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Introduction

___________

This is the umpteenth quiz book I’ve written and, I think, the best. I think it’s the best because it’s been tried and tested in front of a demanding audience.

For the last two years, my wife, Nicole, and I have been running a pub, The Stag Inn in Hastings. It’s a small pub tucked away in a corner of Hastings Old Town, with very little passing trade, so we need ways of encouraging people to come through the door, even during quiet times. Hence, we started a Monday Quiz Night; it seemed a no-brainer, given I had previous as a quiz-book compiler. Before we took over, the pub wasn’t even open on a Monday (a notoriously quiet night in the town, especially out of season). The pub seats forty-four. On a Monday, forty-four people is a quiet one – we often get upwards of fifty people crammed into the place.

Fifty customers make it an important night for the business, so we must get it right. Quizzes are social occasions and people want to feel part of the group. We hand out popcorn and liberal doses of banter, and we try to make sure everyone is comfortable, from the regulars to the odd random visitor who fancies having a go. We pitch the questions to our audience, who is mainly over thirty-five years old and pretty well educated. This doesn’t make The Stag any different from most pubs that run a regular quiz; this is the general demographic both for pub quizzes and for quiz books. We do get some younger folk in – and we do mix it up occasionally to give them a better chance. The formula seems to work.

Hopefully this formula will translate into a fun book for the reader. Don’t expect to breeze in and get ten out of ten every time, especially if you’re just browsing through while you take a bath – some of the quizzes are far from easy. For a few of the quizzes, I’ve given a guide score that I think a team of four people should be able to get. Ten out of a ten means the quizmaster got the round wrong – a good score should be eight, not ten, and a low score should be four, not seven.

If you are using the book to host your own quiz (which is fine, by the way), remember to try to include a round that gives all the people attending a chance. If you think the quizzes are too tough, you can always make them multiple choice and give three alternative answers. There are some multi-choice questions included, but they tend to be a little off the wall.

One last thing: pub owners (Wetherspoons apart) aren’t wealthy people; theirs is one of the toughest trades around. So when you go to a pub quiz, buy a couple of drinks, or you may find the pub isn’t there the next time you visit.

Happy quizzing.

Nick & Nicole


QUIZ 1. HAPPY BIRTHDAY, ME

___________

Let’s start with an important date, shall we? August 13 is my birthday, on which occasion I presented the Quizzers with a series of questions about people who were born or died on the same date.

  1. Annie Oakley, born 1860, was a female sharpshooter who was the subject of the 1946 musical Annie Get Your Gun. Who wrote the musical?

  2. Which important Victorian reformer, who founded St Thomas’ Nursing School, died on 13 August 1910, aged ninety?

  3. Which film director, born in Leytonstone in 1899, has eight movies in the American National Film Registry as of 2018, including his personal favourite, Shadow of a Doubt?

  4. Which comedian, born in Manchester in 1930, was the first compère of the TV show Wheeltappers and Shunters Social Club, launched on Granada TV in 1974?

  5. John Slattery, American actor, born 1962, is best known for playing Roger Sterling in which hit TV series?

  6. Which legendary American golfer, born in 1912 and winner of nine major tournaments, survived a head-on collision with a Greyhound bus in 1949, but recovered well enough to win further major events?

  7. Which film director, born in 1955, won Academy Award nominations for United 93 and Captain Phillips, as well as directing three of the Bourne movies?

  8. Which famous inventor and engineer, who worked in Hastings while he developed his most famous piece of technology, died in Bexhill in 1946, aged fifty-seven?

  9. Match of the Day pundit Alan Shearer remains the Premier League’s top scorer with 260 goals in the competition: for which clubs did he score them?

10. Which major political figure of the twentieth century, born in 1926, died in Havana in 2016, aged ninety?

Answers


QUIZ 2. US PRESIDENTS

___________

Questions about the occupants of the White House from the early days to Trump-time.

  1. Who became America’s youngest president at forty-two years of age when he succeeded to the post after the death of William McKinley?

  2. What post did Ulysses S. Grant hold before becoming US president in 1869?

  3. Who remains the only US president to serve a four-year term, lose the next election, and then regain office for a further four years?

  4. Which two men served as president during the Second World War?

  5. Who was the US president during the First World War, only bringing the US into the fray in 1917?

  6. Who is the only man to have served in the House of Representatives, the Senate, as vice-president and as president?

  7. Prior to running for office, Jimmy Carter was governor of which US state?

  8. Which military man rose to the office of president on the back of his achievements in the Mexican–American War, but died in his second year in office, giving way to Millard Fillmore?

  9. Who is the only man to have served as vice-president and president without being elected to either role?

10. Who lost the 1824 presidential election after intervention from the House of Representatives, but ran again for the newly formed Democratic Party in 1828 and served two full terms as the seventh president?

Answers


QUIZ 3. IN THE NEWS

___________

This is a quiz about people or incidents that hit the headlines in January 2019, which is when the book was completed. A test for the memory – although hopefully nothing too ephemeral here, so a bit of general knowledge comes into play.

  1. Nicolás Maduro, currently resisting pressure to hold fresh elections, replaced Hugo Chavez as president of which country in 2013?

  2. Emiliano Sala’s aeroplane went missing en route to him taking up employment with which organisation in January 2019?

  3. Which Democrat leader of the US House of Representatives became a thorn in the side of President Trump when her party regained a house majority in January 2019?

  4. Which politician, arrested in January 2019, was the MP for Banff and Buchan from 1987 to 2010?

  5. Who was the subject of the documentary Leaving Neverland, shown for the first time at the 2019 Sundance Film Festival?

  6. Which overseas organisation bought the Chiswick-based brewer, Fullers, in January 2019?

  7. What was the majority by which Teresa May’s first draft Brexit deal was rejected in Parliament in January 2019; was it 46, 98, 145 or 230?

  8. Paweł Adamowicz was murdered in Poland on Sunday 13 January 2019. What position did he hold?

  9. Swedish activist Greta Thunberg organised marches in Brussels and Berlin to protest about climate change in January 2019. What was unusual about them?

10. In early 2019 the Weddell Sea Expedition set off for the Antarctic to look for which lost vessel?

Answers


QUIZ 4. PEOPLE AND PLACES

___________

Geography in twenty-first-century schools is a very different beast to the subject we studied as children, but it still seems to attract the same loathing from those who don’t feel drawn to it. My gorgeous other half simply switches off if someone uses the word ‘map’ . . .

  1. Iona, Mull, Skye, Stronsay: which of these islands is not part of the Inner Hebrides group?

  2. Which peak, the highest in the Alps, was first climbed by Jacques Balmat in 1786?

  3. Which state capital is the southernmost of the major Australian cities on the mainland of the country?

  4. The Barents Sea takes its name from an explorer from which country?

  5. Bremen, Dortmund, Hannover, Leipzig: which of these was in East Germany during the Soviet bloc’s domination of Eastern Europe after the Second World War?

  6. Santander, Madrid, Sevilla, Valencia: which of these Spanish cities is furthest to the south?

  7. The island of Götland, a Swedish territory, is located in which body of water?

  8. Kibo peak in Tanzania is the highest summit in Africa: by what name is it more commonly known in the West?

  9. Which mountain range provides the source for the River Rhine?

10. What is the name of the Russian province and city wedged between Poland and Lithuania on the Baltic coast and separated from the rest of Russia?

Answers


QUIZ 5. MIXED BAG

___________

A general knowledge quiz. A good pub quiz should have a couple of rounds out of six that are just basic general knowledge, unless the entire quiz has a pre-advertised theme.

  1. The ‘color line’, the rule that barred black players from competing in Major League Baseball, was finally broken when which player signed for the Brooklyn Dodgers in 1946?

  2. What term did Thomas Macaulay first apply to the press in a report on activity in the House of Commons in 1828?

  3. Magnus Carlsen has spent (to January 2019) 103 weeks as the world’s top-rated what? And who is the only player to have eclipsed that 103-week statistic?

  4. In which country did the Knesset first meet on St Valentine’s Day, 1949?

  5. The Night Riviera sleeper train runs between London and which destination?

  6. Which former West Indian fast bowler stood at six foot eight inches tall and was known as Big Bird?

  7. If an epidemic is a widespread infection over a large area, what is a worldwide infection?

  8. Which private bank has its headquarters at 440, The Strand, London?

  9. DCLXIV. What is this in Arabic numbers?

10. Who was the Commander-in-Chief of the British forces in France from 1915 until the end of the First World War?

Answers


QUIZ 6. SPORT – MIXED

___________

A nice, doable starter for the first all-sports quiz in the book. I would always advise caution when using sports questions in a pub quiz; they can be divisive and put off large sections of your potential quizzers. Better to mix them in with themed rounds rather than have an entire sports one.

  1. How many of Serena Williams’ fourteen major doubles titles have been won with her sister Venus as her partner?

  2. Ray Harroun won the first running of which historic motor race on 30 May 1911?

  3. Which sport has more players on the playing surface at any one time: basketball, netball, ice hockey or volleyball?

  4. Why would it have been impossible for the great racehorse Sea the Stars to compete in the Epsom Oaks?

  5. Fencing, rowing, shooting, swimming. Which of these is not a constituent event of the Olympic Modern Pentathlon?

  6. Who were the first team to beat England as World Cup holders, winning a famous match 3–2 at Wembley in 1967?

  7. David Hemery won Britain’s only gold medal on the track at the 1968 Olympics; what was his discipline?

  8. Which famous cricket commentator was the captain of the Australian team during the 1961 and the 1962–3 Ashes series?

  9. Which two-time World Champion snooker player was known as the Hurricane?

10. What name have American sports journalists given to their country’s 1980 Winter Olympics ice hockey victory over the heavily fancied Soviet Union?

Answers


QUIZ 7. HERE COMES THE SUMMER

___________

Summer is the theme, but don’t expect too many questions on sunshine or beachwear . . .

  1. Which band, still gigging today, were at No. 1 for six weeks in 1970 with ‘In the Summertime’?

  2. Shakespeare; Sonnet 18: ‘Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day? / Thou art more lovely and more temperate / Rough winds do shake . . .’ What do they shake?

  3. To Germans it is altweibersomer (old ladies’ summer), to East Europeans a gypsy summer, and we used to call it St Martin’s summer? What do we call it now?

  4. What was the name of Buffy Summers’ mum in Buffy the Vampire Slayer?

  5. Jacqueline Gold is the businesswoman behind the success of which high-street chain?

  6. Comic-book character Scott Summers is better known as what?

  7. According to Aristotle, what doesn’t make a summer?

  8. Musician Andy Summers is best known for being the guitarist in which band.

  9. In the Bryan Adams’ song ‘Summer of 1969’, where does the singer buy his ‘first real six-string’?

10. The tune ‘Summertime’ was written by George Gershwin for which 1935 opera?

Answers


QUIZ 8. OSCAR TIME

___________

Here we need you to match the actor in the first list to the film that won them an Academy Award as Best Actor or Actress.

  1. Audrey Hepburn.

  2. Gary Cooper.

  3. Ingrid Bergman.

  4. Robert Duvall.

  5. Jane Fonda.

  6. Susan Sarandon.

  7. Lee Marvin.

  8. Sean Penn.

  9. Kate Winslet.

10. Robert Donat.

 

A. Goodbye Mr Chips

B. The Reader

C. Cat Ballou

D. Roman Holiday

E. Mystic River

F. Sergeant York

G. Dead Man Walking

H. Klute

I. Tender Mercies

J. Gaslight

Answers


QUIZ 9. MONEY-GO-ROUND

___________

Money makes the world go round, as Joel Grey sang in Cabaret. It is, alas, true, so here’s one for the capitalists. Match the countries in the first list to the domestic currency they use from the second list.

  1. Brazil.

  2. Poland.

  3. Iran.

  4. Japan.

  5. Finland.

  6. Norway.

  7. Taiwan.

  8. Thailand.

  9. Philippines.

10. Malaysia.

 

A. Rial

B. Euro

C. Ringgit

D. Baht

E. Real

F. Peso

G. Dollar

H. Zloty

I. Yen

J. Krone

Answers


QUIZ 10. MILITARY MIGHT

___________

Ten questions about battles and campaigns across the ages. The world seems a bleak place at the moment.

  1. Which battle during the War of Spanish Succession, won by the allies under John Churchill, Duke of Marlborough, gives its name to the Churchills’ huge country house in Oxfordshire?

  2. Who led the Prussian forces that joined with the British to defeat Napoleon at Waterloo?

  3. Edward III inflicted a crushing defeat on the French at the Battle of Crécy in 1346. Ten years later, his son, the Black Prince, inflicted another defeat on the same opposition near which French town?

  4. At which Virginia town was General Cornwallis forced to surrender, ending the American Revolutionary War?

  5. The Gallipoli Campaign in the First World War took place in which modern country? Which Imperial power controlled that country at the time?

  6. United States; United Kingdom; South Korea; Australia; Philippines; New Zealand; Japan: which two of these were not belligerents alongside the South Vietnamese during the Vietnam War?

  7. From 1899 to 1901, Western powers and the Japanese allied to quash which major anti-colonial uprising?

  8. The Battle of Lepanto (1571) was a naval battle and was the last major engagement to feature which particular type of vessel?

  9. The tribes that fought a nine-year civil war against the Soviets were known as the Mujahideen and they later formed the basis of the Taliban’s fighting force: who were the primary sponsors of the Mujahideen in their struggle against the Soviets?

10. Control of the city of Sebastopol was a principal reason for which war of the mid-nineteenth century?

Answers


QUIZ 11. THIS OR THAT

___________

This or That is a popular occasional round at The Stag. It’s a good, quirky filler and runs really quickly, so it’s a useful device to have on stand-by when you have a deadline or need an early finish.

Here’s how it works: I give you twelve names, all of whom are either a vice-president, a character in The Wire or a famous baseball hitter. If you happen to be American, you’ll do pretty well . . .

  1. Tommy Carcetti.

  2. Adlai Stevenson.

  3. Cedric Daniels.

  4. Jackie Robinson.

  5. Andrew Johnson.

  6. Willie Mays.

  7. Spiro Agnew.

  8. Joe DiMaggio.

  9. Alex Rodriguez.

10. Stringer Bell.

11. Avon Barksdale.

12. Hannibal Hamlin.

Answers


QUIZ 12. MUSIC

___________

Everyone loves a music quiz. Usually we do an audio round for the music element of the quiz, but three or four times a year we have just a music quiz – the pub is invariably rammed.

  1. In 1983–4 Lionel Richie had a No. 1 hit on both sides of the Atlantic with an album and a huge-selling single taken from the album: can you name both?

  2. Who topped the UK album chart with the prog-rock epic Journey to the Centre of the Earth in 1974?

  3. Richard Thompson is a veteran of the folk scene and one of the world’s premier guitar players: with which band did he make his name in the late 1960s?

  4. Tina Turner includes the song ‘Addicted to Love’ in her live shows: who wrote and had the original hit with the song in 1986, from his album, Riptide?

  5. Born Chaim Witz, who co-founded the glam-metal band Kiss with Paul Stanley?

  6. What was Gloria Gaynor’s massive 1978 hit, a No. 1 on both sides of the Atlantic? And what was her earlier 1974 hit, which reached the Top 10 in both the US and the UK?

  7. Barry Gibb formed the Bee Gees with his two younger twin brothers, both now deceased: what were their names?

  8. Frank Beard was the drummer in which trio, in which, humorously, he was the only one not sporting a long beard?

  9. Apart from a song recorded with Manchester United, Status Quo had only one UK No. 1 hit. Was it ‘Caroline’, ‘Down Down’, ‘Rockin’ All Over the World’ or ‘In the Army Now’?

10. Which rock star won a Tony Award for his sold-out residency of anecdotes and songs at the Walter Kerr Theatre on Broadway?

11. In the context of 2019, when this book was completed and published, what connects these artists?

Answers


QUIZ 13. NAME THE YEAR

___________

We give you four events from a particular year, you give us the year. Two points for spot on, one point if you are within the leeway given. These are surprisingly difficult, even the recent ones. You’ll probably find those you get right are because one of the events given as a clue resonates somehow with an incident or memory from your life.

  1. Playstation 2 is released; Ridley Scott’s Gladiator is released; the computer virus ILOVEYOU causes havoc for Windows users; Steve Redgrave wins a fifth Olympic gold medal (two years).

  2. Bertrand Russell launches CND; Brazil beat Sweden 5–2 in the World Cup Final; the hula hoop is launched; transatlantic air travel exceeds sea travel for the first time (two years).

  3. Australia cuts its last political ties to Britain with the Australia Act; Ferdinand Marcos is removed from office in the Philippines; the Hand of God; Glasnost and Perestroika are introduced into the global lexicon (one year).

  4. Jimmy Carter is sworn in and immediately pardons all Vietnam draft-dodgers; The Clash, The Jam and The Sex Pistols all release their debut albums; Marc Bolan is killed in a car crash; Egyptian president Anwar Sadat visits Israel (one year).

  5. Mickey Mouse makes his first appearance in a comic strip; Mahatma Gandhi initiates the Salt March protest; Haile Selassie is crowned Emperor of Ethiopia; Arsenal win the first of their thirteen FA Cups (three years).

  6. Anthony Blunt admits to spying for the Russians; Burton and Taylor marry for the first time; President Lyndon B. Johnson declares a war on poverty; Radio Caroline is launched (one year).

  7. Juan Péron is elected President of Argentina; the first Formula One race takes place in Turin, Italy; Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis make their debut as a comedy duo; Dolly Parton, David Lynch, George Best and George W. Bush are all born (three years).

  8. A general strike is declared in the UK; Rudolph Valentino dies aged only thirty-one; Route 66 is given its iconic name, along with a multitude of other American highways; Huddersfield Town win a third successive League title, the first club to do so (three years).

  9. The first American cinema opens in Los Angeles; Edward VII is crowned King of England; the first borstal in the UK opens in Kent; Gilbert Jessop scores a sensational century as England pull off a famous Ashes victory (three years).

10. The US Government sets up a 700-billion-dollar fund to purchase failing bank assets; the large Hadron Collider is officially commissioned; Mark Ronson, Kate Nash and the Arctic Monkeys win the three main awards at the Brit Awards; the Champions League Final is contested by two English teams for the first and only time (one year).

Answers


QUIZ 14. SFTV

___________

Some of the most innovative TV programmes screened have been science-fiction programmes. Just as poetry can sometimes eclipse prose in its power to evoke feeling, taking away the constraints of the real world can similarly allow heightened moments of pleasure in a TV show.

  1. Which UK sci-fi series starred a pre-Poldark Aidan Turner as a vampire called John Mitchell?

  2. Which series, with Charlie Cox in the lead, was the first of Netflix’s forays into the Marvel Universe in 2015?

  3. Which US sci-fi franchise is based on a 1994 film starring James Spader and Kurt Russell as the leads in a team exploring wormholes in space?

  4. What is the name of Charlie Brooker’s sci-fi series, inspired by The Twilight Zone, launched on Channel 4 in 2011 and later purchased and re-energised by Netflix?

  5. Phil Coulson leads which team of good guys in their struggles against Hydra, the Kree and various rogue Inhumans?

  6. Eliza Taylor as Clarke Griffin is the lead role in which sci-fi drama, developed and launched by Jason Rothenberg in 2014?

  7. The Daleks were created and cleverly copyrighted by Terry Nation, who also devised which cult British sci-fi show, which ran for four series from 1978 to 1981?

  8. What was Russell T. Davies’ Dr Who spin-off, using the character Captain Jack Harkness played by John Barrowman?

  9. Which TV sci-fi series explores the relationships and ethics between humans and sentient androids known as ‘hosts’?

10. What was the name of the 1998 sci-fi series starring Jack Davenport, Susannah Harker and a young Idris Elba about a secret government body hunting Code Nines (or vampires)?

Answers


QUIZ 15. FREDERICK

___________

Themed rounds always prove popular. There will invariably be some teams who baulk at an entire sports round or who don’t do well on movies or history, or whatever their bête noire happens to be. If you mix a couple of sports questions into a themed round – the theme in this case being the name Fred – then they notice (and protest) less. You can’t please all of the people all of the time, but you can stop them moaning . . . Identify the following:

  1. Actor best known for being in the Scooby-Doo movies and marrying Sarah Michelle Gellar, whom he met on the set of I Know What You Did Last Summer.

  2. The former CEO of the Royal Bank of Scotland. He presided over a near-decade of boom and bust at the bank, the bust part forcing the UK government into taking RBS into public ownership. He was knighted in 2004 but this honour was annulled in 2012, a rare move.

  3. The birth names of movie dance couple Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers.

  4. Nickname of former England Test cricketer Andrew Flintoff.

  5. The villainous killer in the Nightmare on Elm Street franchise, he of the flayed face and scalpel finger.

  6. The guitarist with the MC5s and, later, Patti Smith’s band. He and Patti were married in 1980 and remained a couple until Smith’s premature death in 1994, aged forty-six.

  7. German film-maker who moved to Hollywood in the 1930s, best known for the early sci-fi masterpiece Metropolis. In Hollywood he made a series of excellent films noir, including Big Heat, with Glenn Ford and Gloria Grahame, one of the best of the genre.

  8. Of Manchester United and Brazil; United paid Shakhtar Donetsk around £50m for him in the summer of 2018 – at the time of writing it seems that the Ukrainian side got the better of that deal.

  9. A Louisiana band who had a one-off hit in 1968 with ‘Judy in Disguise (with Glasses)’.

10. A basset hound in a classic Daily Mail comic strip first launched in 1963.

Answers


QUIZ 16. VOCAB TEST

___________

I like to slip in the odd Words Round; people usually score quite well in these, and such rounds don’t demand any specialist knowledge. The questions here are more like those in a crossword than a straight quiz, but they work nicely as a bit of a change. The number in brackets is the number of letters in the answer – it eliminates most of the potential ambiguities. All these words begin with the same letter (R).

  1. From the French, mildly suggestive or naughty (6).

  2. To restore or restock to a former or agreed level (9).

  3. In heraldry, to describe an animal standing on one hind foot with both forefeet in the air (7).

  4. The entourage of a VIP or royal personage (7).

  5. Policy or diplomacy based on pragmatism rather than ideology or ethics (11).

  6. Small ceramic serving dish, usually with round edges (7).

  7. A slender blade used in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries and in some forms of sports fencing (6).

  8. The restoration of a lost item, or the payment of compensation for losses caused (11).

  9. An even-toed ungulate cud-chewing mammal (8).

10. Difficult to control or handle, turbulent and noisy, wildly boisterous, especially of social behaviour or children (12).

Answers


QUIZ 17. FOOD AND DRINK

___________

We all eat. We all drink. But how much do you know about what you consume?

  1. Which famous food emporium is found at 181 Piccadilly, London?

  2. Who baked the cake featured on the front cover of The Rolling Stones’ album, Let It Bleed?

  3. What is the clarified butter used as a base oil in Indian cooking?

  4. Who opened a small chocolate shop in Bull Street, Birmingham, in 1824?

  5. What became known as ‘Wilson’s gravy’ in the 1960s, due to then-Prime Minister Harold Wilson’s supposed enthusiasm for the product?

  6. Which of these peppers is graded as the hottest: jalapeno, tabasco or Scotch bonnet?

  7. If you are served slices of edible raw fish in Japan, what are you eating?

  8. Grüner Veltliner is a trendy white wine grape first sold to the UK by winemakers from which country?

  9. Which vitamin’s primary function is to promote the hormone that aids bone growth and formation?

10. The mango is a member of which fruiting plant family, the name of which is most commonly applied to a type of nut?

Answers


QUIZ 18. CANADA

___________

Here’s a tip. If you meet a North American and you can’t place their accent, guess Canadian. If you guess American and they are Canadian, they will hate you, whereas the reverse is less likely. Canadians view Americans with the same contempt that many Scots hold for the English.

So here’s a quiz for you, our Canadian friends.

  1. Which is the only Canadian city to host the Summer Olympics?

  2. In which decade did the colonies of Canada, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia amalgamate to form the beginnings of modern Canada?

  3. Who won a gold medal for Canada in the men’s super-heavyweight boxing division at the 1988 Olympic Games in Seoul?

  4. Toronto is Canada’s largest city: which are the next two largest? And what is the country’s administrative capital?

  5. Which Canadian territory comprising the north-east of the country was separated formally from the Northern Territories as a separate entity in 1999? It has a population of around 36,000 spread over a space the size of Mexico.

  6. Which book by Michael Ondaatje, made into an Academy Award-winning film by Anthony Minghella a few years later, made the author the first Canadian winner of the Booker Prize?

  7. What is Canada’s only Major League baseball team?

  8. The Edible Woman (1969) was the first full-length novel by which Canadian writer?

  9. Which Western Canadian settlement, originally named Gastown, shares a connection with Hastings, having been built to service the Hastings Mill logging business?

10. Who are the only father and son to have served as prime minister of Canada?

Answers


QUIZ 19. MIXED BAG

___________

A good, old-fashioned general knowledge round, which may well come as a blessed relief after all that complicated themed stuff.

  1. Constantinople is an old Western name for which modern city? What name did the Romans give this city?

  2. Which card game has a gin version to it?

  3. Which Latin phrase is used to describe one’s old school or college?

  4. Which award-winning Polish-French film director is unable to visit the United States because of unresolved charges dating back to the early 1970s of sexual relations with a minor?

  5. What is the other alcoholic element alongside vodka in a Cosmopolitan?

  6. Which American author left ten years between writing The Secret History, her debut novel, and The Little Friend, then a further eleven years until she wrote the Pulitzer Prize-winning Goldfinch?

  7. Tariff, almanac and hazard are all words that came into the English language via which other tongue? Is it Arabic, Greek, Indian or Serbo-Croat?

  8. Spanish giant Santander gained a significant foothold in the UK banking market with their purchase of which company in 2004?

  9. Which artist is at the heart of the novel and film Girl with a Pearl Earring?

10. The US-backed dictator General Batista was overthrown and deposed in 1959 in which country?

Answers


QUIZ 20. MOVIE MIXED BAG

___________

A broad-based selection of movie questions. Movies are tricky because, unless they are outstanding, they are easily forgotten and not re-watched in the way we listen to music over and over again. We’ve tried to mix it up, with a nod to genre and indie movies as well as including mainstream and award-winning stuff.

  1. Which 1994 film involved the hiring of a detective to find a mascot lost by the Miami Dolphins football team?

  2. Which Taiwanese film director became part of the Hollywood mainstream after winning the Best Foreign Film Academy Award for Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon?

  3. Who appeared in the third Die Hard film (Die Hard with a Vengeance) as Simon Gruber, brother of Hans, the main antagonist played by Alan Rickman in the first movie in the series?

  4. Robert Altman assembled an impressive array of talent for his 2001 portmanteau country-house film Gosford Park: which of them played singer/composer Ivor Novello? Was it Charles Dance, Tom Hollander, Jeremy Northam or Clive Owen?

  5. What type of creature is Sid (voiced by John Leguizamo) in Ice Age and its sequels?

  6. Who wrote the eerie music to John Carpenter’s siege thriller Assault on Precinct 13 (1974)?

  7. Crazy Heart saw which respected Hollywood star play a declining country star called Bad Blake?

  8. Who directed the hit 1994 comedy Four Weddings and a Funeral? Was it Richard Curtis, Sam Mendes, Mike Newell or Christopher Nolan?

  9. Marion Cotillard won an Academy Award for her role in La Vie en Rose: who was she playing in this 2007 biopic?

10. In the 1970 film A Man Called Horse, starring Richard Harris as an English aristocrat, what other language is spoken apart from English?

Answers


QUIZ 21. KINGS

___________

A themed quiz on Kings. We’re not necessarily talking about the sceptred kind of king; you know, the ones with the big jewelled hats and ermine-trimmed robes.

  1. Which King died on 4 April 1968?

  2. Ben E. King, who had a huge hit with ‘Stand by Me’, also had a hit as the lead singer in which American soul vocal group?

  3. Which King won an Academy Award for his performance in the musical film of My Fair Lady?

  4. ‘Your Love is King’ was the debut single and a Top 10 hit off Diamond Life, the debut album of which soul band?

  5. Billie Jean King won twelve major singles titles in her tennis career and also a ton of doubles titles, both ladies and mixed. Which younger player, a protégée of King, was her partner for her final three major wins?

  6. England footballer Ledley King was forced to retire early after a series of chronic knee problems dogged his career. Which was his only club?

  7. The Gunslinger (1982) was the first in which series of novels by Stephen King?

  8. Don King is best known as an entrepreneur in which sport?

  9. Who starred as psychotic Frank White in Abel Ferrara’s 1990 crime thriller The King of New York?

10. Mark King was the distinctive bass guitar player and singer in which band, formed in the 1980s?

Answers


QUIZ 22. KINGS AND QUEENS

___________

Now you can put your history hats on and remember those family trees and chronologies. This one is about crowned heads and dynastic deeds.

  1. Gustavus Adolphus, killed at the Battle of Lützen in 1632, was a great military commander who briefly turned which European nation into a major power?

  2. Umberto II had a brief reign as the last king of which country before a referendum voted in a Republic in 1946?

  3. What connects Jack Daniels and the French throne for two hundred years? (1589–1792)

  4. Which battle in Ireland in 1690 cemented William of Orange’s place on the English throne and effectively ended Roman Catholic influence on the royal family?

  5. Who was the first woman to reign as undisputed sole monarch of England after the Norman conquest?

  6. Harold Harefoot, King of England from 1035 to 1040, was the son of which powerful Danish-born king?

  7. Who, in 1743, at the Battle of Dettingen, was the last English king to be present on an active battlefield?

  8. Edward VII, who acceded to the British throne on the death of Queen Victoria, was the first monarch of which Royal House, which later changed its name to the rather less Germanic Windsor?

  9. Henri II of France had four sons. All died without issue, leaving Henri III, King of Navarre, as the clear rightful heir to the throne. Why was his claim disputed?

10. Who was sitting on the throne of England and Scotland when the Act of Union formally joined the states of England and Scotland in 1707, forming, along with Wales, the new state of Great Britain?

Answers


QUIZ 23. QUEENS

___________

As per Quiz 21, not crowned heads, but Queen as a name, a place name, a fictional name, all that kind of stuff.

  1. Who rode a motorbike into a barbed-wire fence after a memorable chase scene in The Great Escape?

  2. In which Queen song did she keep her ‘Moet and Chandon in a pretty cabinet’?

  3. What is the name of the stadium in the borough of Queens in New York that plays host to the US Open Tennis Tournament?

  4. Which fictional mystery writer and amateur sleuth was created in book form and for TV by Frederic Dannay and Manfred Bennington Lee, writing jointly under the same name as their fictional character?

  5. Who was nominated for a Best Supporting Actress award for her performance in the 2002 musical film, Chicago?

  6. In which book did Lewis Carroll create a character called The Red Queen?

  7. Which movie directed by Steve McQueen won an Academy Award for Best Film, although McQueen failed to win the Best Director award?

  8. Under what guise does Oliver Queen conduct his superhero activities on TV?

  9. The White Queen, The Red Queen and The Kingmaker’s Daughter make up The Cousins’ War trilogy, a series of historical novels set in Tudor England by which author?

10. Marc Bolan nicked the riff for his hit ‘Get It On’ from ‘Little Queenie’, a rock-and-roll song covered by both The Beatles and The Rolling Stones. Who wrote the song and recorded the original version?

Answers


QUIZ 24. WORLD CUP RECORDS

___________

Move on quickly if you aren’t a footie buff. If you’re unsure, give it a try; these aren’t too horrendous. We love the World Cup; it is much bigger than just football. Some younger commentators argue that the Champions League is a bigger test, but that’s nonsense. The Champions League is determined by money – the World Cup, for all FIFA’s nauseous marketing, is determined by talent.

  1. Which team was allowed to keep the original Jules Rimet Trophy when they won the World Cup for a third time in 1970?

  2. Which is the only country to have competed in three World Cup Finals and lost all of them (to 2018)?

  3. Canada, Kuwait, Israel, Venezuela: which of these nations has never appeared in a World Cup Finals tournament?

  4. Which two sides have won the World Cup on just one occasion (to 2018)?

  5. And which two have ended up as the losers on their only appearance in the final?

  6. Belgium, Netherlands, Russia (incl. USSR), Switzerland: which of these has played in the most Finals tournaments?

  7. Which country has played in the most tournaments (eight) without ever making it past the first round/group stage?

  8. Which team, never to have won the World Cup, has lost the most matches (twenty-seven) in World Cup Finals’ tournaments?

  9. Which two participants at the 2018 World Cup were competing in a Finals tournament for the first time?

10. England declined to send a team to the World Cup in the years before the Second World War. Since their first appearance in 1950, on how many occasions have they failed to qualify for the Finals?

Answers


QUIZ 25. LORDS AND LADIES

___________

Not quite the crowned heads of the last couple of rounds, but folk of title, whether inherited, earned or assumed.

  1. Which political party was founded by Screaming Lord Sutch in 1983?

  2. By what name is the long-haired Countess of Mercia, who died in 1067, better known?

  3. By what name was comic character Lord Marmaduke of Bunkerton better known?

  4. Who directed the 1938 mystery thriller The Lady Vanishes, starring Margaret Lockwood and Michael Redgrave?

  5. Ralph, Jack and Piggy are the main protagonists in which dystopian novel, a standard school text since its publication in 1954?

  6. The musical film My Fair Lady is based on the play Pygmalion, written by which Irish dramatist?

  7. What did Thomas Lord establish in north-west London in 1814?

  8. ‘Children at your feet; wonder how you manage to make ends meet?’ Who are we singing about?

  9. The Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster is a sinecure, or honorary title, that is usually paired with which Cabinet post?

10. Which novel, published by Penguin in 1928, was the subject of a ground-breaking obscenity trial in 1960, won by the publisher against Her Majesty’s Crown Prosecution Service?

Answers


QUIZ 26. IDENTIFY AND EXPLAIN

___________

This is a music round. We’ve given you ten names and phrases – you have to tell us something about them. Two points per question; the more detail you give, the better. For example, if I’d written Quadrophenia, a good answer would be ‘1973 album by The Who made into a 1979 film directed by Franc Roddam’. Mention of only the album or only the film would get you just one point.

  1. Trout Mask Replica.

  2. Héloise Létissier.

  3. Dan Auerbach and Patrick Carney.

  4. Andrew Loog Oldham.

  5. Earl Sweatshirt.

  6. Aston ‘Family Man’ Barrett.

  7. Anohni.

  8. One Little Indian.

  9. Vince Clarke.

10. Greil Marcus.

Answers


QUIZ 27. A POT POURRI OF POINTLESS TRIVIA

___________

Or, in other words, a general knowledge round.

  1. In a book called The Encyclopedia of Animal Rights and Animal Welfare, which other Victorian book is described by the editor as ‘the most influential anti-cruelty novel of all time’?

  2. What is the name of the political party that champions Welsh nationalism?

  3. Which European capital city’s name means White City?

  4. Which French city houses a museum devoted entirely to the works of the Russian-born artist Marc Chagall? Is it Marseille, Nice, Cannes or Monte Carlo?

  5. What is the width of the English Channel between Dover and Calais? Is it 15 miles/24 km, 21 miles/34 km, 25 miles/40 km or 35 miles/56 km?

  6. Which director made the startling TV film Cathy Come Home and the award-winning social drama Kes in the 1960s?

  7. Tomorrow Never Dies starred which actor as 007 James Bond?

  8. What was cloned by the Roslin Institute in 1997?

  9. Which cartoon villain had a dog called Muttley?

10. Which fashion designer set up his (mainly) menswear company in the mid-1970s and burst into the limelight with his costumes for Richard Gere in American Gigolo (1980)?

Answers


QUIZ 28. THE APPLIANCE OF SCIENCE

___________

No, not a round on Zanussi, but a general science-based quiz. I often get complaints from people who have studied sciences that quiz books or TV programmes like University Challenge are biased towards the arts. It’s true, but there are perfectly good reasons for this. Well-read science students are much more common than scientifically knowledgeable arts students, and people of all persuasions enjoy film, music and sports, hence the dominance of these topics in pub quizzes and books.

  1. Which comet was last seen in 1986 and appears in the Bayeux Tapestry?

  2. We’ve most of us sent or received an image as a JPEG, but for what does this acronym stand?

  3. Which element, listed as atomic number 12 and found in the periodic table with the alkaline earth metals, exists only in compound state and burns when exposed to heat with a fierce white light?

  4. When did the ounce cease to be a measurement in the UK for legal purposes? Was it 1972, 1990, 2000 or 2012?

  5. Jane Goodall is best remembered for her work and research with which species?

  6. Which scientist, inventor of the zinc-carbon battery and flash photography, gives his name to an essential piece of equipment in any laboratory?

  7. American mathematician Grace Hopper was the pioneer and primary mover behind which computer system, the most widely used in the last century?

  8. Sir Joseph Banks was a botanist and traveller who served as King George III’s adviser on which major botanical project?

  9. Why is the jackrabbit misnamed?

10. Bariatric surgery is an interventionist medical procedure for what condition?

Answers
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