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    For Amanda, my first companion, and for Martha, my co-Champion.
We can do anything together.
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One of the best aspects about sci-fi writers is that we tend to mirror contemporary society in our works.  A lot of the words that are used tend to be recognized by those who view them.

One example I can think of that others might know is Star Trek: TOS.  Shown in an era where the fear of nuclear annihilation and of war with an enemy were paramount, the writers created a show where it said that, even centuries from that time, even when communication and computers would be handheld instead of bound down, we’d make it.

I can name others, others that showed fear of what computers might eventually do to us, others that show how, even with the polished sets, the dirty low-rungs still exist, and even that old Western logic would become paramount.

But that’s not what PhiraSword did.  Instead, if you read the previous books, you’d recognize a government that ended up collapsing under the weight of secrets and moving aside when those secrets could not be borne.  The prophecy that was so central started coming to pass clear from the introduction of Risti in book1 to where the PhiraSword was finally claimed.

But it’s not over yet.

Before you go on, I do strongly recommend you read the previous books.  Get caught up.  It’s not essential, but it would help.

Go to the website and catch up on what’s going on there.  I know the AZN page isn’t archived, but that’s okay.  The rest of it is.

And please enjoy as our Champion finds they must soon fulfill the next part...revealing the Gods.

Ben
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Arboc Zone News — Unified Broadcast

[Signal stabilizes. The Arboc Zone sigil resolves]

Citizens of the Arboc Zone.
This is Arboc Zone News, transmitting on all civilian and military bands.
Today marks the second block since the confirmed destruction of the entity known as the Omni.

In that time, long-suppressed truths have come to light—truths that have altered the political, cultural, and spiritual footing of the Zone, but not its continuity.

On the Xglrt and Parliamentary Accountability

Post-Omni declassification has confirmed beyond dispute the existence of a hostile extraversal species identified as the Xglrt.

Archived records now verify that prior administrations possessed verified intelligence regarding the Xglrt threat for multiple parts and deliberately withheld the scale and certainty of that knowledge from the citizenry.

The revelation prompted an immediate and zone-wide civic response.

Within a single segment, after the announcement from the former circle of five, votes of no confidence were formally issued against all sitting members of the Arboc Parliament.

The votes passed without exception.  The former Parliament was dissolved.

Continuity of Governance

Reports of governmental collapse are incorrect.

In accordance with standing Arboc law, interim administrators were immediately activated across all planetary and sector governments. Civil infrastructure, defense readiness, trade regulation, and judicial processes remain operational and uninterrupted.

Emergency governance protocols ensure:

	no lapse in planetary authority

	no gap in sector coordination

	no suspension of civil or military law


Elections for new parliamentary representatives are already underway.

Full replacement representation is expected within the next block.

Resignation of the Circle of Five

In parallel with parliamentary action, the Circle of Five—the executive council formed by the leaders of the five castes—issued a unanimous and voluntary resignation.

Those resigning represent:

	the Builder’s Union

	the Merchant Guild

	the Production Creed

	the Monastic Colonies

	Arboc Forces


As tradition demands, each caste has entered an independent leadership selection process. Interim caste stewards have assumed authority until succession is complete.

The Circle stands dissolved only until the rites of replacement are fulfilled.

The Wave

On the mark of the Omni’s termination, instrumentation across three systems recorded an unprecedented phenomenon: a non-destructive energy wave expanding outward from the newly opened Keep of the PhiraSword.

The wave propagated at supraluminal speed and dissipated precisely at a three-system radius.

For fifteen marks, all living beings within that radius experienced profound and uniform effects, most commonly reported as:

	deep calm

	emotional warmth

	clarity of thought

	relief from pain, fear, and long-standing grief


Medical and neural telemetry confirm that the effect was real, universal, and temporary.

No Arboc technology is capable of producing such an outcome.

The PhiraSword and the Champion

It is now formally acknowledged by the Monastic Colonies, corroborated by Arboc Forces Command, and accepted by the scientific authorities of the Builder’s Union:

The PhiraSword has been claimed.

Once an emblem, then a legend, the PhiraSword is now active. Its Keep has opened for the first time since before unified Arboc history.  Although exploration of the mysterious column remains off-limits, the PhiraSword is now in active use.

With its claiming comes the fulfillment of the oldest charter.

The Champion has been revealed.

By law and tradition, the Champion does not govern, command, or rule. They stand apart from caste and parliament alike.

At the Champion’s request, their identity remains anonymous.  That identity, according to the Champion, is not as important as the living symbol itself that is carried.

What can be stated is this:

The emblem of the Arboc Zone is no longer symbolic alone.

It has a bearer.

Citizens of the Arboc Zone—Our enemies are real.
Our failures have been named. Our institutions endure.
And for fifteen marks, across the three systems radius, we all felt it.

This has been Arboc Zone News. Further broadcasts will follow as elections and caste successions continue.
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“This is your home?”

Lyle asked that of Wildfire as they approached the Kalyrix Drift.  The avatar smiled as they watched the drift fill up the viewport. “Sort of my birthplace, if you will.  It’s here that I first had any awareness of what I am.”

Lyle watched the drift.  He’d learned that drifts were basically floating megalopolises, so much done in these complex constructions.

And here, at Kalyrix, was where vessels like the Vutomgerecten were built and also maintained, upgraded, and retrofitted.  That’s why they were here.  The vessel was due.

The size of the drift impressed Lyle.  They had ideas back on Earth, but they were nowhere near close.

Thalyra stood beside him, holding his hand. “She was dreaming.”

Lyle squeezed her hand as he turned to Wildfire. “Dreaming?”

The look on the hologram’s face smiled and nodded. “Even now, when I’m in standby mode, my mind is working.  It’s the closest analogy.”

He quickly adjusted what was on his back.  Thalyra noticed. “Still uncomfortable?”

Lyle reached behind him, touching the PhiraSword.  The sheath, or holder, was meant to fit him soon.  Adily made it so that he could carry the PhiraSword without having to worry about it being in his hand.  It was a returned favor for how he helped make Wildfire even better.

The holder was supposed to fit it to his back evenly, allowing the sword to be held unless he needed it. “I know it’s supposed to
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