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Explanation of Symbols

The chessboard with its coordinates:
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	White to move
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	Black to move



	♔

	King



	♕

	Queen



	♖

	Rook



	♗

	Bishop



	♘

	Knight
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	White stands slightly better
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	Black stands slightly better
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	White stands better
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	Black stands better



	+–

	White has a decisive advantage



	–+

	Black has a decisive advantage



	=

	balanced position



	!

	good move



	!!

	excellent move



	?

	bad move



	??

	blunder



	!?

	interesting move



	?!

	dubious move



	⇆

	counterplay



	↑

	initiative
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	only move



	≥

	better is



	≤

	weaker is



	>

	strong (sufficient)



	<

	weak (insufficient)



	#

	mate



	→

	attack
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	compensation
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	with the idea



	ct

	candidates tournament



	cr

	correspondence



	tt

	team tournament



	ol

	olympiad



	m

	match









Foreword

The early bishop sortie ♗g5/♗f4


[image: img]

First knights, then bishops is the classical rule. But not in this book!



Dear chess friends,

In 2019, I published my first opening repertoire project called An Attacking Repertoire for White with 1.d4. There I presented a choice of opening variations that also coincides with my personal approach to chess.

As a continuation, for this next book I decided to study two very popular openings in one project: The Trompowsky Attack and The London System.

The point of including these two openings together in one book is that they have some patterns in common, and by studying them in parallel, you can compare and supplement each of them with new ideas and concepts!


[image: images] The author’s workshop

• Part I – If you want to play a dynamic early bishop sortie after 1.d4 ♘f6, it is relatively best to play the attacking move 2.♗g5!, thwarting Black’s opening plans with the threat of ♗x♘f6.

[image: img]

The Trompowsky Attack must be studied first of all with respect to the pawn structure, and only if that is determined, then the set-up of the pieces is chosen:

White’s d-pawn may either advance or be exchanged. The c-pawn often remains on c2, allowing Veresov’s knight move ♘c3!. Sometimes the pawn itself occupies the c3-square after defending the king against a check with ...♕a5+. Also, the f-pawn can play different roles: after f2-f3 we get a kind of Sämisch structure known from the King’s Indian Defence, but f2-f4 will lead to a typical Four Pawns Attack.

The Trompowsky bishop, apart from being traded for the knight on f6, may also manoeuvre back and forth along the c1-h6 diagonal.

Black, in turn, has a choice between various well-known opening schemes – some of which, however, cannot be achieved due to the position of the bishop on g5!

• Part II – With the more versatile move 2.♗f4 White spends a key tempo on development and steers for a slow, positional game.

[image: img]


As far as the London System is concerned, the first thing that matters is the ‘order of moves’ early in the opening. White has three ways to start his further development:

1) Strictly following the 3.e3, 4.c3 and 5.♘bd2 order;

2) Playing first ♘f3 on move 2-4;

3) The Veresov move ♘c3 at some favourable moment.

In addition to the standard set-ups, Black also has an anti-London resource connected with queenside counterplay with a quick ..c7-c5 and ...♕b6.

[image: Img] Keep in Mind

Both openings are united by a large number of possible transpositions, but not only that.

As you will see, sometimes there is even a direct switch from the Trompowsky to the London or vice versa. Along the way, White may even win an extra tempo!

For example:

[image: img]

D-1: See Part I, Chapter 3

[image: img]

D-2: Part II: 9.♗g5!?, see the comments to Game 37

There are more such cases throughout the book. Actually, in almost every game you may find several different transpositions.

These two openings demonstrate what dynamic chess is all about. Many times we will have to kiss the classical rules goodbye. Anyway, we have already changed that old mantra into ‘First the bishop, then the knight!’

New ideas, dynamic strategies and powerful weapons

When you open this original book, you will be pleasantly surprised by the many practical tips that reveal the key resources of the proposed opening lines. All the important tactics are also highlighted, and some of them have been presented as ‘practical exercises’ for the reader.


I have carefully chosen the most interesting games. In total there are 46 – 35 by other players and 11 of my own. In my analyses, I have strived for a good understanding of the intentions of the players, during the opening and also beyond, into the middlegame and even sometimes into the endgame. So each of selected games has a lot of interesting new features and exciting lines! My prediction for the future is that these lines will become very popular, and I expect new ideas and many improvements will be found for both sides.

The statistics mentioned in this book date from January 2022.

I wish you lots of success with the Trompowsky and the London!

Grandmaster Viktor Moskalenko

Barcelona, April 2022

Seven symbols

For the convenience of the reader of my books, certain special lines in the analysis are marked with either of the following seven symbols:

[image: images] TRICK: hidden tactics and tricky ideas, e.g. traps you can set and pitfalls you have to avoid.

[image: images] PUZZLE: exercises, possible transpositions, move-order subtleties, curiosities and rare lines.

[image: images] WEAPON: the best lines to choose; strong or surprising options for both attack and defence, which deserve attention.

[image: images] PLAN: the main ideas for one of the sides in the next phase of the game.

[image: images] STATISTICS: winning percentages for a line or for either side/player.

[image: images] WORKSHOP: how the author plans to construct the chapter at hand.

[image: images] KEEP IN MIND: here, fundamental ideas for either side are given.






PART I

The Trompowsky Attack – 1.d4 ♘f6 2.♗g5

[image: img]

The Trompowsky Attack is fashionable again and brings White players good results, since it offers a complicated game right from the second move.


[image: img]

Octavio Trompowsky (1897-1984), the Brazilian inventor of the bishop sortie 2.♗g5.



An Early Middlegame

In the Trompowsky Attack, White tends to ignore the classical rules much more conspicuously than in any other opening, and this often leads very quickly to a complex middlegame. It is particularly suited for intuitive players, who prefer to avoid massive amounts of opening theory.

The opening is named after the former Brazilian champion Octavio Trompowsky (1897-1984) who introduced it in 1936 at the Munich Olympiad against Endzelins, but wrote that year in Deutsche Schachblätter that he had been playing it for 15 years already. Nowadays, many grandmasters often play 1.d4 ♘f6 2.♗g5, making improvisations of their own.

Since the year 2006, I have used the Trompowsky Attack on and off without having any basic knowledge of the opening. To my astonishment (and to that of my opponents), I scored very well with this line, winning most of my games.

I love the attractive positions it brings on the board and the great scope it offers for creative play.


Main lines

After 1.d4 ♘f6, the Trompowsky is a popular alternative to the more common 2.c4 and 2.♘f3. By playing 2.♗g5, White avoids the immense theoretical ramifications of openings like the Nimzo-, Queen’s, King’s and Grünfeld Indians, as well as the Benoni and the Benko Gambit.

Of course, the Trompowsky Attack has its own (wild) positions. However, these are founded on common pawn structures from the main openings, only with the bishop on g5 instead of playing c2-c4 or any other move with a piece. This opens up great opportunities for improvisation and at the same time will confuse theoretical players.

With his second move, White threatens to exchange his bishop for Black’s knight, inflicting doubled pawns upon Black: 2...g6 3.♗xf6!? (this capture is also interesting after 2...c5, 2...d5 or 2...c6), obtaining an advantage due to his favourable pawn structure.

Black has a number of ways to meet the Trompowsky Attack. Some replies avoid the doubling of the pawns, others allow it. Black’s most common moves are 2...♘e4, 2...d5 and 2...c5. Against other responses, White keeps options to transpose to other openings, while 2...e6 allows White to take profit of the pin by means of the aggressive advance 3.e4!?. Most of these ideas will be discussed in Chapters 1-7.

[image: Img] Workshop

Chapter 1: 2...c5 (Games 1-9)

Chapter 2: 2...♘e4 3.♗f4 c5 (Games 10-12)

Chapter 3: 2...♘e4 3.♗f4 d5 (Games 13-17)

Chapter 4: 2...e6 (Games 18-21)

Chapter 5: 2...d5 (Games 22-24)

Chapter 6: 2...g6 (Game 25)

Chapter 7: 1.d4 f5 2.♗g5 (Games 26-28)

[image: Img] Keep in Mind

• There are many possible transpositions between the given lines.

• Another great feature of the Trompowsky is that White can often choose between a calm, positional continuation and a tactical, gambit-like one.

• White should not confuse the Trompowsky with the London System (Part II of this book) or the Torre Attack, in which the c3/d4/e3 triangle is the standard way for White to set up his central pawns. In the Trompowsky Attack, in most cases White should play the advance c2-c4, or else an early ♘c3 (Veresov’s move), or sometimes the flexible ♘bd2.






CHAPTER 1

Benoni structures

1.d4 ♘f6 2.♗g5 c5

[image: img]

[image: Img] STATISTICS: 8,438 games = approximately 50%

Black ignores the attack on the f6-knight and immediately counterattacks in the centre, additionally preparing the activation of his queen on b6 or a5. This is probably the most dynamic – and most successful – defence against the Trompowsky, since it forces both sides to make some critical decisions very early in the game.

There are three main weapons in White’s arsenal here: 3.d5, 3.♗xf6 and 3.♘c3.

• First of all, the move order with 3.♘c3 d5! leads to a sharp version of the Veresov Opening:

[image: img]

The original move order is 1.d4 d5 2.♘c3 ♘f6 3.♗g5 c5!; or the position can also arise via another Trompowsky line: 1.d4 ♘f6 2.♗g5 d5 3.♘c3 c5!.


Unfortunately, here White’s results are rather meagre, since after correct play by Black, Veresov’s knight on c3 turns out to be misplaced.

However, ♘c3 is a useful concept for this chapter when it is played on move 4!

[image: Img] Workshop

So, we start with the author’s favourite set-up: the advance 3.d5!?.

[image: img]

Benoni structures are always a good alternative in these lines (see also Chapter 2).

If in a standard opening White prefers to develop his knights and kingside pieces first, it turns out that the relatively unexplored move ♗g5 has its advantages in this position. Here, White mostly plays ♘c3 without c2-c4, thereby saving a tempo. The open f1-a6 diagonal allows White to play ♗b5+ in some cases, and the c4-square may serve as an outpost for a white knight.

The ensuing play largely depends on Black’s third move (Games 1-7). But in all cases, White’s ideas are crucial here. Studying these games will serve you well in your attempts to understand the opening. Please note that there are possible transpositions between Chapters 1 and 2.

• Game 1: 3...e5 – now 4.d6!N is an unpleasant surprise against Czech Benoni aficionados.

• Game 2: 3...e6 – Black tries to apply the Modern Benoni scheme, but here this move can be answered with the aggressive 4.e4!? (or also the more quiet 4.♘c3).

• Game 3: 3...b5 – Black plays in the Volga/Benko spirit. However, after 4.♗xf6!?, Black will have a compromised structure on the kingside.

• Game 4: 3...d6 4.♘c3! leads to a familiar Schmid Benoni structure. But instead of ♗e2, White has placed his other bishop aggressively on g5!

• Games 5 and 6: 3...♕b6 4.♘c3! leads to an attractive struggle between material and development: the creative Trompowsky Gambit.

• Game 7: 3...♘e4 essentially turns into a King’s Indian Sämisch structure after White plays 4.♗f4 and later f2-f3 (similar to Chapter 2).


A positional alternative is 3.♗xf6!? gxf6 4.d5 ♕b6.

[image: img]

The immediate exchange on f6 is the old main motif of the Trompowsky, but it is still very popular and playable.

Having spoiled Black’s pawn structure (especially weakening his king), White is striving for a long-term positional advantage.

• Game 8: 5.♕c1 has been the most common line so far in the Trompowsky.

• Game 9: 5.♘d2!? is a cunning version of a known gambit, not yet fully established in theory and practice (73 games in total).

[image: Img] Keep in Mind

Black’s early counterattack with the queen by ...♕b6 (or also ...♕a5+/♕b6, see Chapter 2) often turns out to be useless and, accordingly, is an important loss of time.


Benoni Structures – Games

Game 1 – Czech Benoni: 3...e5

Viktor Moskalenko 2543

Jorge Gonzalez Rodriguez 2425

Barcelona rapid 2006 (4)

1.d4 ♘f6 2.♗g5!?

We start our treatment of the Trompowsky Attack with this OTB rapid game in which I used it for the first time with White.

My reason for playing it was to avoid the Czech Benoni, 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e5, which is my opponent’s main opening as Black.

2...c5

Trying to unbalance the game immediately.

[image: img]

3.d5!?

This is our main concept in Chapters 1 and 2: after this advance, the game transposes to a structure that is typical of the Benoni Defence. However, as yet it is not clear in whose favour the early move 2.♗g5 will work.

3...e5

Black still intends to use the good old Benoni method, but a nasty surprise awaits him already on the next move.


[image: img]

Colombian IM Jorge Gonzalez Rodriguez, a great fan of Old Indian structures.
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PUZZLE: Find the best idea for White.



4.d6!N

An amazing resource, with the intention to block Black’s development thoroughly. This was an intuitive decision over the board. However, even after subsequent analysis this turned out to be a solid idea.

4.♘c3 is the usual move, but in the closed structure arising after 4...d6 5.e4 ♗e7, the placement of the ♗g5 might be not
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