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All things fill the space between heaven and earth, and there are five things that are the largest in size and the most numerous: the first is water, the second is fire, the third is wood, the fourth is metal, and the fifth is earth. For human beings, they cannot survive without these five things, and lacking any one of them is unacceptable. Therefore, the sage kings attached great importance to them. These five things manifest as the five planets in the sky, correspond to the five directions on the earth, represent the five virtues in the four seasons, are embodied as the five constant virtues in humans, are reflected as the five notes in music, appear as the five colors in writing, and the overall use of their essence and qi is called the Five Elements. 

After the Three Dynasties, those skilled in numerology emerged, and scholars of the theory of disasters and anomalies tried their best to elaborate on this theory. They classified all things in heaven and earth, including animals and plants, regardless of their size, by associating them with the five things, calling them the categories of the Five Elements. They believed that humans are born with the complete qi of the Five Elements, so they are the most intelligent among all things. As for other animals and plants, each only gets a partial qi. Their manifestations, such as beautiful flowers and fruits, odors and tastes, feathers, scales, colors, and the characteristics of being gentle or tough, are all due to the predominance of one type of qi. When there are strange and abnormal changes and they lose their original nature, they are associated with events and classified according to good or bad omens and their impacts. Their theories are particularly intricate and detailed. 

When a king rules the world, he should govern the people in accordance with the principles of heaven and earth and obtain resources from all things to meet people's needs. If the government follows the right path and takes resources without excessive exploitation, heaven and earth will cooperate for a good harvest, all things will thrive, and the people will live in peace and happiness. This is called the supreme state of governance. If the government deviates from the right path and over - exploits resources, causing harm and suffering to the people, the qi of heaven and earth will be in disorder, the three luminaries will deviate from their normal courses, and the balance of yin and yang, as well as the seasons, will be disrupted. This will lead to natural disasters such as floods, droughts, locust plagues, windstorms, hailstorms, thunder and fire, mountain collapses, floods, spring dry - ups, untimely snow and frost, and abnormal precipitation. Sometimes, phenomena like mirages, rainbows, and strange lights may also occur. These major natural disasters and anomalies in heaven and earth all result from bad governance. When we trace their origins and verify them against human affairs, we often find that they are closely related to the mistakes made by the government and occur in accordance with the type of wrongdoings. However, there are also times when the connections cannot be established through deduction. Isn't it because the vastness of heaven and earth contains things that are inherently unknowable? There are countless types of things in the world. Even the divinations about trivial matters in families and alleys may sometimes match human affairs, while at other times they have no corresponding meaning at all. These are not worth mentioning. As the saying goes, "When there is a sudden thunderstorm and strong wind, one must be vigilant." A gentleman respects heaven. When he sees something behaving abnormally and losing its original nature, he will think about what has caused it and be cautious. He will not neglect even the slightest sign. However, scholars of the theory of disasters and anomalies do not think this way. They always try to associate events with specific omens. When it is difficult to establish a connection, they will make far - fetched associations to fit their theories.  

Since the Han Dynasty Confucians such as Dong Zhongshu, Liu Xiang and his son Liu Xin, they have all studied the "Spring and Autumn Annals" and the "Great Plan", but they have missed the sages' original intentions. When they encountered difficulties in understanding, the father and son's views contradicted each other. How lamentable it is! In the past, Jizi presented to King Wu of Zhou the "Great Plan" written by Yu. The content was divided into nine categories and nine chapters, called the "Nine Categories". Upon examination, the statements in it were not originally related to each other. However, Liu Xiang wrote the "Five - Element Transmission" and attached the five affairs, the grand norm, and various omens to the Five Elements. If he thought that all eight affairs belonged to the Five Elements, then when it came to the eight government affairs, the five calendars, the three virtues, the methods of divination, the blessings, and the extremes, he could not make the attachments. As a result, the "Great Plan" lost its logical order. This shows the so - called far - fetched associations to fit the theory. However, since the Han Dynasty, no one has criticized this. Moreover, the theories about auspicious signs, disasters, and diseases are part of the numerology. Therefore, they are briefly preserved here, hoping that scholars with profound knowledge and wide learning can examine and make choices.  

What are called disasters are those that affect things and can be known, such as floods, droughts, locust plagues and the like. Anomalies are those whose causes cannot be known, such as solar eclipses, comets, the falling of five stones, and the flying backwards of six wild geese and the like. In the "Spring and Autumn Annals", Confucius recorded disasters and anomalies without specifying their corresponding events, which shows his prudence. He believed that the way of heaven is far - reaching and not something that can be explained clearly to people. When a gentleman sees these changes, he should know that it is a warning from heaven and should be fearful, repent and self - examine. If one tries to deduce the corresponding events, there will be cases where they match and cases where they don't, cases where they are the same and cases where they are different. When there are non - matches and differences, it may make the gentleman slack and think it is just a coincidence and not be afraid. This is the profound meaning. Since the sages were so prudent and did not make claims, yet later generations still fabricated fallacies to make wild speculations about heaven. Such ideas should not be passed on. Therefore, after examining the events since the Wude era, I have roughly followed the "Five - Element Transmission of the Great Plan" to record the disasters and anomalies, and omitted the corresponding events.  

The "Five - Element Transmission" says: "If one hunts without resting, feasts without due respect, goes in and out without self - restraint, seizes the peasants' farming time, and has evil schemes, then wood will lose its ability to be either straight or bent." This means that plants will not grow well, often break and wither, and there will be strange changes and they will lose their original nature. It also says: "If one's demeanor is not respectful, it is called lack of solemnity. The fault is recklessness, the punishment is constant rain, and the extreme consequence is misfortune. Sometimes there will be strange clothing, sometimes there will be turtle - related disasters, sometimes there will be chicken - related misfortunes, sometimes there will be diseases where the lower part grows on the upper part, sometimes there will be green omens and green auspicious signs, and mouse - related anomalies. It is the case of metal causing disorder to wood."  

Wood loses its ability to be either straight or bent. 

In the fourth year of the Wude era, the withered tree in the Laozi Temple in Bozhou regained its branches and leaves. Laozi was the ancestor of the Tang Dynasty. The divination said: "When a withered tree comes back to life, powerful ministers will take control of the government." Sui Meng thought it meant that there would be someone receiving the mandate of heaven. In March of the ninth year, the east pillar of the Shun Tianmen Tower, which had already collapsed, stood up by itself. The divination said: "When a fallen wooden pillar stands up by itself, it is a disaster for the country." 

On the day of Jiashen in November of the second year of the Yonghui era, the dense fog froze and enveloped the trees, and it didn't thaw for several days. Liu Xiang believed that wood represents the lesser yang and symbolizes noble officials. When someone is about to cause harm, the yin qi will oppress the wood and bring cold first, so it rains and freezes. This is also called "tree armor". "Armor" symbolizes war. 

In August of the fourth year of the Xianqing era, plums grew on a peach tree. Li is the royal surname of the state. The divination says: "When a tree bears abnormal fruits, the ruler of the state will suffer misfortune." 

On the day of Guiyou in December of the first year of the Lindu era, the thick fog did not disperse throughout the day. On the day of Jiaxu, there was freezing rain on the trees. 

On the day of Yiwei in November of the third year of the Yifeng era, the dim fog filled the air in all directions and did not disperse throughout the night. On the day of Bingshen, there was freezing rain on the trees. 

In March of the fourth year of the Chuigong era, osmanthus seeds rained down in Taizhou and it didn't stop until more than ten days later. The divination said: "When plants and trees fall from the sky like rain, many people will die." 

In October of the second year of the Changshou era, the tamarisk and fir trees beside the Vast Image Divine Palace all turned into cypresses. Cypresses stay green throughout the four seasons without changing their branches or leaves, symbolizing the integrity of scholars and gentlemen; tamarisks and firs are soft and brittle, representing the nature of petty people. This phenomenon symbolizes that petty people occupy the positions of gentlemen. 

On the day of Guiyou in October of the first year of the Yanzai era, there was white fog and freezing rain on the trees. 

On the day of Gengshen in March of the fourth year of the Jinglong era, there was freezing rain on the trees. 

In the second year of the Jingyun era, there was a persimmon tree in the former residence of Emperor Gaozu. It had withered since the Tianhou era and then came back to life at this time.  

In the 21st year of the Kaiyuan era, a withered poplar tree in Pengzhou grew plum branches and bore fruit, which was the same as the event in the Xianqing era when a peach tree grew plum branches. In the 29th year of the Kaiyuan era, the withered trees in the Laozi Temple in Bozhou revived. On the day of Jisi in November of that year, it was extremely cold and there was freezing rain on the trees, which did not thaw for several days. 

On the day of Gengzi in March of the first year of the Yongtai era, there was frost at night and ice on the trees. 

In November of the second year of the Dali era, the swirling fog was like snow, and there was ice on the plants and trees. In the ninth year, the withered Chinese juniper in the Qingtang Taoist Temple in Shenshan County, Jinzhou, revived. 

In the spring of the first year of the Xingyuan era, there was a plum tree in Zhenyuan County, Bozhou. It had been planted for fourteen years and was one foot and eight inches tall. Then its branches suddenly shot up, reaching a height of six feet, and the canopy was more than nine feet in circumference. Li is the royal surname of the state. The divination says: "When a tree's branches shoot up, there will be bandits in the state." In that year, the withered willow in the Secretariat revived. 

In December of the first year of the Zhenyuan era, there was freezing rain on the trees. In the first month of the fourth year of the Zhenyuan era, wooden objects rained down in Chenliu for about ten li. They were as thick as a finger, more than an inch long, and hollow inside. Those that fell stood upright like planted ones. Trees growing below but falling from above are a sign of the reversal of the superior and the inferior; being broken and hollow inside is a symbol of villains; standing upright is a sign of self - reliance. In the winter of the twentieth year, there was freezing rain on the trees.  

On the day of Jiyou in September of the fifteenth year of the Yuanhe era, there was a heavy rain. Fifteen or sixteen out of ten trees were broken without wind, which was similar to the phenomenon of trees uprooting themselves. The divination says: "When trees uproot themselves, the country will be in turmoil." 

On the day of Dingchou in November of the third year of the Changqing era, there was freezing rain on the trees. In Chengdu, chestnut trees bore fruits that tasted like plums when eaten. 

On the day of Bingshen in November of the first year of the Baoli era, there was freezing rain on the trees. 

In the third year of the Dazhe era, papayas grew on plum trees in Chengdu, but they were hollow and not full. On the day of Bingxu in December of the seventh year, there was night fog and freezing rain on the trees. 

On the day of Xinchou in September of the fourth year of the Kaicheng era, it snowed and there was freezing rain on the trees. On the day of Jisi in October, the same thing happened. 

On the day of Dingchou in December of the first year of the Huichang era, there was freezing rain on the trees. On the day of Jiyou in the first month of the fourth year, there was freezing rain on the trees. The same thing happened on the day of Gengxu. 

In April of the fourteenth year of the Xiantong era, the fruits of plum trees in Chengdu turned into papayas. People at that time thought that since Li was the imperial surname, this transformation was a sign that the state would be seized by others.  

In the spring of the second year of the Guangming era, a sandalwood tree in Meizhou that had withered and fallen suddenly came back to life overnight. 

Persistent rain 

IN THE AUTUMN OF THE sixth year of the Wude era, it rained continuously in the Guanzhong area for a long time. The Lesser Yang is called sunshine, and the Lesser Yin is called rain. When the power of Yang weakens, the power of Yin prevails, so there is persistent rain. 

In the spring of the fifteenth year of the Zhenguan era, there was continuous heavy rain. 

In August of the sixth year of the Yonghui era, there was a heavy rain in the capital city. 

In August of the first year of the Xianqing era, there was continuous heavy rain, which did not stop until after ninety days. 

On the day Renzi in May of the second year of the Kaiyuan era, after a long - lasting rain, the city gates of the capital were blocked. In September of the sixteenth year, it rained continuously in the Guanzhong area, which damaged the crops.  

In the autumn of the fifth year of the Tianbao era, there was heavy rain. In August of the twelfth year, it rained continuously. In the autumn of the thirteenth year, there was a long - lasting heavy rain that damaged the crops and did not stop for sixty days. In September, the north gates of the city blocks and markets were closed, wells were covered, women were prohibited from entering the streets and markets, sacrifices were made to Xuanming and the Grand Altar of the Soil, and the Mingde Gate was blocked. The city walls and houses in the capital were almost completely damaged, and people also suffered from food shortages.  

On the day Guihai in March of the second year of the Zhide era, it started to rain heavily and did not stop until the day Jiasu. 

In April of the first year of the Shangyuan era, it rained until the intercalary month. In the autumn of the second year, there was continuous heavy rain for months, and fish appeared in the ditches and drains. 

On the day Bingwu in September of the first year of the Yongtai era, it rained heavily until the day Bingyin. 

In April of the fourth year of the Dali era, it rained until September. The north gates of the city blocks and markets were closed, an earthen platform was set up, an altar was placed on the platform, and yellow flags were erected to pray for clear weather. In August of the sixth year, continuous rain damaged the autumn crops. 

On the day Yimao in the first month of the second year of the Zhenyuan era, there was a heavy snowfall that lasted until the day Gengzi. The snow on the flat ground was several feet deep, and there was yellow and black dust - like substance on the snow. On the day Yisi in May, it rained until the day Bingshen. At that time, there was a severe famine. Just as the wheat was about to be harvested, there was continuous heavy rain again, which made people very worried. In the spring of the tenth year, it rained until the intercalary fourth month, with only one or two - day breaks in between. In the autumn of the eleventh year, there was heavy rain. On the day Jimi in August of the nineteenth year, there was continuous heavy rain.  

In April of the fourth year of the Yuanhe era, the ceremony to enfeoff Prince Ning as the Crown Prince was cancelled because the rain wet the ceremonial robes. In October, when another date was chosen for the ceremony, it was cancelled again due to the rain wetting the robes. This is close to the situation of continuous rain. In July of the sixth year, continuous rain damaged the crops. In May of the twelfth year, it rained continuously. On the day Renxu in August, it rained until the day Wuxu in September. On the day Guiwei in February of the fifteenth year, there was heavy rain. In August, there was continuous rain, and the north gates of the city blocks and markets were closed. In the prefectures of Song, Cang, Jing, etc., there was heavy rain from the day Guiyou in June until the day Dinghai, and almost all the houses were flooded. 

In June of the first year of the Baoli era, it rained until August. 

In the summer of the fourth year of the Dàhé era, it rained in the prefectures of Yùn, Cáo, Pú, etc., almost destroying all the city walls, city gates, and houses. On the first day of the first month (Gēngzǐ) of the fifth year, there was overcast and snowy weather in the capital city for more than ten days. 

In July of the fifth year of the Kaicheng era, there was continuous rain. When burying Emperor Wenzong, the hearse got stuck and couldn't move forward. 

In April of the tenth year of the Dazhong era, it rained until September. 

In June of the ninth year of the Xiantong era, there was continuous rain and the Chongmingde Gate was affected.  

In the autumn of the fifth year of the Qianfu era, there was a long - lasting heavy rain. The Fen River, the Hui River and the Yellow River overflowed, damaging the crops.  

In August of the autumn in the first year of the Guangming era, there was a long - lasting heavy rain. 

In August of the first year of the Tianfu era, there was continuous rain. 

Fashionable evils. 

In the early Tang Dynasty, when court ladies rode horses, following the old Zhou Dynasty etiquette, they wore mimi (a kind of veil), which covered their whole bodies. After the Yonghui era, they used weimao (a kind of hat with a veil), with a skirt attached that reached the neck, showing a bit of skin. By the end of the Shenlong era, mimi disappeared completely. All these were signs of women getting involved in affairs.  

Grand Tutor Changsun Wuji made a felt hat called huntuo with black wool, and many people imitated him. This hat was called "Duke Zhao's huntuo". It was a sign of fashionable evils. 

Emperor Gaozong once held an inner banquet. Princess Taiping wore a purple shirt, a jade belt, and a black silk folded-up headdress, with seven accessories on her belt, and danced in front of the emperor. The emperor and Empress Wu laughed and said, "Women cannot be military officers. Why are you dressed like this?" It was a sign of fashionable evils. 

During the reign of Empress Wu, her favored courtier Zhang Yizhi made a seven - treasure bed curtain for his mother Zang, which had the shapes of fish, dragons, phoenixes and mythical birds. He also provided an elephant - ivory bed and a rhinoceros - horn mat.  

Princess Anle asked the Imperial Workshops to weave two skirts with the feathers of a hundred birds. When viewed from the front, they were one color; from the side, another color; in the sunlight, yet another color; and in the shadow, still a different color, and the shapes of all the hundred birds could be seen. She presented one of them to Empress Wei. The princess also made shoe - covers with the fur of a hundred beasts, while Empress Wei made hers with the feathers of birds. All of them showed the shapes of the birds and beasts. The cost of workmanship was extremely high. When the princess first got married, the Yizhou region presented a single - silk green gauze cage skirt, with flowers and birds embroidered in gold thread. The embroidery was as thin as a hair and as small as a millet grain, with eyes, noses, beaks and claws all clearly defined, and could only be seen clearly by those looking closely. All these were signs of fashionable evils. After she made the feather skirts herself, many noble officials and wealthy families imitated her, and the feathers of rare birds and the furs of strange beasts in the Jiang and Ling regions were almost all collected.  

The younger sister of Empress Wei once made a leopard - head pillow to ward off evil spirits, a Baize (a mythical creature) pillow to repel demons, and a lying - bear pillow to ensure the birth of a son. These were also signs of fashionable evils. 

In November of the third year of the Jinglong era, during the suburban sacrifice, Empress Wei served as the second sacrificer. Women were appointed as Zhainiang (female attendants in sacrifices) and performed duties in sacrificial costumes. This was a sign of fashionable evils. 

Emperor Zhongzong bestowed the pattern of headdresses on the prime ministers such as Zong Chuke. The style was tall and slanting forward, which was the headdress the emperor wore when he was still a prince. Therefore, people at that time called it the "slanting - forward headdress of the Prince Ying". "Slanting - forward" means falling forward.  

In the first month of the 25th year of the Kaiyuan era, the Taoist priest Yin Yin was appointed as a court remonstrator and handled official affairs in Taoist priest's clothes. This was also a sign of fashionable evils. 

At the beginning of the Tianbao era, the nobility and common people liked to wear Hu (ethnic minorities in the north and west) clothes and hats. Women wore step - shaking hairpins and had narrow collars and sleeves. Yang Guifei often used false hair buns as jewelry and liked to wear yellow skirts. This was a sign of fashionable evils. People at that time had a saying: "The false hair buns are thrown into the river, and the yellow skirts float away with the water."  

At the end of the Yuanhe era, women had round - coiled and knotted hair buns, without hair ornaments, and did not apply rouge and powder. They only painted their lips with black paste, looking like those crying sorrowfully. The round - coiled hair buns indicated that they did not stand out on their own; the appearance of crying sorrowfully was a symbol of grief and pity. 

During the reign of Emperor Wenzong, high - topped straw sandals were woven in the areas between Wu and Yue. They were as delicate as brocade and silk, which had never been seen in previous dynasties. Sandals are items for the feet. Woven from grass and not being proper formal wear, yet being decorated, they were probably a sign of excessive extravagance among the sneaky and useless people.  

In the fifth year of the Qianfu era, people in Luoyang all wore the same kind of hats as those worn by scholars.  Also, some eunuchs carved wooden pieces in the shape of heads to line their head - wraps, and all the officials imitated them. The workshops were as busy as a market. When sawing the wood, they would say, "This is sawing the head of a minister, this is sawing the head of a general, this is sawing the head of a military supervisor." This was a sign of fashionable evils.  

During the reign of Emperor Xizong, the court ladies tied up their hair extremely tightly. When they were in Chengdu, women in Sichuan imitated them, and it was then called the "prisoner's hairstyle". 

At the end of the Tang Dynasty, women in the capital city combed their hair in a way that the two sideburns framed their faces, looking like knotted hair buns, which was then called the "abandon - home hairstyle". Also, it was popular among the common people to use glass as hairpins and bracelets. This was a sign of fashionable evils. "Abandon - home" and "glass" (which sounds similar to "displacement" in Chinese) were all omens of displacement.  

During the reign of Emperor Zhaozong, the princes in the Sixteen Mansions competed with each other in extravagance. Each of them had their own style of headscarves. When people in the capital imitated them, they would say, "Make me the headgear of a certain prince." Those with insight regarded it as inauspicious. 

Turtle - related omens 

AT THE BEGINNING OF the Dazhu era, a tortoise with six eyes was captured in Qianzhou, but it disappeared overnight. 

In the second year of the Shangyuan reign of Emperor Suzong, alligators gathered on the city gates of Yangzhou. Deng Jingshan, the military commissioner, asked his clan brother Deng Ting about it. Deng Ting replied, "Alligators are armored creatures and symbols of war." 

In the third year of the Zhenyuan reign, fish and soft-shelled turtles in Runzhou flowed down the river, and all of them had no heads.  In the third year of the Dazhong era, there were insects in the territory under the jurisdiction of Weibo that looked like turtles and chirped non - stop day and night. This was an omen related to turtles. 

When Qin Zongquan was in Caizhou, the ground in the city suddenly cracked, and a rock emerged. It was five or six feet high and more than one zhang in length and width, just like a huge turtle.  

Chicken omens. 

In July of the third year of the Chuigong era, a hen in Jizhou transformed into a rooster. 

In the first month of the first year of the Yongchang era, a hen in Mingzhou turned into a rooster. In August, a hen in Songzhou turned into a rooster. 

In the spring of the second year of the Jinglong era, a chicken in a commoner's family in Kuangcheng County, Huazhou, had three feet. Jing Fang's "Yi Yao Zhan" says: "If the ruler follows the words of women, then there will be chicken omens." 

Emperor Xuanzong of the Tang Dynasty was fond of cockfighting. All the noble officials and imperial relatives followed suit. Some poor people even played with wooden chickens. Those with insight believed that chickens belong to the You (Rooster) among the twelve Earthly Branches, which was the year of the emperor's birth; and fighting is a symbol of war. This was a chicken omen. 

In September of the eighth year of the Dazhong era, a rooster in a commoner's family in Kaocheng County turned into a hen. It brooded over its chicks but crowed like a rooster. The rooster turning into a hen was a sign that the royal family would decline, and it was contrary to the normal behavior of a hen. During the reign of Emperor Xuan of the Han Dynasty, a hen turned into a rooster. By the time of Emperor Yuan, the Wang family began to rise. It was the gradual development that led to the disaster.  

In July of the sixth year of the Xiantong era, a chicken in a commoner's family in Pengcheng, Xuzhou, grew horns. Horns are a symbol of war, and chickens are small livestock, which are like the low - class kind.  

The illness of the lower part affecting the upper part. 

In July of the fourteenth year of the Xiantong era, a hunter in Xiangyi, Songzhou, caught a pheasant with five feet, three of which grew out of its back. The feet growing out of the back was a sign of the lower challenging the upper; the five feet represented a large number. 

Blue omens and blue auspicious signs. 

In April of the seventeenth year of the Zhenguan era, Prince Jin was established as the crown prince, and there was a blue aura surrounding the eastern palace. The presence of an inauspicious atmosphere at the time of the enfeoffment was an ill omen. On the Renxu day of June in the eighteenth year, there was a blue - black cloud six feet wide, stretching from the Chen to the Xu direction, and its length spanned the sky.  

In the ninth year of the Dazhonghe era, the medicine in Zheng Zhu's box turned into tens of thousands of flies and flew away. Zheng Zhu first advanced through medicine and magic arts. The medicine turning into flies was a sign of his downfall and death. It was similar to a blue omen. In June of the third year of the Qianyuan era, at dusk, there were three streaks of blue air in the northwest. 

Rat - related omens 

IN THE AUTUMN OF THE first year of the Wude era, Li Mi and Wang Shichong were confronting each other across the Luo River. One night, all the rats in Li Mi's camp crossed the river and left. The divination said: "If rats leave at night for no reason, there will be war in the city." 

In the thirteenth year of the Zhenguan era, rats damaged the crops in Jianzhou. In the twenty - first year, rats damaged the crops in Yuzhou. 

In the third year of the Xianqing era, a large rat appeared in the courtyard of the residence of Changsun Wuji. For more than a month, it came and went irregularly, and then suddenly died. 

In November of the first year of the Longshuo era, cats and mice coexisted in Luozhou. Mice hiding represented theft, and it was the duty of cats to catch and bite them, but they were instead together with mice, which symbolized that those in charge of suppressing theft neglected their duties and tolerated evil. 

At the beginning of the Hongdao era, there was a large rat more than two feet long in the granary of Liangzhou. It was bitten by a cat, and then hundreds of rats bit the cat in return. Shortly after, more than ten thousand rats gathered. The state sent people to catch and kill them, and the rest left. 

During the Jingyun era, a snake and a rat fought under a locust tree on the east street of the Right Guards Camp. The snake was injured by the rat. A fight is a sign of war. 

In the first year of the Jinglong era, rats damaged the crops in Jizhou. 

In the second year of the Kaiyuan era, rats in Shaozhou damaged the crops, gathering in groups of tens of thousands. 

In October of the first year of the Tianbao era, cats and mice in Weijun nursed their young together. Nursing together is a more extreme situation than coexisting. 

In June of the thirteenth year of the Dali era, Zhu Ci, the Jiedushi of Longyou, obtained a cat and a mouse nursing their young together from a military family and presented it as a tribute. 

In the third year of the Taihe era, cats and mice in Chengdu nursed each other's young. 

In the fourth year of the Kaicheng era, rats damaged the crops in Jiangxi. 

In the first month of the twelfth year of the Xiantong era, in a civilian's family in Xiaoyi County, Fenzhou, many rats carried hay and made nests in the trees. Rats usually live in burrows, and leaving their burrows to climb trees is a sign that the low - born will rise to high positions.  

In the autumn of the third year of the Qianfu era, there were many rats in various prefectures of Hedong. They burrowed into houses and damaged clothes, and this situation lasted for three months. Rats are thieves. It was as if Heaven was warning that "there will be thieves." 

At the end of the Qianning era, a snake and a rat fought inside the south gate of Shanzhou. The snake died, and the rat ran away. 

Metal's detrimental influence on Wood 

ON THE WUXU DAY OF the eighth month in the first year of the Wude era, the yurt of Shibi Khan of the Turks collapsed without any reason. 

When Emperor Zhongzong ascended the throne, the pole with the golden rooster on it broke. The pole with the golden rooster is set up for amnesty. The fact that the pole broke just when the imperial edict was issued is inauspicious. 

During the Shenlong era, a group of foxes entered the residence of Li Chengjia, the imperial censor - in - chief. His main hall collapsed without any reason; moreover, when he held a writing brush, the tube of the brush split straight open, and it split again when he changed to another one.  

On the Guimao day of the first month in the fifth year of the Kaiyuan era, four chambers of the imperial ancestral temple were damaged. 

In December of the 14th year of the Tianbao era, Ge Shuhan led his troops to defend Tongguan. When the vanguard troops set off, the flag at the camp gate touched the blade of a spear and fell off at the lane entrance. Everyone regarded it as inauspicious. 

On the Xinyou day of the third month in the second year of the Yongqin era, the imperial edict storage room in the Secretariat was damaged. 

On the first day of the first month in the fourth year of the Zhenyuan era, Emperor Dezong held a court reception in the Hanyuan Hall. At dawn, more than thirty sections of the hall steps and railings collapsed on their own, and more than ten guards died. The Hanyuan Hall is the main hall where grand court assemblies are held; the first day of the first month is the beginning of a new year. For the king's affairs, the warning from heaven is very serious. 

In the ninth year of the Dazhong era, Zheng Zhu was appointed as the Jiedushi of Fengxiang. When he was about to go to his post and passed through the Kaiyuan Gate, the flagpole broke. 

In the early years of the Guangqi era, the gateway building of the Yangzhou Prefecture government collapsed on its own. It was the gateway of the former Sui - Dynasty's Xingtai, and it was said to have been extremely magnificent in design.  

The "Five - Elements Tradition" states: "If one discards laws and regulations, expels meritorious officials, kills the crown prince, and makes a concubine his wife, then fire will not burn upwards." This means that fire loses its proper nature and causes disasters. Jing Fang's "Book of Changes Commentary" says: "If the superiors are not thrifty and the subordinates are not frugal, fires will frequently break out and burn down palaces." It is because fire is associated with propriety. It also says: "If one's vision is unclear, it is called being unwise. The fault lies in being lax. The punishment is constant heat. The ultimate consequence is illness. At times, there will be grass - related omens, at times, there will be disasters of winged insects, at times, there will be misfortunes related to sheep, at times, there will be eye diseases, at times, there will be red omens and red portents, and it is water that disrupts fire."  

Fire fails to burn upwards 

ON THE GUISI DAY OF the first month in the fourth year of the Zhenguan era, a fire broke out in the northern courtyard of the Wude Hall. On the Renyin day of the third month in the thirteenth year, the stones in Yunyang caught fire. The burning area was about one square zhang. During the day, it was like ashes, and at night, it gave off light. When plants were thrown on it, they would burn. The fire lasted for several years before it stopped. This was a case of fire losing its proper nature and disrupting metal. In the third month of the twenty - third year, a fire broke out in the armor and crossbow warehouse. 

On the Yisi day of the twelfth month in the fifth year of the Yonghui era, a fire broke out in the warehouse of the Ministry of Merit Evaluation in the Department of State Affairs.  

On the Wuchen day of the ninth month in the first year of the Xianqing era, fires broke out in Enzhou and Jizhou, burning granaries, armaments, and more than two hundred civilian houses. On the Jisi day of the eleventh month, a fire occurred in Raozhou. 

On the Bingchen night of the first month in the first year of the Zhisheng era, the Mingtang caught fire. Empress Wu intended to avoid the main hall and cancel the music. Prime Minister Yao thought that the fire was caused by humans rather than a natural disaster, so there was no need for self - deprecation. Then the empress went to the Duanmen Gate to watch the feast and, citing the example of the Jianzhang Palace, rebuilt the Mingtang to ward off bad luck. In that year, there was a fire in the inner treasury, burning more than two hundred areas.  

On the Renyin day of the third month in the first year of the Wansui Dengfeng era, a fire broke out in Fuzhou. 

On the Renzi day of the eighth month in the first year of the Jiushi era, a fire broke out in Pingzhou, burning more than a thousand households. 

In the second month of the fourth year of the Jinglong era, the Lingkong Temple in the Eastern Capital suffered a fire. 

On the Yimao day of the eleventh month in the fifth year of the Kaiyuan era, the sleeping hall of the Dingling Mausoleum caught fire. In that year, fires broke out in Hongzhou and Tanzhou, spreading to the prefectural offices. The locals saw a red and glowing object flying over, and soon the fire started. On the Jiaxu day of the seventh month in the fifteenth year, the pillar of the Xingjiao Gate Tower caught fire. In the same year, a fire occurred in Hengzhou, burning more than three hundred households. The locals saw an object as big as an urn and red like a lantern, and wherever it went, the fire broke out. On the Bingyin day of the second month in the eighteenth year, there was a heavy snowfall, and soon there was thunder. A fire broke out in the Left Flying Dragon Stable. The omen said: "When the sky fire burns the stable, a great war will break out." On the Yichou day of the tenth month, a fire broke out in the Foguang Temple in the Eastern Capital Palace. 

In the sixth month of the second year of the Tianbao era, a fire broke out at the Yingtianmen Gate Tower in the Eastern Capital, spreading to the Left and Right Yanfu Gates and burning for days without being extinguished. Jing Fang's "Book of Changes" says, "If the ruler does not think about the right way, the sky fire will burn his palaces." In the third month of the ninth year, a fire occurred at the Huayue Temple. At that time, the emperor was going to offer sacrifices to the Western Yue, but he cancelled it due to the temple fire. On the Bingchen day of the eighth month in the tenth year, a fire broke out in the military warehouse, burning more than 400,000 weapons. The military warehouse is the foundation of armaments. 

On the Jiyou day of the twelfth month in the first year of the Baoying era, a fire broke out in the Left Treasury of the Ministry of Finance. 

On the Xinmao night of the twelfth month in the first year of the Guangde era, there was a strong gale in Ezhou. A fire broke out on the river, burning 3,000 boats and spreading to more than 2,000 residential houses on the shore. Thousands of people died. 

In the second month of the tenth year of the Dali era, a fire broke out in the pagoda of the Zhuangyan Temple. First, there was a strong gale and thunder and lightning, and soon the fire emerged from the pagoda. 

In the first year of the Zhenyuan era, a fire broke out in the Jiangling Branch of the Ministry of Revenue, burning more than one million units of taxes and tributes from the areas east of the Yangtze River. In the first month of the thirteenth year, a fire occurred in the Shangshu Province in the Eastern Capital. In the fourth month of the nineteenth year, a fire broke out in the Household Administration Office.  

In the seventh month of the second year, a fire broke out in Hongzhou, burning 17,000 civilian houses. In the sixth month of the seventh year of the Yuanhe era, a fire occurred in the arsenal in Zhenzhou, and more than a hundred officials in charge were executed. In the eighth year, there was a major fire in Jiangling. On the Jiaxu day of the eleventh month in the eleventh year, a fire broke out at the Yuanling Mausoleum. Li Shidao built a palace in Yunzhou in preparation for rebellion. The palace caught fire after it was completed. 

On the Jiachen day of the eleventh month in the second year of the Taihe era, a fire broke out in the Zhaode Temple in the imperial palace, spreading to the east wall of the Xuanzheng Hall and the Menxia Province. Hundreds of palace maids died. On the Guichou day of the tenth month in the third year, a fire broke out in the guard area. In the third month of the fourth year, fires occurred in Chenzhou and Xuzhou, burning more than ten thousand households. In the tenth month, a fire broke out in western Zhejiang. In the eleventh month, a fire occurred in Hailing, Yangzhou. In the third month of the eighth year, a fire broke out in Yangzhou. All these fires burned a thousand residential houses. On the Jisi day of the fifth month, a fire broke out in the middle stable of the Flying Dragons' Divine Colts. In the tenth month, a fire broke out in the market of Yangzhou, burning thousands of residential houses. In the twelfth month, a fire broke out in the Zhaocheng Temple in the imperial palace. 

In the sixth month of the second year of the Kaicheng era, a fire broke out in Xuzhou, spreading and burning more than 300 civilian houses. On the Yimao day of the twelfth month in the fourth year, a fire broke out at the Qianling Mausoleum. On the last day (Dingchou) of the month, a fire broke out in the market of Yangzhou, burning thousands of civilian houses. 

In the fifth month of the first year of the Huichang era, a fire broke out in the market of Luzhou. In the sixth month of the third year, a fire broke out in the Shenlong Temple in the Western Palace; a fire broke out in the Eastern Market of Wannian County, burning many houses. In the eighth month of the sixth year, when Emperor Wuzong was being buried, on the Xinwei day, when the funeral procession stopped in Sanyuan County, there was a strong gale at night and a fire broke out in the tent city of the temporary palace. 

In the tenth month of the fourth year of the Qianfu era, a fire broke out in the Shengshan Temple in the Eastern Capital. 

On the Yiyou day of the sixth month in the second year of the Dashun era, a fire broke out in the city tower of Youzhou, spreading over several hundred steps. On the Guichou day of the seventh month, in the first watch of the night, a fire broke out in the Buddha Pavilion of the Xiangguo Temple in Bianzhou. At dusk that day, there was a light rain and thunder and lightning. Some people saw a red mass moving in the rattan net on the city gate tower, and then the fire started. Soon after, the red mass flew north and moved in the rattan net on the Buddha Pavilion, and the fire started there too. Then a heavy rain suddenly came, and the water on the flat ground was several feet deep, but the fire got even worse, spreading to the civilian houses and burning for three days without being extinguished. 

Persistent heat 

IN THE WINTER OF THE first year of the Tianbao era, there was no ice. Earlier scholars believed that this was due to the yin losing its rhythm. It is also said that "when the guilty are known but not punished, the punishment is heat. In summer, the heat kills people, and in winter, plants flower and bear fruit." It is when it should be cold but instead it is hot, which is like giving rewards when punishment is appropriate.  

In the summer of the fourteenth year of the Zhenyuan era, there was extremely hot weather. 

In the sixth month of the ninth year of the Yuanhe era, it was extremely hot. 

In the winter of the second year of the Changqing era, there was little snow, the water did not freeze, and the plants sprouted as if it were the first lunar month. 

In the eleventh month of the first year of the Guangming era, it was as warm as in mid - spring. 

Grass - related omens 

IN THE FOURTH YEAR of the Wude era, the Yizhou region presented a fungus in the shape of a human. The divination said, "When the virtue of the king is about to decline and the common people are about to rise up, then there will be trees growing in the shape of humans." Grass is also a kind of plant similar to trees. 

In the second year of the Jinglong era, in the family of Wang Shangbin, a civilian in Mei County, Qizhou, there was a sow thistle more than three feet tall, with an upper part more than one foot wide and two - tenths of a foot thick. This was close to being a grass - related omen. In the third year, garlic shoots were taken out from the inner palace, and there were additional garlic heads growing on them. Garlic is a noxious herb; the fact that there were additional growths means there would be a large number of such things. In the fourth year, the bamboo in Lantian Mountain in the capital region produced fruits like wheat. The divination said, "There will be a great famine." 

In the second year of the Kaiyuan era, the bamboos in the Zhongnan Mountains blossomed and produced fruits like wheat. The same happened in the Lingnan region. All the bamboos withered and died. That year, there was a great famine, and the people ate the bamboo fruits. The divination said, "If the bamboos and cypresses in the country wither, there will be a bereavement within three years." In the seventeenth year, the bamboos in Muzhou produced fruits.  

At the beginning of the Tianbao era, in the house of Li Jiayin, a man from Linchuan Commandery, a fungus grew on the pillar, looking like an image of the Heavenly Worthy. 

On the day of Jiachen in the seventh month of the second year of the Shangyuan era, a white fungus with one stem and three flowers grew on the imperial seat in the Yanying Hall. White is a symbol of bereavement. 

In the winter of the ninth year of the Dazhe era, a fungus grew on Zheng Zhu's gold belt. This was close to being a grass - related omen. 

In the sixth month of the fourth year of the Kaicheng era, the bamboos in the mountains of Xiangzhou produced fruits that turned into rice, and the people ate them. 

In the seventh month of the first year of the Guangqi era, in Jie and Yongle in Hezhong, some grass grew with its leaves intertwined, looking like flags. At that time, people called it "flag grass". In the seventh month of another year, grass in Linyou, Fengxiang, grew in the shape of flags. The divination said, "There will be war in the wild." 

Omens of feathered creatures 

IN THE EARLY YEARS of the Wude era, when the Sui general Yao Junsu was defending Puzhou, a magpie built a nest on his artillery machine. 

In the spring of the seventeenth year of the Zhenguan era, You, the Prince of Qi, served as the governor of Qizhou. He liked to raise ducks, and more than forty ducks had their heads bitten off by a pig. On the day of Bingxu in the fourth month of that year, the Prince of Jin was established as the crown prince. Female pheasants gathered in front of the Taiji Hall, and male pheasants gathered in front of the Xiande Hall in the Eastern Palace. The Taiji Hall is where the three - court meetings are held.  

In the fourth year of the Yonghui era, there was a beast more than ten feet tall beside the house of Cai Daoji in Songzhou. Its head resembled that of a sheep, with one horn. It had the body of a deer, the hooves of a horse, the tail of a cow, was multicolored, and had wings. The divination said, "If a bird takes on the form of a domestic animal, there will be a great war." On the day of Xinsi in the seventh month of the fifth year, there was a small bird like a sparrow in Wannian Palace, and its chick was as big as a cuckoo. 

In the first year of the Tiaolu era, flocks of mingzhuoniao flew into the border areas, successively covering the fields. By the first month of the second year, they flew back north. When they reached the north of Lingxia, they all fell to the ground and died. On inspection, they were all headless. 

After the Wenming era, there were frequent reports from all over the country that female pheasants had transformed into male ones, or that some had undergone partial transformation. 

On the first day (Xinsi) of the sixth month in the fourth year of the Jinglong era, crows gathered on the beams of the Taiji Hall and could not be driven away. 

On the day of Wuzix in the eleventh month of the thirteenth year of the Kaiyuan era, a male pheasant flew tamed into the fasting palace on Mount Tai. The Fengchan ceremony is used to announce success, and there is no more important sacrificial event than this. However, a wild bird flying tamed and not fearing the guards is inauspicious. In the fourth month of the twenty - fifth year, two crows, two magpies, and two mynas shared a nest in Puzhou. In Longzhou, a magpie nursed a carrion crow. On the day of Gengchen in the fourth month of the twenty - eighth year, a carrion crow built a nest on the arch of the Xuanzheng Hall. On the day of Xinsi, it built another nest on the arch of the Xuanzheng Hall.  

In the thirteenth year of the Tianbao era, a magpie built a nest in a cart rut in Yexian. Building a nest on the ground instead of in a tree means it has lost its proper place. 

In the third month of the second year of the Zhide era, Wu Lingxun, a general of An Lushan, besieged Nanyang. Three magpies built nests on the catapults in the city and left after the chicks grew up. 

In the ninth month of the eighth year of the Dali era, a large bird was captured in Wugong. It had fleshy wings, a fox's head, four feet with claws, was more than four feet long, and its fur was red like that of a bat. Flocks of birds followed it and chirped at it. This is close to an omen of an inauspicious event related to feathered creatures. In the fifth month of the thirteenth year, two magpies were hatched by mynas in the Left Feathered Forest Army. 

In the third month of the fourth year of the Zhenyuan era, a magpie built a nest with mud on a Chinese parasol tree in the Secretariat. Magpies know the annual cycle when building nests and are considered intelligent among feathered creatures. Now building an exposed mud nest will make it vulnerable to damage in wind and rain. That summer, crows in the territories of Zheng and Bian all flew in groups and gathered in the territories of Tian Xu of Weibo and Li Na of Ziqin. They carried wood to build a 'city' two or three feet high and ten li square. Tian Xu and Li Na disliked it and burned it, but it was rebuilt in two days and the crows' beaks were all bleeding. In the spring of the ninth year, a magpie in Xuzhou nursed a crow chick. In the fourth month of the tenth year, a large bird flew and landed in the palace. It ate miscellaneous bones for several days. When it was captured, it refused to eat and died. On the last day (Xinwei) of the sixth month, water birds gathered in the Left Treasury. In the tenth month of the thirteenth year, a yellow sparrow came and went to feed the chicks in the nest of a black - headed gull in Huaizhou. In the autumn of the fourteenth year, a strange bird, blue in color, similar to a dove or a magpie, appeared on the outskirts of Songzhou. Wherever it stopped, flocks of birds guarded it and fed it with rice and grain morning and evening. People in Suiyang flocked to the countryside to watch it for ten days. In the sixth month of the eighteenth year, crows gathered in Tengxian of Xuzhou. They carried firewood to build a 'city', in which there was one white crow and one blue crow.  

In the first year of the Yuanhe era, a stork built a nest on the flat ground in Changzhou. In December of the fourth year, flocks of crows gathered on the Taihang Mountains at night. In the spring of the thirteenth year, in the prefectural office and the city of Ziqin, crows and magpies stole each other's chicks to feed their own young and fought with each other, and this couldn't be stopped. 

On the day of Bingchen in the eleventh month of the first year of the Baoli era, flocks of crows cawed at night. 

On the day of Bingxu in the intercalary fifth month of the first year of the Kaicheng era, crows gathered at Tang'an Temple and dispersed after more than a month. Sparrows gathered at Xuanfa Temple, and swallows gathered at the tomb of Xiao Wangzhi. In March of the second year, a magpie built a nest on an ancient tomb outside Zhenxing Gate. Magpies know to avoid inauspicious years when building nests, and ancient divination also used the height of the nest to predict droughts and floods. Now it doesn't build a nest on a tree but in a tomb, which is inauspicious. In autumn, flocks of Turkic birds flew from north of the Great Wall into the pass. In June of the fifth year, flocks of bald ibises flew and gathered in the imperial garden. Ibises are water birds. 

In the first year of the Huichang era, a white - necked crow fought with a magpie in Zhangzi, Luzhou. 

In the third month of the tenth year of the Dazhong era, various birds built a nest at Wutang Weir in Shuzhou. The nest was seven feet wide and one foot high. Waterfowls and mountain birds were all tame and friendly with each other. Among them, there was a bird with a human - like face, green feathers, and dark - blue claws and beak. Its call sounded like “gan”, and people called it “gan insect”. The divination says: “If an unusual bird comes to stay in a city, there will be war in the country and people will eat each other.” 

In the seventh year of the Xiantong era, a swallow hatched from a sparrow's egg at Baili Fort in Lingtai, Jingzhou. When they grew up, they all flew away. Jing Fang's "Book of Changes Commentary" says: "When there are traitorous officials in the country, the strange phenomenon of a swallow hatching from a sparrow's egg will occur." The same applies to a sparrow hatching a swallow. In the summer of the eleventh year, pheasants gathered in the county government office of Henei. During the Xiantong era, there was an extremely large strange bird in Wu and Yue. It had four eyes and three feet and chirped in the mountains and forests. Its call sounded like “Luoping”. The divination says: “There will be war in the country and people will eat each other.” 

In the spring of the fourth year of the Qianfu era, a magpie built a nest on the ground north of Lujiang County. In the summer of the sixth year, owls and pheasants gathered on the south tower and in the county government office of Yanshi. Liu Xiang said: "When wild birds enter a place, the palaces and houses will be empty." 

In the spring of the first year of the Guangming era, flocks of scops owls flew and gathered in the county government office of Yicheng County, Jiangzhou. Other birds chased them and chirped noisily. The same thing happened in the first and second years of the Guangqi era. The scops owl is also known as the "xunhu".  

In the third month of the first year of the Zhonghe era, crows in Chenliu turned into magpies. In the second year, some magpies turned into crows. In ancient times, people used crows to predict the outcome of battles. Crows turning into magpies is a sign that the people will follow the rebels; magpies turning back into crows is a sign that the rebels will return to being common people. In the third year, an official's family in Xin'an County caught a pheasant and raised it. It got along well with the chickens, but more than a month later, they fought and died. In the fourth year, an eagle in a commoner's family in Lianshui, Linhuai turned into a goose, but it couldn't swim. An eagle is fierce and attacks, which is an image of a military official; although a goose has clean feathers, it can't fly far and has no use for fighting. It can only be used for the kitchen. 

In December of the first year of the Guangqi era, there was a pheasant with two heads facing opposite directions and connected at the necks on Jijin Mountain in Pinglu, Shanzhou. It perched behind the corridor of Jijin Granary. Several months later, hundreds of pheasants came and fought it to death. In the first month of the second year, wild pheasants and kites in Wuxiang and Hucheng crowed at night. In July, magpies on Zhongtiao Mountain burned their nests. In July of the third year, magpies burned their nests again. Jing Fang's "Book of Changes Commentary" says: "When the monarch is tyrannical, birds will burn their nests." In October of the third year, an owl and a buzzard fought and killed each other in Wucheng, Cizhou. 

In the second year of the Guanghua era, Liu Rengong, the Jiedushi of Youzhou, massacred the people in Beizhou and left. At night, a dozen or so scops owls flew into his tent. After being driven away, they came back again. 

During the reign of Emperor Zhaozong, a bald ibis built a nest in the corner of the sleeping palace, and the emperor shot it dead himself. 

In the second year of the Tianfu era, when the emperor was in Fengxiang, on the day of the winter solstice (the day of Dingsi in the eleventh month), there was a sudden gale at night. Thousands of crows flew and cawed until dawn, and this continued for several days. Since the emperor's entourage arrived in Qishan, tens of thousands of crows had always perched on the trees in front of the palace. The people in Qishan called them divine crows. In the third year, there was a bird in Xuanzhou that was as large as a pheasant, with a tail that had sparks like scattered stars. It gathered at the halberd gate. The next day, there was a big fire that destroyed all the official offices, except for the weapons and equipment.  

Sheep - related disasters 

ON THE DAY OF BINGCHEN in the third month of the second year of the Yining era, a lamb was born without a tail in Linyou County. On the day of Yichou in the same month, a male goat without a head but still alive was presented from Taiyuan. 

In the first month of the second year of the Kaiyuan era, a sheep with fleshy horns was presented from Yuanzhou. In the third month of the second year, there was a sheep with fleshy horns in Fuping County. 

In the spring of the second year of the Huichang era, a sheep in Guoxian County, Daizhou, gave birth to a lamb with two heads joined together and two tails. The divination said, "Two heads indicate that the superiors are not united." 

In the summer of the third year of the Xiantong era, a lamb born in a commoner's family in Pingtao was as big as a calf. 

In the second year of the Qianfu era, due to a heavy rain outside Jianchun Gate in Luoyang, an object like a male goat fell to the ground. It didn't eat and soon sank into the ground. Its trace remained for more than a month. Some thought it was mud carried by the rain. The divination said, "There will be a drought." 

Red anomalies and red auspicious signs 

IN THE SEVENTH YEAR of the Wude era, Li Xiaogong, the Prince of Hejian, was on a campaign against Fu Gongshi. He entertained the commanders on a boat. Li Xiaogong filled a gold bowl with river water and was about to drink it when the water turned into blood. Li Xiaogong said, "The blood in the bowl is an auspicious sign that Fu Gongshi will lose his head." 

In the early years of the Wude era, it rained blood in the Turkic state for three days. 

At the beginning of the Guangzhai era, during a night banquet held by Heng, Hang and other sons of Chongzhen, the governor of Qizhou from the imperial clan, there suddenly came a smell like the stench of blood. 

During the reign of Empress Wu, the well - water at Lai Junchen's home turned red like blood. At night, there were sighs and groans from the well. Lai Junchen covered the well with wooden planks, but the planks suddenly flew more than ten steps away by themselves. During the Chang'an period, the water in the Jinci Temple in Bingzhou turned red like blood.  

During the reign of Emperor Zhongzong, there were blood spots on the ground at the home of Li Qianli, the Prince of Cheng.  And there was blood dripping on the dressing boxes, with a stench that could be smelled several steps away. Also, for Mao Boluo, a General of the Household of Eastern Barbarian origin, the cooked rice turned into blood overnight.  

On the day of Guisi in the seventh month of the second year of the Jinglong era, a red glow reached the sky and illuminated the earth, and it lasted for three days before it stopped. The red glow is an auspicious sign related to blood. 

In the sixth year of the Tianbao era, within the sealed area of the tomb of Yang Shenjin's father on Shaoling Plain, all the grass figures were bleeding. Yang Shenjin asked the Buddhist monk Shi Jingsi to perform a rite to exorcise evil. After Shi Jingsi returned from the court, he stripped himself naked and put on shackles and stayed among the thorns. However, the bleeding did not stop for several tens of days. In the twelfth year, flames would rise every night in the northeast corner of Li Linfu's mansion, and sometimes it seemed as if there were children holding torches going in and out. This is close to an auspicious sign of red. 

On the night of Gengwu in the eighth month of the first year of the Baoying era, there was a red light stretching across the sky, passing through the Purple Forbidden Enclosure, and gradually moving towards the northeast, covering half of the sky. 

In the second month of the thirteenth year of the Dali era, there was a clay statue in the Imperial Stable Office. Black sweat dripped from its left arm. When it was caught with paper, it turned out to be blood. 

On the day of Renwu in the eleventh month of the second year of the Zhenyuan era, when the sun set, five streaks of red glow emerged from the black clouds and stretched across the sky. On the day of Guimao in the ninth month of the twelfth year, at night, there was a red glow like fire seen in the north, reaching up to the Big Dipper. In the seventeenth year, the water in the Jianchi Pond in Fuzhou turned red like blood. On the day of Jiaxu in the first month of the twenty - first year, red snow fell in the capital city.  

In the second month of the fourteenth year of the Yuanhe era, there was blood on the ground in front of the office courtyard of the military governor in Yunzhou. It was more than one square foot in area and very bright red in color. No one knew where it came from, and people thought it had fallen from the sky. 

On the day of Wuwu in the seventh month of the first year of the Changqing era, the river water turned red and the phenomenon stopped after three days. 

On the night of Yiyou in the twelfth month of the first year of the Baoli era, a fog rose in the northwest and soon covered the whole sky. When the fog cleared, there was a red glow, varying in shade, which dispersed after a long time. 

On the day of Gengxu in the fourth month of the first year of the Dahe era, there was a red glow in the north with several white streaks interspersed. On the night of Yimao in the sixth month, there was a red glow in the northwest. On the day of Guimao in the eighth month, a red glow filled the sky in the capital. On the day of Yimao in the intercalary third month of the second year, there was a red glow like blood in the north.  

In the seventh year of the Xiantong era, the water in Yongfu Lake in Zhengzhou was as red as coagulated blood for three days. 

In the sixth year of the Qianfu era, a dead person suddenly appeared in the Zhongshu Political Hall one morning, with the ground covered in blood. The identity of the deceased was unknown. Also, the water in the imperial well was red and smelled fishy. When the well was dredged, a decomposed dead woman was found. This was close to an omen of a red anomaly. 

On the night of Bingwu in the seventh month of the second year of the Zhonghe era, a red glow like crimson silk appeared in the northwest, reaching the sky. 

In the first month of the first year of the Guangqi era, the water in the Yangtze River in Runzhou turned red for several days. 

Water overcomes fire 

THERE WAS OFTEN FIRE in Fanggu Valley in Youzhou. In the summer of the third year of the Changqing era, water accumulated and formed a pond. This is similar to the phenomenon of water interfering with fire. 
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