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    The man who fought against poverty

      

    



  	
        
            
            On August 5, 2024, from a dedicated Sheikh Mujib Rahman praiser, I have become an anti-Awami League rule led by Mujib's daughter, Sheikh Hasina, with the support from her 14-party alliance, where the most loyal opposition party in human history is the Jatio Party-Ershad, led by Lieutenant General Hussein Muhammad Ershad & his wife Rowshon Ershad. Why did this transition happen? I was simply supporting the Quota Movement started in July 2024. Note that I was posting videos in support of the student protesters, but still, I was not a critic of the Hasina government and Sheikh Mujib. I was fully convinced and aware that the student protester never claimed the throne of Sheikh Hasina or death to Mujibism or Mujibbad. They would have gone back to their homes, messes, dormitories, and hostels if their simple demand of quota reform had been addressed. But why did they go back? It is because of Sheikh Hasina and her 14-party alliance's position, and JP-Ershad was also silent. Sheikh Hasina's government killed Shahid Abu Sayeed and Mir Mugdho, and I finally got a rebirth; I have divorced the ideals of Sheikh Mujib and support for the Awami League government. I started criticizing Sheikh Hasina, and after a bloody battle against her tyranny, the student protesters won the victory.
Sheikh Hasina fled to India on 5th August 2024 at midday. The throne is empty. The entire country needs a unifying figure. The ultimate answer was Nobel Peace Prize 2006 winner Professor Dr. Muhammad Yunus, the founder of Grameen Bank and father of social business. His name is equivalent to "Three Zeros = Zero Poverty, Zero Unemployment & Zero Carbon."
This man not only won the Nobel Prize, Olympic Laurel, & Independence Award but is also the only person to receive the Presidential Medal of Freedom and Congressional Gold Medal from the USA.
I took this initiative to collect his interviews and lectures, occasionally his small write-ups, for the readers, researchers, enthusiasts, students, and political leaders to allow them further research and understanding on 'The Man of Three Zeros.'
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Interview with Muhammad Yunus, 2006 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate, on 12 December 2006. Interviewer is Marika Griehsel, freelance journalist.

Link: https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/peace/2006/yunus/26087-interview-transcript-2006-3/

Marika Griehsel: First of all, welcome to this interview.

Muhammed Yunus: Thank you.

Marika Griehsel: I’m very honoured to meet you. What did you think when the phone call came?

Muhammed Yunus: Oh, it was... well, mind boggling. You don’t imagine it will happen. Although there are a lot of talks every year that I may be getting the Nobel Prize, but talking about it, speculating about it is something, you always have lots of question marks about it, but suddenly it happened. It’s tremendously different than what speculation gives you, so immediately the whole country was electrified. A flood gate of enthusiasm suddenly opened up, excitement opened up, people were rushing to my house, hundreds and thousands of people within an hour appearing at my doorstep and all the newspaper people, the televisions and the cameras ... You can’t believe that people can rush to such a situation with such a speed.

Marika Griehsel: What do you think changed? Why this year and not the year before?

Muhammed Yunus: Because you’re lazy. You didn’t take the decision before. No. I don’t know how the comparison with the candidates, how you do that and I don’t blame them. There are so many capable people in the world that have to be considered.

Marika Griehsel: Do you think the prize has changed in its character, if you look way back? I mean, this year, a bank and you and your work, you know? What has it to do with peace, some people ask.

Muhammed Yunus: Well, this is not the first peace prize I got. I got the Sydney Peace Prize way back in the ’90s, so somebody could have asked why Sydney gives this peace prize to a banker. I had the Indira Gandhi Peace Prize from India. Again, that was the same question, it’s a peace prize. Recently I had the Seoul Peace Prize. Again, that’s a peace prize because poverty is a threat, no matter which way you look at it, a threat to the peace. You can’t leave people poor and live happily thereafter. You can’t. The poor people will not let you sleep peacefully because they are in a desperate situation. When you are desperate, you disturb peace. When a country is desperately poor and their next door neighbour is very rich, I don’t think these desperately poor people in this country will just sit there and respect your prosperity and don’t do anything, they will try to get in and use your capacity to help them or be involved in whatever prosperity you have, and you may not like that, their intrusion into your peaceful life.

So this is what must be seen as a threat to the peace, like we talk about terrorism. The breeding ground for terrorism would be abject poverty. If you are poor, you can hire anybody for any terrorist activity for a little money because he has nothing to lose, he’ll easily convince that yes, why don’t I do that? And the logic of terrorism makes sense to him which will not make sense to a well-off family, for example, so as long as you keep the breeding ground, nobody is safe, so it’s good to address the breeding ground so that there is no breeding ground available and you reduce the chances of disturbing the peace.

Marika Griehsel: The microcredits have often been used for women. What do you do ... the connection between peace and giving individual opportunities to women, particularly? How do you see that?

Muhammed Yunus: Poverty, again. If we want to help poor people out, one way to do that is to help them explore and use their own capability. The human being is full of capacity, full of capability, it’s a wonderful creation, but many people never get a chance to explore that, never know that she or he has that, because society never allowed to unwrap that gift, so the gift remains packed and you never know that he ever had it. Many people die without ever knowing that he or she had so much potential, so much gift into her, so microcredit allows persons to unleash a little bit of it, explore a little bit and if you explore a little bit of it and you are successful, you are charmed by your own capacity. You want to explore more, so gradually, as you explore, you move out of poverty step by step, so this is what happens with microcredit. Microcredit helps people get out of poverty.

When we saw we are giving microcredit both to men and women, because I wanted to make sure that 50%, half of the borrowers in my work are women and this is a kind of protesting as the conventional banks where they reject women. In many, many countries the percentage of women borrower is far down compared to the percentage of men borrowers. In Bangladesh, the women percentage in the banks among the borrowers, not even 1% of the borrowers they are providing, so we thought we should address that issue and in our programme, 50% of the borrowers should be women, so that’s what we did. And then we saw, after we achieved that, money going to the family through women brought so much more benefit to the family compared to the money going to the family through men. Women took good care of their children as their income increased, so we focused on women. As a result, out of the 7 million borrowers that we have, 97% of them are women and it works beautifully. All objective is still help the family to get out of poverty, so if you bring in women into the picture, if you empower women, it happens faster than it happens the other way.

Marika Griehsel: Can the Nobel Prize help to put this issue even higher up on the political agenda internationally, as we see so many billions of dollars spent on creating war and war machinery that is currently happening on our planet?

Muhammed Yunus: It’s very much possible and it’s happening because the Nobel Peace Prize is something which takes you way above the normal level of activity. You become very visible and your voice gets heard everywhere. Even if you whisper, everybody hears you because your voice is magnified many, many times. It’s a prize unlike other prizes where everybody’s interested, it’s not just a section of the society or one part of the society. Everybody puts the Nobel Prize, Nobel Peace Prize, in a very special category that other prize cannot match, so with the prize coming to me, I get that status automatically, whether I deserve it, I don’t deserve it, but that’s what I am, so immediately people want to understand what is this microcredit? Why aren’t we doing more of it?

If it is the way it is, through people asking question, and about the resources – where do we get the resources? Resources are plenty but we are using it in many wrong directions. I said if we were trying to address the terrorism, terrorism cannot be overcome by military means. You can’t just take military action to destroy terrorism. It can be suppressed for a while but if you want to eliminate terrorism, you have to address the poverty issue, so instead of putting money in the war efforts, which we do, billions of dollar in war effort buying guns and buying weapons, why don’t we use this money to help people get out of poverty? Probably it is a better strategy, we will achieve what we want to achieve as a peaceful world and peaceful nations.

Marika Griehsel: If I, as an individual, or a group of people in this country or any other countries, would like to contribute in any way and has some surplus to invest, what can we do to help?

Muhammed Yunus: Two things. One is to support microcredit programmes wherever they exist or wherever they want. If it is in Africa that you want to support, if you have a favourite country that you want to support, that’s possible, trying to find, and we can provide information about that. The other one is more powerful, would be a more general kind of thing, support social businesses. Invest in social businesses. Social businesses are businesses where you want to invest money to achieve a social objective, like overcome poverty, like bringing financial facilities to the poor people, it’s a society objective. Empowering women is a social objective so we’ll invest this money into empowering women in a business way so that that money comes back again. It’s not a charity, it’s not given and never seen back again. Social business in every shape and size is a business but I’m not doing it to make money for myself. I’m doing it to reach out to people, solve the social problems, solve an economic problem, like I want to bring safe drinking water to the community where it doesn’t exist and I run it as a business and people get their drinking water, I run it as a business so every year I don’t have to go around passing round a hat to collect money, because as a business it generates its own money and it continues, so your contribution and your collaboration, you can pool this money and support a social business. It could be health care programme, it could be environment programme or whatever.

Marika Griehsel: Then my last question will be you talk about a social business. Why can’t we see the bigger corporations in the world take that responsibility, considering the amount of surplus that they have?

Muhammed Yunus: They’re welcome. To begin with, without making them feel this is a threat to them, many of these big corporations have foundations windows. They have their own foundations. Their foundation money can be invested in social businesses very easily because, after all, foundation is created to give away money and good causes and instead of giving away, it’s much better to give it in the social business so that it stays on and become bigger and bigger each year because you are putting in more money and this money is coming back so your fund becomes bigger and bigger and, if you are impressed by your result that you achieve, you can put more money into social business yourself, create a company in your name, company’s name as a subsidiary, but as a social business, meaning that up front you are declaring that you are not interested, you are not creating this company to make money out of it, you are creating this company to address a particular problem that you look at and you’re using your business talent to address that social problem. If all the businesses in the world could use their business talent to address social problem, address the economic problem of the poor, address the economic problem of the bottom 50% of the population of the world, this world would be free from poverty much faster than we can ever imagine.

Marika Griehsel: Does it give you hope for the future?

Muhammed Yunus: It does because I see it’s possible and human being are, after all, the good being. It’s not something they mean harm to each other but they get stuck in the social institutions and structures that we have built and they push in the wrong direction.

Like in our conceptual film work, we created something called business which is the centre of the capitalist world, business and the free market, but then we said you ran business, only mission you have is to make some money, so you profit. That’s where we go wrong. Why people have to always maximise profit? Human being is much bigger than just making money. It’s not a money making machine, so I’m saying why don’t they give other options? That I can invest money, I can run business to do good and I enjoy it and I get excited about reaching out to people, touching people’s life, leaving behind a signature on this one, that I did this, and people admired that I did this and I like that, so why you stopping me from that? They said if you want to do that, go to the charity window, this is not business, I said no, I want to run it as a business and I can do that and I can solve it and I can become more powerful business by reaching out to those and I want to solve those water problem, I want to solve the disease problem, I want to solve the medicine problem, I want to solve the housing problem of the poor, otherwise nobody will come to them. I want to come to them and help them as a business entity.

So this can be done. This is what I feel very confidence about because ultimately this will happen and through my credit, what we have done, I see poor people are getting out of poverty every day, their children are getting educated, very capable young people just like any other young people, so with all those things possible, we can see that we can create a poverty free world and I see a world someday, where only place we’ll see poverty will be in the museums, poverty museums. That’s where we’ll go, our children will go, our grandchildren will go and see poverty, only there. Nowhere in the world they will see real poverty in action. It will be gone, it will be eliminated.

Marika Griehsel: I love that vision. Thank you so much for this time.

Muhammed Yunus: Thank you.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

The New Kind of Capitalism That Serves Humanity Most Pressing Needs

[image: ]


Interview with Muhammad Yunus, author of Building Social Business: The New Kind of Capitalism That Serves Humanity Most Pressing Needs by: Art Dalglish of AARP Bulletin published in July 29, 2010

Link: https://www.muhammadyunus.org/post/633/interview-with-muhammad-yunus-author-of-building-social-business-the-new-kind-of-capitalism-that-serves-humanitys-most-pressing-needs

Art Dalglish: It all started with a gift of $27.

In 1974, Muhammad Yunus was an economics professor at Chittagong University in Bangladesh when a combination of war, natural disasters and an international oil crisis toppled his country into a devastating famine. How could he simply teach elegant theories of the free market, he thought, while hunger and poverty threatened the lives of millions?

Venturing into the countryside to experiment with social programs, he found a woman in the village of Jobra who was borrowing from a local moneylender to finance her tiny business handcrafting bamboo stools. But she could borrow only at a very high interest rate and by agreeing to sell her work to the lender at a price he set, leaving her with almost no profit.

Yunus and his students found a total of 42 villagers trapped in the same kind of arrangement. He realized that he could release all of them from their economic bondage by reaching into his pocket for the equivalent of $27 and paying off all their loans.

Inspired by this example, Yunus created Grameen Bank to make low-interest loans to the poorest of the poor, people with no collateral or credit history. Today it serves more than 8 million people-97 percent of them women-in every village in Bangladesh, extending more than $100 million a month in loans averaging about $200. Grameen is also helping to spread the idea known as microcredit throughout the world-and in 2006, Yunus and the bank were awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for their accomplishments.

Seeking new ways for the power of the market to help the poor, Yunus landed on the concept of "social businesses." These companies operate like any other, competing in the marketplace to make a profit, with two big exceptions: The investors agree not to take any money from the company beyond their original investment, and the overriding goal is to deliver a particular social benefit to people in need.

Grameen now operates dozens of social businesses in Bangladesh. These companies provide affordable nutritious foods, extend telecommunications services into isolated rural areas, export hand-loomed traditional fabrics, and much more.

Their effects are being felt in Bangladesh's improving poverty rate. But Yunus' ultimate goal, at age 70, is to eliminate poverty throughout the world by 2050.

Yunus introduced his ideas about social business in a 2007 book, Creating a World Without Poverty, and expands them in the recently published Building Social Business.

In a conversation with the AARP Bulletin, he discussed his ideas and how they apply to older Americans.

Art Dalglish: How could social businesses address the problems that older people face?

Muhammad Yunus: Old age can be an attractive area for social business. In Eastern societies, a family not only takes care of its own old members, but the old remain important members of the family. In Western countries, the young people move away and old people are left alone. When they cannot take care of themselves, they are sent to old-age homes. Through their social businesses they can participate in activities where they will remain surrounded and admired by young people all the time.

Art Dalglish: Why would they be attracted to this kind of business?

Muhammad Yunus: During their working years, people generally are engaged in a rat race, chasing success. In old age, the rat race is over. People have created their financial base. They may feel that this is the time to devote themselves totally to the benefit of others in the society. They can use their wealth to do something sustainable, which will remain beyond their lives. Social business provides that framework.

Art Dalglish: What qualities could older people bring?

Muhammad Yunus: Most old people are physically and mentally capable. They have good ideas, creative energy and plenty of unrestricted time. They can create social businesses to prove to themselves they can significantly contribute to the society rather than feeling like "unwanted" people. The best quality is their experience. After all, they have gone through their life. They have seen many things that the new generation has not seen yet, or may never see.

Art Dalglish: What rewards might they enjoy?

Muhammad Yunus: When a person is retired, he or she is a free person, not bound by the rigid framework of working life. He can bring out the things that he has been holding inside him all these years. That's a tremendous freedom! He can set his agenda, his priorities, his working hours, everything. He can form a group of like-minded people. Technology helps: Facebook, Twitter, chat rooms, Skype and so forth.

Art Dalglish: Since poverty is so much deeper elsewhere in the world, should Americans focus on social problems abroad rather than in their own country?

Muhammad Yunus: The best way to start is to start in one's own neighborhood. You don't have to jump off to another place that you know very little about.

Art Dalglish: For instance?

Muhammad Yunus: You can start a social business whose objective would be to take 10 people out of welfare by offering them employment. This is one issue everybody is interested in. If you can find the solution for it in a sustainable business way, you would be a hero for the whole world!

Art Dalglish: Why can't normal businesses do this?

Muhammad Yunus: Conventional profit-making businesses do not come forward to start a business unless they have at least a 30 percent return on their investment. But a social-business investor can operate anywhere, as long as there is a positive return. As long as you cover your costs and solve a social problem, you can be in social business.

Art Dalglish: Can social business flourish in America without some effort first being made to teach people to care less about themselves and more about their society?

Muhammad Yunus: Whether I am an American or I am a Bangladeshi, we all have the same basic human qualities. When I talk about selflessness, I'm talking about the selflessness that is embedded in all human beings. You may argue that Americans have successfully locked it up inside. All we have to do is to find a way to unlock it.

Art Dalglish: What is that way?

Muhammad Yunus: When I see you are helping five people get out of welfare, suddenly I am thinking, hey, I could have done that, too. So demonstration is one thing that can start loosening that lock.

Art Dalglish: What else?

Muhammad Yunus: We can also start in childhood, by putting social business stories in storybooks, textbooks and other teaching materials. Let everybody know that there are two kinds of businesses: a business to make money for oneself, and then there is a business to make an impact on other people's lives. A child may start to think, I like that idea of social business. I would like to do something like that.

Art Dalglish: How could you get these ideas across to a big audience?

Muhammad Yunus: Maybe some moviemakers would make a movie of a whole city that has been transformed by social business, the first in the U.S. which does not have anybody on welfare. The movie may make people aware that they can create things that will change things in a big way-to start realizing that they are part of a bigger whole. Once we start looking at us this way, the locked-up part in us starts opening up.

Art Dalglish: Give us a peek over the horizon. Are you developing other projects that could help achieve your goal of ending poverty?

Muhammad Yunus: I am concentrating on two things. I think technology is changing the whole world very fast. But all the power of technology is concentrated in the hands of businesses. Obviously they use this power for making more money. I'm looking for how technology can solve problems.

Art Dalglish: For example?

Muhammad Yunus: Creating a digital Aladdin's lamp. Every poor person will have easy access to it. A poor old woman in a Bangladeshi village will touch this lamp, and the digital genie will come out of it and say, "What can I do for you, ma'am?" The old lady says, "I want to sell the baskets that I have made, but I cannot find buyers." The genie goes out and finds the buyers.

Art Dalglish: Is this possible?

Muhammad Yunus: That technology is right here today! Look at the iPad, look at the iPhone-you touch it, and it happens. But that genie serves the privileged people like us. If I can use this same technology to teach the illiterate people around the globe how to read and write, how to connect with each other, how to send written messages, how to get health advice and so on, we can apply this technology to solve many of our problems.

Art Dalglish: What else are you doing?

Muhammad Yunus: I am also focusing on the emerging new generation-how to prepare them to become the kind of people who will not remain obsessed with their own lives but will think of the problems of the world. Today's generation is more interested in issues of other people and wants to make a difference in the world. They're looking for a meaningful life. We can make them believe that each one of them has the capacity to change the whole world. Social business can help them find it.

Art Dalglish: How could AARP members participate in social business as an organization?

Muhammad Yunus: An organization like AARP can provide opportunities for channeling energy. It can encourage creation of five-member, 10-member "social business clubs" to find solutions to problems. It can encourage creation of "social business centers" where 50 or more people can meet together and look for solutions for taking people out of welfare, or taking drug addicts out of addiction, or taking care of very old people who cannot care for themselves.

Art Dalglish: How could AARP, or any organization, make this happen?

Muhammad Yunus: Hold a social business laboratory, so that our people can come and discuss what social business means and how to design a social business. It is already happening all over the world. You can join the network. We can connect you to people, and if you have questions, we can respond. Just write to us at the Yunus Centre, and we can connect you. You can also visit our website, www.yunuscentre.org.
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VOA Interview: Muhammad Yunus on restoring order in Bangladesh by Anis Ahmed, Voice of America, October 3, 2025 in New York

Link: https://www.voanews.com/a/voa-interview-muhammad-yunus-on-restoring-order-in-bangladesh-/7808333.html 

Anis Ahmed:

After a series of student-led protests resulted in hundreds of civilian casualties, former Bangladeshi Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina stepped down and fled the country on August 5.

Days later, Muhammad Yunus, the Nobel laureate who pioneered the global microcredit movement, was sworn in as the nation’s interim leader. He spoke with Voice of America Bangla Service reporter Anis Ahmed on Friday in New York, where he explained his decision to grant temporary magistracy powers to the army to restore law and order after the police lost public trust. He also stressed the critical role of youth leadership in shaping the country's future.

Yunus, who took office amid widespread unrest, highlighted key priorities such as strengthening relations with neighboring countries, holding elections, reforming the constitution and addressing the Rohingya refugee crisis. He confirmed that reforms and elections remained essential before power could be handed over to elected representatives.

The following transcript has been edited for length and clarity:

Anis Ahmed: First, we would like to know that after nearly one and a half months of assuming this responsibility on August 8, you have now delegated magistracy power to army officers. Why do you feel it was necessary?

Muhammad Yunus: To bring law and order to the country. We were trying to work it out through the police, which is normal. But the police have lost their moral courage because when they face people, they hear bitter words. Just a few days ago they killed some students, so they are distancing themselves — they don’t want to be out front. So, as they lost morale, we lost the strength of law and order. But as we’ve said before, not everyone in the police is responsible for wrongdoing. We will identify those who have done wrong. They will be brought to justice. But this is a long process; it’s not happening all of a sudden. And in the meantime, law and order is being violated — different types of violations are happening. We thought that if we allowed this to continue, then conditions would deteriorate, so the issue of giving powers to our army came up. We asked the army, and they agreed. They said, “We're here, but no one is heeding us because we do not have any power. If we had some power, the people would be cautious.” We then gave them the magistracy power but for a limited period, for two months. That’s how it happened.

Anis Ahmed: So, you’re hopeful that the police service will return in two months?

Muhammad Yunus: Yes, I hope so. They’re not able to use their power; the army has come in and that’s not very pleasing for them that their duties are being performed by someone else.

Anis Ahmed: We know students took the role of leadership amid the unrest, and that there are student representatives in your government as well. But is it also true that we are seeing students trying to establish their authority in different sectors and institutions of the country? Are these students running the country? What role are they playing?

Muhammad Yunus: Yes, they should. The youth should assume authority. So far, the old people have made mistakes, so let there be an effort for youth to come forward and take responsibility. They might also make mistakes and then correct those, but their leadership ushered in big changes. So, I don’t find any reasons to doubt their capacity for leadership.

Anis Ahmed: So, can we say that the students are running your administration?

Muhammad Yunus: No, I didn’t say they are running the administration, I said they should. Let the youth take it. I have always said, even before I took this responsibility, that it should be in the hands of the youth because they will build their future. If we try to write the future for them, that would not be right. So, I’ll say again that not only in Bangladesh but in the entire world, youth should be given this responsibility.

Anis Ahmed: We haven’t heard anything from you regarding the duration of this interim government, but General Waqar-Uz-Zaman recently said an election would occur within the next 18 months. Are we safe to assume the interim government would dissolve at that time?

Muhammad Yunus: Well, if you want to presume, you may, but that’s not the decision of the government. The government has not given any opinion so far. The government needs to say when they would take a decision about their duration.

Anis Ahmed: The Advisory Committee to the interim government has yet to make any decisions?

Muhammad Yunus: We have discussed but no decisions have been taken yet.

Anis Ahmed: What are the plans of your government to improve relations with India?

Muhammad Yunus: We are telling them clearly that we want good relations with them. Because that is needed for India and for us, too. We are neighbors. If relations between neighbors are bad, it’s not good for any nation. It’s not good for them, nor for us. It’s in the interest of our two countries that our relations should be close and cordial.

Anis Ahmed: Former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is in India. What steps are you taking to extradite her to Bangladesh?

Muhammad Yunus: This is a legal matter. Definitely we will want her back, wherever she might be, whenever we can legally implement the decision.

Anis Ahmed: After August 5, Bangabandhu Memorial Museum, once home to Hasina’s father but turned into a museum after his assasination there, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, was destroyed. Your government subsequently canceled the national day of mourning. Obviously, some look on Rahman, in their words, as a fascist icon. But Rahman has long been recognized as the father of the nation. What’s the viewpoint of your interim government?

Muhammad Yunus: You’re talking about the past. Apparently, you don’t remember that a mass uprising has since taken place. You’re speaking as if it never happened. You need to see what’s happening in this new situation. You do not seem to have any questions about how many students have sacrificed their lives, why they sacrificed their lives. First, we must admit that they, the students, said that we have pushed a reset button. The past is gone for sure. Now we will build up in new way. People also want that. And this new way means we must bring reforms.

Anis Ahmed: We’ve paid respect to those killed during the student-led uprisings, and you have said that their killers will be brought to justice. But at the same time, after August 5, many others were killed. A short while ago we were talking about many police being killed. What steps are being taken by your government to bring the perpetrators to justice?

Muhammad Yunus: Whoever has committed a crime and wherever that might be, they will be brought to justice. If that’s not done, justice won’t be complete. To judge one type of crime and not another, that’s not acceptable. That would be a form of partisan justice. So, if we return to that kind of partisanship, the mass movement would have been meaningless. So, if crime is committed, the criminal will face the law.

Anis Ahmed: There are more than a million Rohingya currently displaced in Bangladesh. Will your government grant them refugee status?

Muhammad Yunus: International institutions have given them this status. The United Nations refugee agency [UNHCR] has been working there for a long time. So, they are refugees. They are not citizens of our country.

Anis Ahmed: But officially they are not recognized as refugees.

Muhammad Yunus: If they were not refugees, UNHCR couldn’t reach them.

Anis Ahmed: Thousands of Rohingya recently arrived in Bangladesh, and it is assumed that more are on the way. So, if more Rohingya enter Bangladesh, then what would be your decision?

Muhammad Yunus: According to international law, if they want to come, we will let them. We will accept them. And then we’ll do whatever is necessary. It’s not our problem alone. It is the responsibility of the entire world. When one’s life is at stake, one seeks refuge. We cannot close doors on them. You know, it’s been going on for ages. They have been here for the last seven years. Questions are being raised about their future and the future of their children. Nearly 32,000 Rohingya children are born here every year, so the Rohingya community is growing, even independently of new arrivals. When they came, they brought infant children with them. They, too, have grown up. What are you going to do about them? They can’t even see their future. Because of high-tech media they can see the entire world, but they’re confined like in a prison. They may grow angry; they may grow rebellious. This is not a good thing. We don’t know how it’s going to spread, where it will go. We really don’t know, so the whole world should focus on how to help them have a satisfying life. We are looking for a solution.

Anis Ahmed: There are discussions about constitutional amendments. You've even established a committee about it. Is it going to happen during your interim government’s time and what kind of changes or amendments are you expecting?

Muhammad Yunus: As I said before, we must begin everything anew. The previous government destroyed everything. So, from that destruction we need to rise afresh. That’s why we are establishing commissions for all fields. We have made six commissions; more commissions will come soon. Of those, one commission is on the constitution. The whole country wants the constitution to be amended. However, the topic may be subject to debate. That’s why the commission will create guidelines for those debates. That will give the country an opportunity to debate on it so that the political parties can give their opinion and can decide whether they are going to amend right now or later, and what exactly they would do. The constitution that we have now will not be helpful. If the country runs according to the present constitution, the same situation will happen again.

Anis Ahmed: Some people are talking about changing the constitution, others are talking about amending it. Whatever happens, how is it going to be implemented?

Muhammad Yunus: It is a matter of law. What we are now doing is not on the process of implementation, we are focusing on why we need it. When they sit for discussion, they will decide those matters from a legal perspective. We are trying to reach a unanimous opinion on what exactly we need. Then there will be another round of discussion on the legal process.

Anis Ahmed: What are your main objectives as interim leader?

Muhammad Yunus: My main objectives are to bring in reforms, to arrange an election and hand over the power to the elected representatives.

Anis Ahmed: The chief adviser of the interim government of Bangladesh, Dr. Muhammad Yunus, thank you so much on behalf of Voice of America.

Muhammad Yunus: Thanks to you, too.
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Professor Yunus discusses the key challenges and opportunities impacting on Bangladesh’s future
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In conversation with HE Professor Muhammad Yunus, Chief Advisor of Bangladesh, Bronwen Maddox, Chatham house, 11 June 2025 — 11:00AM TO 12:00PM

Link: https://www.chathamhouse.org/events/all/open-event/conversation-he-professor-muhammad-yunus-chief-advisor-bangladesh 

Introduction: 

Bangladesh has an uncertain future ahead of it.

Following the toppling of Sheikh Hasina’s government in 2024, in power for 20 of the last 30 years, the country has been navigating the pathways to a more just, equitable, and democratic Bangladesh. Bangladeshis are grappling with significant change, and the apprehension of the political transition that is underway.

From economic inclusion and youth employment to climate adaptation and democratic resilience, the list of challenges facing a new government in Dhaka is long and complex. There is also the question of how a future government will navigate the plight of the Rohingya’s currently residing in the world’s largest refugee camp in the country. And amid a global order in flux, how Bangladesh handles the major geopolitical challenges of the day and engages with its neighbours, the region and the international community will be closely watched.

Join us at Chatham House as Nobel Peace Prize laureate Professor Muhammad Yunus has been central in efforts to rebuild Bangladesh in the wake of the collapse of the last government and provides an account outlining the challenges and opportunities facing the country.

The visionary founder of Grameen Bank and global pioneer of microfinance, he will also share his ground-breaking insights on eradicating poverty, empowering communities through economic innovation, reimagining capitalism and social entrepreneurialism.

Bronwen Maddox: Welcome, everyone, to Chatham House, and a special welcome to His Excellency, Professor Muhammad Yunus. Very good to have you here.

HE Professor Muhammad Yunus: Thank you.

Bronwen Maddox: I’m Bronwen Maddox. I’m Director of Chatham House. Let me just say a few things by way of introduction, though the fact that so many people are here and have been queuing for so long and there are so many online means very little introduction is needed. And still, as you know, Professor Yunus is renowned around the world for having founded Grameen Bank, and that is why he got the – along with the bank itself, got the 2006 Nobel Peace Prize. And he has since then founded more than 50 social business companies, really expanding on this theme of microfinance, microcredit, which has proved transforming not just in Bangladesh, but in many countries, and his name is really associated with that.

And then we take a long jump into the present, or into last year, when in August, after the uprisings that overthrew Sheikh Hasina, whose party, the Awami League, had been in power for 20 of the previous 30 years, he’s taken on the role of Chief Adviser to the interim Government of Bangladesh. That’s a role that some of the protesters had asked him to take on, which he’s accepted. And many things have landed on your desk as a result. Many controversies about the next elections, which we will talk about, when those are going to come, about
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