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			Written to glorify and honor Jesus Christ

			 

			and

			 

			for the benefit of many, including my wife, Marilyn; children, Sarah, Sabrina, and Sean; and grandchildren, Anisha and Rashaun

			 

			 

			Jesus said,

			 

			“And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his work. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and the last.” (Revelation 22: 12-13)

			“I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die.” (John 11: 25-26)

			 

			 

			



	

Acknowledgement

			My thanks to our son, Sean Jonathan, for his input and help in the completion of this book.

			 

			



	

Introduction

			All over the world, followers of almost every major religion venerate Christ in one form or another. Some acknowledge Him as a prophet, a guru, a teacher, a wise leader, a god, an advisor, or a guide. Others simply consider Him to have been a good person. Those who follow Him consider Him the Messiah, the King, the Priest, the Prophet, the Son of God, and more.

			His birth, His life, and His works were all contrary to the laws of nature. His teachings are revolutionary and were relevant not only in His days but also today. He boggled the minds of the religious leaders as well as the rulers of the day. What He uttered was astounding to everyone. Has He changed the course of history for good? Was He a mere man, a mere prophet—or was He the image of God sent to fulfill a specific purpose or mission? In this book, I have attempted to shed some light on the life and mission of Jesus Christ.

			The political, national, personal, behavioral, environmental, moral, ethical, and climatic landscape of this world is changing rapidly right before our eyes. We certainly live in turbulent times. The whole world seems to be in a total chaos and is groaning in pain. Amid all these uncertainties Humans are afraid of present and future, and not only are longing for inner peace, but are seeking answers to these phenomena. When we see these events unfolding before our eyes, we ask ourselves a question: Is there a solution to these problems? Does the human race have answers to the calamities and problems we face? Will today’s problems and challenges decrease and will things get better, or will they get worse?

			Despite making giant strides in science and technology, we have not been successful in reducing human problems, let alone in eradicating them altogether. Science and psychology give us knowledge but cannot help us in any way to reach God. Humans are searching for answers that will reveal who we are, why we are here, and where we are going. We are looking for solutions to these problems. Amid all this chaos, confusion, and uncertainty, we wonder if God really cares. We seek to find out what the future holds for us. This book is for the benefit of those who are searching for answers to these questions and also for those searching for the truth. We will discover in this book what Jesus has said concerning all this and more.

			Why are all these events happening? They are the results of sin that has entered this earth. Sin has severed the relationship between God and humankind. We chose our own path. Because of our disobedience, God could have annihilated humankind, but God, out of compassion promised to send the Messiah, who would save humankind from sin and guide and direct our path. God did this because He loves us and did not want us to perish. He is a loving and merciful God. It was imperative for Jesus to come into this world to restore the broken relation between God and man. There was no other way to restore this broken relationship. Only Jesus would qualify to do this, because of His heavenly origin and His sinless life. He did this by giving His sinless life as a ransom for our sin. Jesus Christ has given us the roadmap to eternal life.

			While Jesus was on this earth, He forewarned His followers about the current events and the future of the world and pointed out that these events would take place in the end times. In this book,



	

we will discuss these and some other events that have engulfed this world. We will dig into the Word of God, the Holy Bible, seek answers to many questions, and find out who Jesus Christ is.

			Jesus has been the subject of controversy over the centuries. Nevertheless, He has affected and shaped the world in a very positive way. In the ensuing chapters of this book, I have attempted to touch very briefly on the life, mission, and person of Jesus Christ. The subject is vast, and volumes have been written and are still being written on it. This book will reveal and highlight a few aspects of His life and mission to whet your appetite, stimulate your thinking process, and challenge you to dig further and explore to find out more about Jesus Christ so you can draw your own conclusion about Him.

			The purpose of this book is to introduce and share Jesus Christ with as many readers as possible, regardless of their religious affiliations and backgrounds, because Christ came for all of humanity. No one religion can claim exclusivity to the person of Jesus Christ. By knowing Him personally, one can find peace and joy amid all this turmoil, adversity, and unrest. We cannot find peace and joy in any other way.

			We live in an age of information and communication. I urge you to read this book with an open mind, to reflect and ponder, and then either to dismiss it as fiction or to go deeper and seek the truth further. Jesus said, “And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed” (John 8:32, 36).

			Two prisoners looked out the cell window. One saw the stars and the other, sand.

			It is my prayer that you find true peace and joy during your journey on earth and that you have the assurance that you will spend eternity with the One who created you. May God bless you.

			 

			 

			



	

Chapter 1

			The Condition of This World

			Let us just for a moment take a look around us. What do we see on the world scene? On the one hand, there is chaos, murders, wars, rumors of wars, sexual immorality, unfair business practices, family breakdown, misery, poverty, sickness, and more. On the other hand, climatic changes are taking place with an intensity and frequency never seen before. The human heart is failing because of fear; fear of the future, fear of uncertainty, fear of life—and the list goes on.

			Despite astronomical advances in science and technology, we have failed to alleviate or minimize the problems humans are facing. If anything, human problems are on the increase, which adds to fears, worries, and anxieties. There is restlessness all around the world in almost every country. Ever since this world came into existence, we have seen very little peace, to say the least. Why all this? It is the result of sin that abounds all around us.

			God created humans in His image and after His likeness. The Word of God says,

			Then God said, let Us make man in our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth. So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female he created them. Then God blessed them and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” And God said, “See I have given you every herb that yields seed which is on the face of all the earth, and every tree whose fruit yields seed; to you it shall be for food.

			Then the Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to tend and keep it. And the Lord God commanded the man saying, “Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; but of the tree of knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” (Genesis 1:26–29; 2:15–17)

			According to God’s command, Adam was to fill or populate and subdue the earth, exercise dominion over all the animals, take care of the garden of Eden, and eat its fruit. God also commanded Adam not to eat the fruit of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.

			Adam disobeyed God and ate the forbidden fruit, which resulted in sin and separation from God. God is a holy God, and He cannot see sin. The relationship between all-holy God and sinful man was thus broken, resulting in separation between God and humankind. This separation would be passed on to us all.
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