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’Twas the day before Christmas and the Cat was excited.

He was having a party. All his friends were invited.

“Merry Christmas!” the Cat said. “I’m happy you’re here.

Christmas is my favorite time of the year.”

Pheasants brought presents, while starfish and bears

played find-the-candy-canes and musical chairs.

There was lots of good food—cookies, cakes, grubs, and slugs.

“Thank you, Cat,” said a frog, “for this nice bowl of bugs.”

“I’m so glad I came,” said Fifi the Mouse.

“But I think I ate most of your gingerbread house!”
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With the Cat’s Christmas party under way in full swing,

a chorus of penguins decided to sing.

“Merry Christmas! Merry Christmas! Merry Christmas to you!

To the Cat in the Hat and to all his friends, too.

The food, the ornaments, the presents, the tree—

the Cat’s Christmas party is the place to be.”
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The Fish wrote his list and was checking it twice.

“Some fin lotion,” he said, “would be awfully nice.

I’d like a small bottle of Secrets of the Sea,

and Fin-tastic fish food would be dandy for me.”
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When the party was over, it was late Christmas Eve.

Little Ralph the Reindeer was ready to leave.

“Can you give me a ride, please? I cannot be late.

My parents are waiting so we can celebrate.

I live far away in cold Freeze-Your-Knees,

where there’s lots of snow and we grow Christmas trees.”
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