	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

MISSING TIFFANY


[image: image]


––––––––
[image: image]


ANA BENTON

TABLE OF CONTENTS

MISSING TIFFANY

KELSIE SCHELLING

NATALEE HOLLOWAY

JENNIFER KESSE

TARA CALICO

The Disappearance of Tiffany Daniels

As shocking as it might seem, there are over 100,000 missing person cases active in the United States this very second. While the majority of them are eventually found, there is a large percentage of those who have been gone for years. The police extended their investigations as much as they could, and they reached the very end because there was no new information. Finally, those cases simply turn cold.

Missing person cases are particularly difficult for both families and friends. All of them are left without answers about what happened to their loved one, and they are constantly waiting for a break in the case, hoping they will have closure. The Daniels family lived through all of this in the summer of 2013 when their daughter Tiffany went missing one afternoon. It is one of the most perplexing cases in the history of Pensacola, Florida that still puzzles the investigators. 

Early life

Tiffany Daniels was born on March 11th, 1988 in Dallas, Texas. She grew up in a loving and supportive family who encouraged her to follow her dreams from an early age. Tiffany loved arts, and that was evident since her high school days. She was very creative and would spend days working on a single painting. Tiffany was not shy at all and had many friends who loved spending time with her because she was always happy and positive. 

After finishing high school, Tiffany felt the need to change her scenery so she moved out to Pensacola, Florida. The city had everything Tiffany craved for – long beaches, beautiful nature, and great artistic community. She was an avid hiker and loved spending time in nature. Not to forget that she often went camping on her own just to clear up her mind and relax. Tiffany loved animals, and she was a pescetarian, meaning that her diet didn’t contain any meat except for the fish. She also accepted a position at Pensacola State College theater as a set designer. The pay was not spectacular, but Tiffany was doing what she loved, and she could release her artistic side. 

Tiffany liked to express herself through dancing as well. It was the perfect way for her to wind down, and she would frequent blues and swing parties downtown. Everyone in those circles knew Tiffany and loved her house gatherings too. Once the dance party comes to an end, Tiffany’s friends would get in their vehicles and continue having fun at her home. She was spontaneous, loved the people around her, and enjoyed life to the fullest. 

Unfortunately, her caring nature got her into financial problems. Tiffany mostly lived with roommates because she was not able to cover the whole rent herself. However, those roommates would often miss their payments, and Tiffany felt bad for them. She would always pay their share even though she was struggling herself. Unfortunately, those roommates would use her kindness, and they never pay Tiffany back. In the end, Tiffany’s bank account was almost empty, and she was looking for a responsible roommate who could actually afford to live with her. She ended up placing a Craigslist ad, hoping she would have more luck with the next roommate.  

Gary Nichols who was 54 years old at the time saw the ad and contacted Tiffany since he needed a place to stay as soon as possible. Gary was the father of one of Tiffany’s friends, and he was going through a divorce. Even though the difference in age was evident, Tiffany accepted her new roommate with open arms, and the two of them started getting along really well. Gary was financially stable, so Tiffany knew that the rent will not be a problem for him. Additionally, they had similar interests because Gary was very active, and both of them followed the same diet. Gary moved in during July of 2013, and Tiffany hoped that her issues with tenants were over. 

Tiffany was in a relationship at the time, and her boyfriend’s name was Grey Thomas. They met in the summer of 2012 at a dance party and were inseparable since then. He just got accepted to the graduate program at the University of Texas located in Austin. He decided to move there and urged Tiffany to join him. However, Tiffany was not eager to leave Florida, but she still wanted to have a long-distance relationship with him. The two have made plans for her to visit in a couple of weeks, and Tiffany was happy because it was clear he cared about her as well. Grey hoped Tiffany will like Austin and that she would eventually change her mind about moving there. 

The day of the disappearance

Tiffany’s boyfriend was supposed to head out to Texas on August 11th, 2013 and the two of them met for a breakfast where they said goodbyes to each other. They will be apart for a couple of weeks and simply had to spend some time together before his trip. Gary Nichols saw Tiffany that afternoon, and he did notice that she was a bit sad about the fact that her boyfriend was leaving which was understandable. But she soon started talking about the trip to Austin she was planning and her mood brightened up immediately. 

Since Pensacola State College theater was preparing to start the production of the musical called Spamalot, Tiffany had a lot of work ahead of her. Spamalot was based on the movie called Monty Python and the Holy Grail so Tiffany decided to re-watch it just to get inspired. After all, she was in charge of the set and wanted to do a great job. Gary Nichols was at the house, so he joined her in front of the TV set. The two watched the movie up until midnight and then went to sleep. Both of them had to get up early for work. Sometime around 05:00 AM Gary heard the front door opening and closing several times. He thought it must be Tiffany, but he was a bit confused because he knew that she was not an early riser. As a matter of fact, her job started at 08:00 AM so this was very unusual. 

Gary got up and went work at 07:00 AM. The first thing he noticed when he exited the house was that Tiffany’s car was gone. He assumed she went to work earlier because it was the first day of Spamalot production. Tiffany probably wanted to get more things done. Tiffany’s boss did confirm that she showed up for work on schedule but asked him to leave earlier. Tiffany also mentioned that she will not be in town for a couple of days and wanted to inform him about it. Tiffany didn’t mention where she was going and didn’t provide any additional information. The boss simply concluded that she might have some family business, or wanted to go camping. Tiffany left the theater around 04:45 PM. 

Gary came home from work as usual but Tiffany wasn’t there. It was strange because she didn’t mention she was leaving or anything similar. Tiffany was very responsible and would always tell her friends and family about her plans. Even though Gary was her roommate for a short time, he got to know Tiffany and was sure that she would bring up an upcoming trip. Gary called his daughter Noel who was Tiffany’s friend and asked her if she knew anything about Tiffany’s whereabouts. She told him not to worry and that Tiffany would show up soon because she was probably staying with friends or working overtime. 

The power was cut off the next day, and Gary assumed that Tiffany forgot to pay the bills. He tried contacting her, but nobody answered the cell phone. Worried that something happened to her, he once again urged his daughter Noel to contact Tiffany’s mother Cindy and see if she could get a hold of her. Noel sent her a Facebook message, and Tiffany’s mother brushed it off because her daughter was a free spirit and had a tendency to go out in nature. Perhaps she had no signal, or she didn’t hear the phone ringing. But as the days went on without a single word from Tiffany, everyone started feeling a bit uneasy about the situation. 

The search for Tiffany

Tiffany’s family got really concerned after they realized that they couldn’t reach her for several days. Her cell phone kept ringing, but nobody was answering. Cindy Daniels decided to start calling Tiffany’s friends to see if anyone knew where her daughter was. She contacted Noel Nichols, and the two of them made a list of people they should contact. As they went through the list, they realized that no one had seen Tiffany for a week and they all assumed she was staying with another friend. Cindy was really worried, and she contacted the law enforcement to report that her daughter was missing. 

Cindy went straight to Escambia County sheriff's office, but the law enforcement didn’t take her seriously. They did send out a patrol car to her house to take a statement. The officers thought that since Tiffany was young and free-spirited, she is probably somewhere having a blast and she would turn up soon. But Cindy persisted, and they took a closer look at the case. Escambia County sheriff’s office realized that the missing person case was not in their jurisdiction because Tiffany lived in Pensacola and that was also the location she was last seen at. Pensacola Police Department was not dismissive of the report, and they were quickly out on the scene. 

Cindy was already at Tiffany’s place of residence when the detective Daniel Harnett arrived there to investigate if there was anything suspicious in the house. Tiffany’s mother was asked to wait in front of the house. The detective and an officer went through the rooms together and found Tiffany’s camping gear. This meant that she wasn’t taking a break somewhere in the woods. There were also no signs that she packed her things for any type of trip. Detective Harnett asked Cindy about Tiffany’s personal life, focusing on her boyfriend Grey Thomas. Cindy told him that he left for Texas one day before Tiffany’s disappearance and this made Detective Harnett focus on the possibility that Tiffany decided to follow him there. However, one of Tiffany’s closest friends said: “Tiffany was a very spontaneous person, but she was also a reliable person. My opinion is if she said that she would be somewhere, she would be there.”

Rodney Daniels, Tiffany’s father called Grey Thomas to see if she was there with him. He told him that he spoke to Tiffany on the day of his arrival to Texas, but he hasn’t heard from her afterward. Knowing that the majority of disappearances are often followed by a murder, Detective Harnett couldn’t rule out the option that Grey returned to Pensacola one day later and hurt Tiffany for some reason. He contacted Grey, asking him to go to his local police station and give them his DNA. They needed to have it in a database in case some new evidence turns up during the investigation. Curious about Grey’s whereabouts on the day of the disappearance, Detective Harnett requested Grey’s cellphone data. It showed that Grey was in Austin, Texas since the day he left Pensacola. 

Running out of reasons for the disappearance, the investigators started interviewing the entire family. They started viewing the case as a possible suicide, so Detective Harnett asked a lot of questions about Tiffany’s mental state. Her sister Candace McAdams who lived out of state was very close to Tiffany. The two of them spoke over the phone at least a couple of times every week. Candace mentioned that she noticed a change in Tiffany’s behavior sometime in 2012. She was not as happy as she used to be and Candace though that she might be keeping something from her. But nobody could be certain that she was depressed or had any mental problems. 

After questioning the neighbors, the investigators found out that Tiffany did come back home after work on the day of her disappearance. Her car was seen briefly in front of the house. Gary Nichols was there at the time, but he didn’t see her come in. He was talking with his girlfriend on the phone, and the chances are he was simply too engaged in the conversation to register that someone opened the front door. Cindy thought this was strange because the house itself wasn’t large. She stated: “In Tiffany’s room the top of her closet had a foot missing of it. Clear through to the next room. You could throw something through it. I find it hard to believe he couldn’t hear her through the room but he heard her going in and out of the house early in the morning.” However, the police dismissed Gary as a suspect because there were no traces of foul play anywhere, and he was the first one to start worrying about Tiffany. Detective Hartnett said: “Gary seemed appropriate. There was nothing unclear in anything he told us to raise an alarm.”

The discovery of the car

Detective Harnett alerted the media right away about Tiffany’s
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