement in battlefield medicine since the invention of the triage system. Field trials yielded promising results; the patent for the patch was rushed through the FDA. Every soldier got a smart patch in their tactical bag—until an anonymous grunt placed a patch over a bullet graze, but it decided his mouth need to be sealed, instead. 

Previously published in Trembling with Fear in 2019.


 Hillary Lyon's speculative fiction has appeared in numerous print and online publications. She's also the art director for Black Petals. 






  
  Proioxis

Don Money


The war that came from the stars quickly put humanity on its heels. The arrival of the invading K’arn armies overwhelmed military forces around the Earth. In order to turn the tide, governments placed their final hope in science and the Proioxis Project. 
One hundred soldiers were selected from around the world for the battle-rush nanites. The enhancements brought increased reflexes, speed healing, and augmented stamina. Super-soldier was no longer a word restricted only to comic books.
The Battle of Brooklyn Bridge marked the beginning of the end for the K’arn as the First Titan Legion exacted Earth’s initial reckoning. 


 Don Money writes stories across a variety of genres. Don can be found on Twitter @donmoneywriting






  
  Lunar-tics

Liam Kerry


3.000,000 soldiers from the Communist Alliance fought the rest of the world’s forces on a simulated battleground, representing Earth. Tanks and drones met bombs and planes in the bloodiest war that never happened, disputing ownership of the moon. 
The first battle went to the communists, who had hacked the simulation, buffing their munitions to allow them to cheat their way to victory.
The second was lost to their opponents, who had lied about their resources. The false data voided their victory.
Each side mobilised their army's real-life counterparts looking for a solution, knowing the horrors they would face.


 Liam Kerry is a thinking enthusiast with a bad memory - writing helps him recall his daydreams.
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