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The High Priestess

At breakfast, Alice and Eliot were checking their schedules for the day.

“Eliot, will you have your part of the orders done before lunch?”

“Probably. Looks like you can get the next card.”

“Good. There’s only four more cards. I keep hoping I can finish before the tarot readings pick up.”

“I remember Madeline telling me those can ebb and flow. There were times when she couldn’t do much else besides tarot readings. And at others, she could do whatever else she wanted to do.”

She nodded. “I’ll keep that in mind. Perhaps, I will be able to finish in a few days. The clients haven’t tried to stress us out since her death. I bet many people still want tarot readings from her and not me right now.”

“I can see that, but that could change. You do have some regular clients now.”

“I noticed that. I’m glad some people appreciate my readings.”

“Okay, let’s clean up the kitchen and get to work.”

They cleared the table and left the dishes soaking in soapy water in the sink. He walked to the greenhouse and turned on music. She walked to the tarot reading room. She stopped at the shelf and spread the remaining cards of the special deck. She picked one and left the room.

She walked upstairs into the room she shared with her husband. She sat down at her desk and quickly found the corresponding cards in her decks. She set the three different versions of the High Priestess card side by side. She opened her notebook and grabbed her pen.

She took her notes and didn’t worry about the time. She knew she could deal with the crafting right after lunch. Then she would have some more tarot readings. For now, she focused on the card of the day and jotted down her notes in her notebook. She didn’t have that many pages left, but figured there would be enough room for the remaining cards she had to study.

She didn’t stop until she heard her husband cooking in the kitchen. She set her pen down and stood up. She walked downstairs into the kitchen. She set the table and grabbed drinks. She sat down and waited. He soon finished cooking and served them. He sat down next to her.

“Alice, what is the card of the day?”

Madeline appeared in the kitchen.

Alice answered, “The High Priestess.”

Eliot smiled.

Madeline asked, “What is the upright meaning?”

Alice answered, “The upright meaning is acceptance of duality— light and darkness, strength and knowledge, unconscious or subconscious mind, wisdom and personal judgement, virtue and emotion, patience, fertility, waiting, spirituality, understanding, feminine aspect, good advice, secrets, mystery, intuition, or trusting oneself. It can mean the veil between the mundane and spiritual world is thin or all that comes from maturity, intuition and common sense.”

Madeline nodded. “What is the reverse meaning?”

Alice answered, “The reverse meaning is belief in one’s own correctness, lack of understanding, selfishness, poor judgement, blocked intuition, imbalance, hiding one’s intuition or self from others.”

Madeline nodded. “You know what to do next.” She disappeared.

Eliot smiled. “Very good. So, just three more cards.”

Alice nodded. “Yeah, so, not much longer now.”

They stood up and cleared the table. They put the dirty dishes in the sink of soapy water. He wiped down the stove and counters. She put away the leftovers. Then they walked to the greenhouse. The big screen clearly displayed the orders.

He grabbed his tools and notes to go in search of the plants he needed for their back stock. She found he had his part of the big orders packed up in labeled boxes. She smiled and went to work on crafting toiletry items. Time flew by as she finished the big orders. She sealed the boxes and set them to the side. Then she worked on the small orders and the back stock.

The delivery person stopped by, smiled and waved and took the boxes. Eliot came back and worked on the back stock. They were done with the back stock just as the first tarot client arrived. Alice stepped out of the greenhouse.

“Hi, are you here for a tarot reading?”

The client nodded. Alice led them into the house and into the tarot reading room. The client sat down and Alice picked a deck. She sat down and shuffled the cards.

The client said, “I’m waiting to hear about a court case that involves me.”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—Justice, 6 of Wands and 4 of Swords. She blinked as she studied the cards. “I see there is a case and justice will be served that leads to a victory for you. After this victory, you can take a rest and just relax. Things will work out in your favor.”

The client sighed. “I do hope so. It’s gone on too long. Thank you.”

Alice smiled and led them out the front door. She found the next client ready to go. She led them into the tarot reading room. They both sat down and she shuffled the cards.

The client said, “What’s going to happen next?”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—Judgement, King of Cups and 5 of Swords. She blinked as she studied the cards. “I see something is about to change. This is the announcement from the universe. You will meet someone who can be moody, but is kind and helpful to you. This relationship helps you to grow and become stronger. You will defeat your enemies and they will not be able to bully you anymore.”

The client’s eyes widened and then relaxed. “Sounds wonderful. Thank you.”

Alice led them out of the house and found the next client ready to go. She led them into the tarot reading room. They sat down and she shuffled the cards.

The client said, “I’ve had a job offer and wonder if I should take it.”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—Page of Pentacles, the Tower and Ace of Pentacles. She blinked as she studied the cards. “I see the job offer. It requires you to learn and study new things. This learning leads to a breakdown of your old beliefs about work and money. It might be scary, but it will lead you to a new beginning in which you will start over with better knowledge and beliefs. You will become financially and spiritually more secure over time.”

The client blinked. “So, the tower isn’t a bad card. Sometimes we need to get rid of old beliefs that cause us pain and suffering.”

Alice nodded. “That’s right. It can be a good thing to get rid of what doesn’t serve us anymore. Then we can grow and become what we’re meant to be.”

The client smiled. “Thank you. I’ll keep that in mind.”

Alice led the client out of the house and found the next one ready for their reading. She led them into the tarot reading room and they both sat down. She shuffled the deck.

The client said, “Just a general reading for today.”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—Ace of Swords, the Hierophant and 10 of Cups. She blinked as she studied the cards. “You are at a beginning. This one involves thoughts and communication. You and someone else will be talking and realizing that you both want the same thing with each other. This will lead to marriage that is happy and long lasting.”

The client blinked. “Wow. I know I have a friend that I swear feels more for me than they’ve been letting on. I guess I do too. So, we just need to talk about that. Thank you.”

Alice led them out of the house and found the next client ready for a reading. She led them into the tarot reading room. They sat down opposite of each other. Alice shuffled the cards.

The client said, “What is happening to me? I feel different.”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—Queen of Wands, Strength and the High Priestess. She blinked as she studied the cards. “You are a Queen of Wands. You’re feisty and quite independent. You are considered attractive and are powerful. You have a strength that no one can take from you. You can calm wild beasts and they know they can trust you completely. You’re growing and expanding as a person as you realize how powerful and strong you truly are. As a result, you are becoming the High Priestess. You are confident and highly intuitive. No one can trick you without you letting them.”

The client smiled. “So, the change is a positive one. Thank you.”

Alice led them out of the house. She closed the front door and walked back to the greenhouse. Eliot had just finished his part of the back stock. He had to deal with quite a few clients who came and went including the tarot clients. He was cleaning the greenhouse when she stepped inside.

He smiled at her. “Alice, you’re glowing.”

“I am?”

“Yeah, I hope you realize you have become the upright High Priestess.”

She smiled. “How did I do that?”

“You are willing to learn and keep at it. You have common sense and strong intuition. You’ve accept there is light and darkness in our lives. In spite of that knowledge, you have become strong and balanced. It makes me glad that I married you.”

He put his arms around her waist and she wrapped her arms around his neck. They kissed.
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