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	INTRODUCTION

	Welcome to 1,001 World Cup 2026 Trivia Questions and Answers — the most comprehensive football trivia book ever written about the world's greatest sporting tournament. Whether you are a lifelong football devotee who has watched every World Cup since childhood, a newcomer who fell in love with the game at the most recent tournament, or someone who simply wants to be the most knowledgeable person in the room at any football gathering, this book has been created for you.

	The FIFA World Cup is unlike any other sporting event on Earth. Every four years, the entire world stops to watch as forty-eight nations — starting in 2026 — compete across weeks of drama, brilliance and heartbreak for football's ultimate prize. From the first tournament in Uruguay in 1930, through the golden eras of Pelé and Maradona, to the modern battles between Messi and Mbappé, the World Cup has produced more iconic moments, more legendary players and more unforgettable matches than any other competition. This book contains one thousand and one questions that celebrate every dimension of that extraordinary history.

	The book is organised into ten chapters, each covering a different theme. Chapter 1 takes you through the full history of the tournament from 1930 to 2022. Chapter 2 focuses on the 2026 World Cup itself — the host nations of the USA, Canada and Mexico, the venues, the format and the excitement building toward the first 48-team tournament. Chapters 3 and 4 celebrate the legendary teams and players who have defined the competition. Chapters 5 and 6 dive deep into records, statistics and the most memorable matches ever played. Chapter 7 explores the tactical and managerial side of the game, while Chapter 8 takes you on a tour of the great stadiums and cities that have hosted the World Cup. Chapter 9 focuses on the qualification journey and the road to 2026, and Chapter 10 is the Grand Final Lightning Round — a mixed challenge of all difficulties to crown the ultimate World Cup trivia champion.

	Each chapter is divided into five rounds of questions, and every chapter ends with a complete answer key so you can check your score immediately. Interspersed throughout the book you will find Trivia Fact callout boxes with surprising pieces of football knowledge, Did You Know boxes with stories you may never have heard before, Score Check boxes to keep track of your progress, and Fun Fact boxes with the kind of entertaining detail that makes football so endlessly fascinating.

	This book is designed for everyone. You can use it as a solo study guide to deepen your World Cup knowledge, as a party game to challenge friends and family, as a classroom resource, as a long-car-journey activity, or simply as a companion to the 2026 World Cup itself — reading a chapter per round of the tournament as the drama unfolds in North America. There are no time limits and no strict rules. The only goal is to have fun, to learn something new on every page, and to develop a richer appreciation of the sport that unites more people than any other human activity.

	A note on accuracy: every effort has been made to verify all facts, figures and records against the most authoritative sources available. Football statistics are occasionally subject to revision as historical research continues, and some questions involve events or predictions about 2026 that were accurate at the time of writing. Where reasonable people might disagree about an answer, we have indicated the most widely accepted interpretation. If you believe an answer needs updating based on new information, please accept our apologies and move on — there are still 1,000 more questions to enjoy.

	The 2026 FIFA World Cup in the United States, Canada and Mexico promises to be the greatest tournament ever staged. One hundred and four matches across sixteen world-class venues, forty-eight passionate nations, and billions of viewers watching from every country on Earth. This book is your preparation, your companion, and your celebration of everything that makes the World Cup special. Now — let the questions begin.

	 


CHAPTER 1

	THE BEAUTIFUL GAME BEGINS

	[image: Image]

	The World Cup is not just a football tournament. It is the single greatest sporting event on Earth — a competition that brings together nations from every corner of the globe, uniting billions of fans in shared anticipation, heartbreak and unbridled joy. Since Uruguay hosted and won the first tournament in 1930, the World Cup has grown from a modest gathering of thirteen nations into a colossal festival watched by over a billion people simultaneously. This chapter takes you on a journey through that extraordinary history — from the dust of Montevideo in 1930 to the breathtaking drama of Qatar in 2022. You will encounter legends who changed the game, moments that stopped the world, and results that defied all expectation. By the time you have completed all five rounds in this chapter, you will have a thorough grounding in the great story of international football's most treasured prize. The questions range from the landmark events of the early years to the modern era of VAR, semi-automated technology and global superstars. Whether you are a casual fan or a dedicated football scholar, there is something in these pages to challenge and surprise you. Sharpen your pencils, gather your teammates, and let the adventure begin.

	Round 1 — The Early Years 1930-1954

	Round 1 of Chapter 1 — The Early Years 1930-1954. Test your knowledge across 20 carefully crafted questions. Record your answers on a separate sheet or keep a running mental tally — the answer key is at the end of this chapter.

	1. Which country hosted the very first FIFA World Cup in 1930?

	2. In what year was the first FIFA World Cup held?

	3. Which team won the inaugural 1930 World Cup final?

	4. Uruguay defeated which South American rival in the 1930 final?

	5. What was the score in the very first World Cup final?

	6. Who scored the first officially recognised hat-trick in World Cup history, as confirmed by FIFA?

	7. Which European country won the 1934 World Cup?

	8. Italy won back-to-back World Cups — in which two years?

	9. The 1938 World Cup was hosted by which European country?

	10. How many years was the World Cup suspended due to World War II?

	11. The 1950 World Cup was held in which South American country?

	12. The dramatic 1950 match where Uruguay stunned Brazil is known by which Spanish nickname?

	13. Who scored Uruguay winning goal in the 1950 Maracanazo against Brazil?

	14. What was the score in the 1950 Maracanazo?

	15. The 1954 World Cup was held in which European country?

	16. The 1954 final between West Germany and Hungary is nicknamed what?

	17. What was the final score in the Miracle of Bern?

	18. Which West German striker scored twice in the second half to complete the 1954 comeback?

	19. Who was the top scorer at the 1930 World Cup with eight goals?

	20. How many European nations participated in the inaugural 1930 World Cup?

	Round 2 — The Golden Era 1958-1978

	Round 2 of Chapter 1 — The Golden Era 1958-1978. Test your knowledge across 20 carefully crafted questions. Record your answers on a separate sheet or keep a running mental tally — the answer key is at the end of this chapter.

	21. How old was Pelé when he scored in his first World Cup in 1958?

	22. Which country hosted the 1958 World Cup?

	23. How many goals did Pelé score at the 1958 World Cup?

	24. Which country won back-to-back World Cups in 1958 and 1962?

	25. The 1962 World Cup was held in which country?

	26. Who won the Golden Boot at the 1966 World Cup with nine goals?

	27. Which country hosted and won the 1966 World Cup?

	28. Which English striker scored a hat-trick in the 1966 World Cup final?

	29. What was the score when England won the 1966 World Cup final?

	30. Brazil won their third World Cup in 1970, earning the right to keep which trophy forever?

	31. Where was the 1970 World Cup held?

	32. Which captain lifted the trophy for Brazil celebrated 1970 side?

	33. Who scored an extraordinary solo goal to cap Brazil 4-1 win in the 1970 final?

	34. Which West German striker won the Golden Boot at the 1974 World Cup with four goals?

	35. Which country hosted the 1974 World Cup?

	🎯   TRIVIA FACT

	The very first World Cup in 1930 had no qualifying rounds — FIFA simply invited nations to participate. Only thirteen teams accepted.

	36. Who did West Germany defeat in the 1974 World Cup final?

	37. Which Dutch legend refused to travel to Argentina for the 1978 World Cup as a political stand?

	38. Which country won the 1978 World Cup on home soil?

	39. What was the score when Argentina won the 1978 final?

	40. Which French striker scored 13 goals at the 1958 World Cup — still the record for a single tournament?

	Round 3 — The Modern Game 1982-1998

	Round 3 of Chapter 1 — The Modern Game 1982-1998. Test your knowledge across 20 carefully crafted questions. Record your answers on a separate sheet or keep a running mental tally — the answer key is at the end of this chapter.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Round 4 — The New Century 2002-2014

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Round 5 — The Recent Chapters 2018-2022
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