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01: On the excellence of knowledge

	 

	Allah, the Most High, says:

	 

	"Say: "Are those who know equal to those who do not know?"

	 

	[al-Zumar (39): 9]

	 

	And He said:

	 

	"Allah will raise in degrees those who have believed among you and those who have received knowledge."

	 

	[al-Mujadilah (58): 11]

	 

	In his commentary on the verse quoted above, Ibn 'Abbas (radi Allahu 'anhuma) said, “The learned have degrees (darajat) over the devotees of seven hundred levels. The distance between each level and its neighbor requires a journey of five hundred years.”

	 

	Allah, the Most High, says:

	 

	"Only those who have knowledge fear Allah, among His servants."

	[Fatir (35): 28]

	 

	Mu'awiyah Ibn Abi Sufyan (radiy Allahu 'anhu) related that he heard the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) say, "Whosoever Allah wills good, He gives him intelligence in religion."

	 

	Abū Umamah (radi Allahu 'anhu) related, "Two men were mentioned before the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him): a worshipper and a scholar. The Messenger of Allah said: “The superiority of the scholar over the worshipper is like my superiority over the least among you.” Then the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said, "Indeed, Allah, His Angels, the inhabitants of the heavens and the earth, even the ant in its hole, even the fish, pray for those who teach good to people." Reported by Tirmidhi and considered hasan sahih.

	 

	In another hadith, the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said, "The superiority of the scholar over the worshipper is like the superiority of the full moon over the rest of the planets. Scholars are the heirs of the prophets. Prophets do not leave wealth as an inheritance, but rather knowledge. Whoever acquires this knowledge, acquires abundant good fortune."

	 

	 Safwan Ibn 'Assal (radiy Allahu 'anhu) reported that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said, “The angels lower their wings as a sign of humility before the seeker of [Islamic] knowledge, in recognition of the knowledge he seeks.”

	 

	In his commentary on this hadith, al-Khaṭṭābī said, "There are three different views that interpret the meaning of angels lowering their wings, as follows:

	i. The first view is that the angels would spread their wings. 

	ii. The second view is that the angels show humility to honor the student of knowledge.

	iii. The third view is that the angels stop flying and descend to attend the knowledge session.

	 

	Abu Hurayrah (radiy Allahu 'anhu) reported: Allah's Messenger () said, "Whoever commits himself to the path of seeking [Islamic] knowledge, Allah will facilitate his access to Paradise.

	 

	It is reported that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) also said: "Whoever is stricken by death while in the process of acquiring [Islamic] knowledge with a view to reviving Islam by means of it, there will be but one degree between him and the prophets in Paradise". And there are many reports on this subject.

	 

	Some sages used to say: "I wish those who have not acquired knowledge knew what they are missing, for those who have acquired knowledge have gained everything".

	 

	Among the merits of teaching is what was mentioned in the Two Şahiḥs where Sahl ibn Sa'd (radiy Allahu 'anhu) related that the Messenger of Allah said to 'Ali Ibn Abi Talib (radiy Allahu 'anhu), “By Allah, the fact that Allah guides a single man through you is better for you than red camels.”

	 

	Ibn 'Abbas (radiy Allahu 'anhuma) said, "Every living being, even the fish in the sea, prays to Allah to forgive the one who teaches people what is good. In another report, the same meaning was mentioned to the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him).

	 

	If asked why the fish of the sea would pray to Allah to forgive the person who teaches people what is good, the answer is: the fish of the sea pray to Allah to forgive the person who teaches people what is good. The answer is: The benefit of knowledge extends to everyone, including the fish. This is because the scholars have come to know the lawful and the forbidden after learning, and [Islamic] knowledge informs them to advise people to be kind to everything, including the animal when it is slaughtered and the fish. It is for this reason that Allah has prompted all creatures to implore their forgiveness in order to reciprocate.

	 

	It was reported that Abū Mūsā al-Ash'arī (radiy Allahu 'anhu) noted that the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said, "The example of guidance and knowledge that Allah has sent me is like abundant rain falling on the earth, part of which was fertile soil that absorbed rainwater and produced vegetation and grass in abundance. And another part of the earth was barren and the rainwater remained on its surface, and Allah gave it to the people; they used it to drink, to water their animals and to irrigate the land for cultivation. Another part was barren and could neither hold water nor produce vegetation. The first example is that of the person who understands Allah's religion and benefits from what Allah has sent down through me; he therefore learns and then teaches others. The last example is that of a person who does not take care of it and does not follow Allah's guidance revealed through me (he is like this barren land) ".

	 

	Look, may Allah engulf you with His mercy, at how this hadith gives [a good account] of people's examples, i.e. the example of the jurists, those with understanding, is like the land that accepted rainwater and then produced vegetation, because they learned and understood, concluded and taught others. On the other hand, the example of the scholars of the ḥadīth who work as transmitters of hadith without being blessed with the happiness of understanding is like barren land that has preserved water and thus others have benefited from the knowledge they have. As for those who have heard of knowledge but have not learned or preserved it, they are the ignorant people."

	 

	Al-Hasan [al-Baṣrī], may Allāh have mercy on him, said, "Without the scholars, people would have become like animals." 

	 

	Mu'adh ibn Jabal (radiy Allahu 'anhu) said, "[O people], learn [Islamic] knowledge because learning it for Allah is piety, seeking it is an act of worship, studying it mutually is an exaltation of Allah, pursuing it is jihad, teaching it to those who do not know it is charity, and offering it to those who deserve it is a means of drawing closer to Allah." It is the affable in times of solitude and the companion during one’s seclusion.

	 

	Ka'b (radiy Allahu 'anhu) said, "Allah revealed to the Prophet Mūsā ('alayhis-salam), "O Mūsa, learn goodness and teach it to people, for I will illuminate the graves of those who learn it and those who teach it so that they will not feel any kind of remoteness in their graves."

	 

	 


02: Seeking knowledge is obligatory

	 

	Anas ibn Malik (radiy Allahu 'anhu) reported that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said, "It is obligatory (farida) for every Muslim to seek knowledge.

	 

	The author of this book (may Allah have mercy on him) said: "The scholars differ as to the types of knowledge mentioned in the report".

	 

	The jurists (fuqaha') said: "It is the knowledge of jurisprudence (ilm al-fiqh) which enables one to know what is lawful (halal) and unlawful (haram)".

	 

	The exegetes of the Qur'an (mufassirun) and the scholars of the ḥadīth (muhaddithun) say: "It is the Qur'an and the Sunnah with which people can reach all knowledge".

	 

	The deviated sufis say: "It is the knowledge of sincerity (ikhlas) and the defects of the soul (afat al-nufus)".

	 

	The deviated philosophers say: "It is the knowledge of rhetoric ('ilm al- kalām)".

	 

	These and other opinions have been put forward as to its meaning, but none of them is satisfactory. The correct interpretation is that it (the compulsory knowledge) refers to what a person must observe and perform to please his Lord.

	 

	This conduct for which the servant is responsible has three categories: what he must believe in ('itiqad), what he must do (fail) and what he must abstain from (tark).

	 

	When a child reaches puberty, his first obligation is to learn the testimony of faith (shahadah) and what it means, even if this is not through the analysis of evidence. This is because the Prophet was content with the assertion (tasdiq) of the simple Bedouins, which was not preceded by an analysis of the evidence. This is the obligation of the time, although he is obliged to examine the evidence later.

	 

	Then, when the time for prayer comes, he is obliged to learn to purify himself (taḥarah) and pray (salah). If he lives until Ramadan, he is obliged to learn to fast (sawm), and if he owns property during a lunar year, he is obliged to learn the rules of zakat. If the time for the pilgrimage (hajj) arrives and he is able to perform it, he should learn the rules associated with it.

	 

	In terms of abstinence, the obligations depend on one's situation.

	 

	A blind person is not obliged to learn the things that are illegal to look at, and a mute person is not obliged to know what not to pronounce with his tongue. If you are in a country where people are accustomed to drink wine and wear silk, he is obliged to learn that these things are unlawful.

	 

	As for faith, the obligations of transient thoughts (khawatir) on doubts about what the two words in the testimony of faith mean, it would be obligatory for him to acquire knowledge of what would remove these doubts. If he is in a country where objectionable innovations are practiced, he is obliged to learn the truth, just as if he were a merchant living in a country where usury was prevalent, it would be obligatory to warn him against
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