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The hotel where they had booked a room was called the Blue Light, and like most of the scenes in Mitama, it was both a nightclub and a hotel. It was owned by Miyu’s blue-haired sister, Umi, who’d had a crush on Kaida for years. As a result, it hadn’t been hard to get a room at a discount.

When Kaida awoke later that night, Sakura wasn’t there. Kaida sat bolt upright and looked around, head turning left and right, but the hotel room was silent, and Miyu was sleeping soundly in the bed beside her. The space where Sakura had been sleeping just the hour before was empty, occupied by a crushed pillow and a twisted sheet. 

Heart pounding, Kaida pushed herself up from the bed and ran to the bathroom door. She listened, but there was no sound from the other side, and there was no light coming from the room either. She pushed the door button, and when the door scrolled up, the room was dark and unoccupied.

Trying not to panic, Kaida whirled and ran back to the bed. “Miyu, get up!” she cried, smacking Miyu hard on the backside. “Sakura’s gone!” 

Miyu frowned and hugged her pillow tighter. She was sleeping on her side and was curled up like a child. Like Kaida, she was in nothing but her boxers and undershirt. “Go ‘way . . .” she muttered crossly.

Suddenly impatient, Kaida snatched a pillow up from the bed and slapped Miyu with it – over and over. Miyu eventually sat up, shielding herself from the blows with her arm. “Hey! What gives?!” she complained.

Kaida finally dropped the pillow. “Sakura is gone,” she said breathlessly. She turned, went to the chair where her clothes had been tossed, and started pulling on her pants. “Get dressed! We have to find her!” 

To Kaida’s great irritation, Miyu moved insufferably slowly. Taking her time, she sat all the way up, drew up her knees, and leaned forward, dropping her face into her hands. Her long pink hair tumbled forward around her. Kaida heard her yawn. 

“Get dressed,” Kaida repeated, struggling not to yell.

“All right, all right,” Miyu complained, swinging her legs over the side of the bed. “She can’t have gone that far. She’s probably downstairs at the vending machine. You know how she likes candy.” 

They both paused at Miyu’s words. Miyu looked horrorstricken and glanced at Kaida apologetically. Kaida knew that Miyu hadn’t been referring to Z Balls, but she couldn’t help glaring at her anyway. She resented Miyu for Sakura’s overdose as much as the others did, she just didn’t see the point in raging at her. Unlike Koharu, she wasn’t a child and could keep her temper.

Kaida was about to slide her second leg into her jeans when she heard her phone ring. It was Okimi’s ringtone! She looked around quickly, head turning every which way, and finally noticed her smartphone glowing on the end of the bed. Strange. Hadn’t it been on the nightstand? She tried to lunge for it, but her leg was half inside her pants, and she tripped, falling to the floor with a thump. As she lay on her face eating carpet, she could hear the ringtone suddenly stop as Miyu answered her phone.

“Okimi?” said Miyu in disbelief. “You’ve got some nerve calling this number after what you—! What did you call me?!”

Gritting her teeth, Kaida lunged to her feet, stepped clumsily out of her tangled pants, and falling sideways on the bed, managed to snatch the phone from Miyu – who laughed at her frantic scramble and let her have it with a shrug.

Kaida sat up and brought the phone to her ear. She wasn’t surprised to hear what sounded like a woman screaming in the background, screaming in breathless ecstasy. Dragon Blood was famous for their teahouse, a place known as Lip Gloss, which stood in the heart of Mizaki. The teahouse was open twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week, and was full of nonstop sex in red-tinted rooms. Lip Gloss only serviced lesbians, but their greatest customers were feminine women who wished to be dominated by the big, butch, muscular women who made up the bulk of Dragon Blood. Back in the day, Kaida had been one of Okimi’s biggest pulls. It always surprised people to know she had been a Tea Girl. 

“Okimi,” Kaida said, frowning as she held the phone to her ear, “why are you calling?”

“You may have noticed by now that your precious Sakura is missing,” said Okimi. “I’m pretty soft for you, Kaida, so I thought you should know that she’s with me. We’re at Lip Gloss, and don’t worry, she’s safe. Don’t come running for her. I don’t want to have to hurt you. I like you too much, honey.” 

Kaida scowled. “You took her—!” 

“No,” said Okimi, sounding very smug, “she wanted to come with me. I offered and she said yes. Is it so hard to believe? Women love me. You almost loved me once.” 

“Almost doesn’t count,” said Kaida at once, and Okimi laughed. 

Sitting on the bed nearby, Miyu listened, arms folded, with a sad little smile on her lips. Kaida knew why: out of everyone in Shira, Miyu was the only one who really understood Kaida’s relationship with Okimi. She was the only one in whom Kaida had confided. Her blue eyes were watery with sympathy as she listened to Kaida talking. 

“Sakura loves it here,” said Okimi, sounding very pleased. “Of course, my Tea Girls are usually butch, so for the first time in years, Lip Gloss is drawing butch customers in droves. We’re drowning in credits over here, and it’s only been a few hours—”

Kaida tensed. “You made her a Tea Girl?!” she growled furiously. 

Still sitting on the bed, Miyu scowled. 

“Again, Sakura wanted this,” said Okimi, as wearily as if she were talking to someone very hard of hearing and slow on the uptake. “She wanted to be a Tea Girl. Hell, didn’t she used to live in a teahouse before? What was it called? I know it belonged to Hideko—”

“The Red Rose or something,” said a voice in the background. 

“No, it was the Maple!” said Okimi triumphantly. “That’s what it was called. The Red Maple!” 

“I want to hear this from Sakura,” Kaida demanded through her teeth, phone to her ear as she paced the room in much agitation. She pushed a hand back through her dark, red hair as she turned yet again. “Put her on the phone.”

“Kaida, Sakura is sort of . . . busy . . . at the moment . . .” 

“Okimi, please!” 

“As you wish . . .” said Okimi slyly. 

There was a pause, and then the sound of shrill gasping and moaning grew louder, until the voice filled Kaida’s ear. “Fuck me! Fuck me! Deeper! Deeper! Ah! Ah! Ah! Yes! Fuck me! It’s so deep inside!” Kaida’s cheeks reddened: it was Sakura’s voice. And as Sakura gasped and begged for it deeper, harder, someone was grunting and moaning. Kaida’s hand shook on the phone, and she knew she must’ve gone quite white, for Miyu was staring at her in concern.

Sakura’s voice grew distant again, then Okimi’s voice said into the phone, “That good enough
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