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			Introduction

			There is a void in mankind; I know you sense it. I’ve felt it, too, but it’s not supposed to be there. There is an emptiness that was meant to be filled; a darkness meant to be full of light. Many turn to drugs, drink, work, religion, or a whole host of other indulgences to fill the void, yet for many, their emptiness remains, even deepens.

			This book addresses the void; what it is, why it’s there; and it embraces that spectacular gift meant from the beginning to be in its place. We often hear that Jesus Christ is the answer. With this, I concur. Yet, such proclamations are, of themselves, also void; empty of any real meaning. But the right words, like seeds from the tree of life, can penetrate the soul, and once fertile ground is found, they sprout and manifest the light and life from which they came. This book is about Jesus Christ, who is the tree of life, and its words reveal the overwhelming value God places on mankind.

			Those who have been drawn to a spirituality of some kind, know there is truth out there, an understanding, a way of life that will enlighten their soul and fulfill their lives. I, too, have felt the draw. In times past I have felt the longing. I have read the books written by good people, with good information, and good intentions, but as I turned the last pages and closed the cover, the knowledge they contained fluttered within my mind as if lost in a maze, while the light my soul desired remained a dim flicker in the distance. If you, too, have felt this way, then this book has been written for you.

			Within these pages is an exploration of the paradoxical nature of life and truth. We learn what spirit is and what spirit is not. We delve into the nature of God, of truth, of life, and why people who long for God fail to experience the close relationship they seek. We discover the purpose of human existence, and how it is wonderfully revealed through the days of creation set forth in the book of Genesis.

			Have you ever thought, What are thoughts?, or wondered where they come from? Wonder no more, for this, too, is a topic of discovery. We explore the nature of evil, examining where it comes from and why God allows its continued existence. Who was Judas Iscariot, what was he thinking, and what does he symbolize in our own character? These things and so much more are explored on our journey into the very heart of the living God.

			There are good people who love God, love going to church, love reading their Bibles, who are perfectly content with the lives they have, and that’s wonderful. They are living the life they feel they’ve been called to and are a blessing to their friends, family, and communities.

			This book is not written for them.

			Then there are those in the initial stages of their journey toward a deeper knowledge of God; they come from all walks of life. Many of them have been beaten down and brutalized by a world that wants them to believe they have no value, but within them there is an awakening. Deep in their soul is a yearning to know the spiritual treasures life has to offer. Though their minds may be full of confusion, or perhaps their hearts full of heartbreak, there is a growing desire to know God; to penetrate the confusion and the heartbreak; to have a genuine spiritual connection with the eternal Spirit who created them. This book is for them. There are also people who have known God on a certain level for a lifetime but have recently felt a movement within the core of their being to be drawn into a deeper relationship with their God. This book is also for them.

			Ultimately, this book is about you, for God has determined that our lives are to be eternally bound together with the light of Jesus Christ. The entire universe was unfurled from the mind of God for your benefit. The sun, moon, and stars all placed in their proper orbits for you. A profusion of life was placed on the earth for you. Jesus Christ experienced an excruciating death for you. If all this was done for you, how much value must God place on you?

			To those who seek God but have not found the joy of their desiring—take heart! The void you feel is not a loss, it is part of your journey. As the hunger in the belly of a hunter propels him to seek game, the void in the heart of those who seek to know God propels them toward the raging fire dimly seen as but a flicker of light in the distance.

			The content and format of this book are used to methodically drive deep into the soul of the reader the immense value God places on us, and why He places that value on us. Before anything was created it was determined that we would be united with Christ forever; therefore, the meaning of this great gift of life is tethered to the infinite value of Jesus Christ Himself, and, truly, It Passes All Understanding.
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			The Long and Narrow Journey . . .

			What is the meaning of life? How many times have you heard that question? How many times have you asked that question yourself? Have scientists, philosophers, or preachers ever answered that question to our satisfaction? Indeed, can anyone answer that question to our satisfaction? Is it our destiny to wander, always yearning to know our purpose and place in life? If there is any significance to the lives we are compelled to live, why does it seem to be such a mystery? Why isn’t the meaning of life woven into the very fabric of all that exists? Or is it?

			So many people say so many things concerning the nature of life that it makes a person want to scream. Scientists like to tell us life evolved, so there is no need, nor should there be any desire, for the knowledge of God. Philosophers and writers speak and write with lofty, exalted utterances, which allows pseudo-intellectuals to feel superior because they understand the uncommon words the common folk do not. And the preachers who tell us to accept Jesus to save our souls seem so superficial as they stare at us through the TV with their slicked-back hair and annoying phony grins, while behind closed doors, they spend their time and money on vice or lavish lifestyles.

			May God bless those sincere preachers and servants of Jesus Christ who spread the Word and serve the masses. Those who live their daily lives with love and toil in the light of Christ, reading their Bibles, going to church, raising their children, and performing their jobs as best they can in the name of Jesus Christ should never be dismissed, for this is honorable service. However, that expression of light is not the purpose of this writing. The purpose of this writing is to pull back the veil just enough for those who seek to know the richness of life that proceeds from the throne of God, if indeed words are capable of such a thing.

			But words must be capable of such a thing. Words by themselves are like sterile etchings in granite that have no depth, no purpose other than to be seen—and forgotten. But words with purpose and intention come alive from off the page. They offer an intimacy that cannot be unwritten, a sweetness of souls bound together in the shared comfort of knowing. And words, when fueled by the Spirit of God, are like springtime showers upon a barren landscape; these life-giving waters bring forth abundance from desolation. Words streaming from infinite light reach out to us like a friendly hand longing to guide us into the soft, warm glow of its own infinity, into its own bliss. If this were not so, what worth would the words of Christ be, if they could not ignite an eternal flame?

			Therefore, words are a medium through which light is capable of spreading the meaningful beauty contained within. Indeed, light created this medium with the express intent of using this pathway as a means of spreading itself. What’s more, despite the darkness we see in the world, we intuitively know that life is immensely beautiful and full of meaning. Somewhere beyond all the scientific discovery, somewhere beyond the eloquent writings of men and monsters, somewhere beyond the religious pronouncements of the godless and the godly, life must be real. Life must be vibrant. Life must be full of meaning. We know it to be true! We can feel it!

			On the Road to Find Out

			There was a time, many years ago, when I was in the process of straightening my life out because, like so many, I had really screwed it up. I was looking for that “it” many of us feel is out there. I began attending several churches in my area, thinking that a church should be a good place to start my quest to find that “it” missing in my life. I recall, during a Bible study in one of these churches, a woman asking her minister why she still felt as if something was missing inside. She had accepted Christ as her Savior and been a Christian for some time, yet there was still an emptiness in her life.

			She immediately impressed me. She had the courage to be true to her own heart. Once committing our lives to a certain belief structure, how many of us could admit that the beliefs we’ve committed our lives to haven’t filled the emptiness in our hearts? Yet here she was, saying exactly that! With great anticipation, I was looking forward to the minister’s answer because I felt the same way.

			I was more than surprised (and disappointed) by the minister’s answer. After thinking about her question for a moment and seeming a little perplexed, he said, “Well, it’s good you feel that way because that will keep you searching for God.” His answer surprised me because I had always thought of Christianity as a place where you find God, so why would you need to keep looking for Him? This little melodramatic moment had a broader symbolic meaning for me. To me, the woman symbolized all those searching for deeper meaning in their lives, asking the question, “What is the meaning of life?” Unfortunately, the answer from someone who was supposed to know was, “I don’t know. Keep on searching.” And so, I did.

			As I look back on that period in my life, I now view it as a necessary step on my own path toward a broader understanding of the nature of life. The past is a prerequisite for what we now understand, and what we now understand is a prerequisite for what we will understand in the future. Life is a spiritual journey, a transformational journey. You cannot grow in your understanding of life without becoming transformed because the transformation is the understanding. Many people in this world are perfectly content to remain where they are; I can say nothing against such people. The love of God neither condemns nor pushes itself on others; however, no one can deny that there are people who call themselves Christian, Hindu, or atheist whose belief structures have not filled the void in their lives.

			It is irrelevant where you begin this journey toward a deeper understanding. If you are a Christian, you begin as a Christian; if you’re an atheist, you begin as an atheist; if you’re a burnt-out drug addict searching for answers, you begin as a burnt-out drug addict searching for answers. Where you begin this journey is not what is important; where you end up is. We all begin at different times and different places, but we all end up at the same place. There’s only one place to go; there’s only one way to get there.

			That place is the source from which all life flows. All peace, love, and joy come from that place. Only when you are ready to surrender yourself and plant your feet on the path of life will you find it. Truly, no one can tell you what the meaning of life is; the meaning of life is something you must experience yourself. To find that place is the purpose for which we were created, and it is our ultimate destiny. That place is the beginning and end of our journey; it is where our home is. Between the question and the answer, between the yearning to know and the knowledge of life, is the process that gives knowledge and understanding to both.

			God is in fact the answer; the void we feel is the question. The spiritual journey we are compelled to take is the very thing which gives birth to the understanding we seek.

			Let’s begin!
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			“It” Isn’t Rational

			“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1, emphasis added). The Word was God! What a declaration that is! These words are from the first verse of the first chapter of the Gospel of John, and they are among the most powerful words ever written. Already, from the very beginning of his gospel, John set up the otherworldly, mind-boggling, paradigm-shifting essence of the life of Christ, which necessarily obliterates all other notions of the nature of life from that time forward.

			Consider who wrote these words: John, who lived two thousand years ago in a subjugated country dominated by the Roman Empire. He was at best an average man of average means. John was a fisherman, what we would call “blue collar” today. He had no special education; yet here he was, in a knowing way, writing profound, life-altering concepts that we have trouble comprehending even today. The only thing of note about John was that he encountered the preexistent power of the God-man Jesus Christ. John’s experience with Christ transformed this simple man into one of the most profound spiritual thinkers of all time. All in all, that’s flat-out, marrow-deep impressive. This transformation of John is illustrative of the glory of Christ, not the glory of John.

			If you want to understand the nature and meaning of life, understand this: When you contemplate the most profound concepts concerning life, concepts such as the nature of God, truth, infinity, purity, eternal life, or Jesus Christ, you must realize that

			you can’t even begin to understand

			the depth and breadth of these life-giving concepts. Attempt, if you must, to push your imagination to its furthest limits to understand the deep things of life. However, when this is done, you haven’t even begun to understand the true gloriousness of life. In fact, you haven’t even begun to take the first step.

			—Because—

			You can’t imagine how important life is!

			You—just—can’t!

			—Because—

			It passes all understanding!

			Do you want understanding? Ask any question you want. What questions do you have? Why was I born? What’s the meaning of life? What is Christ really about? Do I have a purpose? Who am I? What am I? These are all different questions, but they have the same answer. When you know what the meaning of life is, you will know why you were born. When you know why you were born, you will know what Christ is really about. When you know what Christ is really about, you will know who you are. In a deeper reality, all these questions are the same. Ask any one of these questions, and you’ll get the same answer.

			If you are sincere in your desire to grow in your understanding of life, you must go beyond simply asking questions or reading other people’s opinions. Do you honestly believe the apostle John arrived at his profound understanding of life by reading a book? Asking questions, reading, studying, meditating, and abstaining from life’s pleasures or indulging in them will not bring you into knowledge of the truth. Reading about truth is an important endeavor, but books concerning truth, the meaning of life, and the nature of God are merely fingers that point toward the sun. If you spend all your time looking at the finger, you’ll never see the sun.

			To grow in your understanding of the truth, you must go beyond simply reading about it. You must surrender yourself to the very truth you seek. As Christ said, “Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it” (Matthew 10:39). But what does that mean? Does that mean I have to give up my job? Maybe, for some. Do I have to give up my friends? Maybe, for some. Do I have to give up my religion? Maybe, for some. But more likely, for most, it’s not about how you express the outward drama of your life; it’s your inner motivations that get in the way of the truth.

			For instance, if you are striving to excel in your career, that is a good thing and perfectly in line with seeking truth. But, if you focus your whole being on excelling in your career or (worse) if you’re willing to step on others to do so, then your inward motivations are in competition with and even in direct opposition to the notion of surrendering to the truth you seek.

			Attempt to recognize the motivation behind the things you do. If those motivations are selfish, they need to begin fading away like darkness at the dawn of a new day. As those inward motivations fade away, the outward expression of those motivations—i.e., how you live your life—inevitably changes as well. New motivations give expression to a new way of thinking. Yet, this new way of thinking still will not lead you to the deep knowledge you seek.

			

			The deeper things of life are simply far too grand for the human mind to comprehend. If you are seeking the meaning of life, you must believe this meaning is greater than you are; else, why look for it? In this, you are correct. But if this meaning is greater than you are, why would you think you can grasp this great thing with a lesser thing, namely, your mind?

			Your thoughts are an expression of your inner being and are not meant to comprehend the deeper things of life. Therefore, to come to a fuller understanding of who you are and what life is, you must go beyond your normal human reasoning. Thoughts are not meant to comprehend the deeper things of life; they are meant to flow from and display the deeper things of life. That’s why you can’t even begin to understand how important life is.

			The truth is spiritual in nature. Truth is not something you comprehend with your mind. Truth is something you become in the spirit.

			Therefore,

			the more you surrender, the more you become,

			or

			the more you surrender, the less you become.

			Either way you want to say it is the truth.

			That’s because:

			Spiritual common sense makes no sense. It is nonsense to man’s rational mind. Does it make sense to say, “The greatest among you will be your servant” (Matthew 23:11), “Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it” (Matthew 10:39), or “I came into this world, that those who do not see may see, and those who see may become blind” (John 9:39)? Does it make sense to say such things? They sound like nonsense, yet Christ said all these things.

			

			At first glance, these sayings sound like nonsense because Christ was speaking about spiritual realities. Spiritual realities dwell beyond man’s rational mind. Spiritual realities are paradoxical in nature. Jesus Christ Himself was a paradox. Jesus Christ was a man, yet He was God. He was born, yet He always existed. He died, yet He possessed eternal life. Paradoxes are essential conductors of truth. They seem ludicrous at first glance, but to those with a receptive mind, paradoxes have an unexplainable validity to them. Paradoxes are doors through which we gain spiritual perception.

			Anyone wishing to understand the beauty of life, which lies beyond the day-to-day expressions of our worldly existence, must realize we do not attain understanding of life through an epiphany. The understanding of life comes by way of a journey. And the one who completes this journey has been radically transformed from the one who begins it. It’s all part of the great paradox. When you understand that you can never understand, then you are beginning to understand.

			The often-used example of the caterpillar into a butterfly is often-used for a reason—it really is an earthly expression of the nature of human transformation. The caterpillar, that crude-looking earthbound creature doesn’t just disappear, its life does not fade away into nothingness. Its life is transformed into something quite spectacular. It necessarily gives up being a caterpillar to become a butterfly. The life force of the caterpillar is still there, but it has been utterly transformed from what it once was.

			In like manner, what you are transformed from is who (and what) you are. You are finite, mortal, and impure. What you are transformed into is infinite, immortal, and pure. This journey is like no other (save the caterpillar) for as you pass through realms of light, as the light penetrates and transforms your inner being, the chaff of your old self falls away. This journey is a process in which you leave behind your finite mortality as you merge into God’s infinite purity.

			

			This journey of transformation is a coming into the knowledge of the truth. To know the truth, you must be a surrendered being. Truth takes no prisoners. Truth makes no compromises. Surrendering to truth means surrendering your whole being. You must surrender your way of thinking, your way of acting, your way of talking, your way of doing, and your way of being. You must be willing to give up your way if you want to be part of The Way.

			Do you think it’s worth it?

			Surprising as it may sound, many who fancy themselves seekers of truth don’t think it’s worth it. They want to know the truth as long as they don’t have to give up too much to get it. Giving up the life they have established is too high a cost. Believe it or not (but there are no nots) there are people in love with the idea that they are “seekers of truth.” Some of them read books, some of them will write books, others will give lectures, and they love the idea that people think of them as someone who “knows.” However, they know nothing, for even this identity of being one who knows must fall away. This identity becomes their obstacle as it is their treasure, a treasure just as dear—and destructive—as any monetary possessions.

			Consider the rich man who asked Christ how he could obtain eternal life:

			And behold, a man came up to him, saying, “Teacher, what good deed must I do to have eternal life?” And he said to him . . . “If you would enter life, keep the commandments.” He said to him, “Which ones?” And Jesus said, “You shall not murder, You shall not commit adultery, You shall not steal, You shall not bear false witness, Honor your father and mother, and, You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” The young man said to him, “All these I have kept. What do I still lack?” Jesus said to him, “If you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” When the young man heard this he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. (Matthew 19:16–22)

			Of course, we are not required to give up our wealth to follow Christ; that’s not the point. This man sought from Christ a reinforcement of his belief that he was on the right track to eternal life, that he was a good man doing all the right things, and perhaps needed just to give a little more to the poor. Yet Christ zeroed in on his biggest flaw: the love of money, which he was totally blind to. Consider what this person gave up in exchange for his wealth. Christ offered him the limitless riches of the kingdom of God. “Come follow me,” He said. He was welcoming this man into the inner sanctum of pure light and truth; Christ offered him eternal life, a never-ending paradise cascading with joy and spiritual abundance—far more than he was even seeking, or could have possibly hoped for!

			Yet he turned away sad when Jesus offered him more than he ever wanted. Why? Because of his money. Jesus Christ brilliantly exposed this man’s love of money for all to see. The rich man could not surrender himself to the eternal life he sought because his own life was too important to him. And what happened to this man? After giving up spiritual wealth and eternal glory beyond his wildest imagination, this man likely lived a few more decades and died, passing all his riches to the next one in line. What a shame.

			The funny thing is, though, Christ required him to give up his riches because He knew his money was the one thing he loved more than God. If a rich person’s money isn’t an obstacle to seeking God, they can keep it. What’s your obstacle?

			Compared to what Jesus Christ offers us, all our obstacles are like filthy rags, yet we still cling to them as priceless jewels. Giving up our personal obstacles is simply a price that must be paid; as Christ said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it” (Matthew 13:45–46). If you’re not willing to give up everything you have, then you’re not ready to know the truth. You can’t dabble in the truth. Truth is not a temporary occupation. If you want to walk in this way of life, you’ve got to be willing to go all the way. “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God” (Luke 9:62). If you want to understand the truth, you’ve got to realize from the beginning that there’s no turning back. If you want to reach your destination, once you go, you’ve got to go all the way.

			The further you go on this journey, the more you realize the journey has less to do with religious form and more to do with living in the spirit. The concept of living in the spirit sounds hard to grasp, like trying to catch the wind. It’s useful, if not necessary, to develop an understanding of what spirit is—and what spirit is not—on this journey, for this journey of transformation is a spiritual journey.
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			What Is Spirit Is What Spirit Is

			What is spirit and what is spirit not? Spirit, like the wind, cannot be contained, for it is beyond the realm of this physical universe. Neither is it subject to time or space. Time and space are part of this physical universe; therefore, they do not affect spirit.

			Don’t think of the creation event as God making physical stuff and then placing this stuff into empty space. Even empty space is a characteristic of this physical universe and had to be created. There was a time when even time and space did not exist. God did not just create the sun, moon, stars, and planets; He also created the very fabric of time and space.

			To say there was a time when time didn’t exist makes no sense. Time had to be created; therefore, there was no time before creation, and, consequently, there was no time to create time before time existed. These concepts start to become mind-boggling, but this is the Creator we’re dealing with. God is beyond all comprehension, so don’t get hung up on these little mind games we can play with ourselves. This Creator obviously knows He’s beyond our comprehension, yet He created us to be known by Him; thus, He also created avenues for us to commence our journey toward Him.

			Since God is spirit, those who endeavor to know Him must also do so in spirit (John 4:24). So, then, let’s discuss
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