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Children are naturally curious about the world around them, and
curiosity is a powerful motivation for reading. Information books
like this one allow you to feed your childrens interests and create
readers who not only can read but want to read!

Interesting informational books such as the National Geographic
Readers help your children learn more about the world we live
in, while helping them with reading comprehension. And stud-
ies show that informational reading is critical to success as they
progress through school.

With the earliest levels in this series, you and your children will
want to read together. Even after your children can read alone,
theyll still enjoy reading time with you. Either way, keep in mind
that when parents show that reading is fun, rather than a set of
skills to be learned, their children achieve more, and learn more.

Sincerely,


Mariam Jean Dreher
Professor of Reading Education
University of Maryland, College Park
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When animals travel from one region or 
habitat to another, it is called migration. 
Animals migrate in search of food or a mate. 
Migration helps animals survive on Earth. 


Many animals migrate. The Mali elephant 
is one of them. 


elephants
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Migration: Moving from one 
region or habitat to another 
for food or a mate


Mate: Either a male or female 
in a pair. Most animals need a 
mate to have babies.
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What animal . . .

Can travel up to 90 miles a day?
Has tusks used to dig for water and find food?
Is the largest land animal on Earth?

An elephant!
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Elephants live in Africa and Asia. This 
book is about the elephants that live on
the southern border of the Sahara desert
in Mali, West Africa.


How Do We Measure Up?



An African 
elephant is so
big, it makes 
a six-foot-tall
man look small.


9






[image: The African Elephants skin feet and stats]


SKIN: Wrinkled and gray. 
Elephants spray water and 
dust over their skin to stay 
cool in the hot sun.

FEET: Hooved, with 
spongy pads that absorb 
weight


HEIGHT: 
813 feet tall

WEIGHT: 
5,00014,000 
pounds

LIFE SPAN: 
Up to 70 years

SIZE: 
Largest land 
animal on Earth
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