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Dedication

Dedicated to the memory of my uncle

Knut Hill

1891–1918
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He died in France, in a battle with influenza.

How does one combat, an enemy in the wind?

How to keep up with, a killer so deadly

That it takes all one’s comrades, without being seen?

How to mourn all the fallen?

How to hold back the line?

How to bury the losses

In the dirt of the mind?

Alix Burke, 2021
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Foreword

When I was a boy growing up on a farm near Brookings, South Dakota, the small frame house where I lived with my parents and five sisters had three dominating portraits: Those of my paternal grandparents and their son, my uncle Knut, in a World War 1 uniform. Though I was mildly curious at the time about my uncle, it was only much later that I learned that the portrait had graced the casket where Knut lay during his funeral in January, 1921.His casket could not be opened, which would have been the custom at the time, because his body had decomposed over the time he was buried in a plain grave in France, after he died of influenza/pneumonia on 15 October 1918. Over two years after his death, at my grandmother’s request and the government’s offer to repatriate the dead military from France, Knut was returned home to a hero’s welcome and to a country church cemetery, a few miles from where he was born and grew up.

So now, well over one hundred years later, I have attempted to come to terms with the portrait of this uncle that I never knew and of the community of which he was a part.









Introduction to ‘A Community of Soldiers’

This study explores World War 1 through the filter of one specific county in South Dakota, Lincoln County, a prototype for thousands of such communities throughout the United States. Through this filter, we are able to see what characterized United States involvement generally—sufferings and triumphs, courage and selflessness, as well as a few less commendable aspects of the war to end all wars. Though I intend to keep the big picture before the reader at all times and especially at the beginning of each chapter, I will always return to the individual stories, the unfiltered narratives, that give clarity and meaning to the Lincoln County story.

The term ‘community’ usually evokes a mental picture of a physical region with a defined group of people connected by common values or background. This simplified definition applies to some extent in this study, but the term has come to mean something more specifically and at the same time, something broader in my way of thinking. First of all, ‘a community of soldiers’ identifies a specific group of young men, for the most part, who answered a summons to war, a war so encompassing that within a year and a half, and largely within a year, up to 750 had responded to or been recruited from a rural county in South Dakota, population 14,000, an extraordinary representation for a new war half the world away. They came from small towns in Lincoln County—Canton, Lennox, Worthing, Harrisburg, Fairview, Hudson, Tea, Moe, Schindler, Beresford—so they knew each other well, with many family units one generation away from homesteading days, and only a vague sense of what war involved. The Civil War was remembered mostly by aged veterans in the Grand Army of the Republic, and there were a few veterans who had fought in the more recent Spanish-American War. The National Guard Unit stationed in Canton had gone to the Mexican border in 1916 but had not participated in battle. The brutality of war was experienced only from afar, in the reports from Belgium and France, which served only to inspire a strong response through enlistment and recruitment.

But community came to involve more than just those who wore the uniform. There were the supportive families and friends who saw the boys off and who welcomed them back. There were those who were part of hastily organized boards or organizations like the Draft Board, the Council of Defense, and the Red Cross, groups who had power to organize and direct the civilian lives of those who stayed behind. Newspapers, sermons, and cinema were unified in the message that the Hun must be defeated. It is in this sense that ‘unity with’ (community) one another was markedly demonstrated by most citizens. There were, of course, strains of discord with those who did not necessarily do what was expected of them for the war effort, those who had tentatively spoken out against the war, those who did not wholeheartedly buy war bonds, and even those farmers whose husbandry was not deemed productive enough to support the food program for the allies. These were the exceptions, publicized as ‘slackers’, and dismissed by those in power.

Many of the men who went off to train, and many of those who went on to France thereafter, belonged to military units that had large numbers of their neighborhood friends and, in some cases, of their families. The 147th Field Artillery, a federalized National Guard Unit with its headquarters unit based in Canton, was the best example of a ‘community of soldiers’ from the same local area, but there were other military groups with neighborhood representation, though in much smaller numbers than the representatives from the 147th. Many of the soldiers who were mobilized later in 1918, in June and July, were hurried through basic training and moved on, assigned to ‘Depot Brigades’, from which replacements were taken to fill in for losses in existing units or to become a part of new units. Infantry, for example, became ‘tankers’ or ‘machine gunners’, both new types of warfare for Americans that required manpower not necessarily trained for such experience. The huge rapid mobilization did not allow for the cohesive community connections that might have been retained at an earlier time, when during the Civil War, entire regiments would be raised from the same state or town. It is easier to maintain morale when neighborhood friends or family are around during times of stress. Again, the 147th Field Artillery is a good example: when they sailed over on the Olympic, there were 46 from Lincoln County; in 1919, when the Kansas returned with the 147th, only 28 Lincoln Countians among the 1366 were on the manifest. The original unit had been scattered, in part by casualties, but also by transfers to other units.

Every war, no matter how well supported, has its casualties. The number who died in Lincoln County was 28 in the course of the war and its immediate aftermath, from May, 1918 to March, 1919. One usually thinks of casualties as those who die of or who are wounded by combat in battle, but seventeen actually died of ‘disease’, most commonly the raging influenza of that year, as compared with nine who died in combat or from wounds suffered in combat (and two who died of other causes). It must have been a bewildered public who were confronted by the casualties of this ‘other war’, but they responded in a community way to all deaths, honoring those who died of the virus as well as those who died by the bullet. A number of American Legion posts were named after those who died, whether by combat or from the flu. Among those who were wounded, a number came home whole and resumed their civilian lives, but many suffered in hospital long after the Armistice. And for all who suffered openly in hospital, there were doubtless others who were hidden casualties, who bore mental and emotional wounds.

It was also a sign of the times that women in uniform, three Red Cross nurses and a YMCA worker, were publicly recognized within this community. However few in number they were, they altered the impression of what women could do in times of war. Moreover, they reflected what was going on in the community, with women—mothers, sisters, wives, and many others—registering and volunteering to support the Doughboys in various ways. They cooked dinners to send them off, they made clothes to keep them warm, and they raised money in patriotic drives so that their cause could succeed. In numbers far exceeding that of men, they were Red Cross workers who enabled student nurses in their training, who established clinics for the general health welfare, particularly examinations for children, and who worked to raise the nutritional standards of the county—public health concerns that at a later time would become public policy. It is somewhat surprising to the modern reader that days before the Armistice was signed on November 11th, the Suffrage Amendment would be passed in South Dakota on November 5th. In the course of this war, women became an important even if not equal part of the Community of Soldiers.

It may seem odd to include ships in a study of a community of soldiers from Lincoln County, South Dakota. Yet, they were the means by which the troops were moved to France, over two million from the United States and over 200 from Lincoln County. Ships do have their distinctive character by which they are remembered in history or fiction, whether it be Lord Nelson’s Victory, Melville’s Pequod, or the Titanic. In World War 1, there were magnificent ships like the Olympic and the Leviathan on which the Lincoln County soldiers sailed, and other ships of lesser stature that moved fruit and other mundane consumer goods prior to and following the conflict, ships like the Pastores. In all, the Lincoln County troops moved to France on 84 different ships and returned on 100. And it was on a very ordinary cargo ship, the Wheaton, that about half of the 45,000 dead were returned to the States on different voyages after the war; eleven of those dead came back to Lincoln County on the Wheaton. Some ships had character and others did not, but it was remarkable that very few of the ships, whether magnificent or ordinary, suffered mishap during their journeys through Atlantic storms and submarine waters. They took the troops to France, and they returned them to their home communities.

How would this war be remembered and memorialized? In the immediate aftermath of the war, there would be patriotic homecomings, and the newly formed American Legion and the more venerable Veterans of Foreign Wars would ensure that the living and the dead would be remembered, especially with the establishment of six American Legion posts throughout the county. In the early 1930s, the United States government sponsored trips to France for the mothers of the fallen who were buried in France, and one Gold Star mother from Lincoln County would represent her community. But also in the early 1930s, there would be veterans marching to Washington, the Bonus Marchers, to demand that the government pay them their promised bonuses. Many of the marchers felt betrayed by a government which chose to disremember their service, and after serious clashes with the ‘peacetime’ army, it was not until later in the decade that the debts were paid.

Though no one actually forgot the Great War and the way it affected the community, other concerns were pressing: the influenza epidemic of 1918 did not entirely go away for several years; the economic euphoria following the war quickly gave way to economic depressions, first in the early 1920s and then catastrophically in the 1930s; and the threats of another world war preoccupied the community in the late 1930s.

World War 1 was certainly not forgotten, but neither did it have the lasting impact on the collective memory that it deserved; yet, it was indeed a momentous time for a short while in the community of Lincoln County, South Dakota.





Chapter 1 A Primer on World War I and Lincoln County, South Dakota

The world must be made safe for democracy.

President Woodrow Wilson

2 April 1917


Prologue

On Tuesday, 5 June 1917, there was a long line at the registration center of Lennox, Lincoln County, South Dakota. This was the first day that men throughout the United States registered for the draft mandated two months earlier by the country’s declaration of war against Germany. On this partly cloudy day with occasional showers, Knut Hill was registrant #57, right behind his brother, registrant #56. His brother Charles, #35, with wife and child, had registered earlier in the day in Canton. Over a year later, Knut’s three other brothers would register in September, 1918. The draft had expanded to include older men (brothers Theodore and Albert) and younger men (brother Gehard). All six men identified farming as their occupation.

Excitement was in the air. The June 5th Sioux Falls Argus Leader had bold front-page headlines, ‘YOUTHS OF NATION RALLY TO FLAG. 10 MILLION AMERICANS SIGN UP FOR DUTY IN DEFENSE OF DEMOCRACY’. Though it would be a year before Knut was called, he was ready to go.

In the First World War, tens of millions of people throughout the world participated, millions died, and truly, the whole world was involved. America’s role in that war was belated, glorified, and eventually pivotal in Germany’s defeat. Though America’s participation was in effect for only the last year of the four-year war, it was a comprehensive whole-hearted effort involving a swift mobilization that affected the entire nation. There were 4.7 million Americans in uniform for the war in the span of mostly one year (though some had enlisted in 1917 and many were discharged in 1919, after the armistice), compared to slightly less than 3 million Americans who fought on both sides in America’s Civil War over a four-year period and among whom some 650,000 died. Of the Americans mobilized in WW 1, 116,516 died, 53,402 of them in combat. But 63,114 American soldiers, not to mention almost 600,000 American civilians, also died from ‘disease’, the world-wide influenza epidemic which was an ‘other’ war in 1918. Because more soldiers died of the influenza than from combat, and that includes Lincoln County, the influenza war becomes a first story without which the full story of World War 1 cannot be understood. The other important and more obvious narrative is the story of how Lincoln County responded to World War 1, which I present by looking at two sources: An impressive memorial document published in 1920, right after the war, and the Lennox Independent, a small-town newspaper which provides a running commentary on 1918, the terrible year and the wonderful year for so many in Lincoln County.



The Other War The Influenza Epidemic

Most histories of the war have focused on the shooting war and its tragic effects, but there was another war going on, not only at the front lines but also at home and, indeed, throughout the world—the battle with the influenza epidemic, sometimes known as the Spanish flu. The ‘causes’ would not be known for nearly 100 years, but the impact was felt everywhere, nowhere better expressed than by Katherine Anne Porter in her classic novella, Pale Horse, Pale Rider:


No more war, no more plague, only the dazed silence that follows the ceasing of the heavy guns; noiseless houses with the shades drawn, empty streets, the dead cold light of tomorrow. Now, there would be time for everything.1



Porter’s novella was based closely on her experience during WW 1 of illness and near death, as well as the illness and actual death of her soldier lover, who was also her caretaker before he himself became ill and died. In these few lines, she condenses the whole terrible experience of the war for both soldiers and civilians, not just the military venture of the American Expeditionary Force (hereafter, AEF) in the last year of the war to end all wars, but also the ‘plague’, the flu pandemic of 1918 that coincided with the military experience of that year.

During the Meuse-Argonne offensive, September 26–November 11, the major military action of the AEF, 17,647 troops were killed in action, whereas 68,760 experienced debilitating disease or illness, mainly the flu.2

It is ironic that this deadly ‘other war’ would not be understood or remembered with the numerous memoirs or the sprawling historical accounts that would be inspired by the shooting war. Laura Spinney3 notes that the World Cat database records 80,000 entries on the war, with only 400 on the Spanish flu.

She states in her introduction (p. 3) that there was a ‘collective forgetting of the greatest massacre of the twentieth century’. But she also notes in her conclusion that the Spanish flu was not actually forgotten, that it is a ‘collective memory…a work in progress’ (p. 289). Alfred Crosby similarly expresses that ‘it [the pandemic] had an enormous influence but one that utterly evades logical analysis and that has been completely ignored by all commentators on the past’.4 It permanently altered the lives of many people, and there was memory of the time, but few memorialized it within the 20th century.5

Where and when did the flu start? Spinney describes in her chapter, ‘The Hunt for Patient Zero’, the three major theories of origin: France, China from which the virus was transmitted by Chinese laborers to the US, and a little town in Kansas near a major military base.6 The Kansas theory is the most commonly accepted: that it began in Haskell, near Camp Funston, which was part of Ft. Riley, Kansas. John Barry (p. 169) describes at length the path of the influenza, from Haskell to Camp Funston, then to various bases throughout the US, and finally overseas via the troop transports. A certain soldier (identified by Spinney as cook Albert Gitchell) became ill on 4 March 1918, and from then on, the virus spread, affecting soldiers from Lincoln County severely since Funston was one of their two main training camps. Funston itself was especially hospitable to the virus, with hot weather and manure dust from thousands of horses and mules affecting the lungs. Some bases and places throughout the US suffered more than others. Among the most severely hit were Camp Devens in Massachusetts, Philadelphia (especially in the fall), New York city, the troop ship Leviathan, San Francisco—in short, no place, large or small, was exempt.

The problem with the influenza illness is that in 1918, no one knew anything about it. At first, it was thought to be caused by bacteria, Pfeiffer’s bacillus, so named for the German scientist Richard Pfeiffer who isolated a bacterium during an earlier flu epidemic in 1892. But the 1918 influenza was different, and any treatment for the bacteria did not work. It was not until 1931 with the invention of the electronic microscope that it was possible to observe the virus, infinitesimally smaller than a bacterium. And it was not until 1996 that a researcher at the AFIP (Armed Forces Institute of Pathology), Jeffrey Taubenberger, and his associate, Ann Reid, were able to isolate the virus in old human lung tissue belonging to a World War 1 South Carolina private, Roscoe Vaughn—tissue that had been preserved for almost 80 years in wax blocks stored in an obscure warehouse in Washington D.C. Their research, their discovery, was buttressed by Johan Hultin, a long retired researcher living in California who, 40 years earlier, as a University of Iowa graduate student, had attempted to examine the virus in an isolated mass graveyard in Alaska, what he thought was an ideal site for preservation of the virus due to the permafrost. But the permafrost was not stable enough to preserve any of the tissue that Hultin sought, and Hultin had to give up and return to Iowa. However, in 1996, after hearing of Taubenberger and Reid’s research, Hultin returned to the same site in Alaska, this time with results: In an obese body, he found live tissue that contained the same H1N1 virus that Taubenberger and Reid had identified, and nine years later, this retired scholar sequenced the Spanish flu genome.7

Because no one knew how to prevent and cure the influenza virus during the war years, there were considerable repercussions for the people in charge—the army base commanders, the doctors in America and abroad, the national directors of public health—all had a public relations stake in dealing with the disease. Yet, since they were so powerless to prevent and to cure, they felt both personal and professional failure from both officials and family, unlike combat surgeons who were celebrated.8 After the war, when told to write up reports on the flu, medical officials ‘would find it difficult to incorporate into their collective memory a pandemic that had been completely out of their control’,9 especially when the country was celebrating the military victory.

Nonetheless, contemporary descriptions of death for those dying of the influenza are unusually many and varied, and the complete files of the military are comprehensive. Barry focuses on the “blood” which was everywhere on a soldier succumbing: ‘Then there was the blood, blood pouring from the body. To see blood trickle, and in some cases spurt, from someone’s nose, mouth, even from the ears or around the eyes, had to terrify. Terrifying as the bleeding was, it did not mean death, but even to physicians, even to those accustomed to thinking of the body as a machine and to trying to understand the disease process, symptoms like those previously unassociated with influenza had to be unsettling. For when the virus turned violent, blood was everywhere.’ (pp. 236–37) Carol Byerly also refers to the effusion of blood but in the context of other terrifying end-of-life symptoms seen especially at camps like Camp Funston: ‘It could produce fevers of 105 and even 106 degrees Fahrenheit that made patients delirious or lethargic to the point of prostration. Patients bled from the nose and ears and coughed up bloody sputum, which one report described quite graphically as “foamy and bloody, and sometimes mixed so completely as to resemble tomato puree”. The flu rendered some patients incontinent and others nauseous. Medical officers found cyanosis, or blueness of the skin from lack of oxygen in the lungs, to be one of the most alarming symptoms.’ (pp. 77–78)

A fictional account of influenza death, though based on factual reports, is Willa Cather’s description of soldier Tannhauser, on the ship Anchises going to France: ‘Big Tannhauser’s fever had left him, but so had everything else. He lay in a stupor. His congested eyeballs were rolled back in his head and only the yellowish whites were visible. His mouth was open and his tongue hung out at one side. From the end of the corridor, Claude had heard the frightful sounds that came from his throat, sounds like violent vomiting, or the choking rattle of a man in strangulation—and indeed, he was being strangled. After three o’clock, the noise of struggle ceased; instantly, the huge figure on the bed became again his good-natured corporal. The mouth closed, the glassy jellies were once more seeing, intelligent human eyes. The face lost its swollen, brutish look and was again the face of a friend. It was almost unbelievable that anything so far gone could come back. He looked up wistfully at his lieutenant as if to ask him something. His eyes filled with tears, and he turned his head away a little. “Mein” arme Mutter!’ He whispered distinctly. A few moments later, he died in perfect dignity, not struggling under torture, but consciously, it seemed to Claude, like a brave boy giving back what was not his to keep.’10

Such historical and fictional accounts give some understanding, however painful it is, to those Lincoln County families who lost sons (and daughters), siblings, even young parents, as well as friends to this ‘other war’. For those who died overseas of the disease, it is tragic timing that in October, exactly in the middle of the seven-week time period that identified the bloody but successful Meuse-Argonne offensive, 26 September–11 November, four soldiers died of ‘disease’ or influenza in France: Alvin T. Dempewolf from Harrisburg died on 7 October, Knut Hill from Lennox on 15 October, William R. Bradshaw from Worthing on 17 October, and Mike Heeren from Lennox on 28 October. Three others from Lennox died before they could even go ‘over there’: Henry Burma, who died early in his training on 3 July at Camp Funston, Kansas; John B. Hoffman, who died on 5 October; and Sam Buse, who died late in the epidemic, on 31 October—both Hoffman and Buse dying at Camp Dodge, Iowa. Overall, during the course of the war and its immediate aftermath, Lincoln County military casualties included nine from combat and wounds incurred, and seventeen from ‘disease’, primarily influenza or its attendant disease, pneumonia.

John Hoffman’s and Sam Buse’s deaths are part of a larger story involving Camp Dodge where so many Lincoln Countians received their early training.11 In a retrospective article from the Des Moines Register, first published in November, 1999, and retrieved ‘from the archives’ in March, 2020, there are startling statistics about the number of flu cases at Camp Dodge and the resulting fatalities. In October of 1918, there were 32,000 soldiers at the camp. Of that number, during that month, over 10,008 had the flu and 1923 had pneumonia; 702 died. The numbers were overwhelming, and the camp’s medical facilities strained to keep up. Moreover, there were inadequate facilities to care for the dead who were moved to Des Moines for embalming, but the Des Moines mortuaries found it impossible to embalm the sudden influx of patients. As a result, a number of bodies sent home without embalming had predictably deteriorated by the time they arrived home. There was also an eyewitness account of naked corpses being loaded into trucks to be hauled elsewhere. Because of the terrible visuals involved, ‘the army refused public comment and quarantined the camp. Daily reports stopped immediately. The story slipped from newspaper and from conversation’.

Among civilians, South Dakota’s flu deaths in 1918 varied, with no discernable pattern.12 In Lincoln County, there were 17 deaths due to influenza, not an unusually large number in a pandemic year. But the counties adjoining Lincoln County had large numbers of deaths: Minnehaha, admittedly a populous county, had 95 deaths; Turner had 36 deaths; Clay, south of Lincoln County, had 31 deaths; and McCook, northwest of Lincoln County, had 44 deaths. Only Union, on the southeastern border with Lincoln County, had fewer deaths—12. Most critical for the vulnerability of Lennox and Worthing was their proximity to Turner County, adjoining western Lincoln County. Obviously, these statistics bear severe scrutiny, especially for 1918. These are only death cases. How many recovery cases of the flu were in these respective counties? My mother, Mary Hovrud, in Grant Township of Lincoln County, was 15 years old when she contracted the flu. Though she never talked about it, the effect on her must have been severe, for she lost all her hair. When she recovered, the formerly long straight hair grew back curly. She lived to 103.

On 15 October, the day when Knut Hill died of the influenza in France, along with numerous other troops during this most deadly month when 195,000 Americans died from flu,13 the New York Times had no stories about the flu until page 10, where two stories appear. The more important one relates to New York city: ‘Will District City in Influenza Fight’, [sic] which relates to several topics—community cooking for ‘stricken families’, ‘new cases on increase’, and ‘many women answer call for nurses’. Later in the same column 3, there is another story identifying a ‘Federal Force [Public Health Service] Ready for Fight on Epidemic’. There is a short list of notable people who were influenza victims, including two physicians at John Hopkins University who had been working on a cure for the virus. Also included was the daughter, Bessie Porter Edwards, of Major General Clarence Edwards, who was in charge of the 26th New England Division which had been seeing heavy fighting on the Western Front. Bessie had been educated in a boarding school in Dobbs Ferry, NY, and in Paris, and had been in ‘pupil nursing’ training at Fort Meade for only two weeks. Bessie’s case is a significant insight into the virulence of the virus and the heroic response by a privileged citizen. One last example from this story is the eighteen-year-old granddaughter of Francis Scott Key, Elizabeth Lloyd Key, who died of pneumonia after the attack by the ‘Spanish flu’.

What is remarkable about this coverage by one of the most influential United States newspapers is that the flu is a back-page story. Yet, the information conveyed on page 10 for this one day, October 15th, is almost stunning in the call for community and nursing help, as well as the identification of well-known people who had died from the flu.

Granted, most of the prominent news was war news, with special attention given to the AEF. The other dominant topic in this one issue is the publicity given to Liberty War Bonds—47 different references in all, many of which are advertisements—but there was also a full-page ad which included information about the concert with headline performers (Enrico Caruso, Jasca Heifetz, John McCormack, and Amelita Galli-Curci) to raise money to wage the war. There does not seem to be any awareness that this event was a virus spreader, only that the concert could raise big bucks for the War Bonds.

Finally, on the local level during this same time period, The Sioux Valley News carried a short but significant front-page story in its 24 October issue. C. L. Wendt, Superintendent of the Lincoln County Board of Health, received this order from the State Board of Health: ‘Influenza is increasing so rapidly and assuming such dangerous proportions, you are hereby ordered to close all schools, places of amusement and prohibit all public gatherings until further ordered by this department. This order is of state wide application.’ Obviously, what was being dismissed, if not ignored, in New York was taken very seriously in Canton, South Dakota.



Lincoln County’s Role in the Great War

The best contemporary source for a profile of Lincoln County during the war years is a 1920 patriotic publication called In the World War: Lincoln County South Dakota (hereafter, ITWW), which celebrates and memorializes the contributions of Lincoln County, both in terms of the men (and a few women) who enlisted or were drafted into the armed services, but also all the activities on the home-front which supported the military.14 This is the order of contents for the Lincoln County publication:


	Front Matter, including the cover and full-page pictures of President Wilson, General Pershing, and Marshall Foch.


	In Memoriam, including a Foreword.


	Honor Roll (of the dead), with large photos, 14 in all.


	Three Lincoln County Nurses who served, with large photos, on one page.


	Lincoln County Officers, with large photos, 8 photos Engebret on one page.


	Enlisted Men, with photos, 30 to a page, 433 in all; this is by far the largest part of the monograph.


	Supplemental Lists of men who had no photos, some of whom were possibly transients or a few who declined to give a picture, ‘having too little interest in their record to appea[r] in a group of American soldiers’. There are 190 listed. Though there is no way to identify those few who had ‘too little interest in their record to appea[r] in a group of American soldiers’, I have found in this list several who served fully and sometimes heroically.


	Log of Lincoln County’s National Guard Company.


	Home Activities.


	Red Cross.


	The Liberty Loan.


	War Savings Stamps.


	United War Work.


	Lincoln County Council of National Defense.


	Women’s Committee, Council of National Defense.


	Four-Minute Men.


	Work of the Draft Board.


	2nd Company, 2nd Regiment, South Dakota Home Guard.


	147th Field Artillery Band.


	An Illustrated Review of the World War.




The ITWW monograph begins with full-page portraits of President Wilson, General George Pershing, and Marshall Foch. Pershing in particular is singled out by the ITWW document for his sterling leadership qualities, and it is his partiality for the type of soldiers to be found in Lincoln County that would resonate with the hometown readers. Pershing was so proud of his Doughboys and believed that the American enlisted man was ‘morally superior to Europe’s supposedly decadent soldier stock’.15 There was also an ethnic-religious quality assigned to the Doughboys by Pershing who viewed the ‘devoutly religious German and Scandinavian farm boys as the “best looking lot of men I have got in France’.” (Herder, p. 59) Moreover, there was a physical impression of the Americans held not only by Pershing: ’They [the troops] looked strangely alike, emanating a powerful impression of ruddy, clean-shaven youth, of lithe, athletic bodies with strong clean limbs—the only really youthful army in the field in 1918’. (Herder, p. 27) Of course, this was an impression by an American captain, accurate in the sense that the Americans had not been fighting to exhaustion for the previous three years. America entered the war with an attitude, but despite early successes, things did not go well, especially at the beginning of the Meuse-Argonne offensive. Pershing was hampered from the beginning by a lack of artillery, aviation, and tanks, most of which were acquired from the French, a fact that left the Americans dependent upon the French. From the beginning, Pershing wanted the American troops to have their own identity, and this was finally granted with the St Mihiel battle and then the transfer of troops to the Meuse-Argonne front, where 600,000 Americans were engaged. But here especially was where problems developed. Pershing had been ordered to attack on an all-out front, but his ‘under-clothed, unsheltered, and increasingly famished’ troops stalled on September 27–30. In the course of trying to realign his seven divisions during terrible weather with almost impossible road conditions, traffic was at a standstill. French Premier Clemenceau came to visit the front but was totally stuck in traffic, so enraging Clemenceau that he wanted Foch to fire Pershing. But Foch, despite his differences with Pershing, declined to do so. ‘Pershing lacked Foch’s intellectual vigor and often seemed to chafe under Foch’s command’, but they were both aggressive and got along (Herder, p. 80). Pershing’s military record was not perfect, but that did not prevent the American public from unalloyed admiration for him.

The ‘Foreword’ and the last section of ITWW, ‘An Illustrated Review of the World War’, which purports to give an unbiased view of WW 1, from its beginning until the Armistice, are general-information sections not distinctive to Lincoln County, though they do identify the other areas covered by the rest of the book. Both sections highlight the main events and direction of the war—the three-year stalemate of the trenches, the alliance of Italy with the Central Powers, the recognition of Russia with its ‘superb armies’,16 and the entry of the US into the war with the rapid mobilization of troops and the numerous civilian committees. An Illustrated Review of the World War is a sixteen-page article, with pictures, that presents the war from the winner’s point of view. The first four pages of the article provide a general view of the war during the first three bloody years and the stalemate at the end of that time. The last twelve pages describe the entrance of the US into the war and the American accomplishments during the last year, primarily in the Meuse-Argonne sector during the September 26th-November 11th campaign. Alongside a clear reflection of heroism and patriotism, this section (and the document as a whole) is unfortunately permeated by prejudice and coercion, more obvious today than at the time of publication.

Other sections of the book focus on the draft boards, the local defense groups such as the Home Guard, and the Red Cross which, at that time, was credited with recruiting nurses. There were other, less defined organizations, such as the ‘Four-Minute Men’ and the ‘Council of National Defense’, which were still very visible in most communities, for better or worse.

All of these programs on a national scale were extraordinary achievements, again within such a short period of time. But to make these programs work, loyalty was required. All of this—the mobilization of men for the military and civilians on the home-front, as well as the united effort to underwrite such a mobilization—involved not only a great appeal but also a demand of the people for their loyalty, and therein lay the rub as the article recedes into fiery rhetoric that affects the tone of some of the local oriented sections: ‘The atrocities of the advancing Huns during the months of their early triumphs and conquest have been called infamous by conservative journalists and correspondents’, and ‘Sedition was lurking only here and there, and this was promptly done away with through the efficient secret service department and popular opinion’. It is this demand for loyalty that affects the tone of the rest of the ITWW document which accurately reflects the mood of the country. David Brion Davis has noted that ‘the years from 1917 to 1921 are probably unmatched in American history for popular hysteria, xenophobia, and paranoid suspicion’.17

One of the most egregious forms of persecution for Conscientious Objectors (CO’s) began at the Rockport Hutterite Colony in Hanson County, west of Sioux Falls.18 On 25 May 1918, three Hofer brothers and a fourth Hutterite, Jacob Wipf, were ordered to report to Camp Lewis, Washington, for induction into the army. On their way to Washington, they attempted to escape the taunting of other inductees, including a group from Canton who did not wish to share their car with the Hutterites. The four men barricaded themselves into a car that the conductor led them to, but the barricade was breached and they were attacked by a group who cut off their beards and sheared their hair, almost to the skin. When they reached Camp Lewis, citing their religious convictions, they refused to wear uniforms and respond to orders. They were then confined to the Guard House and then, on June 10th, after being sentenced to twenty years in prison, were sent to Alcatraz. Still refusing to wear uniforms, they wore only their underwear in a dark damp room. Subsisting on a diet of bread and water and refusing to work (which they interpreted as supporting the cause of the war), they were strung up by chains, their feet barely touching the floor. For reasons not fully explained, they were then transferred to Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, in November of 1918. After being subjected to an over-heated railway car on their way to Kansas, they then had to wait outside the prison for two hours, catching a chill, which led to illness, possibly the influenza which at that time was still rampant. Joseph died on 29 November, Michael on 2 December. A few days later, David Hofer was released, and Jacob Wipf was freed in April, 1919. To add insult to injury, Joseph’s wife, demanding to see his body, was astonished to find that his burial suit was an army uniform, the very dress that as a conscientious objector, he had been protesting.

On the local scene, in Lincoln County, one of the prime examples of the test for loyalty can be found in the Lincoln County Council of National Defense’s first paragraph: ‘The Council of Defense watched with the eye of an eagle all war activities in Lincoln County, directing everything in the direction needed to aid the war and stamping out every show of disloyalty as soon as it had reared its head. So thoroughly did the council work that at a single meeting, it had fifty men before it answering charges of wavering loyalty’. It goes on to identify the national basis of its authority which answers to its title: ‘The council handled everything that might tend to promote the interest of the nation in the war. This included the production of food and the increase in the wealth of the county as well as the actual support of the military establishments. The work ranged from directing the cultivation of land and the erection of buildings to prosecution of cases of disloyalty. In fact, the council was given authority, under the act of Congress creating the Federal Council of National Defense, over anything that might tend to promote the interest of the nation in the war. Under the national council, state councils were formed in every state, and each county had its own council working under the state organization. The Lincoln County Council, a subdivision of the South Dakota State Council of National Defense, had, therefore, almost unlimited powers’. The document cites two specific examples of ‘disloyalty’, remarkably both of which have to do with farming. The first had to do with a renter not caring for the crop sufficiently. The renter was called before the Council, reprimanded, and assigned two men to help him with the crop, requiring him to pay the men according to the ‘prevailing wages’. The second case identified a man who did not finish a barn project because he had too many other jobs pending. Since the livestock were apparently suffering, he was ordered to finish the barn before he did anything else. Such dereliction on the part of the farmers, such bad husbandry, was seen as hampering food production that was necessary to keep the war machine going.

The Council report also addressed the matter of ‘aliens’ who sought exemption from military service. The report sternly warned such aliens that if they sought exemption, they might be jeopardizing their chances of citizenship. Though there was no such legislation in place, the report indicates that there was ‘agitation’ for it, and since aliens had been duly warned: “No alien from Lincoln County was able, after the end of the war, to say that he did not realize the effect of claim for exemption on the grounds that he was not a citizen of the United States.”

Perhaps one of the more offensive actions of the council was to forbid the use of the German language in public meetings and in public schools. There could be a fifteen-minute review of any address or sermon for which there was a parallel English equivalent address at the same meeting. But even such a fifteen-minute presentation had to have a permit, though for the time of the council’s existence, only one such permit was given. It is telling that the document stated with pride that the Lincoln County Council was the first in the country to prohibit the use of German. (It is also ironic that of course Norwegian, a language spoken at that time by a large segment of Lincoln County’s population, without restriction, is a Germanic language.) This was part of what Ruth Page Jones called the ‘anti-German hysteria’ sweeping the country during the war, leading to a general anti-immigrant sentiment.19

A board that was officially neutral in its judgement of ‘loyal’ citizens was the Draft Board. Basically, their job was to select the men to be drafted out of the pool of eligible men in the county. There were three large pools: In July, 1917, 1394 men aged 21 to 31 years were screened; in June through August, 1918, 155 men who had reached 21 since the previous registration were reviewed; and in September, with ages broadened from 18 to 45 years of age, 1698 names presented.20 From all the Lincoln County names (3247 in all), 519 were assigned to military camps and 88 were sent into ‘limited service’. Moreover, 125 men were volunteers, most of whom belonged to the South Dakota National Guard. 513 men were exempted for ‘dependency’ responsibilities, 111 for agricultural obligations, and 2 for industrial needs.

The ‘quotas’ were sent to training camps, mostly to Camp Funston at Fort Riley and to Camp Dodge at Des Moines, all the way through the summer of 1918, but then in October, all movement of potential troops stopped due to the influenza pandemic, a stop that became permanent on November 11th, the end of the war. According to the report, the system worked well, with many men who had been exempted for agricultural work asking to have their classification changed from ‘deferred’ to ‘Class 1’, so that they could be part of the active war effort.

Two groups, distinctive to the World War 1 home-front experience but not to World War 2, were ‘The Home Guard’ and ‘The Four-Minute Men’. The Home Guard, consisting of men too old or too young to be of draft age, were responsible for guarding, ‘from evening until midnight…lumber yards, mills and elevators…guarding against firebugs’. (What happened after midnight does not seem to have been a concern.) The Four-Minute Men, whose name was an echo from the Revolutionary War, were responsible for ‘arousing interest in the war and war support’. In a phrase apparently alluding to the New Testament, ‘wherever two or three were gathered together’, the Four-Minute Men were there, instantly, whether to support the raising of funds for the Red Cross or for the general war effort, or to intercede in a conversation where ‘Pro-Germanism was rife’. They also recruited speakers to address audiences in theaters, motion pictures, and schools. In fact, they themselves—there were 75,000 of them nation-wide—‘were turned loose for four-minute stints before any available audience to whip up enthusiasm for the war’.21 They were most often professional men such as bankers or businessmen. Two of the five speakers listed in Lincoln County were clergy, and their names, Rev O.B. Preston and Father Williams, do not suggest they were leaders of German congregations. Supposedly, they were selected to present the spiritual support for the righteous cause of the nation.
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Gehard Hill’s Home Guard Uniform, SDHG button

On a national scale, perhaps among the most important activities to support the war were the Liberty Loan drives and the Liberty Loan’s more modest offspring, the War Savings Stamps program, which, within this short period of time, raised 17 billion dollars in four drives during the war and a fifth drive following the armistice. On the local level, Lincoln County raised over three and a half million dollars (worth almost $60 million in 2020), a remarkable sum for a county program. The first two drives, much publicized, especially the second drive, were voluntary. But the third through the fifth drives (the fifth was post-war) were organized on a lottery system—and organized they were, with a committee of five for most of the 23 townships and towns, so the leaders in each community were involved. As described in the ‘Liberty Loan’ section of the Lincoln County ITWW document, ‘Under this system, each property owner in the county was allotted a certain amount of bonds. This amount was based upon his property holdings, shown in the reports of the assessor for the preceding year. After the value
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