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This is a ball.

A ball can bounce anywhere.

Nobody knows where a ball might go.

But the manager thinks he knows, and the fans think they know and the well–paid pundits think they know, so they speculate about it for most of their waking lives and everybody seems fine with that.
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If Ben were only happy when his favourite team did well, he would not be happy very often.

Instead Ben is happy whenever a team he hates does badly.

There are lots and lots of those.




[image: image]




Some sports are more than a game. They have become part of our national identity.

The crack of leather on willow. The gentle clatter of applause as a cherry–red Dukes arcs over the measured sward. Drunken Smurfs messily assembling a forty–foot beer snake.

This is who we are.
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“Right, that’s it, I’m off,” says Carl after the opposing team is awarded a throw–in.

There are still 88 minutes of play left, but Carl knows how these things go.
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Mark’s wife bought him some tickets to the big match as a treat for working so hard since the twins were born.

Mark met his friends in the pub before–hand.

He cannot remember who won. He cannot remember the score. He cannot remember what game they were playing.

Mark loves sport.
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It is the football World Cup.

The famous players from the national team do impossible, beautiful things with the ball in slow–motion in all the advertisements.

Sadly, the team have to play the actual matches at full speed, so they will be going home after the group stage as usual.
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A person is considered to be starting an argument about the off–side rule if, when someone asks “what is the off–side rule?” they are nearer to the television than both the person asking “what is the off–side rule?” and the second–last person explaining the off–side rule using empty beer cans and Pringles tubes, unless that person is not actively involved in the argument.
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Terry is nearing the end of his prison sentence, so has been allowed out on day release. His children are waiting for him on the platform.

“How do you feel about staying with Aunt Pat today, kids?” says Terry.

“Only Barnsworth are playing a friendly at home,” he explains. “And I’ve not seen them in years.”
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