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The Rise of an Enterprising Artist

“Music is a powerful tool in galvanizing people around an issue. There's no better way to get your point across than to put it in a beautiful song.”—Ed Sheeran

December 2011, a ginger-haired performer hit rock bottom.  Distanced from his family at a young age in an effort to make it in the music industry, this ambitious young musician put it all on the line.  He used his God-given talent for small wages and beer and thankfully so with a lack of alternative income and ability to put food in his belly. Then on a night of celebration, with all earnings gone on beers and buddies, in what he thought would be the end, was only the beginning.  Known as no other than Ed Sheeran, he worked hard for his privileged position, kept in mind where he came from, and clearly knows where he is going—to the top of the music industry.  ​[i]

Born to John Sheeran and Imogen Lock February 17th, 1991 in Halifax, England was Edward Christopher Sheeran.  Sheeran’s father, an art curator, and mother, a jewelry designer, ran a tight ship.  They raised their boy in a home that fostered creativity with a lack of TV or similar devices; only books, his parent’s attention, siblings, friends, and a guitar were there for entertainment.  1

Ed expressed an interest in music at a very young age.  Growing up in Framlingham, Suffolk, Ed was from a Roman Catholic background.  At four years of age, he joined a church choir.  Then later on, he became a member of the National Youth Theatre.  ​[ii]

His father was highly supportive of Ed’s love for music.  At the age of 9, his father bought him, “The Mathers LP,” by Eminem on the claim that his dad believed the artist’s CD had great lyrics.  The same artist became a source of inspiration for young Ed Sheeran.1  

In 2002, 11 year old Sheeran performed in public for the first time.  At school with a buddy who played piano, Ed played, “Layla,” by Eric Clapton.   The irony was that the seemingly “cool-as-a-cucumber” artist had terrible pre-performance jitters.  But he overcame them and it was a performance that made him hungrier to work in the music industry.  The same year, Ed’s father took him to see a Damien Rice concert.

Damien Rice is a singer/songwriter who Sheeran’s current music style is quite similar to. Seeing this artist perform and receiving the opportunity to talk to Rice backstage really sent him on the way.  “Write your own music,” Rice told him.

Ed took what his mentor said to hear.  

Furthering the support of his son's growing musical talents, John Sheeran permitted Ed to skip class. At Thomas Mills High School, Ed Sheeran found his classes useless because he knew that he wanted to make music as a career and he was dead set on that. He spent all of his spare time with his guitar, a pen, and a notepad.1 
2004 marked the year of Ed’s creation of his first album, “Spinning Man.”  Most of the songs were about his first love, Claire.  Every track rhymed.  He wrote the songs, burned the CDs, made covers, and packaged them all.  The name, “Spinning Man,” was said to have been based off of one of his father’s pieces of art.1 

In 2005, Sheeran released his first Extended Play, “The Orange Room.”  He was 13 years old at the time.​[iii]  

In 2006, he released a self-titled album.3

In 2007, he released, “Want some?”3 

From there, Ed decided it was time to go for the gold when he left his house and made the trek to London with just his guitar and bag of clothes in 2008.2  

2008 was a busy year for Ed Sheeran.  He spent his nights sleeping anywhere he could;  the streets, in buses, and on friend’s couches.  His evenings were all about performing.  That year, Sheeran appeared as the headliner for several musicians such as Nizlopi and Jay Sean.  Sometimes, he would complete three gigs in one afternoon.  Most of the places paid in alcohol and food. That is how Sheeran made his way back then,  if he did not perform, he did not eat.  However, the form of payment adversely led the musician to become a drunk. On one occasion, Ed sang while drunk. Someone came up to him and told him how awful his performance was which ended his habit of drinking before a show.2 

By 2009, Sheeran broke James Morrison’s record by completing over 300 gigs in a year!  He also released another EP this year titled, “You Need Me.”  Along with all of that, Sheeran gained more publicity through his touring with Just Jack.2 

In 2010, the singer/songwriter gained the attention of an established European rapper.  Elliot John “Example” Gleave saw Ed’s video of his performance of “You Need Me, I Don’t Need You,” via social media which gained Sheeran the opportunity to tour with the artist as his headliner.  The same year, he released three new Extended Plays, “Loose Change,” “Songs I Wrote with Amy”, and “Live at the Bedford.”  Through one of his gigs, Ed Sheeran ran into Jamie Foxx, a musician equally as amazed by Ed’s talent as many other artists were.  Taking advantage of his new contact, Foxx allowed Sheeran to record in his studio and extended his hospitality by allowing him to stay in his house.2 ​[iv]

2011 was jam packed for Ed Sheeran as he really began seeing his work pay off.  He released his, “Number 5 Collaborations Project,” featuring several artists such as Wiley, Devlin, and Ghetts.  Many producers actually told him that his album would not get him anywhere, which sparked his making of the song, “You Need Me, I Don’t Need You.”  The album reached number two on the iTunes chart and in the same month that that album was released, Sheeran signed with Asylum/Atlantic Records.  With this album, he also picked up the interest of Elton John who became a great mentor to the young artist.1 2 

“When I signed with Atlantic records,” Sheeran said. “I saw that James Blunt had sold ten million records of Back to Bedlam. And so I said to Atlantic Records, 'I want his diary of hat year.'  And so so I took the diary of everything he had done that year and doubled it. So we did everything he did plus twice as much.”

“+” was released the same year by Ed.  It was the 9th best-selling album of the year.2 “The A Team,” one of the songs on the album, took the Number 3 spot on the UK singles chart selling more than 58,000 in one week. 3

All was not rosy, for Sheeran, however. He began drinking heavily and finances were becoming tight. Drunk and broke, Sheeran really questioned what he was doing all of this for.1 

“Other people have different ways of letting of steam,” Sheeran said. “Alcohol is a big way to let off steam. It's Friday night, you've finished work, you go to the pub, you have a pint and you go home. Or some people go to the gym, some people do Tae Kwon Do, some people go skydiving. My thing is writing songs. That's my way of getting out anger, aggression, happiness love.”

“When you're angry with someone you write an e-mail or a letter to that person. And you write everything down and then don't give it to them. It's just about getting it out. And it makes you feel better. You have it. You read it. You rip it up. You're done.”

His creative process, however, comes out in spurts. 

“I could go three months without writing a song,” Sheeran said. “And then one week, I'll write twenty. It's a tap that continues to get turned on and off. It's about finding the time. I've got a producer to bring a mobile studio into every dressing room, every hotel room and on the tour bus. So in between doing meet and greets, you'll try and write a song. Then after the gig, you'll try and write a song. Then when you journey to the next place you'll try and write a song so its about finding the time to make it happen.”

Sheeran received several award nominations and wins in 2011.  He was nominated for two awards.  The first was the Q Award for the best video for “You Need Me, I Don’t Need You,” shared with Sia Furler; Grouplove.  The second was the Q Award for Q Best Male Artist for “You Need Me, I Don’t Need You,” shared with Sia Furler; Grouplove.  

He won two awards.  The first was the BT Digital Music Award for Breakthrough Artist of the year for “The A Team.”  The second was the Q Award for Breakthrough Artist for “Thinking Out Loud,” shared with Sia Furler; Grouplove.​[v]

Sheeran played at many of festivals prior to and during 2012.  In 2012, he performed at his largest one thus far, V Fest.  Normally, he would open for other artists during these festivals.  His nominations in yet another monumental year were as follows:  

Nominations in 2012 included multiple awards from ARIA, the Billboard, and others.5 1 


ARIA Music Award Best International Artist for “X”

Billboard Music Award Top Male Artist for “Bloodstream”

Billboard Music Award Top Digital Songs Artist for "Bloodstream"

Billboard Music Award Top Billboard 200 Artist for "Bloodstream"

Billboard Music Award Top Billboard 200 Album for “x”

Billboard Music Award Top Radio Songs Artist for “x”

MOBO Award Best Song for "Sing" shared with Pharrell Williams

Brit Award for British Breakthrough

Brit Award for British Solo Male Artist


“The A-Team” singer spent 2013 taking in the culture of the United States while working hard on his music.  He wrote many songs for other established artists such as One Direction with songs like “Little Things.”  A bulk of his time was occupied by touring with country-turned-pop artist Taylor Swift on her “Red” tour. 

“She's (Taylor Swift) is Miss America,” Sheeran said. “She owns pop music in America. She's a very, very powerful figurehead in music. I was touring Australia and had quite a big hit there. Then while she was touring Australia she heard my song on the radio and invited me to meet with her in the States. I'd already toured the States about five times and I just played Radio City. So we were at that kind of level where I'm getting 5,000-6,000 tickets to come and she's like 'do you want to come to my stadium where we're getting like 100,000 people per night.”

“So she basically gave me, I want to say the 'Taylor Swift' stamp of approval but more the American stamp of approval because she is Miss America. She was like 'I think this is good' and it kinda opened the doors for America. Which is nice.”  

His award nominations included the following.5

	ARIA Award Best International Artist for "X"

	Grammy Award Song of the Year for "The A Team" shared with Amy Wadge

	HFCS Award Best Original Song for "I See Fire" from The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug shared with Amy Wadge

	MTV Video Music Award Best Male Video for "Lego House" shared with Pharrell Williams

	MuchMusic Video Award International Video of the Year – Artist for "Give Me Love" shared with Sia Furler; Grouplove

	NME Award Worst Band for "Give Me Love" shared with Sia Furler; Grouplove

	NRJ Music Award International Male Artist of the Year for "Give Me Love" shared with Sia Furler; Grouplove



His award wins included the following.5


	Won Teen Choice Award Choice Music Breakout Artist for "Sing" shared with Taylor Swift 2012

	BRIT Award British Breakthrough Act for "X"

	BRIT Award British Male Solo Artist for "X"

	Ivor Novello Awards Best Song Musically & Lyrically for "The a Team" shared with Amy Wadge


With the release of his “X” album in 2014, Ed Sheeran’s reign of success seemed unstoppable.  He sold more than 3 million copies in the UK alone!1

His award nominations include the following.5

	Grammy Award  Best New Artist for "I See Fire" shared with Amy Wadge

	MOBO Award Best Song for "Sing" shared with Pharrell Williams

	MTV Europe Music Award Best Male for "Plus" shared with Pharrell Williams



His award wins include the following.5


	BBC Music Award British Artist of the Year "Bloodstream"

	MTV Video Music Award Best Male Video for "Sing" shared with Pharrell Williams

	mtvU Woodie Award Performing Woodie (Reimagined Live Performance) for "Drunk in Love" shared with Sia Furler; Grouplove

	Radio Disney Music Award Musical Mashup - Best Musical Collaborationfor "Everything Has Changed “shared with Taylor Swift

	Teen Choice Award Choice Male Artist for "Thinking Out Loud" shared with Taylor Swift

	Teen Choice Award Choice Single Male Artist for "Sing “shared with Taylor Swift

	Young Hollywood Award Hottest Music Artist for "Sing" shared with Taylor Swift


2015 has been a busy year for Ed Sheeran.  On his website, under the “News” section, you can keep up to date with all this upcoming events and news.  For example, let’s go back to October.  

Notified Wednesday, October 21st, Ed performed at the Leicester Square on the Green Carpet on the 22nd of October.​[vi]  

Notified Monday, October 26th, Ed Sheeran planned on releasing his Wembley Edition of “X” on November 13th and it is said to include 4 new songs plus “Lay It All on Me,” which he did with Rudimental. 7

Notified Friday, November the 6th, Sheeran and Rudimental released their video for, “Lay It All on Me.”  Also in the notification, is where you can download or stream the song or where to pre-order it. 7 

Friday, November 13th, a reminder was posted letting all of his fans know that the Wembley




	American Music Award Favorite Artist - Adult Contemporary

	American Music Award Song of the Year for "Thinking Out Loud"

	American Music Award Favorite Album - Pop/Rock for "x"

	American Music Award Artist of the Year for "x"

	ARIA Award Best International Artist for "X"

	BBC Music Award British Artist of the Year for "X"

	BBC Music Award Song of the Year for "Bloodstream" 

	Billboard Music Award Top Male Artist for "Bloodstream"

	Billboard Music Award Top Digital Songs Artist for "Bloodstream"

	Billboard Music Award Top Billboard 200 Artist for "Bloodstream"

	Billboard Music Award Top Billboard 200 Album for “x”

	Billboard Music Award Top Radio Songs Artist for “x”

	BRIT Award British Single for “Thinking Out Loud”

	BRIT Award British Video for “Thinking Out Loud”

	BRIT Award British Album of the Year  for “X”

	Grammy Award Best Pop Vocal Album for "X" shared with Amy Wadge

	Grammy Award Best Song Written for Visual Media for "I See Fire" shared with Amy Wadge 

	HFCS Award Best Original Song for "I See Fire" from The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug shared with Amy Wadge

	MTV Europe Music Award Best Male for "Plus" shared with Pharrell Williams

	MTV Video Music Award Video of the Year for "Thinking Out Loud" shared with Pharrell Williams

	MTV Video Music Award Best Cinematography for "Thinking Out Loud" shared with Pharrell Williams

	MTV Video Music Award Best Editing for "Don't" shared with Pharrell Williams 

	MTV Video Music Award Best Choreography for "Don't" shared with Pharrell Williams

	MTV Video Music Award Best Pop Video for "Thinking Out Loud" shared with Pharrell Williams

	MTV Video Music Award Best Male Video for "Thinking Out Loud" shared with Pharrell Williams

	mtvU Woodie Award Cover Woodie (Best Cover Song) for "Drunk in Love" shared with Sia Furler; Grouplove

	NRJ Music Award International Male Artist of the Year for "Give Me Love" shared with Sia Furler; Grouplove

	Premio Juventud Favorite Hit for "Thinking Out Loud" shared with Sia Furler; Grouplove

	Teen Choice Award Choice Summer Tour for "X World Tour" shared with Taylor Swift

	Teen Choice Award Choice Break-Up Song for "Don't" shared with Taylor Swift 

	Teen Choice Award Choice Love Song for "Thinking Out Loud" shared with Taylor Swift





	American Music Award Favorite Male Artist - Pop/Rock

	Diamond Award Artist of the Year for "X"

	BRIT Award British Male Solo Artist for “x”

	Grammy Award Album of the Year for "X" shared with Amy Wadge

	MTV Europe Music Award Best World Stage for "Plus" shared with Pharrell Williams

	MTV Europe Music Award Best Live Act for "Plus" shared with Pharrell Williams

	mtvU Woodie Award Co-Sign Woodie (Best Collaboration Between Artists) for "All About It" shared with Hoodie Allen

	MuchMusic Video Award Best International Artist for "Thinking Out Loud" shared with Sia Furler; Grouplove

	MuchMusic Video Award Most Buzzworthy International Artist or Group for "Thinking Out Loud" shared with Sia Furler; Grouplove

	People's Choice Award Favorite Male Artist for "Sheerios" shared with Sia Furler; Grouplove

	People's Choice Award Favorite Album for "X" shared with Sia Furler; Grouplove

	Radio 1 Teen Award Best British Solo Artist for "You Need Me, I Don't Need You" shared with Sia Furler; Grouplove

	Radio Disney Music Award He's the One - Best Male Artist for "You Need Me, I Don't Need You" shared with Sia Furler; Grouplove

	Teen Choice Award Choice Song: Male Artist for "Thinking Out Loud" shared with Taylor Swift

	Teen Choice Award Choice Male Artist for "Thinking Out Loud" shared with Taylor Swift

	Teen Choice Award Choice Summer Music Star: Male for "Thinking Out Loud" shared with Taylor Swift





	Grammy Award Song of the Year for "Thinking Out Loud"shared with Amy Wadge

	Grammy Award Record of the Year for "Thinking Out Loud" shared with Amy Wadge

	Grammy Award Best Pop Solo Performance for "Thinking Out Loud" shared with Amy Wadge

	People's Choice Award Favorite Male Artist for "Sheerios" shared with Sia Furler; Grouplove

	People's Choice Award Favorite Pop Artist for "Sheerios" shared with Sia Furler; Grouplove





	“Thinking Out Loud” 	This song was featured on Ed’s “X” album (pronounced “multiply”) and it peaked at number 2 on February 21, 2015. 



	“Photography” 	This song was featured on Ed’s “X” album as well, and it peaked later at number 2 on September 26, 2015.  



	Don’t 	With his successful “X” album, “Don’t” peaked at number 3 on December 6, 2014.



	Sing 	Also from Ed Sheeran’s “X” album, “Sing” peaked at number 9 on June 7th, 2014.



	The A-Team 	“The A-Team” from his “Loose Change” album peaked at number 12 on January 19th, 2013.



	Lego House 	“Lego House” from Ed’s “+” album peaked at 39 on the 29th of June 2013.












	“Give Me Love”

	“The A-Team”


	“The A-Team” was written off of a true story where Ed Sheeran met a girl named Angel at a homeless shelter who was a prostitute, as the song implies.  She was a drug addict, something that Ed cleverly devised a title about where he demonstrated that she was a cocaine addict by using the drug’s other title, “a class-A drug” instead of just coming out and saying it.​[xiv]  


	“Lego House”


	This song was used by Ed as a way of describing a relationship in essence.  The video for “Lego House” starred “Harry Potter’s” superfan, Rupert Grint as a stand-in Ed Sheeran.  This song was what captured the attention of Taylor Swift and ultimately resulted in their duet, “Everything has Changed,” and an instant friendship.  


	“Thinking Out Loud” 


	“Kiss Me”


	“Kiss Me,” was simply the end product of Ed’s endeavour to produce a wedding song.​[xv]  


	“Photograph”


	“Photograph” was writing by Ed Sheeran with the intention to describe the “pain of love” when distanced from a loved one.  The video for the song was constructed using homemade videos of Ed on his journey to stardom.​[xvi]


	“I See Fire”


	This song was made for “The Desolation of Smaug” for “The Hobbit” when the producers decided on Ed Sheeran to compose and sing a song intended for the last portion of the movie.  He did it pretty much all in the same day for the film.  Ed wrote it in the position of a dwarf and focused on the ending of the film.​[xvii]


	“Drunk”


	This song focuses in on a guy who lost the one he loved because he did not want to change himself which resulted in self-pity that he opted to drink away.  Ed’s personal experience of the lyrics involves an ambiguous drink that tasted faintly like the Vodka in it which he drank too much of, woke up in a strange bed, and missed his bus.​[xviii]


	“You Need Me, I Don’t Need You”


	This song was Ed Sheeran’s way of letting haters know that he will not let them beat him down.  Rejection of his signature “ginger hair” and sick loop-pedal skills by his first supervisors ultimately sparked the birth of this song.  Very little people in high places though this song would go anywhere, but Ed’s fans thought otherwise and took this song to number 2 on the charts.​[xix]


	“Everything Has Changed”


	Another love song, mostly written by Taylor Swift with the help of Ed Sheeran, “Everything Has Changed,” was culminated on the topside of a trampoline.  Regardless of the strange scenery, the song was written about the realization of a couple who is really in love.​[xx]






	Tori Kelly “I Was Made for Loving You” 

	Macklemore and Ryan Lewis “Growing Up (Sloane’s Song)” 

	The Weekend “Dark Times” 

	Rudimental “Bloodstream”

	Kekfeu “Reuf” 

	Krept and Konan “Dreams”

	Hilary Duff “Tattoo”

	Rudimental “Lay It All On Me”






	“The Spinning Man”—20041 

	“The Orange Room EP”—2005 with 5 tracks

	“Ed Sheeran”—2006 

	“You Need Me EP”—2009​[xxvi] 

	“Loose Change”—2010 with 8 tracks

	“Songs I Wrote With Amy”—April 4th, 2010 with 5 tracks

	“Live At the Bedford”—2010 with 6 tracks

	“One Take”—2011 with 3 tracks

	“No 5 Collaborations Project”—January 7th, 2011 with 8 tracks

	“Songs of Life and Hope” with 10 tracks

	“+”—released September 12th, 2011 with 16 tracks including “The A-Team,” “Drunk,” “Lego House,” “You Need Me,” “Kiss Me,” and “Give Me Love”

	“The Slumdon Bridge”—April 24th, 2012 with 4 tracks

	“x”—released June 20th, 2014 with 16 tracks including, “Sing,” “Don’t,” “Bloodstream,” “Thinking Out Loud,” and “I See Fire”

	“5”—May 12th, 2015 with 32 tracks
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