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This book is intended for intermediate English learners.

There are many things that make an excellent English speaker but one of the main things is that they can speak about a lot of different topics easily. Many students at the intermediate level can speak quite well about some topics but get completely lost when someone talks about an unfamiliar subject. This book helps you to build your vocabulary in 12 very useful and common subjects.
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Six ways this book will help you towards English fluency
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One) This book covers 12 very common topics. The vocabulary used is ‘specialised’ but is also in everyday use.

Two) If you can only speak about a few limited subjects you will not become fluent. This book helps you to break out of these limits.

Three) This book features over 200 new words and phrases introduced in context  (short stories or articles). This makes it both fun to learn and easy to see how they are actually used.

Four) Each new word or phrase is explained in simple English. This will help you get used to thinking in English rather than translating from your own language all of  the time.

Five) There are example sentences for each new word or phrase. This will help you master both the meaning and the use of the word.

Six) At the end of each chapter there is an ‘Extra Practice’ section. This features TV shows and Youtube channels that will help you practice the language.

Ok let’s get started.
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Part One

Are you one of those people who struggles to make ends meet? Are you facing large amounts of debt? This can be a frightening time. One of the most important things to remember is that you can overcome it. By using a proper budget you can cut down on your spending. The first thing you need to do is consider your income. Write down how much money you have coming in every month. Then note down what you need to buy and how much it all costs. Then you will see clearly how you can live within your means.

Vocabulary and Phrases:

To make ends meet: this is when you earn just enough money to live, but no more. You have no extra money left over after living expenses.

Example: Between my husband’s and my wage we only just make ends meet.

To have debt/to be in debt: to owe money to someone/a bank etc. You need to re-pay someone money at one point.

Example 1: I have quite a lot of debt so there’s no way I can quit my job at the moment.

Example 2: I’m in debt to the bank.

A budget/to budget: This is a fixed amount of money you have to spend on something. ‘To budget’ is when you are careful to only spend a certain amount of money.

Example 1: My budget for food shopping is about £50.

Example 2: I’ve had to budget a little this week as I had less money than I thought.

To cut down/back on (spending etc): to reduce how much you do something.

Example 1: I’m trying to cut back on how much I spend on alcohol.

Example 2: If you are putting on weight, try to cut down on how much bread you eat.

An income: money you earn from working, investments etc.

Example: My income is just about enough to live off of.

To have money coming in: this refers to the money you get every month from working/investments/people giving you money for other reasons etc. Basically all of the money you receive.

Example: Since my husband lost his job, the only money we have coming in is from my job.

To live within one’s means: this is a phrase which means that you only use money that you have. You don’t go into debt.

Example: I’ve always tried to live within my means, so I’ve never really had any debt.



Part Two

You don’t have to be tight fisted to be good with money. You just need to be prudent with your spending. For every purchase you make, consider whether you really need it. If you start cutting back on luxuries (going out drinking etc) you can afford more of the necessities (food etc) without having to borrow.

Vocabulary and Phrases:

To be tight fisted: this is when you do not like spending money. When you are mean with money. This is a negative term used about people who don’t pay their share.

Example: I hate going out for dinner with my brother, he’s so tight fisted. I always end up paying for everything.

To be good/bad with money: this is when you are good/bad at managing your own finances.

Example: She doesn’t have a good job but because she is so good with money, she always seems to have more than enough.

To be prudent (with money): to be good with money. To be careful with money. To make good investments.

Example: He’s been pretty prudent over the years and is now pretty well off.

Note: to be ‘well off’ or ‘wealthy’ means to have quite a lot of money.

To be able to afford (something): to have enough money to do/buy something.

Example 1: I’ve got a pretty good job so I can afford to eat out quite a lot.

Example 2: I can’t afford to go out this weekend so I’ll probably just stay at home and watch TV.

To borrow/lend: to borrow is when you take money from someone/a bank with the intention of giving it back. To lend is when you give money to someone but you want to get it back at a certain time.

Example 1: I had to borrow some money off of my parents in order to buy a car.

Example 2: I lent my son some money so he could buy a car.



Part Three

Once you have become good at this process you can start to save money. To have some set aside allows you to prepare for when times might be tough. You can also have money saved for a rainy day. You might even save enough to have a nice nest egg for retirement. Having a good retirement fund can allow you to be generous to your children and grandchildren. Don’t over-spend though. Even if you are loaded, if you spend more than you earn you will soon go broke.

Vocabulary and  Phrases:

To have money set aside/tucked away: to have money saved.

Example 1: I have a bit of money set aside for emergencies.

Example 2: I have a bit of money tucked away to use for next year’s summer holiday.

(Money that one is saving) for a rainy day: this is money you have saved ‘just in case’ you need it. Money for (future) difficult times.

Example: I have some money that I was saving for a rainy day. But I guess my situation is pretty bad now so I could use it.

A nest egg: this means ‘savings of money’. Money you have saved for your future.

Example: I plan to use my nest egg as a deposit on buying a house.

To be generous: This is when someone is happy to give things to others. It refers to when people are happy to give money/time/energy etc.

Example: My mother is so generous, she is always offering to pay for everything.

To be loaded: to have lots of money. This is a very informal word.

Example: I heard that her new boyfriend is absolutely loaded.

Note: In American English ‘loaded’ can also mean ‘drunk’.

To go broke/to be broke: this is when you have no money.

Example 1: My father went broke, trying to save his company.

Example 2: She was totally broke when she arrived in this country and now she is a millionaire. 



Part Four

We’ve all had times when we were only just scraping by. And there will always be moments when it is hard not to ‘go through’ money quickly. However, being frugal with your earnings can really help you save for those difficult times. You then won’t need to borrow anything when times are tough. And if you are really frugal, you might even have a little extra.

Vocabulary and Phrases:

To be scraping by: to be just about surviving on the money you earn.

Example: Even though I love my job, I’m only just scraping by. So I’ll probably have to get a new job pretty soon.

To ‘go through’ money: this is when you spend money easily. 

Example: Even when I’m trying to be careful, I just go through money so easily. It just seems so expensive living in London.

To be frugal: This is when someone is very careful with money. It is not really a negative term but needs to be used carefully.

Example: He is so frugal that he uses teabags twice before throwing them away.

Earnings/to earn: money you make from working/ investments etc.

Example 1: She gives half of her earnings to charity.

Example 2: How much do you earn?

Extra Vocabulary:

To withdraw money: to take money out of the bank.

Example: Hi, I’d like to withdraw £100 please.



Extra Practice

There are lots of programmes that talk about ‘banking’ and ‘finance’ but shows about everyday uses of money are not that common. 

Money Channels on Youtube:

Max Keiser: this is a very interesting and entertaining show about money and world finance.
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