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Have you ever stood at the edge of a bridge, or a cliff, or a balcony—
and felt afraid?

Not because you think the ground might shift or the wind might blow
or someone might creep up behind you and push you off.

Because you're afraid of what you might do.

The French call this phenomenon /"appel du vide, or “the call of the void.”
It’s that dark, destructive part of our own minds that we try to ignore.
Because what could be more horrifying than a shadow version of you; an
unpredictable, corrupted version of you; a dangerous voice buried deep
in your own subconscious—but maybe not deep enough?

The stories in this book all confront the terror within.

Hikers on a remote, frozen mountain stumble into a storm, only to succumb
to their darkest and most primal urges. A mortician who disrespects the
dead is haunted by his own cruelty. A woman with the courage to confront a

creature from her nightmare finds herself face-to-face with a shocking truth.

In all of these stories, the fear comes from what we do not know—or do not
want to know—about ourselves.

Read this collection on terra firma. Because the void may call to you too.

MrBallen
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"8 {| the pass the next day. |
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On January 25, 1959, ten hikers set
off on a sixteen-day, 190-mile journey
through the Ural Mountains in the

|| northern part of the Soviet Union.

They’re a highly
experienced group,
and in completing

receive their Level 3 ) 2 -
Y hiker certification. . “7| This s the highest
certification in
he country.
[ - Y

The group is i‘n :
good spirits. They’re going to be the
top dogs in hiking.

Unfortunately, on January 28,
one hiker--Yuri Yudin--is forced
to turn back because of illness.

They’re all close friends, and one
of them gives Yuri a farewell gift.
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Deciding to tell this story changed §
my life. It’s how my new career @

as a storyteller began.

It’s about what is today known
as the Dyatlov Pass Incident.

But nobody knows for
sure what happened.

It’s centered on a place the
indigenous Mansi tribe calls...

...“\Dead Mountain.”
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In 2017, I retired from the Navy ) %
SEALs. Back home, I struggled o [ =
find my way as a civilian again. 7 I'd always dreamed of being a
7 SEAL, but then I was injured in
combat...and the life and career ||

I was interested
in creating social
media content like
so many other
people were doing.

\

S
my equ

AllA
‘N

I hadn’t found my
voice--I just knew that
I like to tell stories.

So in 2020, I posted my
first video as MrBallen.

I1t’s a perfect example of the kind

of stories I've always been drawn to--

ones that are easy to prove ook place, ;

but no one can explain how or why. Ao >

NN
-——
"’//MV//

Stories like those force us to
see there is more to this world
than we can possibly imagine.
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