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  Chapter one
Introduction


In the context of Livestock Production Enterprises, the interdependence of animal welfare and animal health is critical for achieving successful and sustainable livestock management. Animal welfare encompasses the physical and psychological well-being of livestock, emphasizing their ability to live in an environment that minimizes stress, suffering, and discomfort. Key components of animal welfare include adequate shelter, nutrition, and water, as well as freedom from pain, injury, and disease. Furthermore, allowing animals to express natural behaviours—such as grazing and socializing—contributes significantly to their welfare [1, 2]. The ethical treatment of animals, as outlined by various regulatory bodies, also plays a vital role in promoting high welfare standards, which in turn enhances productivity and efficiency within livestock enterprises [3, 4]. 
The agreed international definition of animal welfare from the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) states [5]:
Animal welfare means the physical and mental state of an animal in relation to the conditions in which it lives and dies. An animal experiences good welfare if the animal is healthy, comfortable, well nourished, safe, is not suffering from unpleasant states such as pain, fear and distress, and is able to express behaviours that are important for its physical and mental state. Good animal welfare requires disease prevention and appropriate veterinary care, shelter, management and nutrition, a stimulating and safe environment, humane handling and humane slaughter or killing. While animal welfare refers to the state of the animal, the treatment that an animal receives is covered by other terms such as animal care, animal husbandry, and humane treatment.
Animal health is equally crucial, focusing on the prevention, management, and treatment of diseases that can adversely affect livestock productivity and welfare. Regular veterinary care, vaccinations, and biosecurity measures are essential to maintain animal health and prevent the spread of infections [4]. Additionally, proper nutrition is fundamental for promoting immunity and growth, while hygiene and sanitation in living environments help mitigate health risks [4]. Stressors such as overcrowding and environmental extremes must also be managed to safeguard animal health, as stressed animals are more susceptible to disease and less productive overall [6, 7].
The synergy between animal welfare and health directly influences the productivity of livestock enterprises. Healthier animals that are well-cared-for tend to produce higher-quality outputs, such as meat, milk, and wool, thereby enhancing the overall profitability of the operation [2, 8]. Studies have shown that improving animal welfare not only benefits the animals themselves but also leads to better economic outcomes for livestock stakeholders, as higher welfare standards often correlate with improved product quality and marketability [2, 9]. Thus, prioritizing both animal welfare and health is essential for the long-term sustainability and success of livestock production systems.
Livestock Production Enterprises, as referred to throughout this book, are agricultural businesses focused on the breeding, raising, and management of animals to produce various products and services. These enterprises play a crucial role in the agricultural industry by providing essential goods such as meat, milk, eggs, wool, and leather. Beyond product generation, livestock enterprises also contribute to land management, cultural practices, and the economies of many rural areas.
These enterprises manage a wide range of livestock, including cattle for beef and dairy, sheep for wool and meat, goats, pigs, and poultry such as chickens and turkeys. Some operations even specialize in raising animals like horses, rabbits, and alpacas. The type of livestock raised typically depends on market demand, climate, and available resources.
[image: Figure 1: Example of a Livestock Production Enterprise.  CCO, via Flickr.]
Figure 1: Example of a Livestock Production Enterprise.  CCO, via Flickr.

Livestock production is often categorized based on its primary focus. Meat production is a significant part of the industry, with livestock like cattle, pigs, sheep, and poultry raised for human consumption. Dairy production involves cows, goats, and sheep, which are used to produce milk and dairy products like cheese, butter, and yogurt. Egg production primarily comes from poultry, especially chickens. Fibre production focuses on animals like sheep, goats, and alpacas, providing wool and other fibres for textiles. Some enterprises also specialize in breeding livestock, providing animals for other farms or specific markets.
Farm management in these enterprises requires meticulous planning and the management of resources such as feed, water, shelter, veterinary care, and animal handling practices. Animal welfare and health are critical factors in maintaining high-quality and safe products, ensuring the well-being of livestock.
Livestock production enterprises have a substantial environmental and economic impact. They contribute significantly to global economies, especially in rural areas, by creating jobs, ensuring food security, and producing goods for international trade. However, managing their environmental footprint, including land use, waste management, and greenhouse gas emissions, is an ongoing challenge that these enterprises must address.
Many livestock production enterprises are also adopting new technologies and innovations to improve productivity. These include precision feeding systems, genetic selection for breeding, health monitoring, and automation for managing large-scale operations. These advancements help increase efficiency and maintain sustainability in livestock farming.
Livestock production enterprises are a vital component of the agricultural sector. They contribute to global food systems and economies while being governed by standards that promote sustainable, humane, and efficient production practices.
Poor livestock welfare is a significant concern in animal husbandry, often arising from inadequate care, poor living conditions, and inhumane treatment. Various factors contribute to this issue, including overcrowding, malnutrition, lack of veterinary care, inappropriate shelter, inhumane handling, lack of cleanliness, failure to provide enrichment, improper use of growth hormones and antibiotics, neglect of pregnant or nursing animals, and excessive isolation. Each of these factors can severely impact the physical and psychological well-being of livestock.
Overcrowding is a prevalent issue in livestock management, where animals are kept in cramped conditions that restrict their movement and natural behaviours. Such environments can lead to increased stress, aggression, injuries, and the rapid spread of diseases among animals. Research indicates that inadequate space can exacerbate these problems, leading to significant welfare concerns [10, 11]. The lack of proper space not only affects the physical health of the animals but also their mental well-being, as they are unable to engage in natural behaviours such as grazing and socializing [11].
Malnutrition or inadequate feeding is another critical aspect of poor livestock welfare. Providing insufficient or low-quality feed can lead to malnutrition, which compromises the immune system, stunts growth, and reduces overall productivity [11]. Additionally, failure to provide adequate water exacerbates these issues, leading to further health complications [11]. Studies have shown that livestock performance is significantly affected by the quality and availability of feed, highlighting the importance of proper nutrition in maintaining animal welfare [11].
The lack of veterinary care is a significant contributor to poor livestock welfare. In many regions, inadequate access to veterinary services results in untreated injuries and diseases, leading to prolonged suffering and decreased productivity [12, 13]. The absence of regular health check-ups and vaccinations can have dire consequences for livestock health, as diseases can spread rapidly in populations that lack proper medical attention [12]. Furthermore, the reliance on informal veterinary services often leads to substandard care, further compromising animal welfare [13].
Inappropriate shelter exposes livestock to extreme weather conditions, which can lead to serious health issues such as heat stress, frostbite, and hypothermia [10, 11]. Animals require adequate shelter to protect them from harsh environmental factors, and failure to provide such protection can lead to significant welfare challenges [11]. Similarly, inhumane handling and transport practices contribute to poor welfare outcomes. Rough handling during loading and transportation, along with long transport times without breaks for food and water, can cause significant distress and suffering in animals [14].
Lack of cleanliness and hygiene in livestock facilities is another critical factor affecting animal welfare. Unsanitary conditions can lead to infections, respiratory issues, and the spread of parasites and diseases [11]. Maintaining a clean environment is essential for preventing health problems and ensuring the overall well-being of livestock [11]. Moreover, the failure to provide enrichment opportunities denies animals the chance to engage in natural behaviours, leading to boredom and stress, which can manifest in abnormal behaviours such as pacing or self-mutilation [11].
Improper use of growth hormones and antibiotics poses additional risks to livestock welfare. The overuse of these substances can lead to health complications and contribute to antibiotic resistance, which is a growing concern in both veterinary and human medicine [15]. Furthermore, neglecting the specific needs of pregnant or nursing animals can result in complications for both the mother and offspring, further highlighting the importance of attentive care in livestock management [11].
Excessive isolation or lack of socialization can lead to significant psychological distress in livestock, as these animals are inherently social beings [11]. Keeping them isolated for extended periods can result in anxiety and behavioural issues, underscoring the need for social interaction in maintaining their welfare [11].
Addressing the various factors contributing to poor livestock welfare is essential for ensuring the health and productivity of these animals. Comprehensive strategies that encompass adequate space, nutrition, veterinary care, shelter, humane handling, hygiene, enrichment, responsible use of medications, and socialization are crucial for maintaining high welfare standards in livestock management.

Poor Animal Welfare and Production Losses
When animal welfare is compromised, livestock producers often see a decline in production. Research has shown that animals suffering from poor physical or mental health exhibit lower rates of growth, reproduction, and overall productivity. For example, livestock housed in inadequate environments may experience stress, poor nutrition, and discomfort, forcing their bodies to divert energy from growth and reproduction to simply maintaining internal balance. As a result, poor welfare conditions directly impact profitability in the livestock industry [16].
Producers may notice that animals experiencing welfare issues show changes in behaviour, such as increased aggression or lethargy, or a drop in production levels. While many producers are aware of the importance of providing adequate housing, food, water, and social contact, they may not always recognize the impact that poor handling practices have on animal welfare. Studies have shown that poor handling can lead to livestock developing a high fear of humans, which raises stress levels, further diminishing growth, production, and reproductive success. In pigs, for instance, research conducted in both Australia and the United States showed that high fear levels can reduce growth rates by 6-7% and reproduction rates by 4-7% [17].
[image: image-placeholder]







  
  Chapter two
Animal Welfare Regulations and Codes of Practice 


Knowing the Animal Welfare Regulations and Codes of Practice in your jurisdiction is important for several reasons, especially for those involved in livestock production, animal care, and related industries. Compliance with these regulations ensures that operations are conducted legally, ethically, and sustainably, benefiting both the animals and the businesses involved. 
First and foremost, legal compliance is a critical aspect of adhering to animal welfare regulations. These laws are legally binding, and failure to comply can lead to serious consequences, including fines, penalties, and even the closure of operations. Understanding the legal framework helps individuals and businesses ensure they are operating within the boundaries of the law, avoiding potential legal issues and maintaining their business operations smoothly.
Beyond legal obligations, there is an ethical responsibility to ensure animals are treated humanely. By understanding welfare regulations, businesses can ensure that animals are cared for in a way that prevents unnecessary suffering. Following codes of practice promotes good animal husbandry, aligning with the moral duty to support the physical and psychological well-being of animals under their care.
Another key reason for understanding animal welfare regulations is the importance of public and consumer trust. Consumers are increasingly concerned about how animals are treated in the production of food and other products. Adhering to welfare standards demonstrates a commitment to humane practices, which builds trust with the public, enhances brand reputation, and improves marketability. This trust can be a significant differentiator in competitive markets.
From a productivity perspective, animal health and productivity are closely linked to good welfare practices. Healthier animals are more productive, and poor welfare conditions can lead to stress, injuries, and diseases, reducing both productivity and profitability. Knowing and following welfare regulations helps producers maintain the well-being of their livestock, resulting in higher-quality yields and reduced veterinary costs.
In terms of risk management, non-compliance with animal welfare laws can expose businesses to risks such as legal action, loss of licenses, or consumer boycotts. Adhering to regulations minimizes these risks, ensures safer operations, and reduces liabilities, thereby protecting the business from potential threats.
Additionally, some codes of practice also address environmental concerns. This enhances environmental and community relations by ensuring that issues such as waste management and land use are properly managed. Compliance with welfare and environmental standards helps maintain positive relationships with local communities and regulatory authorities, preventing conflicts over animal treatment or environmental impact.
Knowledge of welfare regulations is also essential for market access and certifications. Many markets, particularly international ones, require proof of adherence to strict welfare standards. Being well-versed in these regulations can open up new market opportunities and increase product value, especially for certifications like organic or animal-friendly labels.
Finally, understanding animal welfare regulations supports improved staff training and management. By creating clear guidelines and training programs, businesses can ensure that staff involved in animal care and handling follow the best practices. This reduces the likelihood of welfare breaches and ensures proper care is given to animals at all stages of the production process.
Knowing and adhering to animal welfare regulations and codes of practice is essential not only for legal and ethical reasons but also for improving productivity, gaining consumer trust, managing risks, and accessing valuable markets. These practices form the foundation of a sustainable and responsible livestock operation.
Animal Welfare Regulations and Codes of Practice vary around the world, reflecting differing cultural, economic, and environmental contexts. However, many countries and regions share a common commitment to ensuring that animals are treated humanely, with laws and guidelines that aim to protect their well-being. 

Specific Regions
Below is an overview of how different regions approach animal welfare regulations and codes of practice.
1. European Union (EU)
The European Union has some of the strictest and most comprehensive animal welfare laws globally, applying both to farm animals and animals used for research or as pets.
	Regulations: The EU has enacted several directives, including:
	Council Directive 98/58/EC: Outlines general animal welfare standards for animals kept for farming purposes, focusing on proper care, housing, feeding, and health management.

	Council Directive 2007/43/EC: Specifically focuses on broiler chickens, establishing minimum welfare standards such as stocking density and lighting conditions.

	Regulation (EC) No 1099/2009: Regulates animal welfare at the time of slaughter, ensuring humane treatment during slaughtering procedures.

	Regulation (EC) No 1/2005: Governs the welfare of animals during transportation, emphasizing rest periods, feeding, and water access.




	Codes of Practice: Each EU country may also implement national codes of practice that offer guidance for industries on how to meet legal welfare standards. These can include guidelines on handling, housing, and humane euthanasia.



The European Union (EU) has established harmonized rules that cover a wide range of animal species and welfare-related issues, reflecting the EU's strong commitment to animal welfare. These rules are in place to ensure that all animals, particularly farm animals, are protected under uniform standards across member states, addressing various aspects such as housing, feeding, transport, and slaughter. These regulations aim to prevent unnecessary suffering and promote humane treatment [18].
A central piece of legislation is Council Directive 98/58/EC, which lays down the minimum standards for the protection of all farmed animals. This directive provides general guidelines for ensuring the well-being of animals across all species raised for farming purposes. It covers essential welfare aspects like the provision of adequate food and water, sufficient space, and appropriate living conditions. The directive is intended to ensure that animals are free from hunger, thirst, discomfort, and pain, while also enabling them to express natural behaviours [18].
In addition to this broad directive, the EU has enacted specific directives aimed at the protection of individual animal species. These targeted laws provide more detailed welfare requirements for animals like pigs, poultry, and cattle, ensuring that each species' particular needs are addressed. For example, certain species may require more specific housing or handling practices to meet welfare standards effectively [18].
The EU also sets comprehensive welfare standards for the transport and slaughter of animals. Transport regulations aim to minimize stress and suffering during the movement of animals, ensuring that they have access to water, rest, and are transported in suitable vehicles. Similarly, welfare standards for stunning and slaughter ensure that animals are handled and killed in a manner that minimizes pain and distress, reinforcing the EU's commitment to humane practices throughout an animal's life [18].
Legislation concerning wild animals and animals used for scientific purposes falls under the responsibility of the Directorate-General for Environment (DG Environment). This division oversees the implementation of regulations that govern the welfare of animals in non-farmed contexts, such as those in research or wildlife conservation, ensuring that their treatment aligns with environmental and ethical standards [18].
On 20 May 2020, the European Commission announced its intention to revise the existing EU animal welfare legislation to bring it into alignment with the latest scientific evidence. This decision recognizes the evolving understanding of animal welfare and the need for regulations that reflect current knowledge. The proposed updates aim to enhance protections for animals across various sectors, including farming, transport, and scientific research [18].
As part of this process, on 7 December 2023, the Commission adopted a proposal for the revision of the Regulation on the protection of animals during transport. This revision seeks to improve the welfare conditions during transportation, addressing concerns such as overcrowding, insufficient ventilation, and long transport times, which have been shown to cause significant stress to animals. Additionally, the Commission adopted a proposal for a new regulation on the welfare of dogs and cats, focusing on their traceability. This new regulation aims to combat illegal breeding and trading, ensuring that domestic animals are raised and sold under humane conditions [18].
The work is ongoing for other planned legislative proposals related to animal welfare, as the EU continues to refine and strengthen its regulations. These efforts highlight the EU's dedication to advancing animal welfare, ensuring that the latest scientific insights and ethical considerations are incorporated into law to improve the lives of animals across the Union [18].
2. United States
In the United States, animal welfare laws are a mix of federal, state, and local regulations, with some standards set by industry-specific codes.
	Federal Regulations:
	Animal Welfare Act (AWA): Enacted in 1966, it regulates the treatment of animals in research, exhibition, transport, and by dealers. However, the AWA does not cover farm animals raised for food production.

	Humane Slaughter Act: Requires that animals be rendered insensible to pain before being slaughtered.

	Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS): Oversees humane handling of livestock before and during slaughter, particularly under USDA regulations.




	Industry Codes of Practice: Although farm animal welfare is less regulated at the federal level, the agricultural industry often adopts voluntary codes of practice. For example, the National Chicken Council and National Pork Board provide welfare guidelines for producers.

	State Regulations: Some U.S. states, such as California, have passed specific animal welfare laws, like Proposition 12, which requires more space for farm animals like chickens and pigs.



In the United States, animal protection laws are created and enforced at every level of government, making the legal landscape complex and multifaceted. The majority of animal protection legislation is enacted at the state level, but there are also federal laws and local ordinances passed by cities and counties. This layered system makes it crucial for animal advocates to engage with lawmakers across all levels of government, as each level has the power to create meaningful change in animal welfare [19].
Federal Animal Protection Laws: While most animal protection laws are at the state level, the U.S. does have a few important federal laws that provide some level of protection to animals [19].
	The Animal Welfare Act (AWA), signed into law in 1966, is the primary federal law governing animal welfare. It regulates the treatment of animals in research labs, zoos, and those bred commercially for sale, such as those in puppy mills. The AWA directs the Secretary of the Department of Agriculture to set minimum standards for the handling, care, treatment, and transportation of these animals. It also prohibits dogfighting and cockfighting, provided these activities cross state lines. However, the AWA has been criticized for allowing some inhumane practices to continue unchecked due to loopholes and inconsistent enforcement.

	The 28 Hour Law, enacted in 1873, mandates that animals being transported to slaughter must be given a break every 28 hours for exercise, food, and water. However, birds such as chickens and turkeys, which are the most-farmed animals in the U.S., are exempt from this law, limiting its impact on large-scale agricultural operations.

	The Humane Slaughter Act, passed in 1958 and amended in 1978, requires that livestock be rendered unconscious before slaughter to minimize pain. Unfortunately, like the 28 Hour Law, this act excludes birds, meaning chickens and turkeys are not afforded the same protection. Moreover, enforcement has been inconsistent, as noted by government inspectors.

	The Endangered Species Act (ESA), enacted in 1973, protects species classified as threatened or endangered in the U.S. and internationally. The ESA is administered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Fisheries Service. The law outlines procedures for protecting these species and imposes penalties for violations, but it focuses mainly on wildlife conservation rather than animal welfare per se.

	The Preventing Animal Cruelty and Torture (PACT) Act, signed into law in 2019, made it a federal crime to commit extreme forms of animal cruelty—such as crushing, burning, drowning, or impaling—in cases that affect interstate commerce or occur within U.S. territories. The PACT Act builds upon the 2010 Animal Crush Video Prohibition Act, which banned the production and distribution of videos showing small animals being tortured or killed for entertainment.

	The Lacey Act, enacted in 1900, prohibits wildlife trafficking and the sale of plants and animals taken illegally. It was the first federal law aimed at protecting wild animals and also penalizes those who falsify documents about the transport and sale of wildlife.

	The Swine Health Protection Act (SHPA), passed in 1980, focuses on public health by regulating the feeding of "garbage" to pigs, as garbage may contain harmful pathogens. States can implement their own programs under SHPA, provided they meet federal guidelines.



State and Local Animal Protection Laws: The vast majority of animal protection laws are created and enforced at the state level. Each state has its own laws and regulations that define what constitutes animal cruelty, with penalties that vary depending on the severity of the offense. Every state now has felony animal cruelty laws, although the specifics differ widely [19].
Most state laws offer the strongest protections to companion animals, typically dogs and cats, though some also extend these protections to birds, horses, and other animals. Many states have passed laws regulating the care and treatment of companion animals, such as mandating how long shelters must hold stray animals before adoption or euthanasia. Laws requiring vaccinations, such as for rabies, and measures like "hot car laws," which make it illegal to leave pets in dangerously hot vehicles, are also common. Some states also have anti-tethering laws that restrict how long pets can be tied up outside, especially in extreme weather conditions. In recent years, states like California and Maryland have passed retail pet sale bans, which prohibit pet stores from selling animals from commercial breeders, requiring them to source pets from shelters and rescue groups instead [19].
Wildlife protections also exist at the state level, including laws governing hunting and fishing seasons and the humane treatment of animals used in entertainment. Some states have passed bans on the use of wild animals in performances, such as Illinois and New York, which were the first to ban the use of elephants in circuses [19].
Farmed animals, however, often receive less protection under state laws, with many farm practices exempt from general animal cruelty statutes. Some states have started to address this by enacting laws against intensive confinement in agriculture, which refers to practices like keeping hens in battery cages or pigs in gestation crates, where they are unable to move freely. States like California have led the way in passing laws to phase out these practices [19].
Local laws at the city and county level also play a critical role in animal protection. For example, many cities and counties have passed their own versions of retail pet sale bans, anti-tethering laws, and bans on wild animal performances. These local ordinances often pave the way for broader state or even federal regulations, as they reflect growing public concern for animal welfare [19].
In summary, animal protection laws in the United States exist at multiple levels of government, from federal laws like the Animal Welfare Act and the Endangered Species Act to state and local ordinances that address specific concerns within communities. While there are significant protections for some animals, particularly companion animals, farmed animals and those used in laboratories often receive far fewer protections, and enforcement of existing laws is sometimes inconsistent. Advocating for stronger and more consistent animal protection laws at all levels of government is critical to improving the welfare of animals in the U.S.
3. Australia
Australia is known for its detailed animal welfare standards, particularly regarding livestock production and transport.
	Regulations:
	Australian Animal Welfare Standards and Guidelines: Developed in consultation with stakeholders, these standards apply to the welfare of livestock across different stages of production. The standards are legally enforceable in most states and cover issues such as proper shelter, nutrition, handling, and humane slaughter.

	Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Acts: Enacted in each state or territory, these laws prohibit cruelty to all animals, ensuring their humane treatment in various industries.




	Codes of Practice: Australia has specific Model Codes of Practice for the Welfare of Animals, which serve as guidelines for specific species (cattle, sheep, pigs, etc.) and production systems. These codes detail acceptable management practices, housing, feeding, and healthcare.



While there are no national laws governing animal welfare in Australia, each state and territory has its own legislation that regulates the treatment of animals. These laws set out the obligations of animal owners and handlers to prevent cruelty and ensure humane care. The legislation includes [16]:
	Animal Welfare Act 1992 (ACT)

	Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1979 (NSW)

	Animal Welfare Act (NT)

	Animal Care and Protection Act 2001 (QLD)

	Animal Welfare Act 1985 (SA)

	Animal Welfare Act 1993 (TAS)

	Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1986 (VIC)

	Animal Welfare Act 2002 (WA)



These acts are enforced by respective government departments, such as Agriculture Victoria in Victoria or the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development in Western Australia. Each state’s legislation aims to prevent cruelty to animals and ensure that their welfare needs are met through proper care, nutrition, housing, and medical attention.
At the local government level, regulations focus on the management of companion animals, such as pet ownership and public health concerns. Local governments also play a role in promoting responsible pet ownership, ensuring that companion animals do not cause harm to people, other animals, or the environment.
The Australian Government has specific responsibilities related to international trade and agreements that impact animal welfare. This includes overseeing the welfare of animals involved in the live animal export trade and animals processed at export-registered slaughter facilities. The government also regulates the commercial killing of kangaroos through State Management Plans approved by the Department of Environment and Energy. Additionally, the Australian Government manages introduced animal populations under National Threat Abatement Plans, monitors animal research conducted on federal lands, and provides input into international animal welfare negotiations and treaties, such as the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES).
Australia’s three tiers of government – federal, state/territory, and local – share responsibilities for animal welfare. The state and territory governments take the lead, preparing and enforcing the majority of animal welfare laws, but all levels collaborate to ensure consistency in legislation, scientific research, and enforcement across the country. The Australian Government plays a significant role in international negotiations, trade, and treaties that have implications for animal welfare.
Animal Welfare Responsibilities
Everyone who interacts with animals in Australia has a responsibility to protect their welfare, ensuring they are adequately cared for. This duty applies to individual owners, animal industry groups, and community animal welfare organizations, each with specific roles in promoting animal welfare practices.
	Individual owners are expected to fulfill their duty of care, ensuring that animals in their charge are treated humanely. This includes following best practices from relevant legislation, codes of practice, and guidelines, and preventing their animals from harming others.

	Animal industry groups must represent their members’ interests in animal welfare discussions, provide factual information, promote best practices, and participate in developing policies and codes of practice. They are also responsible for sponsoring or conducting research that advances the knowledge and application of animal welfare standards.

	Community animal welfare groups advocate for animal welfare, raise public awareness, and work with the government to develop and enforce animal welfare legislation. These groups also play a key role in promoting best practices and advancing scientific understanding of animal care.



Government’s Role
The state and territory governments are responsible for the creation, enforcement, and promotion of animal welfare laws within their respective regions. They also collaborate with the Australian Government to work towards a consistent approach to legislation across the country. The Australian Government oversees animal welfare in relation to trade, international agreements, and certain national issues such as wildlife management and animal research.
Governments at all levels are tasked with:
	Developing scientifically backed policies and legislation to improve animal welfare.

	Promoting consistent animal welfare standards.

	Enforcing regulations and encouraging best practices across different industries.

	Consulting with stakeholders, including industry, animal welfare groups, and the public, to refine and develop policies that ensure the humane treatment of animals.



The Australian Animal Welfare Standards and Guidelines for Cattle
The Australian Animal Welfare Standards and Guidelines for Cattle were agreed upon by state and territory governments in 2016. These standards aim to provide clear and consistent guidelines for cattle welfare, ensuring humane treatment across different states. However, the timeline and method of implementation vary between states [20].
	In South Australia, the standards became legally enforceable on 15th April 2017.

	The Northern Territory has yet to implement the standards, but compliance will be overseen by Veterinary and Livestock Biosecurity Officers once they are adopted.

	In New South Wales, the standards are prescribed under the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1979, meaning they serve as guidelines that can be used as evidence in legal proceedings. These came into effect on 15th December 2017.

	Queensland supports the adoption of these standards but has not yet finalized their implementation.

	Western Australia has not regulated these standards yet but plans to do so after amendments to the Animal Welfare Act 2002 are completed.

	Victoria intends to implement the standards through a new Animal Welfare Act, currently under development.

	Tasmania is in the process of legislating parts of the standards, and it is expected that they will become law within 12 months.

	The Australian Capital Territory is reviewing the standards and is expected to implement them within 18 months as a code of practice.



Australia’s approach to animal welfare is complex, involving multiple levels of government and various stakeholders. State and territory governments hold the primary responsibility for legislation and enforcement, while the Australian Government focuses on areas related to trade, international agreements, and national wildlife management. Animal welfare in Australia is supported by a comprehensive framework of laws, guidelines, and codes of practice that ensure the humane treatment of animals across a variety of industries and settings. Ongoing efforts to align standards across the country, particularly in livestock industries, highlight the commitment to improving and maintaining high welfare standards.
4. Canada
In Canada, animal welfare laws are primarily provincial, with federal regulations focused on specific areas such as transport and slaughter.
	Regulations:
	Health of Animals Act: Federally regulates the humane treatment of animals during transport and at slaughter.

	Provincial Regulations: Each province has its own laws governing animal welfare. For example, Ontario’s Provincial Animal Welfare Services (PAWS) Act sets out standards for the care of all animals.




	Codes of Practice: Canada uses National Farm Animal Care Council (NFACC) Codes of Practice, which provide guidelines for the care and handling of farm animals. These codes cover housing, nutrition, health management, and transportation and are often referenced in provincial regulations.



In Canada, the responsibility for animal welfare primarily falls on the provinces and territories. Each region has its own legislation to ensure the protection and humane treatment of both farm and companion animals. These laws are typically broad in scope, covering various aspects of animal welfare, although some provinces have specific regulations addressing particular species or issues [21].
The Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) has a more limited role, primarily focusing on ensuring the humane transport of animals and the humane treatment of food animals in federally registered abattoirs. While animal care on farms is the responsibility of the producers and provincial or territorial authorities, the CFIA works closely with stakeholders to set standards of care and biosecurity. It also verifies that humane transport and slaughter requirements are respected in all federal slaughter facilities. In addition, the Criminal Code of Canada prohibits wilful acts of animal cruelty, including causing unnecessary suffering through neglect, pain, or injury. This law is enforced by police, provincial SPCA organizations, and ministries of agriculture [21].
Alberta
In Alberta, the Animal Protection Act and related regulations ensure the welfare of animals during all activities, excluding generally accepted practices like animal management or slaughter. Peace Officers, along with the RCMP and municipal police, enforce these laws. The Meat Inspection Act ensures that animals are slaughtered humanely when their meat is intended for human consumption. The Livestock Industry Diversification Act sets standards for farmed cervids and velvet antler removal, with oversight from the Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation.
British Columbia
In British Columbia (BC), the Animal Care Codes of Practice Regulation sets the National Farm Animal Care Council (NFACC) Codes of Practice as the standard for farm animal welfare. The Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act protects animals from distress during activities like farming. The Milk Industry Act and Food Safety Act ensure humane handling of dairy animals and farm animals during slaughter, respectively. Enforcement is carried out by the Ministry of Agriculture and Food, police, and the BC SPCA.
Manitoba
Manitoba’s Animal Care Act governs the welfare of farm animals, including during transportation, and is enforced by the Office of the Chief Veterinarian and special animal protection officers. The Act covers most farm animals, excluding generally accepted practices in husbandry and management.
New Brunswick
In New Brunswick, the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act provides protection for farm animals, with enforcement by the provincial SPCA and police. The Poultry Health Protection Act ensures the welfare of chicks during housing, with oversight from inspectors appointed by the Minister of Agriculture.
Newfoundland and Labrador
In Newfoundland and Labrador, the Animal Health and Protection Act and related regulations adopt codes of practice to ensure the welfare of domestic animals, including farm animals. These laws are enforced by appointed inspectors and police officers. The Meat Inspection Act governs the humane treatment of animals during slaughter, enforced by the Department of Government Services.
Nova Scotia
Nova Scotia enforces animal welfare through the Animal Health and Protection Act, which regulates disease control, quarantine, and vaccination. The Animal Protection Act safeguards animals during activities like slaughter, and the Meat Inspection Act ensures humane treatment during slaughter. Inspectors from the Ministry of Agriculture enforce these laws.
Northwest Territories and Nunavut
In both the Northwest Territories and Nunavut, the Herd and Fencing Act protects farm animals during housing, with enforcement by officers appointed by the Commissioner.
Ontario
Ontario's Provincial Animal Welfare Services Act establishes inspection powers and mandates standards of care for farm animals. The Bill 156, Security from Trespass and Protecting Food Safety Act and the Animals for Research Act regulate the treatment of farm animals in research and testing facilities. Various acts such as the Food Safety and Quality Act and the Livestock Community Sales Act cover the humane transport, slaughter, and sale of farm animals. Enforcement is carried out by inspectors appointed by the Ministry of Agriculture, Food, and Rural Affairs.
Prince Edward Island
In Prince Edward Island, the Animal Welfare Act protects farm animals from distress during any activity, with enforcement by inspectors appointed by the Ministry of Agriculture.
Québec
In Québec, the Animal Welfare and Safety Act ensures the protection and welfare of farm and companion animals, including standards for euthanasia and slaughter. The Food Products Act regulates the humane treatment of animals during transportation and slaughter. Enforcement is carried out by inspectors and veterinarians appointed by the Québec Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries, and Food.
Saskatchewan
Saskatchewan’s Animal Protection Act protects all animals from distress and establishes duties for animal care. The Animal Health Act focuses on disease prevention and biosecurity. Other laws, like the Stray Animals Act, deal with animal impoundment and care. These acts are enforced by various agencies, including animal protection officers and local governments.
Yukon
In the Yukon, the Animal Protection and Control Act mandates that all animal owners provide adequate care and control, referencing national codes of practice for most livestock species. The Act is enforced by officers from the Yukon Government and the RCMP.
Across Canada, animal welfare is regulated through a combination of provincial and territorial legislation, each addressing specific issues related to farm and companion animals. The Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) plays a crucial role in ensuring humane transport and slaughter, while the Criminal Code of Canada prohibits animal cruelty at a federal level. These laws and regulations ensure that animals are protected from unnecessary suffering, with enforcement carried out by various government agencies, police, and animal protection organizations [21].
5. United Kingdom
The UK has a long-standing commitment to animal welfare, with stringent laws that apply to both pets and farm animals.
	Regulations:
	Animal Welfare Act 2006: This is the core piece of legislation for protecting animals in England and Wales. It mandates that owners meet the needs of their animals, including providing proper nutrition, environment, and medical care.

	Welfare of Farmed Animals (England) Regulations 2007: This outlines the standards for farm animal welfare, including housing, feeding, handling, and disease prevention.

	Welfare of Animals at Slaughter or Killing (WASK) Regulations 1995: These regulations ensure that animals are slaughtered humanely.




	Codes of Practice: The UK government has also published codes of practice for various species, providing guidance for farmers on meeting the legal requirements of welfare standards.



The Animal Welfare Act 2006 is the cornerstone of animal welfare legislation in the UK, providing protection for all vertebrate animals. It establishes a framework under which animal owners and keepers have a duty of care to ensure the well-being of animals under their responsibility. The Act outlines specific needs that must be met, including providing a suitable environment, proper diet, and opportunities for animals to exhibit normal behaviour. It also specifies requirements for animals to be housed with or apart from other animals, depending on their needs, and mandates protection from pain, injury, suffering, and disease [22].
The Act strictly prohibits any form of animal cruelty, which includes actions that cause unnecessary suffering, mutilation, or poisoning of animals. Failure to comply with these regulations can result in severe penalties, including being banned from owning animals, facing unlimited fines, or even imprisonment for up to five years. This underscores the serious legal and ethical responsibilities placed on those who own or care for animals [22].
Specific Regulations Under the Act
Several regulations supplement the Animal Welfare Act 2006, including the Welfare of Farmed Animals (England) Regulations 2007, which set minimum welfare standards for all farm animals. These regulations outline basic conditions under which farm animals must be kept, with species-specific standards provided for different types of animals. For instance, Schedules 2 to 9 of these regulations give detailed requirements for the care of specific species, such as pigs, cattle, poultry, and sheep. These standards ensure that farm animals are provided with adequate space, nutrition, and health care to maintain good welfare [22].
Additionally, the Mutilations (Permitted Procedures) (England) Regulations 2007 make it an offense to carry out procedures that interfere with the sensitive tissues or bone structure of an animal, except in specific circumstances where exemptions are allowed. These exemptions apply to procedures such as ear tagging for identification or castration for reproduction control, provided certain conditions are met. This regulation aims to prevent unnecessary harm while allowing for essential procedures that support animal management and welfare [22].
On-Farm Animal Welfare Codes of Practice
In addition to legislation, farmers and animal keepers must also adhere to species-specific codes of practice. These welfare codes provide detailed guidance on how to meet the requirements of the legislation. While they are not legally binding, the codes play a crucial role in promoting good standards of stockmanship and animal care. They outline best practices for caring for farm animals, ensuring that their welfare needs are met in accordance with both ethical standards and legal requirements [22].
Although these codes of practice are not law, failure to follow them can be used as evidence in court to demonstrate breaches of the Animal Welfare Act or other relevant legislation. This makes it essential for anyone working with animals to familiarize themselves with the codes and incorporate them into their daily management practices. The codes cover a wide range of species, including laying hens, broiler chickens, ducks, turkeys, cattle, pigs, sheep, goats, deer, rabbits, and gamebirds reared for sport [22].
6. New Zealand
New Zealand has some of the most progressive animal welfare laws, focusing on treating animals as sentient beings with specific needs.
	Regulations:
	Animal Welfare Act 1999: This is the primary piece of legislation in New Zealand. It requires all those responsible for animals to meet their physical, health, and behavioural needs, ensuring protection from unnecessary harm.

	Animal Products Act 1999: This act addresses the humane treatment of animals in the meat production industry.




	Codes of Welfare: New Zealand's Codes of Welfare, issued by the Ministry for Primary Industries, set out minimum standards and best practices for different species, covering areas like housing, health, and humane euthanasia.



In New Zealand, the management and care of farm animals are regulated by several key laws and codes of practice, all aimed at ensuring the well-being of animals. These regulations are designed to provide guidelines that not only protect the welfare of animals but also ensure that they are cared for in a way that meets their physical, behavioural, and health needs. New Zealand is recognized for its strong commitment to animal welfare, and the comprehensive legal framework reflects this [23].
The five essential laws and regulations governing farm animal care and management in New Zealand are: the Animal Welfare Act 1999, the Code of Welfare for Dairy Cattle, the Code of Welfare for Pigs, the Code of Welfare for Poultry, and the Code of Animal Health and Welfare. Together, these legal instruments cover the wide spectrum of animal welfare concerns, from general principles to species-specific guidelines.
The Animal Welfare Act 1999
The Animal Welfare Act 1999 is the cornerstone of animal welfare legislation in New Zealand. This Act establishes the general principles of animal care and ensures that all animals are treated with respect and dignity. The Act defines the responsibilities of animal owners and handlers to meet the needs of their animals, ensuring they have proper food, water, shelter, and care. It also prohibits the cruel treatment of animals, including neglect, abuse, and unnecessary suffering [23].
A key feature of the Animal Welfare Act is the creation of the National Animal Welfare Advisory Committee (NAWAC), which advises the government on animal welfare matters, including the development of codes of practice. The Act’s strong emphasis on preventing cruelty and ensuring that animals' welfare needs are met provides a foundation for the specific welfare codes that follow [23].
The Code of Welfare for Dairy Cattle
The Code of Welfare for Dairy Cattle is a specific code of practice that outlines the minimum standards of care for dairy cattle. This code covers every aspect of dairy cattle husbandry, from housing and feeding to health care and handling. It includes guidelines for milking practices, ensuring that animals are not overmilked or handled in ways that could cause stress or injury. The code also sets out recommendations for maintaining proper nutrition and hygiene, as well as ensuring that cows have access to clean water and comfortable shelter [23].
The Dairy Cattle Code ensures that dairy cows are managed in a way that promotes their health and welfare, taking into account their behavioural needs. By setting out these standards, the code helps dairy farmers maintain high welfare standards while optimizing productivity in the industry.
The Code of Welfare for Pigs
The Code of Welfare for Pigs provides the minimum standards of care required for the management of pigs. This code addresses various aspects of pig farming, including housing, nutrition, health management, and welfare practices. The welfare of pigs is a critical concern in intensive farming systems, and this code is designed to ensure that pigs are not subjected to conditions that could cause unnecessary stress or suffering.
The Pig Welfare Code includes guidelines for housing systems, such as ensuring that pens are large enough to allow pigs to move freely and express natural behaviours. It also covers health care, emphasizing the importance of regular health checks, proper disease management, and appropriate veterinary care. By adhering to this code, pig farmers can ensure they meet both the legal and ethical requirements for pig welfare [23].
The Code of Welfare for Poultry
The Code of Welfare for Poultry sets out the minimum standards for the care of poultry, including chickens, turkeys, and other birds raised for eggs or meat production. This code addresses the specific needs of poultry, from their housing and feeding arrangements to their health and overall welfare. It also includes standards for stocking density, ensuring that poultry have sufficient space to move around and exhibit natural behaviours.
The Poultry Welfare Code covers all aspects of husbandry, including ventilation, lighting, and hygiene in poultry houses, as well as health care and biosecurity measures to prevent disease outbreaks. This code ensures that poultry are raised in conditions that meet their physical and behavioural needs, contributing to both their welfare and productivity.
The Code of Animal Health and Welfare
The Code of Animal Health and Welfare is a broad code of practice that applies to all animals, regardless of species. It sets out minimum standards for animal husbandry, including housing, feeding, health care, and overall welfare. This code is designed to ensure that animals are managed in a way that promotes their health, prevents suffering, and allows them to live in a suitable environment.
The Animal Health and Welfare Code applies to a wide range of farm animals, ensuring that they are provided with the care necessary to keep them healthy and productive. It includes guidelines for disease prevention, proper feeding practices, and maintaining suitable living conditions for all farm animals. By following this code, farmers and animal handlers can ensure they meet the overall welfare requirements for the animals in their care [23].
7. Brazil
In Brazil, animal welfare is increasingly gaining attention due to the country’s large livestock industry.
	Regulations:
	Federal Law 9,605/98 (Environmental Crimes Law): Although not specific to animals, it prohibits mistreatment of animals and provides penalties for violations.

	Normative Instructions: Brazil has issued various normative instructions focused on animal welfare, especially concerning transport and slaughter.




	Codes of Practice: The Brazilian government has developed guidelines in collaboration with industry organizations for cattle, poultry, and other livestock, aiming to improve the welfare of animals in production systems.



Brazil's approach to animal welfare has a long history, beginning with the 1924 decree that prohibited any behaviour or activity causing suffering to animals. This early law laid the foundation for Brazil's ongoing commitment to protecting animals from cruelty. It prohibited harmful recreational activities involving animals and established basic protections for their welfare. A more comprehensive decree followed in 1934, stipulating that animals must not be overworked or kept in environments where they cannot breathe, move, or rest. The decree also mandated that animals be provided with air, light, and a quick, humane death, whether or not they were destined for human consumption. It also prohibited the abandonment of sick, injured, or mutilated animals and required owners to provide necessary care, including veterinary assistance. This decree was notable for allowing lawyers from the Public Ministry or animal protection organizations to represent animals in court, a unique legal provision that granted animals a degree of legal standing not found in many countries, such as the United States [24, 25].
Brazil’s 1988 constitution further strengthened animal protection by mandating that the government must actively protect animals from cruelty. This constitutional protection was invoked in 1997 in a landmark decision by the Brazilian Supreme Court to uphold a ban on the Farra do Boi, a festival in Santa Catarina where bulls and oxen were tortured and killed. This ruling was significant as it set a legal precedent, reinforcing that cultural practices cannot justify cruelty to animals, and affirming the constitutional mandate to protect animals from mistreatment [24, 25].
In 1998, Brazil passed a law that expanded upon the protections established by the 1934 decree by imposing harsher penalties for cruelty to domestic and wild animals. The law set a punishment of 3 months to a year of imprisonment and a fine, with the sentence increased by one-sixth to one-third if the animal died as a result of cruelty. A further update to the Penal Code in 2012 increased the penalties, raising imprisonment to 1 to 4 years, and up to 6 years if the animal was killed. These escalating penalties reflect Brazil's growing commitment to punishing acts of cruelty more severely and its intention to deter such behaviours [24, 25].
However, the 1998 law did not specifically address farm animals, which are a significant part of Brazil's agricultural economy. In 2000, the government introduced a Normative Instruction to regulate pre-slaughter handling and slaughter methods, ensuring that handling minimized stress and banning the use of aggressive instruments during slaughter. In 2008, additional instructions were issued, focusing on procedures for rearing and transporting animals and encouraging the adoption of Manuals of Good Practice, although these manuals are voluntary. That same year, the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock, and Food Supply established the Permanent Technical Commission of Animal Welfare, which works to promote animal welfare through education, training, and the dissemination of technical materials related to livestock [24, 25].
One major shortfall in Brazilian animal welfare law is the exclusion of birds—which represent the majority of land animals slaughtered for food—from laws governing transport or export related to animal welfare. This gap highlights an area where further protections are needed [24, 25].
Brazil made significant strides in regulating the use of animals in scientific research with the passage of its first federal law on the subject in 2008. This law created a National Animal Control and Experimentation Committee and institutional Ethical Committees on Animal Use, requiring adherence to the principles of the Three Rs: replacement of animals with non-animal methods, reduction in the number of animals used, and refinement of techniques to minimize suffering. This law marked an important development in the ethical treatment of animals used for research purposes, aligning Brazil with global trends in reducing reliance on animal testing [24, 25].
In 2014, Brazil took another step forward by banning most animal testing for cosmetics, although exceptions remain for testing ingredients with unknown effects and for testing conducted in other countries, provided the products are sold in Brazil. While this was a positive move, the continued allowance of some forms of testing shows that more progress is needed to fully eliminate cosmetic testing on animals [24, 25].
Despite these advancements, Brazil's animal welfare system has room for improvement. In 2014, the country received a C rating on the World Animal Protection's Animal Protection Index, indicating that while progress had been made, Brazil still lags behind in certain areas, especially compared to countries with more stringent animal protection laws [24, 25].
In 2020, under President Jair Bolsonaro, Brazil further toughened its stance on animal cruelty with a law specifically targeting the mistreatment of dogs and cats. This law imposes harsher penalties, with those found guilty of mistreatment facing 2 to 5 years of imprisonment and a fine. Additionally, convicted individuals are banned from owning animals, marking a significant step toward addressing cruelty toward pets [24, 25].
8. South Africa
In South Africa, animal welfare is regulated through laws primarily aimed at preventing cruelty.
	Regulations:
	Animals Protection Act of 1962: Prohibits the abuse or neglect of animals and provides penalties for violations.

	Meat Safety Act: Ensures humane treatment of animals during slaughter.




	Codes of Practice: South Africa has developed best practice guidelines for different livestock sectors, often aligned with international welfare standards.



In South Africa, animal welfare is regulated through a series of laws and regulations primarily focused on preventing cruelty and ensuring the humane treatment of animals. The legislative framework covers various aspects of animal care, including protection from abuse and neglect, as well as standards for humane slaughter. These laws reflect South Africa’s commitment to safeguarding animals, both domestic and farmed, from mistreatment, and they align with global trends toward ethical treatment of animals.
Animals Protection Act of 1962
The cornerstone of South Africa's animal welfare legislation is the Animals Protection Act of 1962. This law prohibits any form of abuse or neglect toward animals, making it a criminal offense to inflict unnecessary suffering, harm, or failure to provide proper care for animals. The Act applies to all animals, including farm animals, pets, and working animals. Under this law, those found guilty of animal cruelty can face penalties such as fines, imprisonment, or both, depending on the severity of the offense. The Act is critical in addressing intentional acts of cruelty as well as cases of neglect, where animals are deprived of basic necessities such as food, water, and shelter.
The Animals Protection Act serves as the primary legal instrument for preventing animal cruelty in South Africa and is widely enforced by various animal welfare organizations and law enforcement agencies. The law ensures that individuals who own or work with animals are held accountable for their treatment, promoting a legal obligation to care for and protect animals under human control.
The primary law, the Animal Protection Act of 1962, prohibits cruelty to animals and lays out specific offenses related to animal suffering. While the law provides for the protection of a wide range of animals, including domestic animals, birds, reptiles, and certain wild animals under human control, it does not explicitly recognize animals as sentient beings [26].
The Animal Protection Act is a key piece of legislation that prohibits abuse, neglect, and cruelty toward animals. The Act covers a broad spectrum of offenses, including overloading animals, keeping them in unsanitary or overcrowded conditions, denying them food or water, and failing to provide necessary veterinary care. It also criminalizes inflicting psychological suffering, such as infuriating or terrifying animals, which acknowledges the mental distress animals may experience [26].
However, the Act's limitations are notable. It does not extend to fish or wild animals in their natural environments, focusing mainly on animals under human control. Additionally, the law does not explicitly define animals as sentient beings, meaning their capacity to experience emotions and pain is not formally acknowledged in legal terms, although some recognition of sentience can be inferred through the Act's prohibitions on physical and psychological suffering [26].
The enforcement of the Animal Protection Act is carried out primarily by the Societies for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCAs) and the police. The Minister of Justice has the overall responsibility for ensuring compliance with the law. Offenders found guilty of animal cruelty can face fines, imprisonment, confiscation of animals, or a ban on animal ownership. Additionally, organizing animal fighting can lead to more severe penalties, including imprisonment for up to two years [26].
However, there are concerns about the effectiveness of enforcement. It is unclear whether the government provides consistent financial support to the SPCAs for enforcing the Act, and there are indications that enforcement is under-resourced. Reports suggest that public authorities often struggle with limited capacity, a lack of training, and inadequate penalties for offenders. Moreover, while the Animals Matter Amendment Act No. 42 of 1993 allows the Minister of Justice to allocate funds to animal welfare organizations, this funding appears to be discretionary rather than a formal, budgeted contribution, raising concerns about the sustainability of enforcement efforts [26].
South Africa has developed several Codes of Conduct and Standards for different species, including dairy cattle, pigs, and poultry. These standards, produced by the South African Bureau of Standards (SABS) and the Livestock Welfare Coordinating Committee (LWCC), are based on best practices for animal welfare and often align with international guidelines. However, these codes are largely voluntary and non-binding, meaning they rely on industry self-regulation rather than government enforcement [26].
While these codes offer detailed guidance on humane treatment, handling, transportation, and slaughter, they are not legally enforceable. This voluntary nature poses challenges in maintaining consistent animal welfare standards across the country. For instance, the public must purchase these codes from the SABS, which limits access and awareness among the broader public and stakeholders, further hindering widespread adoption of best practices.
Meat Safety Act
The Meat Safety Act is another significant piece of legislation that plays a key role in ensuring the welfare of animals, specifically during the process of slaughter. This Act establishes regulations to ensure that animals are treated humanely and experience minimal stress during pre-slaughter handling and the slaughtering process itself. The humane treatment of animals is especially important in the livestock industry, and the Meat Safety Act outlines protocols for handling, transporting, and slaughtering animals to minimize their suffering. These protocols include requirements for stunning animals before slaughter to prevent pain, as well as guidelines on the handling of animals in slaughterhouses.
The Meat Safety Act is critical for ensuring that animal welfare standards are maintained throughout the meat production process. The Act also contributes to food safety by regulating the conditions under which animals are slaughtered, thereby ensuring that meat products are safe for human consumption. By enforcing humane slaughter practices, South Africa aligns itself with international welfare standards, promoting ethical practices in the livestock sector.
Codes of Practice
In addition to legislative measures, South Africa has developed a range of Codes of Practice that provide best practice guidelines for different livestock sectors. These codes are not legally binding but are widely adopted by farmers, producers, and industry stakeholders as standards for ensuring high levels of animal welfare. The guidelines cover various aspects of animal care, including housing, feeding, transportation, and health management, with the aim of minimizing stress and promoting the well-being of livestock.
Many of these Codes of Practice are aligned with international welfare standards, ensuring that South Africa's animal welfare practices are consistent with global norms. By adopting these best practices, the livestock industry is able to improve animal health, reduce suffering, and enhance productivity. These codes also help businesses meet the expectations of consumers, who are increasingly concerned with the ethical treatment of animals in food production.
9. India
India has growing awareness around animal welfare, with strong legal protections, especially for animals considered sacred.
	Regulations:
	Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960: This is the main law that protects animals from abuse, cruelty, and neglect.

	Transport and Slaughter Laws: India also has specific regulations regarding the humane treatment of animals during transport and slaughter.




	Codes of Practice: India is developing animal welfare codes, often informed by international standards, especially for cattle and poultry.



India, as one of the most bio-diverse regions in the world, is home to a vast array of species, including iconic animals such as the Bengal Tigers and the Great Indian Rhinoceros. Over recent years, animal protection and welfare have gained significant prominence within the country, with laws like the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act of 1960 and the Wildlife Protection Act of 1972 providing a legal framework for the protection of animals. Additionally, various states have enacted their own legislation, such as cattle protection and cow slaughter prohibition laws, to address region-specific animal welfare concerns. These legislative efforts demonstrate India's commitment to safeguarding its diverse wildlife and ensuring the welfare of domestic animals.
Animal welfare is enshrined in the Indian Constitution as a fundamental duty of every citizen. Article 48A, introduced by the 42nd Amendment in 1976, mandates that the State shall strive to protect and improve the environment, including safeguarding the country's forests and wildlife. While these constitutional provisions are not directly enforceable in courts, they lay the groundwork for various animal protection laws and policies at both the central and state levels. Moreover, courts have taken an expansive interpretation of these provisions, incorporating them into the fundamental right to life and liberty under Article 21, making them judicially enforceable. This development underscores the importance India places on the protection of animals, both in terms of legislation and constitutional duties.
In India, the primary sources of law include the Constitution, statutes, customary law, and case law. The country operates as a federal union, with 28 States and 8 Union Territories, each governed by its own legislative body. Parliament at the central level enacts laws for the entire country, while state legislatures pass laws for their respective states. These laws are supplemented by subordinate legislation, such as rules and regulations, enacted by both central and state governments. The common law system—inherited from British colonial rule—forms the backbone of the legal system, with significant reliance on judicial precedents. This system allows higher court decisions, such as those from the Supreme Court of India and High Courts, to shape legal interpretations and guide lower courts.
The Indian Penal Code (IPC) of 1860 also plays an important role in animal welfare. Sections 428 and 429 of the IPC provide penalties for acts of cruelty against animals, such as killing, poisoning, or maiming. These provisions complement specific animal welfare statutes, providing further legal protection to animals across the country.
The Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act of 1960 is the cornerstone of India's animal cruelty laws. Its primary goal is to prevent the infliction of unnecessary pain or suffering on animals. The Act defines "animal" as any living creature other than a human being and outlines a wide range of offenses under Section 11. These offenses include beating, kicking, overloading, and abandoning animals, as well as keeping animals in cages or chains that restrict their movement. Additionally, the Act prohibits using animals as bait for other animals and organizing animal fights for entertainment.
To further enforce animal welfare, the Act established the Animal Welfare Board of India (AWBI), responsible for advising the government on animal welfare policies, including the humane treatment of animals during transport and captivity. The AWBI also promotes public education on animal welfare and oversees the registration of animals used in entertainment.
However, the Act provides some exemptions. Practices such as dehorning and castration of cattle, destruction of stray dogs in lethal chambers, and the killing of animals for religious purposes are not considered cruelty. These provisions reflect the diverse cultural and religious practices in India, balancing animal welfare with traditional customs.
Animal protection is also embedded in India's Directive Principles of State Policy. Article 48A emphasizes the state's responsibility to protect and improve the environment, which includes the preservation of wildlife. While these principles are not directly enforceable, they have paved the way for comprehensive animal protection laws at both the central and state levels. Over time, Indian courts have developed an extensive legal jurisprudence in animal law, interpreting the Right to Life under Article 21 to include the protection of animals from cruelty.
India's federal structure divides legislative powers between the central and state governments. Article 245 of the Indian Constitution allows Parliament to make laws for the entire country, while Article 246 allocates specific subjects to Union, State, and Concurrent lists. In the context of animal rights, the State List gives states the power to preserve and protect livestock and prevent animal diseases, while the Concurrent List allows both central and state governments to legislate on the prevention of cruelty to animals and the protection of wild animals and birds. This system ensures that animal welfare is addressed at both national and regional levels.
Despite India's extensive legislative framework, there are several challenges in effectively protecting animals. Penalties under the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act are often considered too lenient to deter cruelty. For example, the fine for first-time offenders can be as low as Rs. 10, while subsequent offenses carry a maximum fine of Rs. 100 or three months imprisonment. This has led to calls for stricter penalties and more robust enforcement mechanisms.
Another challenge lies in the exemptions provided by the Act, particularly regarding religious practices and the destruction of stray dogs. While these exemptions aim to respect cultural diversity, they also create loopholes that can be exploited to evade accountability for animal cruelty.

Global Cooperation and Standards
Internationally, several organizations contribute to setting global standards for animal welfare:
	World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE): Provides international guidelines on animal welfare, including transportation, slaughter, and disease prevention.

	Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO): Works on improving global food systems and includes animal welfare as part of its sustainable agriculture goals.



Across the globe, animal welfare regulations and codes of practice are becoming more stringent and increasingly aligned with ethical, environmental, and economic considerations. While the specific details of these regulations vary by country and region, the general principles of humane treatment, proper care, and welfare management are shared universally. Understanding these regulations and codes is essential for individuals and businesses to ensure legal compliance, promote ethical standards, and meet consumer expectations.

Applying Regulations and Codes of Practice
Livestock production enterprises use Animal Welfare Regulations and Codes of Practice as a foundational framework to guide and shape their activities and practices. These regulations not only ensure compliance with legal obligations but also promote ethical, humane treatment of animals, which is essential for maintaining public trust, improving productivity, and accessing certain markets. Here’s a detailed look at how these enterprises integrate these standards into their operations:
1. Regulatory Compliance and Legal Obligations
One of the primary reasons livestock production enterprises adhere to animal welfare regulations is to remain in compliance with national and regional laws. Regulatory bodies, such as the European Union (EU) and the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), establish minimum standards of care for livestock, covering aspects like housing, feeding, health management, transportation, and slaughter.
For example, the Animal Welfare Act in the U.S. sets standards for animals in commercial use, while the EU’s Council Directive 98/58/EC outlines the protection of all farmed animals. These laws mandate practices that reduce animal suffering, ensure humane treatment, and avoid penalties. Non-compliance can lead to legal consequences, including fines, penalties, and reputational damage. Thus, adherence to welfare laws is an integral part of daily operations for these enterprises, guiding how animals are housed, fed, and transported.
2. Ethical Treatment and Industry Best Practices
Beyond legal requirements, livestock enterprises use Codes of Practice to inform ethical and humane treatment of animals. These codes, which are often developed by industry bodies, governments, or animal welfare organizations, provide practical guidance on animal care. They address species-specific needs and outline best practices for various aspects of animal management, including nutrition, behaviour, and veterinary care.
For instance, Australia’s Model Codes of Practice for the Welfare of Animals provide detailed recommendations for livestock handling, transport, and husbandry that go beyond the legal minimum. By following these guidelines, enterprises ensure that animals are treated with dignity and respect, which is essential for maintaining ethical standards and enhancing the reputation of the industry.
3. Improving Animal Health and Productivity
Good animal welfare directly correlates with better animal health and increased productivity. Livestock production enterprises understand that animals in poor health or living in stressful conditions are less productive and more prone to disease, which can affect meat, milk, and egg quality. By adhering to welfare regulations and codes, enterprises ensure that animals are kept in environments that reduce stress and improve overall health.
For example, ensuring that animals have access to adequate space, ventilation, and proper nutrition as per welfare guidelines helps to prevent common health issues like respiratory problems, malnutrition, and injuries from overcrowding. Healthier animals require less veterinary intervention, which reduces operational costs and improves yield. In this way, adherence to welfare codes becomes an economically beneficial practice.
4. Shaping Livestock Housing and Infrastructure
Animal housing and infrastructure are crucial aspects of livestock management, and animal welfare regulations play a pivotal role in shaping these elements. Welfare standards often specify the minimum space requirements, bedding types, ventilation, lighting, and temperature control needed to maintain animal health and well-being.
For example, EU welfare regulations dictate that certain species, such as pigs and chickens, must be kept in enclosures that allow them to engage in natural behaviours like turning around, stretching, and lying down. In intensive farming settings, this means enterprises must design their facilities to prevent overcrowding and promote comfort. Codes of practice may also recommend features like windows for natural light, slatted floors for waste management, or automated feeding systems to ensure animals have consistent access to food and water.
5. Transport and Slaughter Practices
Transportation and slaughter are two critical areas where welfare regulations are closely followed by livestock production enterprises. Welfare standards typically require that animals be transported with minimal stress and handled humanely during the process. For example, the EU’s Regulation (EC) No 1/2005 sets out detailed requirements for the transport of livestock, including rest periods, food, and water access, as well as limits on transport times.
In terms of slaughter, regulations such as the Humane Slaughter Act in the U.S. and the Humane Methods of Slaughter Act in many countries mandate that animals be stunned before slaughter to minimize pain and suffering. Livestock enterprises must invest in equipment and train staff to ensure compliance with these laws, which are critical to maintaining animal welfare and avoiding penalties.
6. Staff Training and Animal Handling
Proper animal handling is essential for maintaining welfare standards, and enterprises often rely on welfare regulations and codes of practice to inform staff training programs. Welfare codes provide guidance on how to handle animals during everyday activities, such as feeding, moving, and caring for sick animals. Enterprises must train their employees to ensure that they handle animals with care, reducing stress and preventing injury.
For instance, in Australia, codes of practice emphasize the importance of training staff in low-stress handling techniques, which are designed to calm animals and prevent aggressive behaviour during handling or transportation. By providing staff with the knowledge and skills to handle animals according to welfare standards, livestock enterprises improve animal welfare outcomes and reduce the risk of accidents or injuries.
7. Access to Markets and Certifications
Many export markets and retailers demand that livestock products come from farms that adhere to high welfare standards. Compliance with animal welfare regulations and codes of practice is often a prerequisite for obtaining certifications like organic, free-range, or animal-friendly labels, which are increasingly important to consumers. Meeting these welfare standards allows enterprises to access premium markets and increases the value of their products.
For example, Certified Humane and Animal Welfare Approved are labels that indicate livestock have been raised according to stringent welfare guidelines. Adhering to these standards can differentiate products in competitive markets and appeal to consumers who prioritize animal welfare in their purchasing decisions.
8. Responding to Public and Consumer Pressure
As consumer awareness of animal welfare issues grows, livestock production enterprises are increasingly influenced by public pressure to improve their practices. Regulations and welfare codes often reflect societal expectations about how animals should be treated. By adhering to these guidelines, enterprises can maintain consumer trust and avoid public backlash.
In some cases, enterprises may go beyond the minimum legal requirements to adopt higher welfare standards in response to consumer demand. For example, companies may phase out intensive confinement systems like gestation crates for pigs or battery cages for hens, even if these practices are still legal. This proactive approach not only enhances animal welfare but also improves the enterprise’s public image.
Livestock production enterprises use Animal Welfare Regulations and Codes of Practice as essential tools to shape their daily operations, from housing and feeding to transport and slaughter. These standards ensure legal compliance, promote ethical treatment, improve animal health and productivity, guide infrastructure design, and help meet market demands. By following these regulations and codes, enterprises can enhance their reputation, gain access to premium markets, and align with societal expectations for humane treatment of animals.
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