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Chapter 1

Brainwashed and Deceived


North Korean Regime and the People

Background

In 2013, I met a couple in a small church in New Jersey. After hearing that they were from North Korea, I asked them how they got to the United States from North Korea. Their story was shocking and unbelievable to me, and this was the beginning of his long research journey. When I heard that the couple had been victimized due to their undocumented status, I was convinced that this was a case of human trafficking. I also suspected that this was happening to many North Koreans who had fled the country and were living in China without legal status. Wanting to learn more about this, I started looking for similar studies. However, to my surprise, I could not find enough academic research. Eventually, the severity of the problem, the large number of estimated victims, and the lack of adequate research drove me even further into this research.

Everyone agrees that North Korea is one of the world’s most unique and strange countries. The North Korean regime has manipulated and brainwashed its people to believe in Kim Il-sung, Kim Jung-Il, and Kim Jong-Un as gods. The lack of outside information makes it impossible for North Koreans to make sound judgments and forces them to follow the Kim family unthinkingly. Kim’s regime began after World War II. The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK or North Korea) adopted communism under the trusteeship of the Soviet Union. In contrast, the Republic of Korea (ROK or South Korea) adopted democracy under the trusteeship of the United States. In 1950, the Korean War broke out, and North Korea’s economy collapsed during the war years (1950–1953). With the help of the Soviet Union, the Kim regime was able to revive the economy through a program called the Molotov Plan, designed initially to rebuild Eastern European countries. However, instead of developing North Korea’s economy, the Kim family, from Kim Il-Sung to Kim Jung-Il to Kim Jong-Un, has focused on strengthening the dictatorship and the military (Hoare 2015; Noland 2000; Sandler 2015; Stueck 2012; Seth 2016).

The collapse of North Korea’s economy began again in the late 1980s, and chronic food shortages began in the early 1990s (Hawk 2016). In the late 1980s, North Korea defaulted on its international debts. Due to the global crisis and fertilizer shortages, North Korea’s agricultural production declined significantly beginning in 1989 (Noland, Robinson, and Wang 2001; Lee 1994). The situation was exacerbated by the dissolution of the Eastern Bloc and the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, which ended the subsidies and free aid that the Soviet Union had been providing to North Korea (Noland et al. 2001, 2000). By 1993, North Korea’s exports to the Soviet Union had fallen to less than one-tenth of what they had been in the previous period (Noland 1995; Eberstadt, Rubin, and Tretyakova 1995). To make matters worse, the 1993 crop failure was followed by two major floods in 1995 and 1996. In 1998, a US congressional investigative panel visited North Korea and estimated that between 900,000 to 2.4 million people, or about 4 to 10 percent of the population, died of starvation or hunger-related diseases between 1995 and 1998 (Kirk, Brookes, and Pica 1998; Natsios 1999).

The Kim regime has maintained its power through restrictive social policies, control of thought and information, and the use of force against its citizens (Byman and Lind 2010). The 1991 “Two Meals a Day” campaign and the 1996 proclamation of the “March of Hardship” slogan, which refers to the hardship march against Japanese colonization, were intended to encourage the population to endure hunger during difficult times for the regime (Noland et al. 2001; Hayashi and Komaki 1997; Gahng 2009). However, people chose to flee across the border from North Korea to China to avoid the famine.

By the end of the twentieth century, an estimated 300,000 North Korean migrants had crossed the Chinese border illegally (Margesson, Chanlett-Avery, and Bruno 2007; Muico 2005). Of these, an estimated 75 percent of North Korean migrants in China (NKMC) are women (Amnesty International India 2007). The reason why so many more women migrated than men is that women were able to find work more easily than men in places like karaoke bars (singing clubs) and restaurants. At the very least, North Korean women were able to marry Chinese or ethnic Koreans in China to survive (Duong, Belanger, and Hong 2007; Jiang, Zhang, and Sánchez-Barricarte 2015; Li et al. 2007; Kang 2005; Su 2013; Sweeney 2015; Wang and Chang 2002; Yang and Lu 2010; Grier, Hicks, and Yuan 2016).

There are fewer women than men in China due to the country’s one-child policy, which was put in place in 1979 and extended until 2016, when it was replaced by a two-child policy, and







Vulnerability of NKMC








Illegal Migrants? TRAITORS? Refugees? Or Trafficked Victims?


Illegal Migrants



Traitors



South Korean Citizens




Refugees/Trafficking Victims


Owing to well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or political opinion, is outside the country of his nationality and is unable or, owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail himself of the protection of that country; or who, not having a nationality and being outside the country of his former habitual residence, is unable or, owing to such fear, is unwilling to return to it. (Cho 2010; UN General Assembly 1969: 386; Cho 2008: 194; UNHCR 2007: 6)





the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring or receipt of persons, by means of threat or use of force, or other forms of coercion, abduction, fraud, deception, or the abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control over another person, for the purpose of exploitation. Exploitation shall include, at a minimum, the exploitation of the prostitution of others or other forms of sexual exploitation, forced labor or services, slavery or practices similar to slavery, servitude or the removal, manipulation or implantation of organs, (UN General Assembly 2000: 2)






Significance of This Study

Why Is Empirical Research So Important for Human Trafficking?





From Human Rights to Criminal Justice





Applying Routine Activity Theory to the Study of NKMC










Questions This Book Will Address










Outline of the Book











Notes
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