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Gary Charles Evans was born to Roy Evans and Flora Mae Lee in Troy, New York on October 7th, 1954. He had an older half sister named Robbie who was the product of a previous relationship for his mother.  There was also a family friend named Jo Realm who was considered his “older sister.” 

Gary wore thick glasses in school and was teased. His father also subjected him to regular beatings whenever Gary disobeyed him. He would beat the boy unmercifully with a leather strap, making welts form across his back. 

Roy was an Army corps pilot until being discharged. He was aimless after his military service ended, working as a bartender but then becoming permanently disabled after flying head first through a car windshield in an accident. He would then take out his life's frustrations on his family, particularly Gary. 

Roy Evans would often make his son stay at the dinner table until he finished his food. There were occasions when he would tie him to the dining room chair and force feed liver to Gary. 

Gary would also allege that his father would sexually assault him, “doing vile things”  which he “wouldn't wish on anyone.”

His parents would have violent arguments and forced Gary to stay in his room, confining him like the future prisoner he would become. He would not be allowed to watch television, draw or do any other pursuits which may have interested him. 

His “big sister”, Jo Realm, would give him food, passing dinner plates from her room to his because their apartments were so close.  

His mother, Flora, worked primarily in retail and in a factory. The factory she worked for closed down, however,  so Flora turned to housekeeping to make ends meet. 

Flora suffered from mental illness and attempted suicide several times. She would often make these suicide threats in front of both Gary and his sister, traumatizing them. On one occasion, she waved a gun around, threatening to kill herself. When her husband tried to intervene she accidentally shot him in the shoulder. 

Flora would have scars on her wrists from slitting them so many times. She would bring men home and make Gary stand watch outside the door while they had sex. 

His mother would continue her suicidal ways, one time she threatened to jump off the roof of their apartment building but Robbie tearfully talked her out of it. Sometimes Flora would wander to the railroad tracks and stand in the crossroad, waiting for the train to come run her over. 

Robbie would again talk her out of it, convincing her how much she and Gary loved her. 

“The whole nature versus nurture argument comes to bear in looking at Gary's background,” forensic psychologist Wendy Lipscomb said. “He was abused by his father physically and perhaps sexually. This coupled with the mental abuse by his mother made the wiring in his brain abnormal, without question. He had no one to turn to for guidance really other than his sisters Robbie and big sister Jo. He would remain wired that way for the rest of his life, having more of an ability to relate to women more so than men. His victims would all be men.”
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Gary's life of crime would start at the age of eight. He had stolen a ring worth over $1,000 in addition to comic books and toys. His mother was a thief herself, shoplifting items at will.

The constant bickering between his parents would end when Gary was fourteen years old as they would finally divorce. 

Flora would remarry and divorce four more times over the next three years. She had Gary would move to Potterville, New York but her new husband would prove to be an abusive alcoholic. Later, she would marry a man named “Jim” who was another alcoholic. Going through another divorce, Flora declared herself to be a lesbian and got a girlfriend. 

Gary would be forced to live with his older sister (Robbie) and her husband. 

His brother-in-law was prone to violence, abusing both Gary and his sister. This would force Gary out onto the streets where he would fend for himself, ping-ponging between the streets and his mother's home. 

Gary began to support himself by whatever means he could, mostly by stealing from drug dealers to obtain money. At the age of sixteen, he broke into a home and serve three months for the burglary. 

By the mid-1970s, Gary would spend a lot of time being homeless. He would break into cars, trucks, and abandoned buildings. Eventually, he would live with two childhood friends. One was a man named Michael Falco who reportedly tortured and sexually abused animals. The other was fellow thief, Timothy Rysedorph. Gary would live in a shed behind their apartment before he moved in. 

“They played baseball or stick ball or something when they were little kids,” Dana Rysedorph, the wife of Tim said. “They rode their bikes together and did the things that little kids do. And they may have shared an apartment when (Rysedorph) was about 19.”

“But since I started dating Tim, I never saw the man (Gary Evans),” Dana said. “The first time I saw the man was when the police showed me a mug shot. I'd like to know when Tim had time to fit this in. All he ever did was work and spend time with us. But because he knew (Evans, he's supposed to be side-by-side with him?”

Having these two partners in crime, Gary would step up his thievery, becoming adept at appraising antiques and jewelry. He would run a con on local antique dealers, pretending to be an expert. He would study their storefronts for openings in which he could later break in. 

Both Falco and Rysedorph would assist him in these antique store burglaries. The trio would bypass store alarms by tunneling outside the walls in order to enter the store undetected. 

Evans would be convicted for fifteen antique-store robberies over the course of his life. 

“Gary was the ringleader of the group of friends from around his block,” Lipscomb said. “He held no emotions for them, however. He viewed them as a means to an end, people that he could use and later discard if they proved to be a liability. For the most part, he was a loner. He could sleep out in the woods and go for long periods of time without the need for any contact. He didn't so much have friendships with men as much as he had partners in crime.”

Gary would have many girlfriends, mainly Deirdre Fuller. The two would date from 1977 until 1990 but the relationship would be a tumultuous one. He was okay with her dating other men, as long as they were Caucasian. When Deirdre began dating a black man, Gary became enraged. 

He wanted everything he had ever given her back. 

“I would like to kill a woman and a nigger,” he would later state to friends. 

On January 13th, 1977, Gary would be caught burglarizing a home in Lake Place, New York. He would be sentenced to four years in prison, being held at the Clinton Correctional Facility in Dannemora, New York. 

Six months later, his father would die of throat cancer while Gary was held in jail. 

He would serve two years of the four year sentence until his release. When he got out, he went back into the same pattern of petty theft with Tim Rysedorph and Michael Falco. 

They would use their apartment as a fencing headquarters for all of their stolen goods before renting out a storage unit. 

The trio would evade capture for almost a year until Gary was stopped by police and caught with a few hundred dollars in stolen goods. 

Gary, still on parole, was immediately sent back to prison, this time to the old Rensselaer County Jail in downtown Troy, New York. 

On this occasion, however, he would befriend some Hells Angels inside who engineered an escape. Gary would be captured five hours after fleeing the prison and be punished with solitary confinement. 

Gary would remain in prison and be denied parole this time around. 

The New York State Department of Corrections then transferred him to Attica State Prison which housed the most violent criminals. Gary was spared being placed in the general population but it is here that Jim Horton, the chief investigator of his crimes, believed that Gary turned violent. 

He would work as an informant for Jim Horton, telling them of impending petty crimes that he knew were about to take place, setting up a large drug bust with a man named Archie Bennett. 

“Gary was a good talker when he wanted to be,” Lipscomb said. “He knew he could charm and he couldn't. By running cons in the antique business, he quickly learned the art of negotiation. He was able to parlay this skill in getting a 'job' of sorts as an informant.”

Gary would be released from prison on December 29th, 1982 but once again return to his old pals, particularly Michael Falco. 

Two months later, however, Gary's mother would die in a freak accident. She fell on some ice while entering her car and hit her head on the bumper. 

Gary grieved but soon returned to his life of crime with Falco and Rysedorph. He would break into a home on Easter, 1983 and once again be arrested. 

Back in prison, he remained there for a year before being set free on a “conditional release program.” This mandated that he had to be on his best behavior for the remaining nine months of his sentence. 

Gary would scoff at the court order. He went back to burglarizing homes as soon as he was released. Teaming up with Falco, the two thieves would not get caught over the next nine months. 

On February 16th, 1985, the duo would go to East Greenbush, New York in Falco's brown Plymouth. They had two large duffel bags, a police scanner, a rope ladder and other burglary tools. 

Parking behind an antique shop, they propped up a portable toilet and made their way to the top of the roof.

Gary and Falco then dropped down from a hatch on the roof. In just minutes, they would fill the duffel bags with whatever they could; gold, jewelry, valuables all tallying up to $15,000. 

They climbed back out of the store and whooped and hollered at the size of their stolen booty. 

A cop, however, pulled up behind them as they were about to leave. 

He asked what they were doing behind the building and the two men casually explained that they had to “take a piss.”

The cop took their identification down and let the two thieves go, Gary's charm enabling them to get away. 

“At this point of his life, Gary was a career criminal,” Lipscomb said. “He was intelligent, with the ability to meticulously plan a robbery. He could walk into a store and see the ways in and out, ways in which the ordinary person would never dream. But for all this intelligence he could not see the trajectory that his life was on. He was only intelligent in certain things. He did not have a clue when it came to living a sustainable life. He was one a road destined to prison and true to like minded criminals he did nothing to get off that path. He embraced it instead.”

On April 21st, 1985, Gary went to Troy, New York to sell dope to two marijuana dealers. The dealers gave him the money ($12,000) and when they went to his trunk to retrieve the marijuana, Gary sprinted away.  The two men gave chase and Gary circled back around, getting into their vehicle and speeding away. 

The dope dealers then called the police, telling them that Gary had robbed them of both the money and the car by gunpoint. 

Making his way into Cohoes, New York, Gary would run a red light. 

A cop immediately pulled him over but Gary thought the officer
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