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Page of Wands

Alice stood in the tarot reading room near the shelf where the special desk was. She spread the cards and drew one. She straightened up the deck and looked at the card she had drawn. She knew Eliot was working in the greenhouse once again and listening to music. She smiled. She could hear her aunt coming into the house with a client.

Alice left the room and was upstairs before anyone saw her. She stepped inside her room and sat down at her desk. She set the card to the side and found the corresponding cards in her decks. She looked at the Page of Wands in three different versions and opened her notebook. She grabbed her pen.

She smiled at this page. She wrote down her notes and didn’t worry about the time. Before she was aware of it, she had quite a few notes on the card when she heard the music stop and Madeline cooking in the kitchen.

Alice put her pen down and stood up. She left her room and walked downstairs. She kept walking until she was inside the kitchen.

Madeline didn’t turn around. “What’s the card of the day, Alice?”

“Page of Wands.”

Madeline nodded. “So, the last of the pages today. What is the upright meaning?”

Alice said, “The upright meaning is a loyal and true person who speaks well of others. They can be an envoy, messenger or stranger coming to help. They can be intelligent, strange, but trustworthy and generous. It can also be good news or a new project or creative idea.”

Madeline nodded. “What of the reverse meaning?”

“The reverse meaning is a dishonorable person and bad news. An inability to make decisions. Or it could be cruel and malicious stories.”

Madeline nodded. “You can have another card tomorrow.”

Eliot stepped into the kitchen and set the table. Alice got drinks for everyone and Madeline served everyone. They sat down and enjoyed their meal together. They ate in silence as there was no reason to discuss work now. The card of the day was studied and the orders could wait until they were done.

They finished eating and Madeline left the kitchen to let another client into the tarot reading room. Alice and Eliot washed the dishes and cleaned the kitchen. It didn’t take them long to finish their chores. Then they went to the greenhouse to check on orders.

Eliot displayed the orders on the big screen and turned on some music. He and Alice quickly found what they needed to work on. They got started as fast as they could. They never worried about the time it took them to craft individual items for orders. Some were already made. They just had to pack them up in their respective boxes.

Then they checked to see what else they would need. They kept working until they got the big orders done, packaged, sealed and labeled. The delivery person arrived and took the boxes away with another smile.

Alice and Eliot checked the remaining orders and knew they would be done before long. So, they finished the remaining orders and then worked on their stock to ensure they wouldn’t run out of what they needed for the rest of the day and the next day.

They didn’t worry about when Madeline took her nap. They knew she didn’t mind the music. She could sleep when she needed to and they could do their work.

Alice blinked as she checked the remaining orders and their stock. “Are we done for the day already?”

Eliot checked. “Yeah, we are.”

“Well, that’s good.”

He smiled. “I’d suggest a walk, but I think we’ll have dinner soon. So, we should just stay here.”

She smiled. “You’re an upright Page of Wands.”

“I am?” He smiled at her. “Is that the card of the day?”

She nodded. “You are so strange. Much stranger than anyone I ever knew before, but you’re also loyal and true.”

“Why thank you. I do my best.”

She smiled at him. “I’m glad I met you.”

“Glad to hear it.”

She put her arms around his neck and he slipped his arms around her waist. Neither wanted to let go. Soon they were swaying in time to the music. They were unaware of everything and anyone around them. The neighborhood cats saw them and made no comments.

Madeline found them dancing together and smiled. She didn’t want to interrupt them. So, she waited and watched them with a smile on her face. Alice eventually noticed her aunt watching them. Alice let go of Eliot and he let go of her soon afterwards.

“Hi, Madeline.”

He smiled at Madeline.

Madeline still smiled. “I hate to interrupt even though I figured you were done with your work for the day. Any changes in the orders today?”

Eliot answered, “Not much. We are able to keep up. We tend to make more of the popular items to save us time later. I know it helps me when I get orders and Alice has already made the items she does and I don’t. We also make sure we have a supply of what we need so it won’t take long for us to complete orders everyday.”

Madeline nodded. “I see there is plenty of stock for not just the stores, but for clients who stop by too. I’m just glad everyone is so happy about what you two do. Ever thought about selling some items at one of the local markets?”

Eliot and Alice blinked.

Eliot said, “I think that would be a good idea.”

Alice shrugged. “It wouldn’t hurt, but I also don’t want to overdo it if we can’t keep up.”

Madeline nodded. “Well, think about it. Perhaps not everyday, but there is a holiday coming up and I know there will be a special market here. You might want to get a booth and stock it with plenty of your popular items.”

Alice said, “Perhaps we should mention we also make hypoallergenic items too.”

Madeline nodded. “Now you’re on to something. I’m going to cook now. You two think about it.” She went to the kitchen.

Eliot blinked. “Well, what do you think about that idea?”

“Perhaps we should. I don’t think it will hurt. I just hope we continue to have enough clients so we will have what we need and a little extra in case of surprises.”

He nodded. “Okay, then I suppose we need to figure out what we want to have on hand to sell and what we need to do to sign up.” He picked up his tablet computer and soon found the information. “Here, this doesn’t sound so bad. We do meet all their requirements.”

Alice nodded. “Alright, then let’s sign up.”

He filled out the form as she looked at their current stock. When he was done, they both took notes of what the popular items they crafted were. Then they wrote down how many they should have for the market days.

They were happy thinking about what they would do and how they would set up their little booth. They didn’t want anything that big. Just big enough to show the variety of items they tended to craft. They finished up about the time Madeline was done cooking.

They went to the kitchen. Eliot set the table and Alice grabbed drinks. Madeline served everyone and they sat down.

Eliot said, “Alice and I have been planning what we want to do for the special market days.”

Alice said, “We’ve signed up for a small booth and made a list of what items we want to bring for sale.”

Madeline smiled. “Good. I might come and help out.”

Alice said, “You don’t have to overdo it, Madeline. Eliot and I can handle it.”

Madeline said, “I know you two can handle it, but I’m curious too. It won’t be all day, so I should be fine.”

Eliot said, “Madeline, you’re welcome to be there if you want to. Alice and I will take care of the crafting.”

Madeline smiled. “I’m counting on you two doing all the crafting and packaging. I know you both are doing an excellent job. You’re both trustworthy. I’m glad I don’t have to supervise either one of you.”

Alice and Eliot smiled. They finished the meal in silence. When they were done, Madeline went to check her schedule for tarot readings. Alice and Eliot washed dishes and cleaned the kitchen.

Eliot asked, “Alice, are you too tired to go for a walk with me now?”

She shook her head.

He smiled. “Let’s go then.”

They left the house soon afterwards. Madeline smiled as she saw them out taking a walk around the neighborhood. She wasn’t worried about either of the young elves. They were still learning and growing. She was happy with their progress. She had no doubt they would keep improving.

Eliot offered his hand to Alice and she took it. They walked hand in hand while the neighborhood cats watched them saying nothing. They wagged their tails in contentment. The young elves were quite happy knowing they were true and loyal to each other. They didn’t ask for anything more in that moment. They loved each other and that was all they needed and wanted in the moment.
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