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    With sincere love and empathy, I dedicate this collection of poems to all young men and women taking a stand for their identity in the Messiah. May you be blessed, protected, and provided for throughout this holy journey.
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Growing up as a naive girl in a Christian home, then later living as a young lady attempting to be a good Christian; one of the most consistent issues in my life related to my focus on romance and love. Like many women who grew up in the church, chastity was held up as the banner I should follow. So, I was always taught to avoid sexual activity of any kind until I was married. 

By the time I had begun my freshmen year of college, I was no longer living as a reluctant church attendee feeling pressured to meet impossible standards. Instead, I was trying my best to live purposefully and righteously. In contrast to the experiences I heard or read about from other women, my parents never asked me to make any vows of purity, wear a chastity ring, or proclaim public declarations. They pretty much assumed that I had fully absorbed the lessons they had taught me about this issue. 

In a sense, they were right: by the time I was eighteen years old, I had in fact discussed the issue of purity with some of my closest friends and we had decided that we would “wait until marriage.” 

This decision created different consequences in my young adult life. For one, it made it dating hard because most guys my age were not trying to hold off on sex until marriage. Secondly, I was one of many young ladies in church who were very eager to get married. My personal vow of chastity had not miraculously made me a perfect person who did not desire physical intimacy. So, I assumed that the best way to handle this desire was to get married as soon as possible. I also assumed this eagerness was tantamount to readiness. 

I was wrong. 

Though I later came to realize that carnal desire was no reason to rush marriage, it didn’t lessen my quest for a romantic relationship. I was a young woman looking for love while trying to avoid lustful thoughts and behavior – and I wasn’t always successful. I was also attempting to encourage other Christian sisters who were trying to do the same. Sometimes, I would get frustrated for all of us, because of the missteps caused by our failures along the way.

This was a period in my life when I was often earnest, frequently irritated, and sometimes confused. As someone who had always used writing as an outlet, this was also a period in which I wrote poems on courtship and dating, purity and abstinence, and the desire to be valued as a young lady. 

Even though I was a young woman experiencing these issues and thoughts, I didn’t limit myself to only writing for women. I also wrote a few poems directed at men or created for men. As I said, I experienced a lot of frustrations and part of those were the result of feeling as if men had issues as well. I noticed a lot of young men in church having that same rushed attitude towards marriage I had because of lustful influence. I also noticed their tendency to treat women as objects – things that could be used and disposed, even in the context of marriage. 

For a long time, I ignored these poems soon after I wrote them, having released the frustration and moved on to something else. But several years later, I happened to find a jump drive which contained the bulk of them. As I read through them, I experienced feelings of nostalgia for the person I used to be (the one who wrote those poems). Then I experienced a bit of shock, because frankly, several of them were abrupt and intense. 

I’ve lightened up since then in the way I talk to and about myself and others. To put it bluntly, I was often a zealot back then, and now I’m not. But the message I was trying to get across (the one underneath all that abrasive zeal) is still relevant to me and, perhaps, to others. So, some of these poems have been updated, to remove the aggressiveness in which they were originally contained. 

That doesn’t mean that the intensity is gone. A good portion of it is still there and reading the poems has given me the same feeling I’ve often gotten in church, when the pastor is preaching, but hitting too close to home for comfort. 

It’s kind of an odd feeling, to be rebuked by your former self. 

The following is a collection of poems on love, readiness, and Godly desire. May Yahuah be praised and your soul be enriched, in the name of Yahshua the Messiah. Hallelujah.
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