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For those living in darkness, the light is in your heart.

 

I will bring the blind by a way that they knew not; I will lead them in paths that they have not known; I will make the darkness light before them.

-Isaiah 42:16

 



Prologue

Growing up in a small country church provided me with the opportunity to experience the richness, meaningfulness, and importance of music during worship services. It was common for the congregation to sing as many as five hymns during the course of the service. The beauty of the experience was highlighted by the participation of everyone in the church singing each hymn, regardless of age or singing ability. And everyone sang with joy and fellowship. It was a powerful spiritual experience and a central focus of worship.

Many times after church services my mother hummed some of the hymns as we drove home. She talked about her favorite hymns and frequently pointed out particular lines in a hymn that she thought were beautiful and inspirational. She viewed hymns as poems put to music, and she told me I should take the time to read hymns for the pleasure of enjoying the inspirational messages and stories. My mother also told me to look at the bottom of each page of the hymnal and note the name of the hymnist, because that was the name of a very special person—a person who was sharing a part of his or her soul through the hymn.

Many years later, I did read the lines of hymns and I started to pay attention to the names of hymnists. When I asked several people if they knew the names of hymnists who crafted beautiful hymns I found that very few knew any of them.

I started reading and enjoying the beauty of the messages in hymns and I developed a keen interest in the people who wrote and composed the hymns. I wanted to know more about them. I started by reading dozens of hymnals from many sources, but I found that it was difficult to find information about many of the hymnists, even though their hymns were very well known and could be found in numerous hymnals. It took a few years to research their lives and the stories behind the hymns. Narrowing down the selection of hymnists was difficult. This book could be a thousand pages long, but the length needed to be reasonable for readers, so the hymnists selected were those whose hymns appear most often in hymnals.

In this book, the reader will find a collection of almost 400 brief biographies of hymnists from medieval days to contemporary times. The personal stories are interesting, compelling, inspirational and at times heart rending.

There are also common themes in many of the hymns that were composed by the hymnists. References to fear, hope, and inspiration are found not only in the hymns but also in the biographies of the hymnists, as well as in the Bible and in our daily lives. Therefore, the first three chapters of the book include a study of fear, hope, and inspiration and how they are linked together.

 

 


Introduction

Hymnists are a special lot. They put words and meaning to our spirit, our needs, and our hopes.

-Anonymous

Their stories and lives are seldom considered or known, yet their works and influence are felt almost every day somewhere in the world and have been for numerous generations. They are the hymnists and their gift to the world of the past and for the future are poems and hymns. To many people, they are important to our hopes, inspiration, and spiritual healing.

The oldest known hymn is the Phos Hiliron, which is also called the Hail Gladdening Light. Trying to discover the music that accompanied the hymn has proven difficult for scholars but it is commonly believed now that the music was from a Byzantine Chant. The hymn was part of daily Vespers and was sung at each worship service, as it is today in some churches. St. Basil the Great (329-379 AD) wrote about the beauty of Phos Hiliron when it was sung in great cathedrals. He said that the words and music filled the heart with joy, redemption, reassurance, and hope.

Other hymns on the list of antiquity include Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence (3rd century); Te Deum (probably the 4th century); The Song of Miriam from the Book of Exodus (5th century); Be Thou My Vision (from ancient Ireland in the 5th century); The Vision of the Lord (ancient Hebrew in the 5th century); and Savior of the Nation (4th century by St. Ambrose of Milan).

These and countless other hymns have survived wars, famines, plagues, the Dark Ages, revolutions, the rise and decline of church attendance, contemporary debasement of religion and anything related to worship, and many other follies and frailties of mankind. The hymns survived because of dedicated hymnists and the meaningfulness of their words to a world that always faces turmoil and challenges to faith and hope.

Hymnists are the poets of the spirit, the leaders of light who pull us from the dark and who show the way back to clarity and purpose in our lives.

Rejoice in their inspirational stories and learn more about the people who bring their gifts to us each time we sing their hymns. Explore how the hymnists help us cope with fear, search for hope, and find inspiration.


Chapter One
Fear

Only when we are no longer afraid do we begin to live.

–Dorothy Thompson

Fear enters our lives almost every day in some way. For many people fear is a constant debilitating presence that prevents them from fully developing their intellectual and social potential. Fear controls their lives. Jiddu Krishnamurti said, “What is needed, rather than running away or controlling or suppressing or any other resistance, is understanding fear; that means, watch it, learn about it, come directly into contact with it. We are to learn about fear, not how to escape from it.” That is the theme in many hymns, such as In Christ Alone.

There are many types of fears. The major fears are obvious, but there are lesser fears, but even those fears are enough to sink us into fits of depression, self-doubt, and anxiety. These “little” fears impede our ability and opportunity to learn from unpleasant experiences and keep us from enjoying our successes. Often the little fears take on more importance than they should. For example, something seemingly insignificant as handling a public speaking engagement adequately can bloom into a terrifying fear. This is illustrated by the results of Gallup Polls conducted over the last twenty years. It shows that most people fear public speaking more than almost anything else, and, in fact, fear it so much that they will do almost anything to avoid speaking in public—even to the detriment of their careers. These manmade fears can be turned into a healthy preparation for challenging times or events, for a certain measure of fear often times helps us prepare more fully. Recognizing this can be the difference between a helpful fear and a harmful fear. As a hymn says, “far, far above thy thought His counsel shall appear, when fully he the work that wrought that caused thy needless fear.” (Give to the Winds Thy Fears)

It is important to recognize that there are two elements of fear: the fear that is necessary and helpful and the fear that is harmful. Gavin de Becker’s book, The Gift of Fear, dramatically and effectively highlights the good and necessary aspects of survival fear: “You have the gift of a brilliant internal guardian that stands ready to warn you of hazards and guide you through risky situations.” Regarding the second type of fear, de Becker has a theory about that too: “Linking an unwarranted fear to its ultimate terrible destination usually helps alleviate that fear. Though, for example, you may find that public speaking can link to death, you’ll see that it would be a long and unlikely trip.” De Becker’s advice is deeply seeded in logic, but oftentimes fear whips logic into submission, as Samuel Butler said, “Fear is the static that prevents me from hearing myself.” Counteracting the negative power of fear is often the theme of hymns, such as A Mighty Fortress is Our God and And Can It Be That I Should Gain.

It may come as a surprise to many people, but confronting fear can be enlightening and gratifying. Henry Ford wrote, “One of the greatest discoveries a man makes, one of his great surprises, is to find he can do what he was afraid he couldn’t do.” This positive attitude toward fear starts the journey and that first step is encouraged by several hymnists like Ruth Duck and Civilla Martin (His Eye is On the Sparrow). Getting to the point where a person can confront fear can be a long journey, and during the journey, that person will need hope, inspiration, and reassurance.

The Bible describes two types of fear. One type is of a beneficial nature and is useful, and for that reason should be encouraged. According to the Bible, it is the fear of God. This is a guiding fear, a respectful fear, a fear that is essential for learning. Hymns have described the fear based on biblical verses. Psalms 111:10 is an example of this: “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; a good understanding of all that they do [His Guiding Commandments]; his praise endureth forever.” Additionally, Proverbs 1:7 states that the fear of God is a necessary entry to wisdom and discipline: “. . . the Lord watches over those who fear him, those who rely on his unfailing love.” In return for the healthy fear, “The Lord is a friend to those who fear him.” (Psalm 33:18) “The Lord confides in those who fear him. He teaches them his covenant.” (Psalm 25:14)

There are other comforting words of assurance from the Bible embedded in the fear of God and are in hymns such Amazing Grace. One of the most reassuring things is that it’s spoken as if from a caring and protective parent, when in Psalm 103:13 it states, “The Lord is like a father to his children, tender and compassionate to those who fear him.”

Although one type of fear can be spiritually healthy, the other type of fear is destructive and must be overcome. Brendan Francis captured the destructive nature of fear when he said, “Every man, through fear, mugs his aspirations a dozen times a day.” In the face of destructive fear, the Bible says, “This is my command—be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or discouraged” (Joshua 14:27). “Don’t be afraid. Just have faith” (Mark 5:36). Hymns such as Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah and It is Well With My Soul echo these themes.

What is the fear that grips people the most and is most destructive? While the fear of death and public speaking always rank at the top of anyone’s list of fears, the question has to be asked -Why? The death fear is obvious though its presence varies greatly from person to person, but the fear of public speaking is very revealing. It illustrates the fear of self-expression and the importance of social acceptance. The fear of public speaking is representative of a fear of public embarrassment, of being humiliated, of exposing oneself and having that exposure lead to a negative experience that lingers in our memory for a long time. It’s the type of memory that picks away at the fabric of our self-esteem, our self-worth, our happiness. Fear can dampen our spirits and challenge our faith, which creates more conditions for fear to control us. According to Charles Stanley, “Fear stifles our thinking and actions. It creates indecisiveness that results in stagnation. I have known talented people who procrastinate indefinitely rather than risk failure. Lost opportunities cause erosion of confidence, and the downward spiral begins.” Hymnists understand that people will struggle with fear because many of them have the same challenges. That is why hymns like Fear Not, I Am With Thee can be so powerfully supportive: “Like a star of glory lighting up my way; through the clouds of midnight this bright promise shone, I will never leave thee.”

The main character in Yann Martel’s powerful book, The Life of Pi, has to deal with fear every day for months, as he is trapped on a makeshift life raft with a Bengal tiger. The journey is a study in fear, and Pi begins his own difficult journey through his soul as he looks deep into the essence of fear. When he looked into the eyes of the huge Bengal tiger every day, he was looking into the heart of fear.

I must say a word about fear. It is life’s only true opponent. Only fear can defeat life. It is a clever, treacherous adversary, how well I know. It has no decency, respects no law or convention, and shows no mercy. It goes for your weakest spot, which it finds with unerring ease. It begins in your mind, always. One moment you are feeling calm, self-possessed, and happy. Then fear disguised in the garb of mild-mannered doubt, slips into your mind like a spy. Doubt meets disbelief and disbelief pushes it out. But disbelief is a poorly armed foot soldier. Doubt does away with it with little trouble. You become anxious. Reason comes to do battle for you. And then you are reassured. Reason is fully equipped with the latest weapons technology. But, to your amazement, despite superior tactics and a number of undeniable victories, reason is laid low.

You feel yourself weakening, wavering. Quickly you make rash decisions. You dismiss your last allies: hope and trust. There, you’ve defeated yourself. Fear, which is but an impression, has triumphed over you.

Note the importance of the line, “. . . you’ve defeated yourself. Fear, which is but an impression has triumphed over you.” To triumph over self-defeating fear, hymnists remind us that “he promised never to leave me.”

Thomas Carlyle wrote: “The first duty of man is to conquer fear; he must get rid of it; he cannot act till then.” How can we challenge fear, take it on face-to-face and win most of the battles? How can we avoid being the type of person whose only moment of happiness is the temporary absence of fear? How can we possibly prevail against the fear that “has many eyes and can see things underground”? (Miguel de Cervantes) The answer lies in hope. Hope is at the center of many hymns. It was hope that helped several hymnists endure personal tragedies, resulting in hymns such as Awake, My Soul and With the Sun; Commit Thou All Thy Griefs; In Heavenly Love Abiding and many others.

When hope is present, fear can be conquered. Hope is the salvation of mankind because hope provides the light showing the way to success and fulfillment and out of the darkness of doubt and fear. A person can survive almost anything as long as hope survives. In the book, Unbroken, by Laura Hillenbrand, hope was the only thing left for the men that survived an airplane crash, several days drifting in a lifeboat, and then years in a torturous war prison camp.

An equally powerful account of surviving fear through hope is found in Viktor Frankl’s compelling book, Man’s Search for Meaning, a true story of how he and others survived the brutal Nazi death camps during World War II. When facing unimaginable fear Frankl explained, “When we are no longer able to change a situation, we are challenged to change ourselves. Those who have a ‘why’ to live, can bear with almost any ‘how’.” When writing about hope and fear, Frankl said, “Those who know how close the connection is between the state of mind of a man—his courage and hope, or lack of them—and the state of immunity of his body will understand that the sudden loss of hope can have a deadly effect.” The hymn Lighten the Darkness of Our Life’s Long Night captures the power of hope and its essential quality for life: “Lighten the darkness of our life’s long night through which we blindly stumble to the day; shadows mislead us; Father, send Thy light to set our footsteps in the homeward way.”

 


Chapter Two
Hope

Hope is a waking dream.

–Aristotle

Fear and its impact frequently dominate individuals, communities, institutions, organizations, and nations that have lost hope. Fear and hope are unquestionably related. Hope can minimize fear; hope can replace fear; hope can conquer fear. Also, however, the inverse is true. Fear can minimize hope; fear can replace hope; fear can crush hope.

In the 17th century, the philosopher Baruch Spinoza wrote about the inescapable relationship between fear and hope: “Fear cannot be without hope nor hope without fear.” The constant interplay and struggle between the two either energizes people or overwhelms them. Some who have succumbed to fear often say, “Hope is a myth; the reality is fear.”

Chad Davis said when he feels that everything seems stacked against him and fear creeps into every corner of his soul, “There is a strong little voice somewhere deep down inside that shouts from underneath all of that emotional rubble and says, ‘Don’t give up, Chad. Keep going; keep fighting.’”

Hope can hold fear at bay. In the book Hunger Games written by Suzanne Collins, there is an exchange between President Snow, who controls the nation through fear, and one of the other characters, Seneca, that illustrates the power of hope as they talk about “the games.”

President Snow: Seneca . . . why do you think we have a winner?

Seneca Crane: What do you mean?

President Snow: I mean, why do we have a winner? I mean, if we just wanted to intimidate the districts, why not round up twenty-four people at random and execute them all at once? It would be a lot faster. [Seneca just stares, confused]

President Snow: Hope.

Seneca Crane: Hope?

President Snow: Hope. It is the only thing stronger than fear. A little hope is effective. A lot of hope is dangerous. A spark is fine, as long as it's contained.

Seneca Crane: So. . .?

President Snow: So, contain it. [Hope]

Note the powerful statement: “Hope is the only thing stronger than fear.” Some of the most powerful dictators in world history understood this, and they also understood that “a little hope is effective and a lot of hope is dangerous.” So, they made certain that the natural hope that springs from mankind’s will to live and survive was not fueled by anything that inspired them beyond the basic level of hope, such as writing, reading, art, singing, and spiritual gatherings.

A little hope motivates people to keep moving, to keep producing, and to keep others from capitulating to depression and hopelessness. Several hymns illustrate that hope emerges from even a small flicker of light, such as Great is Thy Faithfulness; The Solid Rock, and Love Come Down. The hope that centers on the belief that life somehow and in some way will improve is powerful. That’s what dictatorial leaders have known for decades, and that’s the mystery of how their leadership survives without crushing everyone around them from the beginning of their reign. These types of leaders at all levels know that if hope expands and grows beyond the basic level and becomes the spark of inspiration then dictatorial leadership will be threatened.

Antoine De Saint-Exupery, the author of The Little Prince, wrote, “It is only with the heart that one can see rightly; what is essential is invisible to the eye.” The importance and essence of hope in our heart are rightly captured in this line from the famous book. Hope and the quest for hope are basic to living and the conquering of fear, or, at least, the controlling of fear and this is the focus of some hymns: “His eye is on the sparrow, why should I feel discouraged” (His Eye is On The Sparrow).

Psychologist Abraham Maslow wrote extensively about motivation and the hierarchy of needs that must be met before advancing toward the higher state of self-actualization - where an individual focuses on problems outside of self and can discern fact from fiction and can manage or even conquer fear. A self-actualized person is comfortable with creativity and pushing the limits of social convention, and, for the most part, lives a life free from debilitating fear.

Maslow’s needs hierarchy includes five levels: physiological (including fear), safety (including fear), love/belonging (despite fear and dependent on hope), esteem (in the absence of fear), and self-actualization (understanding the role and nature of both destructive and beneficial fear as well as the essential elements of hope in all forms). At the basic level of the hierarchy are the essential survival needs of food, shelter, water, and clothing. Maslow opined that no one can move to the higher levels of self-awareness, perception, and ultimately self-actualization unless or until the basic needs are met.

Hope, however, is also a basic element of man’s needs, because hope is as essential to the quality of thought and life as food, shelter, water, and clothing. Hope is essential to carry people through times when the basic necessities are difficult to find. How can hope be left out when a person is desperately seeking the basic needs? In fact, hope is so vital to the mental and physical health of a person, it should be included in all five levels of Maslow’s hierarchy. What keeps a person looking for food, shelter, water, and clothing when none of those are easy to find and when the struggle and the suffering to meet those needs are a daily, hourly fight? Hope mingles with survival instincts that prevent the person from allowing death to tempt him; that keeps him from giving up. Pearl S. Buck wrote, “We must have hope or starve to death.” We are assured of this and comforted, also, by hymns like God is On The Move.

To dramatically illustrate the importance of hope to survival psychologists devised an experiment. In the psychological experiment in 1957, a lab rat was put into a container of water and the top was sealed, leaving the animal in darkness. The staff measured the time it took for the lab rat to give up its fight and willingly sink to the bottom. The researchers created the same scenario but created a small hole in the lid of the container top so that a sliver of light shone through. The lab rat fought longer and stronger in the container with the light shining through the lid. When the water-filled container had no lid and light filled the container the lab rat struggled even longer. With light in the darkness, even at the basic levels of despair, life will fight on. We sing about this frequently in church with hymns like Song of Hope and My Hope is in You.

There is no clear measure of hope, or what it looks like, or how it moves and motivates, but there are many examples and illustrations that hope exists and is a basic and essential human need, and there is ample evidence that hope can master fear. Robert Fulghum, the author of the popular book All I Ever Really Needed to Know I Learned in Kindergarten, wrote, “Hope always triumphs over experience and fears.” Hymnists agree and put words in hymns to show how hope can conquer fear: My Hope is You; God Will Take Care of You; Hope Will Rise and others.

There is an undeniable relationship between fear and hope. Fear can conquer individuals and nations. Fear can undermine ambition and self-value. But not so easily when hope abounds. The presence of hope does not mean the absence of fear; just like the presence of courage does not mean the absence of fear, for what is courage if one is not fearful. Hope is the mother of inspiration and the enemy of fear. The fight against fear begins with hope and hope is the genesis of inspiration. Ultimately, it is the presence of inspiration that fuels the hope that combats the fear. It is the heart of inspiration that provides the tools of war against fear. If there are moments completely absent of fear, it is during moments of inspiration. Samuel Johnson wrote, “The natural flights of the human mind are not from pleasure to pleasure, but from hope to hope.” The road from fear to hope is called inspiration.

Words can inspire hope, such as from motivational speeches, poems, and hymns, but words are not enough. The words must come alive in the heart and soul. The 17th-century English writer, John Bunyan, wrote, “Let your heart be without words then your words without heart.” Words without heart are no match for fear.

The wonderful news is that the gift of hope can be found in words that are crafted and nurtured by the soul with a touch of divine inspiration.

 


Chapter Three
Inspiration

Try to be a rainbow in someone's cloud.

–Maya Angelou

Inspiration is as essential for life as food, water, and air because inspiration is hope’s nutrition. Inspiration is around us every day, but we often don’t recognize it. We miss many moments of inspiration. The most obvious example is inspiration in God-given moments—the sunrise with streaks of orange and soft reflections off of billowy clouds; a star-filled and cloudless warm summer night; the perfect and delicate design of a full bloom rose; the perfection of a nautilus seashell; a child’s smile, and so many other miracles and minor miracles of inspiration.

Our lives are filled with so many challenges, fears, and distractions that inspiration does not seem so apparent. We become desensitized to inspiration, and we forget the promise of inspiration as the fuel for hope. Jeremiah 29:11 reminds us that we should continue to look for inspiration: “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.” Hymns such as All Things Bright and Beautiful remind of this.

The Bible and numerous hymns are filled with verses of inspiration and the link to hope and reassurance; so is literature. The poet Langston Hughes wrote, “Hold fast to dreams for if dreams die life is a broken-winged bird that cannot fly.” Dreams are the seeds of inspiration, and dreams are inspired by hymns such as Be Thou My Vision and All Creatures of Our God and King. These are hymns that encourage us to see and live the dream of hope and faith.

Without inspiration, we drag through life in a stupor and miss so many opportunities, so many beautiful moments, and so many potential moments of hope and strength. Strength to carry on in the face of stormy times comes from inspiration and inspiration comes from the recognition that we sometimes have to walk on hot coals of adversity and strength-sapping challenges, but lest we forget like Maya Angelou wrote, “We delight in the beauty of the butterfly, but rarely admit the changes it has gone through to achieve that beauty.”

In addition to the sources of inspiration all around us in the beauty of nature, the voice of opportunity and blessings, words of inspiration and hope from the Bible, and literary works, there is another source of inspiration that is often overlooked—the inspiration in hymns.

Hymns are a bountiful source of inspiration, but too often during worship services singing hymns becomes a perfunctory duty to many parishioners. That is regrettable because the words are powerful, poetic, and are waiting to wash over our spirits as waves of inspiration. The music and the words move through and fill the air waiting to land softly on our hearts and in our souls, but too often we let them drift, with no invitation to nurture our inspiration.

The words of the hymnist sow love, forgiveness, faith, hope, grace, and joy—in other words, inspiration. Without the poems of hymns worshippers around the world would not feel the power to immerse their soul in the inspiration of God’s message of light against darkness. We all need that light of inspiration, especially during difficult times when we go through each day in the dim light of fatigue, depression, and burdens.

Abraham Lincoln often found inspiration in hymns. It is said that Lincoln’s favorite hymn was Isaac Watts’ When I Can Read My Title Clear.

When I can read my title clear to mansions in the skies, I'll bid farewell to every fear and wipe my weeping eyes. Should earth against my soul engage and fiery darts be hurled, then I can smile at Satan's rage and face a frowning world? Let cares, like a wild deluge come, and storms of sorrow fall! May I but safely reach my home, my God, my heaven my all. There shall I bathe my weary soul in seas of heavenly rest and not a wave of trouble roll across my peaceful breast.

Let us each lift the light of hope higher and help darkness find the light. Let us each embrace the inspiration that can touch our lives and souls in profound ways, in everlasting ways, in ways that inspire us to seek and comfort those who have lost touch with hope and inspiration and who live in darkness.

See the beauty of promise in the verses of modern hymns as well as those dating back centuries. Use the verses of inspired hymnists and poets who bear their souls for each of us so that we may shine a light so bright that fear shrinks away and hope lives.

Each day of each month of each year holds promise even during our most difficult times. Sometimes it only takes a moment of inspiration or reassurance to make it through a day or hour that is so painful it almost seems insurmountable and interminable. That small spark of inspiration may come from the beauty and simple words of a hymn, as hymnists lead us from the darkness and help us find the light.


Chapter Four
The Hymnists

Ackley, Alfred Henry

Henry was born in 1887 in Spring Hill, Pennsylvania. As a young boy, Alfred displayed considerable interest in music and began to develop musical skills as he grew older. He attended school locally until the family moved to New York City. Alfred’s father paid close attention to his son’s musical talents, and being a trained musician himself, he provided professional musical training for Alfred. Alfred’s talents expanded and his father determined that Alfred needed more professional training than he could provide, so Alfred was sent to London to attend the Royal Academy of Music.

Entry to the Royal Academy of Music was difficult, but in an audition, it was immediately clear that Alfred was very talented and well-trained. Alfred’s special skill was with the cello, and he quickly became a master cellist. He loved to play a variety of musical scores, including hymns. It was during the time that he began enjoying hymns that he also discovered an interest in theology. After completing his work at the Royal Academy of Music, Alfred enrolled at the Westminster Theological Seminary in Maryland. He combined his musical talents with his study of theology.

After completing his studies at the Westminster Theological Seminary, Alfred was ordained a Presbyterian minister at age twenty-seven. He was a minister first in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, and later at Elmhurst, Pennsylvania, before moving to Escondido, California. In California, Alfred met the famous evangelist, Billy Sunday, and traveled with Billy on the revival circuit. Billy encouraged Alfred to write hymns and he helped him with the themes of a few hymns. Alfred often said that Billy was a role model for him and at times a father-figure.

Beginning when he was a young man, and throughout his career and life, Alfred never stopped writing songs of all types, including hymns. Many of them were published, but after his death, more songs were found unpublished. Altogether it appears that Alfred wrote well over 1,500 songs and hymns. Several of Alfred’s hymns were inspired by events, feelings, or circumstances. Arguably his most famous hymn is He Lives, which remains very popular today around the Christian world. Alfred was inspired to write the hymn on Easter in 1932. In the days leading up to Easter, Alfred enjoyed the emerging signs of spring, with the return of birds, the appearance of jonquils, and the first greening of the trees. These observations combined with a question put to him (actually it was more of a challenge by one of his Jewish friends) that cast doubt on the resurrection of Jesus inspired Alfred to think of the best way to express the certainty and the power of resurrection. Alfred’s response was life itself, how spring each year and every year resurrects from the “death” of winter. His best method of communication and inspiration was through verse; consequently, he began composing a hymn that would answer any doubts about the resurrection in an inspirational manner. The result of Alfred’s efforts was the world-famous hymn, He Lives. The hymn became incredibly popular and within a short period of time, it could be heard in many churches.

Alfred’s reputation grew far beyond his wildest dreams. Even so, he remained humble about his hymns and his talent. Alfred continued to write and worship and was very active until he became seriously ill. After a brief illness, Alfred died in Whittier, California in 1960 at the age of 73.

(References: Alfred Henry Ackley, Hymntime.org. Retrieved 2013; Alfred H. Ackley, Hymnary.org. Retrieved 2013; Alfred Henry Ackley, Ackley Genealogy, Retrieved 2013)

Adams, Sarah Fuller

Sarah was born in 1805 in High Street, Old Harlow, Essex, England. Her father was Benjamin Flower, the founder, editor, and owner of the Cambridge Intelligencer, a popular and respected journal. One of her siblings became well-known, also. Her sister Eliza Flower became a successful composer. Sarah was a precocious child who enjoyed music, poetry, and especially plays. She dreamed of being an actress and later determined that acting was her destiny. However, Sarah had health issues throughout her life that curtailed her activities and particularly circumvented her acting career aspirations. Although she showed promise as an actress, she could not handle or cope with the rigorous practices necessary for stage plays; her physical endurance would not allow it. Sarah did have one glorious moment on the stage; she played Lady Macbeth, and apparently very successfully, for the critics gave positive reviews of her performance. Since Sarah did not have the physical stamina for the actress life she turned full-time to writing. She showed a gift for poetry and she was encouraged by her friends and family to be a poet. Many of her poems were published in several newspapers and magazines. Two of her most famous poems that sealed her reputation as a poet were Viva Perpetua and The Flock at the Fountain. Sarah also wrote several hymns, many of them were included in Reverend William Johnson Fox’s publication Hymns and Anthems. Her hymns were frequently sung at her church, the South Place Unitarian Church in Finsbury, London. Of her many poems and hymns, one became legendary and remains so today. She wrote the hymn Nearer, My God, to Thee. This hymn is considered one of the most famous hymns of all time and remains one of the most frequently sung hymns in worship services.

Sarah traveled frequently with her family and friends. During one of her visits to other cities, Sarah met and soon thereafter married the popular, dashing inventor and engineer William Adams. Her popular poems and hymns and his successful inventions and engineering successes made them a well-known and socially sought-after couple. The world-famous poet Robert Browning was a friend of Sarah. Her portrait was painted by the famous Scottish painter Margaret Gillies, whose reputation had grown throughout Europe and America. She met and corresponded with Charles Dickens, Williams Wordsworth, Leigh Hunt and other famous people. Often times Sarah teamed up with her famous friends on causes that benefitted children and expanded educational opportunities for girls and young women.

Sarah continued to write even when her health became a serious concern to her husband and friends. She never complained but it was obvious from her weight loss and a persistent cough that she was not well and she was growing weaker each week. William sought medical advice from around the world and took Sarah to coastal climates that he thought would give her relief from her difficulty breathing. Despite her courageous battle and William’s efforts, Sarah died from tuberculosis in 1848 in St. Martin-in-the-Fields, Middlesex, England at the age of forty-three.

Her legendary hymn Nearer, My God, to Thee became destined for immortality when the eight musicians aboard the sinking Titanic played the hymn as the last selection before the ship broke up and sank.

(References: Sacred Poets of the 19th Century, 1907, Alfred H. Miles. Retrieved through Bartleby, 2014; Sarah Flower Adams, The Canterbury Dictionary of Hymnology. Retrieved 2014; Sarah Fuller Flower Adams—Beautiful Poetess, 2011, Reflections Issue #504, Al Maxey)

Akers, Doris Mae

Doris was born in 1923 in Brookfield, Missouri. Her family was large; she had nine siblings. When Doris was young her family moved to Kirksville, Missouri.

Doris was a lovely child who was always smiling and singing. She loved music and she loved to perform for her siblings and friends. Doris taught herself how to play the piano and learned to play by ear. But she was more than a child trying to learn a few songs; instead, Doris had a natural talent for music and a gifted ear for songs. At Bethel A.M.E. Church in Kirksville, Doris learned how to sing and play gospel music. By the time she was ten years old she had written her first song, Keep the Fire Burning in Me.

Doris enjoyed performing and decided to make that her career. When she was a teenager, Doris formed a singing group with her siblings called Dot and The Swingsters that included her brothers Edward, Marian, and Donald. They performed a variety of songs and hymns in churches and community centers for a few years before each one decided to pursue other interests.

Against the advice of her mother, Doris moved out of her parent’s house and was on her own at age twenty-two. She had saved money so that she could pursue a music career. Doris moved to Los Angeles where she was spotted singing in a church by a talent agent and was signed to a contract with the Sallie Martin Singers, a group that was at the time famous across the nation.

Doris was more than a musical talent, she was a life-long learner and curious about more than just composing and singing. She wanted to learn about all facets of music, including the business of music. Her interest in business methods evolved after watching Sallie Martin solve complicated business problems.

Two years after joining the Sallie Martin Singers, Doris left the group and started her own group when she was twenty-four years old. She soon published her first hymn, I Want a Double Portion of God’s Love. With the team of Dorothy Simmons and Hattie Hawkins, they had many successful recordings. Doris would later release several of her own recordings to much fame and rewards. She won back-to-back Gospel Composer of the Year Awards. Her most famous hymn was Lord, Don’t Move the Mountain, which sold over one million records. She also became the director of the Sky Pilot Choir which went on to make records and perform on radio and television.

Doris was a prolific writer and performer. She was at one time known as “Miss Gospel Music,” not only for her own success but also because many of her compositions made stars of other performers, often selling millions of records for those recording artists. Doris often credited her faith and God’s grace for her success. She explained one time that her work was inspired by divine intervention. As an example, she said that one of her most popular songs, Sweet, Sweet Spirit, came to her during a prayer session with one of her choirs, just before a church service began.

Growing tired of the growth and congestion in Los Angeles, Doris moved to Columbus, Ohio, after almost forty years in Los Angeles. She lived her final years in Minneapolis, Minnesota, where she died in 1995 at the age of seventy-two. Just prior to her death, Doris was honored by the Smithsonian Institute as “the foremost black gospel songwriter in the United States.” Shortly after her death, Doris was inducted into the Gospel Music Hall of Fame.

(References: Doe and Dove—The Doris Akers Singers Story, 2005, Opal Louis Nations; Doris Mae Akers, Encyclopedia of American Gospel Music, 2013, W.K. McNeil. Retrieved 2015; The Golden Age of Gospel, 1995, Horace Clarence Boyer)

Alexander, Cecil Frances

Cecil was born in Dublin, Ireland in 1823, as the third child and youngest daughter to Major John Humphreys, who held the high position of land agent for the 4th Earl of Wicklow. Cecil was a very active and precocious child. She was very talkative and inquisitive about books, gardens, and many other topics. Her parents often directed her to books to satisfy her energetic curiosity.

From her love of books, she discovered a fascination with poetry. Cecil tried writing poetry and found that she had a talent for writing even at a very young age. With encouragement from her father and training from other poets, Cecil wrote several poems, particularly narrative poems that were widely read and admired. Her poetry became so well known that Lord Alfred Tennyson once said that he would have been proud to have written her poems. He especially admired her poem The Burial of Moses.

Cecil turned to writing hymns when she saw the link between poetry and hymns. By 1840, at age seventeen, she was so gifted that some of her hymns were included in the Church of Ireland hymn books. During her lifetime, she composed over 400 hymns. Her book Hymns for Little Children had an incredible sixty-nine editions. Some of her hymns like All Things Bright and Beautiful; There is a Green Hill Far Away, and the Christmas carol Once in Royal David's City are still known around the world. Her hymn There is a Green Hill Far Away became a very popular hymn during World War I, because of the hope it conveyed.

Cecil married Reverend William Alexander who later became the Archbishop of Armagh, Ireland, and Primate of Ireland. They were married for forty-five years.

In addition to her devotion to hymns and poetry, Cecil had a kind heart for families living in poverty. She often ministered to the poor. She was widely admired for her work with the families, as well as her advocacy for them. Cecil saved much of the money she made from poems and hymns so that she and her sister could establish a school for the deaf, the Derry and Raphoe Diocesan Institution, which was the first school for the deaf in that area of the country. The school provided education, health care, and inspiration for the deaf.

When Cecil died in 1895 at the age of seventy-two, she was mourned by a world of grateful Christians and numerous people who benefitted from her kind and generous heart. Her funeral was attended by hundreds of admirers.

(References: Voices in Ireland, 1994, P.J. Kavanagh; Poems of Cecil Frances Alexander, Poemhunter.org. Retrieved 2014; A Life of the Hymnwriter Cecil Frances Alexander, 1995, Valerie Wallace)

Alford, Henry

Henry was born in 1810 in London, England. Henry was destined to be a clergyman because he was born into a family of clergymen—going back five generations. Each generation produced an Anglican minister. Henry’s father was the Curate of Steeple Ashton in Wiltshire, England. Henry was proud of his father but he was very close to his mother. His world was crushed after his beloved mother died at a young age. For several years, Henry’s grief deepened over the loss of his mother; at times he was inconsolable. His recovery was slow and painful, as he took the long, lonely journey from grief and depression. Henry later attributed the genesis of his healing to his retreat into reading; it was the only relief he felt from grief.

Henry was a gifted child whose intellectual talents were recognized and encouraged by his father. Henry read every book in the house and spent considerable time in the local church’s library. He was an extraordinary student at the school. His teachers found it difficult to challenge him intellectually. Also, Henry learned to write at an early age and showed remarkable literary skills. He wrote several Latin poems (odes) before he was ten years old. Henry became fascinated by the stories of the ancient Jews. Consequently, before he entered secondary school he had written a long history of the Jewish heritage.

Henry’s intellectual prowess led to his early admission at Trinity College at Cambridge. Both his intellect and insight were remarkable. Henry became the top student at the college. Due to his growing reputation at Trinity, based on the unusually high quality of his work, he was named a theological scholar at age seventeen and was named a Fellow of Cambridge at age twenty-four.

Henry was ordained into the Anglican Church at age twenty-five and immediately became the Vicar of Wymeswold in Leicestershire, England. He remained there for eighteen years. During that time, he was also a lecturer at Cambridge University. His reputation as a scholar and minister spread across England and Europe. Henry’s interests included poetry and metaphysics which led to his membership by invitation in the Cambridge Camden Society and the Metaphysical Society.

After a few years at Wymeswold, he accepted the position of Vicar at Quebec Street Chapel in Marylebone, England, which was part of greater London. Quebec Street Chapel had a large congregation, but when word got out that the famous Henry Alford was coming to the church the membership increased rapidly. Four years later Henry was named Deanery of Canterbury, a high office in the Anglican Church.

Henry continued to write poetry, hymns, scholarly papers, and he edited publications for the Anglican Church. He also edited the works of the famous writer and poet John Donne.

Henry’s many talents included illustrations in books such as The Riviera. His other publications were also popular, such as The School of the Heart; The Abbot of Muchelnaye; The Greek Testament and many others. Henry’s book The Four Gospels pleased both the public and scholars, which was very rare during that era. Of his many hymns, perhaps the most popular then and in modern times are Come, Ye Thankful People Come and Ten Thousand Times Ten Thousand.

Despite his hectic and demanding schedule, he found time to translate the Odyssey and became the first editor of the Contemporary Review, which became a popular periodical. With publications too numerous to list and accomplishments that are remarkable, Henry’s legendary reputation rests largely on his eight-volume edition of the New Testament in Greek which contained the readings of the main manuscripts and research of the finest scholarship of the time, including his own research. In some theological studies even today, over 150 years later, scholars cull through the eight volumes to glean information for research. The eight volumes took him twenty years to complete.

Henry remained active with his remarkably diverse interests until his death in Canterbury, Kent, England in 1871 at the age of sixty-one. He wrote his own epitaph for his cemetery marker: “The inn of a pilgrim traveling to Jerusalem.” Henry was buried at St. Martin’s in Canterbury. He is considered one of England’s greatest intellectual and creative giants.

(References: Henry Alford, Cambridge Alumni Database, University of Cambridge. Retrieved 2015; The Gospels in Hymns, 1950, Albert Edward Bailey)

Ambrose of Milan

Ambrose was born in 340 in Augusta Treverorum, Belgica, Gaul as the second son of a Prefect, Aurelius Ambrosius the Praetorian Prefect of Gaul (a magistrate or imperial viceroy). When Ambrose’s father died the family relocated to Rome. There Ambrose lived with his mother and sister, who was a nun. The older siblings had already moved to Rome prior to their father’s death.

In Rome, Ambrose was raised in privilege and wealth, because his mother’s family was wealthy and because his father made numerous friends in powerful positions before his death the family still carried much political influence. Because of his family’s political power and wealth, the palace that he lived in was frequented by politicians, scholars, and clergymen. Most of them were seeking power and/or influence since Ambrose’s widowed mother was a woman of great influence through her wealth, intellect, political acumen and integrity. A word of support from her could expedite a suitor’s career. Ambrose’s older siblings were as righteous as their mother and both received sainthood, as would Ambrose later in his life.

Ambrose benefited from the finest education a student could receive in Rome. He had a parade of Rome’s best and finest tutors and teachers. Ambrose was intelligently gifted, being blessed with a photographic memory. His intelligence, his good looks, and his charming personality were considered by many to be the gifts of the gods. A myth arose about him that would become legend. The legend claims that a swarm of bees came through an open window and descended upon Ambrose’s face when he was just a few days old. But instead of attacking the defenseless baby, they flew away and left droplets of honey on his face. Ambrose thereafter was considered a gift to Rome and that is why Saint Ambrose’s symbol includes bees and beehives.

Ambrose’s education was geared to allow him to follow his father as a Prefect. At a young age, the Prefect Probus insured that Ambrose was appointed to the Rome Council and a few years later sponsored him as Consular Prefect (similar to a regional Governor) of Liguria (northwestern Italy, bordering France and Emilia. Emilia-Romagna was one of the wealthiest and most developed regions in Italy). He governed the region from Milan which was second only to Rome as a seat of power and wealth. Ambrose was a beloved leader. He developed an interest in the church and theology and tried to rule based on the principles of benevolence. Ambrose became so popular with the citizens of the region that it led to an awkward situation for him.

In an unusual set of circumstances, he became the Bishop of Milan. A furor erupted between the Catholics and the Arians when the Bishop of Milan died. The conflict threatened the stability of the entire region. When the Bishop of Milan died, who was an Arian, the conflict between the two groups over the selection of the next Bishop evolved into a crisis. Ambrose stepped into the fracas to resolve the issue. He went to the podium to offer mediation but his speech was repeatedly interrupted with the growing chant, “Ambrose—Bishop of Milan”. He refused the offer because he had no theological training or experience. He was, in fact, a Catholic, but the Arians trusted him explicitly. Therefore, much to his dismay, he was selected Bishop of Milan by a united proclamation of the Catholics and Arians. Despite the confidence showed in him from both sides, Ambrose went into hiding to avoid the appointment. He thought his selection would be forgotten and someone else would be appointed. Instead, the Catholic and Arian leaders petitioned the assistance of the Roman Emperor Gratian who sent an edit to Ambrose appointing him Bishop of Milan after he received training. The Emperor made it clear that the training would begin immediately and would be intense and brief. Accordingly, Ambrose was baptized, ordained and consecrated Bishop of Milan. All of this happened in only one week.

As soon as he became Bishop, Ambrose adopted an ascetic lifestyle, arranged for his wealth to be distributed to the poor, except for a portion for his sister Marcellina, and he donated the land he owned for sale to raise money to care for the poor. He called upon his brother to handle the financial care of their family. Ambrose’s sacrifice raised his popularity to unbelievable heights. Many people began calling him a saint for his noble gestures and his kind and giving heart. In addition to being a leader, he was also a teacher.

Ambrose became the teacher of several young prodigies during his time as Bishop. One of his students was Augustine, who Ambrose converted and baptized. Augustine would later become St. Augustine of Hippo and the legendary author of The City of God. Ambrose developed an interest in the music of worship. He encouraged and helped develop the style of chanting in which one side of the choir responds alternately to the other side of the choir. This was called the antiphonal chant. He also composed hymns, including Christmas hymns. Ambrose became a theology scholar as well. His literary writings are considered even today as masterpieces of Latin prose.

As a devoted Bishop, Ambrose’s popularity gave him enormous political influence. Even the Emperor of Rome respected Ambrose’s power of popularity and called on him often for advice. Ambrose established the medieval concept of a Christian emperor as a dutiful son of the church “serving under orders from Christ,” and therefore subject to the advice and strictures of the Bishop.

Ambrose remained in Milan for several years and only retired to Bologna, Italy after Emperor Theodosius took power. Theodosius did not hold Ambrose in high regard; in fact, he considered Ambrose a threat to his power. Ambrose also spent time in Florence before returning to Milan after Theodosius left Rome. Ambrose lived the remainder of his life in his beloved Milan where he was revered and honored in many ways.

He continued to speak out for the poor and offered them aid until his death in 397 at the age of fifty-seven. The Catholic Church later named Ambrose a Saint. Ambrose’s body can be viewed in the Church of St. Ambrogio in Milan.

(References: Lives of Saints, 1991, Michael Butler Walsh; The Life and Times of St. Ambrose, 1935 F. Homes Defarrari; The Penguin Dictionary of Saints, 1993, Catherine Rachael John and Donald Attwater)

Augustine of Hippo

Augustine was born in 354 in Algeria, Africa, which was at the time part of the Roman Empire. His family was divided in their religious beliefs, with his mother being a devout Christian while his father was a Pagan. Although his father converted to Christianity as he was dying, in Augustine’s early years he was a witness to outrageous verbal fights between his parents over their religious differences. Despite their well-known verbal fights, his family was close and very supportive of each other.

Augustine’s family was high in the social order and seemed wealthy and popular in the community. Because of the family’s social standing, Augustine’s first language was Latin. He was taught at home until the age of eleven, when he was sent to a bordering school in M’Daourouch (then called Madaurus), a small city near Thagaste, Algeria (a Roman colony). He received an education rich in thought, religious survey (including Paganism and Christianity), and languages.

Although Augustine was raised in a religiously conscious family, he followed a hedonistic lifestyle with other youth who recognized no religion and very few morals. Augustine was influenced by his classmates in a negative way and was a follower until he and his friends stole fruit from a vendor for no particular reason one day. Augustine immediately regretted this transgression; consequently, he took more control of his own life and decisions and was less prone to follow the crowd.

Always a prodigious reader, his maturing intellect was influenced by the writings of Cicero, a Roman politician and philosopher, and Plotinus, a neo-Platonist. At the age of seventeen, Augustine moved to Carthage to study rhetoric, in the tradition of Cicero. He adopted the Manichaean religion, which he knew ran contrary to Christianity and would trouble his mother. Augustine faithfully practiced his faith, but he read extensively about other cultures and religions.

Augustine took a teaching position and taught grammar at Thagaste in 373. Two years later he moved to Carthage to teach rhetoric, but that did not last long because the students were unruly and disrespectful of him and showed no interest in his teaching. Augustine sought the advice and guidance of more experienced teachers, but they offered him no assistance. Consequently, he moved to establish his own rhetoric school in Rome in 383, which was successful and influential.

Throughout his life, Augustine’s mother continued to urge him to embrace Christianity. He rejected her efforts until a turning point in his life led to his conversion to Christianity—he met Ambrose, Bishop of Milan. Ambrose greatly influenced Augustine both in spirit and intellectually. Ambrose’s compelling personality, searing intellect, saintly presence and demeanor provided Augustine with a model to follow that would lead to his conversion to Christianity. In 387, Augustine accepted Christ and was immediately baptized. Once he became a Christian, he delved deep into reading what was available about Christianity. Through his studies and prayer, he developed his own beliefs about philosophy and theology. Augustine determined that religion was essential for civilization, and it was the element that held civilization together. He believed that without religion and faith, beliefs, guidance, and structure provided through it, civilization would break down. That is primarily why he became gravely concerned about the decline of the Roman Empire. He worried that civil disorder would prevail and Paganism or some other belief would destroy Christianity.

In response to his fears he conceptualized and wrote the legendary and almost mythical book the City of God, which later would become the genesis of the Catholic Church. Augustine’s City of God is a masterwork of philosophy, spirituality, religion, social order, intellectual structure, and social insight.

Due in large part to his publications, teaching ability, and leadership, he became the Coadjutor of Hippo and later full Bishop, which is how he became known as Augustine of Hippo.

Augustine lived a long and productive life. His influence was felt throughout the Christian world, and his writings, hymns, and treatises are still popular today. His book the City of God has remained in print for over 1,500 years.

Augustine died in 430 at the age of seventy-six. Augustine was declared a saint in the Catholic Church and in the Anglican Communion. He is credited with the original teachings on salvation and divine grace. More than 350 of his sermons have survived, and many of them have been the inspiration for hymns. He wrote poetic hymns, and he sometimes used the themes of the hymns in his sermons.

References: Augustine of Hippo, 2000, Peter Brown; The Anti-Pelagian Christology of Augustine of Hippo, 2012, Dominic Keech; Works of St. Augustine of Hippo, Catholic Encyclopedia. Retrieved 2013; Augustine for the Philosophers, 2014, Calvin Troup)

Babcock, Maltbie Davenport

Maltbie was born in 1858 in Syracuse, New York, into a wealthy family. Maltbie came from a long line of descendants prominent in the settlement of Portsmouth, Rhode Island. Also, his relatives were prominent in college education and religion, with several leaders in each field.

Maltbie was a strong, smart, active and gregarious boy who was involved in activities of some type each day. He was easily bored, so he was always looking for something to do. He was very athletic and loved the competition of baseball and swimming, and he enjoyed hiking and climbing mountains and trees. Also, he was an excellent student in public school and very popular with other students and the teaching staff. Maltbie was expected to attend college and he was eager for the college experience.

He enrolled at Syracuse University where he was very successful. Maltbie’s brilliance, gregarious nature, and creative genius truly blossomed at the university. He played on the baseball team, won awards for public speaking, and participated in musical productions and plays. He was also a member of the prestigious Psi Upsilon Fraternity. Maltbie developed an interest in religion and began a lifetime of reading and studying all things related to religion, theology, and the Bible. Maltbie graduated with highest honors in 1879 at the age of twenty-one.

After graduating from Syracuse University he attended Auburn Theological Seminary in New York where he completed his theology degree in less than three years. After graduation, Maltbie was invited to become the pastor of Lockport Presbyterian Church in Lockport, New York. The congregation had never heard anyone like him before. The power, intellect, and spirituality of his sermons became legendary. Word of his abilities spread rapidly across the state and eventually into other parts of the country.

Due to his growing reputation, Maltbie became the minister of the prestigious and world-known Brown Memorial Presbyterian Church in Baltimore, Maryland. He wrote remarkable sermons, but he also wrote hymns and poems. Maltbie’s restlessness included an intellectual curiosity about many things and from that he brought new ideas into his sermons, hymns and poems. Within just a few years at Brown Memorial, Maltbie had become famous worldwide for his brilliant sermons and oratorical magic. He also worked tirelessly to provide support to poverty-stricken families and supported fundraising events to meet the needs of local families as well as missionary needs abroad.

After three years at Brown Memorial, he was offered the senior minister position at the prestigious Brick Church of New York City, where they offered him a $30,000 annual salary—a very high income in that era. Members of Brown Memorial as well as the Baltimore City community pleaded with Maltbie to stay. John Hopkins University in Baltimore offered him an endowed professorship if he remained at Brown Memorial. Despite the outpouring that touched his heart and soul, Maltbie was thrilled by the new challenge so he accepted the position in New York City.

Known to only a few people, Maltbie struggled through much of his life with bouts of severe depression, some of which were almost debilitating. In fact, at age thirty-two he sunk into a serious depression that threatened his career if not his life. Somehow he was able to keep it a secret and his productivity and sermons showed no signs of his internal turmoil.

Maltbie’s career took an unexpected and tragic turn in 1901 when he was forty-two years old. That year he went on a trip to the Holy Land with several lay persons and other theologians. While in Jerusalem he contracted a bacterial infection that was dreadful to endure. He fought pain, fever, nausea, and depression. At times, Maltbie was delirious with pain and suffering. Having battled depression much of his life, the depression coupled with almost unbearable physical pain was more than he could endure. Maltbie took his own life while he was being treated at the International Hospital in Naples, Italy. It was later determined that he had brucellosis, a bacterial infection that is spread from unpasteurized dairy products.

Maltbie was buried at Oakwood Cemetery in Syracuse, New York after a memorial that included some of the most prominent people
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