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HUMAN ABATTOIR REPORT



They’ve made numerous improvements at the abattoir since my last inspection. Many of the improvements have been technological. Those alone are admirable displays of invention and industriousness worthy of note. But I am even more impressed by the considerable efforts put into raising the living standards of those awaiting slaughter. Starting, though, with scientifically quantifiable considerations, the biggest technological achievement is the new tasteless anaesthetic. Gourmet chefs and gastronomes around the world have made taste comparisons between produce from anaesthetised and non-anaesthetised culls. I’m delighted to report that not one single judge has discerned a noticeable difference in taste. There is, however, a drawback with the technique required to administer the new drug. At present, this tasteless medicine is much more easily absorbed into cellular material than the detectable alternatives. As a consequence, the anaesthetic has to be delivered gradually, but directly into the largest available volume of moving blood. No artery presents the required conditions since injecting it intravenously causes local anaesthesia, without the desired subsequent general anaesthesia. This problem is resolved by drip feeding this advanced chemical directly into the right ventricle of the heart. Since the entire blood volume needs to be slowly infused, it takes around eighty minutes to produce fully incapacitating anaesthesia via this method. This is roughly twenty times longer than required for effective delivery of the most widely available low-taste option via intravenous delivery. The most obvious practical downsides of this new method, are the mildly traumatic act of inserting the needle into the heart of the donor and the need for passive cooperation whilst the anaesthetic takes full effect. Being an invasive procedure, the insertion does cause some discomfort. This cannot realistically be avoided so the recipient requires a coaching programme prior to the procedure. Additionally, during the time that the process is underway, there is a risk that a previously compliant individual will ‘freak out’ which can result in damage to equipment and even halt the procedure. The greatest challenge, however, is not technical; it is obtaining cooperation from the donor in the first instance. And although this does require highly-trained employees to exact, from my seasoned perspective, this humane method of tasteless neutralisation requires little more collaboration from the slaughtee than many of the more established methods of extinguishment.

There are of course critics of the need for this new method. In my opinion, these represent the ‘if it ain’t broke don’t fix it’ lobby. Such people always resist the new. Their conjecture is, if you are going to go to the trouble of spending expensive man-hours grooming willing participants to cooperate, you’d be better off devoting that same expense and energy convincing them to agree to being extinguished by tried and tasted anaesthetic-free mechanical methods. This group of detractors is also vocally suspicious of exactly how willing participants in this technique are. There is some justification to this argument. Although the public can see that this new anaesthetic results in participants arriving at the ceasing centre completely incapacitated; they don’t know what prior trauma has taken place in the prepping rooms away from public scrutiny. I predict these Luddites will shrink in number as the method becomes more widely used in the sector, and the supply of affordable pure-tasting meat product increases.

The main fiscal problem I see with this method, is the degree of expertise required to administer it. Very detailed heart rate and blood pressure readings must be taken to make sure that the subject is anaesthetised correctly. Releasing the anaesthetic too slowly can cause the subject to experience complete motor-paralysis without brain-function anaesthesia. If this occurs, the slaughtee will experience their own butchering without the ability to express any distress–detail of which, should it leak out, would be manna from heaven to the critics. On the other hand, if the anaesthetic is administered too quickly, this potent chemical stops the heart; leaving abattoir workers with a lifeless corpse of zero value. Should this occur, standby ECG teams are on hand to offer life support for long enough to get the patient to the ceasing rooms. But this is expensive. And the idea of reviving a carcass only to neutralise it again, confuses the consuming public.

On the positive side, considerable numbers of slaughtees have elected to join this programme. Whilst these figures are undoubtedly influenced by hugely generous incentives made available to dependants, I am concerned that the considerable level of investment necessary to achieve this upturn is not sustainable in the long term. However, I am confident that, with the right support and as, inevitably, the cost per head comes down, tasteless anaesthesia has a strong, secure future. Concluding on the subject, I would say that further development is needed. The concept of tasteless general anaesthesia is a noble and potentially paradigm-shifting one. However, this is still a procedure in its infancy.

There are other new technological advances that have been introduced since my last inspection. These include the ingenious use of strobing lights and moving surfaces to disorientate aggressive resisters. Here, subjects are directed into padded rooms that have a hydraulically-operated floor, ceiling and walls. The walls are laced with bright computer-controlled halogen spotlights. Shifting the surfaces, whilst flashing the lights in programmed sequences, has proven effective in temporarily pacifying seventy percent of hostiles of all grades. The level of disorientation and debilitation can turn a violent non-compliant into a B-One-Plus acceptor. Other notable advances are in the area of annulment. When I started inspecting abattoirs twenty-plus years ago, some of the methods of extinguishment were, with the benefit of hindsight, a little clumsy. At the time, we all acknowledged that staff were going to great pains to make the final act as serene as possible. Compared to where we now are, I am compelled to say that some of the early approaches were bordering on the brutal. It is worth acknowledging that this is an emotive business. Ending the life of another human is always going to be polemical. What we therefore have to ensure is that witnesses in the galleries are exposed to as little detectable distress as possible. The best way to make ceasing palatable to the amateur spectator is to make the act of termination as serene as possible. My favourite new method of cessation involves firing a flat-headed barbed dart into the spinal column of the slaughtee at the back of the neck. This is administered from behind from an ingeniously designed neck brace. The brace is fitted in a specialist prep room equipped with the fitting machinery and ancillaries. In this room, MRI technology is employed to ensure that the dart release point is precisely positioned between two vertebrae. The brace (or ‘necklace’, as abattoir workers prefer to describe it) can still be used when slaughtees make moderate efforts to resist. This is because the collar (as I prefer to describe it) is fitted tightly in order to keep the dart accurately aligned. The tightness around the neck has the useful side effect of pacifying the wearer by restricting the flow of oxygen to the brain. Still, even this collar cannot be used on subjects rated as highly agitated, exceptionally strong or aggressively resistant, as they are likely to sufficiently dislodge the clinical fitting in order to render it useless. Other new techniques of neutralisation include: methods of reverse defribulation that cause less muscle spasms and so avoid the associated flesh-toughness of previous approaches; and addictive accumulative poisons that dissipate from the product within a few days of slaughter.

Whilst all these advances are to be celebrated, it saddens me that so much of our focus is always drawn to the act itself. It makes me think of first-time mothers who worry more about the birth of the child they are carrying, than how they intend to raise it over the following eighteen years. Whilst annulment has always attracted huge levels of interest, invention and investment, it is the opinion of this Chief Senior Inspector that this skewed focus is the result of people thinking with their hearts rather than their heads. Allowing this to happen causes social and scientific energy to be invested to a degree considerably out of proportion with what informed interest in the general needs of the slaughtees would effect. These hapless individuals are generally far more concerned with the conditions of their stay at a facility prior to the moment of their cessation than they are about the nature of the final act. The governor at Walthamstow is of the same mind. I am therefore proud to report that considerable and noticeable advancement has occurred in the field of slaughtee care over the last twenty-four months in particular. This is the period over which the new holding wing has been in operation. When I first entered the new wing, I could have been forgiven for imagining I had entered a holiday resort! Slaughtees therein live out their last months in considerable comfort. The standard and variety of food on offer has dramatically improved. They are provided with mod cons such as computer gaming, intranet data access, luxurious fixtures and fittings, on demand music (from a carefully chosen selection) and a private en suite toilet. And that’s just the basic package. Day to day life is further improved for compliant slaughtees. Well-behaved inmates are allowed to exercise for up to two hours a day. Most of them take up this opportunity. Up until the final detox fortnight, residents are even allowed a modest ration of alcoholic beverages.

Among all this new thinking, the innovation that has truly impressed me, is an allowance for a limited number of visitors. This one change is almost solely responsible for a revolutionary increase in slaughtee cooperation. As you know, I have campaigned for a long time for the better treatment of slaughtees, maintaining that doing so is our best weapon against those trying to undermine state-endorsed cannibalism. Whilst the purpose of this report is not to regurgitate the legal righteousness of the consumption of these individuals, when it comes to the benefits of high standards of care, the proof of the pudding is most definitely in the eating. The Walthamstow Abattoir is undeniably proving that treating slaughtees as people reaps considerable, detectable, quantifiable benefits. In just two years, compliance rates in this modern centre have risen by twenty-seven percent across the board. Reported violent resistance is down nineteen percent. Electively subjugated cessation has risen by a remarkable forty percent.

Without intending any disrespect to previous governors (who have perhaps operated during more challenging times), the present governor is a visionary; an admirable leader and a dedicated humanitarian. In the last two years, under his direction, client care standards have improved more than in any previous two–or, dare I say it; five-year period! His words and actions demonstrate his absolute commitment to the guardianship and welfare of those in his care. The residents of the Abattoir have even given him a nickname–The Shepherd. He looks after his flock. The successes of the new wing have even spilled over into the surrounding ones, with performance yardsticks rising throughout the complex. Even the mentors are happier, knowing that their clients are getting a richer experience.

I also believe that operating an intern-focused centre such as the new wing, producing quality uninterfered-with natural product, undermines the growing passion for wild meat. The benefits of this new establishment nullify many of the claimed justifications of those extolling the benefits of wild meat. The new wing offers a pleasant existence right up to the point of cessation. Attendees are taking exercise, keeping their flesh in good condition. Some are even attending the spa where treatments are specifically designed to improve the quality of the end product. Perhaps the most resounding illustration of the success of the present governor’s methods is the fact that friends and relatives visiting during the final months are pre-ordering product derived from their own loved ones. I have met
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