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  Since the publication of Native Florida Plants in 1999, more and more native species, improved cultivars, and natural hybrids have made an appearance in nurseries and in private collections. In this revised edition, we include some of them as Plant Profiles, along with an updated list of sources for native plants that have a place in Florida landscapes. Some new nurseries have been added, while others have gone out of business. In this book, we have tried to choose plants that are available to the home gardener or landscaper through these specialty nurseries. If a specific plant is not available though a retail source, a retail nursery or landscaper often will order it for a customer from a wholesale supplier.


  Also new is a listing of plant families, a feature requested by educators who are using this book in landscaping classes. Family names help in grouping plants by similar characteristics. We have followed the nomenclature of Richard P. Wunderlin’s Guide to the Vascular Plants of Florida (University Press of Florida, 1998).


  It has been interesting to see, over the past few years, a growing interest in native plants and their ever-increasing use in the Florida landscape. In some of our southern counties, community codes now require as much of 50 percent of the plant material in new landscape designs for public and commercial property to be made up of native species.


  There still is work to be done in selecting cultivars for insect and disease resistance. Fiddlewood and mahogany, for example, would be even more attractive to the landscaper if there were specimens available that are resistant to webworms. New on the scene is the lac scale from Asia, which is attacking dozens of native species including wax myrtle and cocoplum. Finding resistant plants or predators to control this pest would be a plus for both the home gardener and the plant professional.
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  PLANT COMMUNITIES


  Forest, flatwood, wetland, seashore—each different, each home to its own particular assortment of vegetation.


  Native species have evolved for each of these communities, although in many cases plants and trees uncomplainingly accept being moved about, adapting to a variety of soils, climates, and other conditions. The natural range of some native plants is amazing. Red maple (Acer rubrum), for example, grows from Canada to Broward County in southern Florida, a north-south distance of about 2,500 miles.


  But the area where a plant first appeared and became dominant may be much more limited.


  Florida’s native species used in landscaping are, on the whole, upland plants, from parts of the state normally not subject to flooding and therefore best suited for human habitation.


  But towns and cities often are established along rivers and near the sea, so we also must consider the types of wet regions that exist. Additionally, in the old days, Florida’s wetlands were not immune to development, although in recent years, legislation has helped preserve many borderline environmental areas from the bulldozers. Mangrove swamps on the southeast coast of Florida were destroyed by the creation of a series of finger canals and islands in which the fill from canal dredging was deposited between the canals, creating higher land for expensive housing. (It is interesting to note that some of these former mangrove swamps may be returning to a lowland state because the artificial land is settling and sinking in many areas. High tides in spring and fall bring water up through storm drains, flooding streets and yards. If a hurricane ever hits at the time of the autumn equinox tide, some of Florida’s expensive real estate may go under.)


  These are the state’s upland regions and the plant species that dominate them:


  
    	
      Beach/dune community, consisting of sea oats, low herbs, vines, and shrubs adapted to the full blast of salt, wind, and sometimes water.

    


    	
      Maritime forest on the lee side of dunes and mounds of the coast. Tropical evergreens dominate the southern woods, whereas a temperate mix of vegetation is found in northern areas.

    


    	
      Pine flatwoods, one of the state’s major vegetation areas suitable for habitation. Open woods are dominated by longleaf, pond, and slash pine; wildflowers, palmettos, some shrubs, and grasses are found in the understory. These regions are subject to periodic fire, which keeps the vegetation open.

    


    	
      Rockland, found in extreme southern Florida, with plants growing on porous limestone. Pine rocklands have southern Florida slash pine as a major component with open woodlands of grasses, palms, and shrubs. Rockland hammock vegetation features a thick overstory of tropical hardwoods with a dense understory. The hammock areas are wetter than pine rocklands and rarely are affected by fire.

    


    	
      Upland mixed forest, on clay uplands in the Panhandle region of the state. Mature woods are dominated by hardwoods but second growth or cut-over areas often have pine as the main component.

    


    	
      Scrub forest occurring on sandy, well-drained ridges. Plants grow in almost desert-like surroundings, and fire is a major factor.

    


    	
      Sandhill areas, common in the center of the state, with an oak/longleaf pine overstory. The well-drained uplands are subject to frequent fires.

    


    	
      Upland mesic hardwood forests, with a diversity of hardwoods and some evergreens on rich, sandy loam soil.

    


    	
      Cabbage palm forests, rarely flooded, found mixed with oaks or at the edges of grassy prairies.
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Pine flatwoods dominated by pines and palmetto.


  Florida’s wet areas include:


  
    	
      Swamp forest and cypress swamp forest, under water most of the year and dominated by pond and bald cypresses or deciduous trees.

    


    	
      Coastal saline wetlands, including saltwater marshes in the north and western parts of the states and mangrove swamps in the south.

    


    	
      Wet prairies, consisting of seasonally flooded, treeless lowlands, open grassy areas also supporting low herbs and rushes.

    


    	
      Open scrub cypress with scattered dwarfed pond cypress growing on very thin soil that also supports sedges, low herbs, and grasses.

    


    	
      Fresh water marshes, basin areas with a peat soil base, occupied by various rushes and other herbaceous plants.

    


    	
      Everglades sawgrass marshes, dominated by sawgrass, although invasive cattails are a problem in some areas.

    


    	
      Everglades marshes, sloughs, wet prairies and tree islands, with various grasses and rushes in low areas. On the small isolated tree islands, vegetation varies from bay trees to tropical hardwoods.

    


    	
      Prairie/marsh wetland, with sawgrass, wildflowers, and other grasses.

    

  


  [image: Cypress swamps are usually under water most of the year.]
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Mangroves inhabit southern coastal wetlands.

  Any of these wetland areas contain many useful native plants, some particularly appropriate for the edges of containment ponds used to collect excess runoff water. Developments and industrial areas may use a system of canals or lakes to catch and store surplus water for flood control, or residents may use water containment areas as a source of irrigation. When dry season lowers water levels, exposing ugly irrigation pipes, native plantings suitable for a pond edge will conceal pipes at low water and still survive when water levels, are higher. Some native nurseries now specialize in aquatic plants for this purpose.


  These plant communities, both upland and wetland, can be located on the General Map of Vegetation of Florida, published by the Institute of Food and Agricultural Science, University of Florida.
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  FLORIDA’S CLIMATE


  People have definite preferences as to where they want to live. Some love the heat; others crave a cooler climate. One would choose life in the shady woods; another could sprawl forever on a sandy, sun-drenched dune. Plants are like that, too.


  Florida’s climate offers its residents, human and otherwise, a good deal of variety. It ranges from cool subtropical in the north to truly tropical in the Keys.


  Except for its northern border, the state is surrounded by water, a factor that modifies the climate over most of its area. This close proximity to the water makes for cooler summers and warmer winters. Interior areas away from the water may register 10° warmer in summer and 10° cooler in winter.


  The many lakes and rivers of interior Florida offer some micro-climate advantages, particularly in winter. This means the south and southeastern sides of these bodies of water can be a degree or two warmer than the north or west sides, which may make the difference between an injurious freeze and no plant damage during a cold spell.


  [image: Hardiness Zone Map Minimum Average Temperature Chart for Florida -6.7 to -12.2°C -1.2 to - 6.6°C 1.6 to - 1.1 °C 4.4 to 1.7°C 4.5°C and above 20 to 10°F 30 to·20°F 35 to 30°F 40 to 35°F 40°F and above Map courtesy of Betrock Publishing Co.]


  The United States Department of Agriculture Plant Hardiness Map of the United States puts northern Florida and the Panhandle in hardiness Zone 8, which corresponds to average lows of 10–20°F. Zone 9 covers central Florida, with average minimums of 20-30°F.


  Zones 10a and 10b encompass the southern end of the peninsula. Zone 10a has average minimums of 30–35°F, whereas Zone 10b has lows of 35–40°F. The true tropics are in the Keys, which is Zone 11, with minimum temperatures above 40°F.


  In citing the native ranges of plants in this book, you will notice we refer simply to Zone 10, because the minor temperature differences between Zones 10a and 10b seldom are critical when native plants are concerned.


  Remember, these are average temperatures. A severe cold wave can bring temperatures as low as 15–20°F in the extreme north and around 32°F in the far south. Fortunately, such cold spells seldom last more than three days and usually are followed by a quick warmup. The coldest temperatures often are on the second day of a cold snap, when the wind is calm and radiational cooling drops temperatures to their lowest reading.


  Residents can take several steps to lessen or prevent cold damage to their valuable plantings. Individual landscapes can be protected by using windbreaks and locating tender plant material on the south side of a building. A good watering just before a cold spell also will help protect plantings. So will pulling mulch away from the base of a plant so that warmth in the soil can radiate upward.


  When, despite your efforts, plants do freeze during a cold night, they should be protected from the morning sun. If allowed to thaw too quickly, their tissues can turn to mush.


  Heat also can affect plants adversely, especially in combination with dry weather. A new Plant Heat-Zone Map, published in 1997 by the American Horticultural Society, shows the average number of days per year that various regions of the country experience “heat days,” with temperatures higher than 86°F (30°C), the point at which plants may begin to suffer damage. The map divides the country into zones from Zone 1, with no heat days, to Zone 12, with 210 heat days. (Florida ranges from Zone 8 in the Panhandle, with 90 to 120 heat days, to Zone 12, in inland southwest Florida.) Plans are under way to incorporate this coding in publications such as garden catalogs and reference books to indicate various plants’ ability to tolerate heat.


  In Florida, our summer temperatures usually are modified by frequent afternoon thunderstorms. Most rainfall occurs during the summer wet season, from June to mid-October. Rainfall averages from 48 to 64 inches annually statewide, with the southeast interior areas and the extreme northwest Panhandle having the highest average rainfall.


  Hurricanes are the major wind events that plague the state. The southeast coast and Keys are most prone to hurricanes, but the northern Gulf Coast also has been hit in recent years. Fortunately, even a major hurricane’s path of destruction usually is only 40–70 miles across, so much of the state is spared.


  Tornadoes may accompany a hurricane, causing additional devastation. But even the more severe thunderstorms are capable of producing small tornadoes that can leave tremendous local damage behind them.


  [image: image]


  CULTURE


  Years ago, Floridians hankering for a native garden had few options when it came to obtaining plants. Most often they went out into the boondocks, collected small trees or shrubs, and brought them home. Some plants lived; a lot more died.


  Those days are past. Development has gobbled up once-wild land. Collecting on private property without permission is illegal, and getting such permission, when the land perhaps is owned by a faceless development corporation, is not easy. Besides, many of our most valued species—orchids, bromeliads and more—are protected by state law. No responsible person these days approves transplanting from the wild, unless it is part of a salvage operation to rescue plants from land being cleared for development.


  Fortunately, nurseries specializing in natives have multiplied along with the interest in native plants, and even growers who formerly concentrated on fast-growing exotics have added more natives to their listings. Along with commercial nurseries, other sources such as native plant societies often offer container-grown plants at affordable prices. Purchasing from such sources helps guarantee that your plants will be healthy and insect-free.


  Native plants often are extolled as being carefree, and to some extent this is true, especially if they are planted in sites similar to their natural habitats. Plants located considerably out of their preferred habitats can have as many problems as exotic species. Knowledgeable nursery personnel can steer you to the plants that will do well in your particular surroundings.


  Observing the characteristics of a plant’s growth, choosing improved varietal selections, and being aware how big the plant will get at maturity are good ways to assure the success of your native landscape.


  Once you’ve made your choice, it’s important to get your tree or shrub off to a good start with proper planting and maintenance.


  First, dig a broad, shallow hole no deeper than the depth of the pot or root ball and twice as wide. If you like, you can mix some organic matter such as peat moss or cow manure with the existing soil (one part organic matter to two parts soil), but many horticulturists recommend using the existing soil without improving it.


  Position the plant in the hole, fill it two-thirds with soil, and tamp down. Then fill the hole with water. Poke the hose end into the soil to eliminate air pockets, and let the water drain before adding the rest of the soil. Be sure the soil level is no higher than the plant’s root ball. Tamp the soil down again. It’s a good idea to build a circular dirt “dam” around the plant a little farther out than the root ball; it will help hold water as the plant becomes established. Water again to fill this basin.


  One misconception is that natives do not need watering. Once established, correctly located plants can survive nicely without irrigation, but they do need water to get established. Planting in the wet season is practical, as supplemental irrigation may not be necessary. Put your plants in the ground at the start of the rainy season in June or July and they should be well-established before the dry season begins, around mid-October.


  Dry season planting, on the other hand, requires a reliable irrigation system or a lot of time spent dragging around the garden hose. Your new plants will need daily watering for the first two weeks, then every three or four days until the wet season arrives.


  Fertilizing is another area often misunderstood. For native plants that are well-established, fertilizer is not essential; but a good organic fertilizer can speed their growth. If you choose to use fertilizer, apply it at the rates recommended on the label, in March, June, and October.


  If you allow fallen leaves to remain in planting beds, they’ll decay naturally and serve as free mulch. An organic layer like this conserves water, suppresses weeds, and acts as a fertilizer as the elements return to the soil. If you use commercial mulch (shredded cypress, pine bark, and the like), keep it a couple of inches away from the plant stem or trunk to avoid bark peeling and rotting.


  Pruning is recommended to remove dead wood, crossing limbs, and suckers. While pruning can be done at almost any time, especially in south Florida, early summer is preferable. One time to hold off with the lopping shears, however, is right ;after a freeze.


  As for trimming and shaping to create a hedge, not all species take well to this treatment. Although cocoplum and silver buttonwood are used commonly as hedge plants in south Florida, neither seems able to take repeated pruning to keep them at a specific height. As a hedge, silver buttonwood gets bare and woody at the base and has a short serviceable life, but it is perfect as a small tree. Cocoplum fares better but still does not have a long serviceable life as a hedge. It will be effective longer in a sunny location, but still will have trouble pushing new growth from old wood.


  And yes, pests and diseases can attack native plants as well as exotics. For a healthy plant, a problem may be nothing worse than a temporary inconvenience. Much depends on the gardener’s tolerance for insects.


  Mahogany, for example, is a fine, tough tree, but some are very susceptible to tent caterpillars in the spring. They strip the foliage, and the falling caterpillars and their ugly tents are offensive. Yet the tree survives the attack and quickly puts out fresh green leaves. No spraying is required, but Thuricide or Dipel, a bacillus that acts as a stomach poison to the caterpillars, may be used for control. It is a natural pesticide, safe for the environment.


  The introduced Cuban May beetle eats the foliage on many trees, starting to feed in early summer and continuing its nocturnal attacks until early fall. It starts on lower foliage and works its way up the tree. Plants survive, but the loss of leaves is noticeable. Beneficial nematodes will safely control beetle populations while they are in the grub stage in the soil during the winter.


  Many gardeners choose to let nature take its course. One gardener we know had a native lysiloma, or wild tamarind, that became infested with thornbugs, an enemy of most members of the legume family. He killed the bugs by spraying, but more were back the next year. The same cycle repeated the following year. He stopped spraying, ignored the bugs, and while the lysiloma may be growing somewhat more slowly, it is still vigorous.


  Diversification and good plant health will minimize insect damage. A single specimen in your garden may escape attack entirely, whereas a planting of dozens of the same species may bring in the preying insects from miles around. Besides, diversification replicates nature, makes a garden more interesting, and provides havens for more birds and other predators that will feed on the bad guys without the need for spraying.


  And here’s a word for those who want to have a native garden but lack the space. Small trees and shrubs such as the various stoppers, pineland privet, and blueberry are fine for container growing. Ferns lend themselves to baskets and pots. Wildflowers will still bring butterflies to your garden even if the garden is a collection of attractive pots arranged on a deck or patio. A commercial, fast-draining potting mix or a blend of peat moss, perlite, and bark, plus sparing use of a good soluble fertilizer, will suit almost any container-grown plant.
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  CREATING A NATIVE GARDEN


  Like any other kind of landscaping, creating a native garden takes some planning. You don’t have to be an artist to draw a workable design that will serve as a guide when installing your plants and trees. If you have a professionally prepared survey or architect’s drawing of your property, with a bird’s-eye view of the house and land, that’s a good place to begin. Make a few photocopies and go from there. Or just start with a fresh sheet of graph paper.


  Draw your house, driveway, sidewalks, patio, pool, and other features. Your plan must work around and be compatible with all your utilities. They include your septic tank, drain field, sewage lines, underground conduits for water and gas, irrigation lines, and overhead utility wires. So be sure you know where they are located.


  During this initial planning stage, you should also locate specific “use areas”: the public space at the front of the house, an area for entertaining, utility space for pool pump, clothesline, trash cans and storage, and perhaps hobby areas for a water garden, butterfly or bird gardens, vegetables, or wildflowers.


  Meanwhile, try to keep in mind the principles of energy conservation. Properly selected and located native plants can reduce the amount of water needed for irrigation, save money and effort that would be spent on frequent pruning, and provide shade from the hot sun and protection, from chilly winds, a major saving on air conditioning and heating bills. Providing a shady canopy for your outdoor air conditioning unit, for example, can increase its efficiency.


  Think of your landscape as a series of outdoor rooms, with walls and ceilings fashioned of trees and shrubs.


  The first items that should be placed in the landscape are your selected trees, both large and small, and larger palms. Locating a large tree on the southwest side of the house will provide maximum shade. A deciduous tree, providing summer shade and winter sunlight, might give the most beneficial balance in north and central Florida, while an evergreen would be more suitable in the southern region where even winter days often require air conditioning. Evergreen conifers such as red cedar, planted along the north side of the property, could serve as a windbreak, protecting you from cold winter winds.


  Nothing needs more careful research than large trees. They’re not only expensive at the outset but can prove even more expensive if you must remove them later on. Before settling on a specific tree, be sure you understand its habits. How tall will it grow? Does it have messy leaves and fruit? Are its roots aggressive? A tree with potential growth to 40 or 50 feet should not be located near or under power lines where branches can contribute to power outages and require trimming by the electric company (which may leave your poor oak hacked beyond recognition). Be sure that what you are planting will be a good neighbor.


  Shrubs and small palms are useful as accents, for providing screening, blocking unattractive views, and dividing the garden into “rooms.” They help direct foot traffic and emphasize focal points, and many add beauty with colorful flowers and interesting textures. Thorny shrubs can provide security as well as cover and nesting sites for birds. Here again, there is an energy factor; shrubs along the east and west sides of the house will reduce the amount of the sun’s heat the walls would otherwise absorb.


  By their very nature, most of Florida’s native plants have a casual look and work well in an informal landscape. But for the tidy type of gardener who loves things clipped and manicured, the native palette has shrubs that will provide this look. The “Schellings” dwarf holly, with its tiny leaves and tight branching, lends itself to neat little hedges or foundation plantings and requires minimal pruning. Perfect columns are attainable with marlberry, Spanish stopper, or Jamaica caper, which grow naturally in a columnar form and need only an occasional nip and tuck to keep in shape. Even shrubs with natural rounded, squarish, or triangular forms can be found.


  [image: Walter viburnum and wax myrtle in a loose, informal hedge.]

Walter viburnum and wax myrtle in a loose, informal hedge.


  Vines on fences and trellises can create vertical walls, or supply shade and shelter when used on an arbor or pergola. Many have attractive, fragrant flowers and are not overly invasive. Be sure to match the size and climbing habit of a vine to its supporting structure. Twining vines are fine on a chainlink fence but could strangle a living tree. A species with hold-fast roots, like Virginia creeper, is excellent for covering an ugly masonry wall along a highway, but when it climbs a wooden structure it can promote decay and harbor insects.


  Low-growing flowering plants, ferns, and such should be added last. to provide low cover and color and to shade out weeds. Tree leaves will sift into their beds and disappear, making raking unnecessary and will return organic matter to the earth as a natural source of fertilizer.


  During this initial planning, it is important to analyze your site to determine what to save and what to remove. Some existing ornamental plants can be blended into the native garden. A shade garden, for instance, can incorporate exotic ferns, camellias, hostas, or other compatible plantings. As long as an exotic plant is not overly aggressive and serves a function, let it remain.


  Trees such as ficus and schefflera, with invasive roots or messy habits, usually should be removed. You might also want to eliminate brittle species—willow, poplar, Siberian elm, silver maple, and chinaberry—if they are growing close to the house.


  Reducing the size of your lawn as much as possible will save money and energy. While a young family often needs a lawn as a safe play area for children, the garden can be changed and the lawn area reduced as the children grow.


  In your planning, you might want to incorporate mini-habitats. A shade garden can mimic the forest on a small scale, with a canopy, understory, and forest floor plants. A small, sunny open meadow can be created with native plants, even on a city or suburban lot. Wherever you live in Florida, there is a palette of native plants and a landscape design that will work for you and your personal lifestyle.


  [image: 1. LARGE TREES Oaks Pines Red maple Mahogany Hickory Sweet gum Black gum Sugarberry Florida elm Paradise tree Gumbo-limbo Southern magnolia Wild tamarind Green buttonwood Jamaica dogwood Southern red cedar 2. SMALL TREES Winged elm Redbud Dogwood Crabapple Plums Hollies Turkey oak Redbay Soap berry Red buckeye Fringe tree Sourwood Hawthorns Geiger tree Pigeon plum Torchwood Fiddlewood Sweetbay magnolia Loblolly bay Stoppers Lignum vitae Willow bustic 3. ACCENTS Saw palmetto Yaupon holly Wax myrtle Buttonbush Needle palm Swamp lily Spider lily Fakahatchee grass Wild azalea 4. HEDGE Florida privet Blueberry Dwarf yaupon holly Viburnum Sweetshrub Cocoplum. Bay cedar Gallberry White. indigo berry 5. LARGE SCREENING SHRUBS 6. GROUND COVERS Cherry laurel Oakleaf hydrangea Coontie Walter viburnum Stoppers Gopher apple Leatherwood Marlberry Spider lily Swamp dogwood Jamaica and limber caper Scrub mint Mountain laurel Myrsine St. John’s wort Wild azalea Cocoplum Muhly grass’ A native garden for an urban home. The design for this native plant landscape can be adapted to many-suburban settings. Use it for ideas in creating your’own landscape. The trees and plants’ listed here are only a few of the possibilities; many others are suitable if they are appropriate for your part of the state. (Design. by Steven E. Tate)]
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  WATER GARDENS


  There was a time when many individual property owners and developers looked upon marshy wetlands and grassy ponds as unattractive places to be cleared and replanted, usually with exotics, or even filled in. Now, appreciation for the value and potential beauty of such sites is emerging.


  A case in point is the five-acre Cypress Creek Nature Preserve, only a couple of blocks away from busy 1-95 in Fort Lauderdale in Broward County. This bit of preserved wetland is set among the glittering glass and concrete buildings of a large corporate center complex. Cooperation between the developer and the county’s parks and recreation division led to the preservation of the stand of old bald cypress, maples, and ferns, along with a large pond inhabited by turtles and fish and visited by egrets, ibises, herons, even ospreys. A simple wood boardwalk and benches along the pond edge make it a restful haven for employees and the public, and at the same time educate them to the beauty and serenity of a natural sanctuary.


  If you are the owner of rural, undeveloped property, you may be lucky enough to have a similar freshwater pond, lake, or stream passing through. Often, all one needs to create an enjoyable water “garden” at such sites is to eliminate undesirable exotics and perhaps thin shrubs or lift the lower branches on trees to open up the view. Flowering shrubs like buttonbush and water-loving wildflowers such as lobelia may be introduced along the bank for color and


  [image: Cypress Creek Nature Preserve, Fort Lauderdale, thrives within a modern corporate center.]



  

  

  

  

  

  [image: This retention pohd in southwest Florida was turned into a visual asset. (Photo by J. Roland Lieber)]


  

  

  

  

  [image: Native plants, like duck potato, attract water birds.]



  [image: 1. LARGE TREES AND PALMS Red maple River birch Water hickory Sugarberry Sweet gum Southern magnolia Black gum Laurel oak Bald cypress Florida elm Sabal palm Royal palm 2. SMALL TREES AND PALMS Pond apple Pawpaw Atlantic whitecedar Fringe tree Cocoplum Loblolly bay Dahoon holly Sweetbay magnolia Redbay Coastal plain willow Paurotis palm 3. ACCENTS Needle palm Florida thatch palm Saw palmetto Buttohbush Oakleaf hydrangea Wax myrtle Leather fern Florida tree fern 4. HEDGE/SHRUBS Blueberry Wild azalea Florida privet Gallberry Florida anise Virginia willow Elderberry 5. GROUND COVERS lizard’s tail Fakahatchee grass Boston fern 6. EDGE-OF-WATER PLANTS, AQUATICS Lizard’s tail Cinnamon fern Pitcher plant Cardinal flower String lily Pickerel weed Thalia Spider lily White water lily Rushes Yellow canna Duck potato A garden for a fresh water frontage. This waterfront landscape would work along a natural or man-made lake to create an attractive view and help stabilize the bank. Other plants also are suitable. (Design by Steven E. Tate)]
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Dwarf yaupon holly 5. LARGE SCREENING SHRUBS 6. GROUND COVERS
Viburnum Cherry laurel Oakleat hydrangea Coonfie
Sweelshrub Walter viburnum Stoppers Gopher apple
Cocoplum Leatherwood Marlberry Spider lily

Bay cedar Swamp dogwood Jamaica and limber caper Scrub mint
Gallberry Mountain laurel Myrsine St. John's wort
White indigo berry Wild azalea Cocoplum Muhly grass

A native garden for an urban home, The design for this native plant landscape can be adapted
to many suburban settings. Use it for ideas in creating your own landscape. The trees and
plants listed here are only a few of the possibilities; many others are suitable if they are
appropriate for your part of the state. (Design by Steven E. Tate)
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A garden for a fresh water frontage. This waterfront landscape would work along a natural
or man-made lake to create an attractive view and help stabilize the bank. Other plants also
are suitable. (Design by Steven E. Tate)
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Hardiness Zone Map

Minimum Average Temperature

Chart for Florida
-6.7 to -12.2°C 8 20 to 10°F
-1.2t0 - 6.6°C 9 30 to 20°F
1.6to-1.1°C 35 to 30°F
44t0 1.7°C 40 to 35°F
4.5°C and above 40°F and above

Map courtesy of Betrock Publishing Co.
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This retention pond in southwest Florida was turned into a visual asset.
(Photo by ]. Roland Lieber)
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ypress swamps are usually under water most of the year.






