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    I dedicate this book to my mother Audrey, who named me after a writer (Damon Runyon) and who had an unfulfilled passion for writing herself - that she says is being fulfilled in me, and to my wife Shirling - who encouraged me to write again (after having given up on ever getting published 20 years ago), and to our five children - Hatuey, Aderi, Tecumseh, Sabantho and Laliwa, who inspired or assisted me in the creation of this book.


Last but not least, I dedicate this book to my Eagle Clan kin and my Lokono-Arawak Tribe, may the youth never forget these myths and legends that are part of the cultural fabric that makes us a distinct people on the face of Mother Earth.     
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INTRODUCTION
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Arranged into 4 short chapters (covering Surface beings, Water beings, Underground beings, and Spiritual beings), with illustrations for the ten physical entities described. 

Included are real-life oral tradition accounts drawn from the author's personal involvement in tribal life, and his personal interactions with tribal elders (all mentioned by name) who contributed some of these examples included in this book. 

The author is a reliable source for the information provided, as he himself is a 4th generation maternal descendant heir to the hereditary Chieftaincy of the Eagle Clan Lokono-Arawaks of Guyana, and the reader is treated to a brief history lesson (in a pertinent back story to the Giant Harpy Eagle myth/legend example given) as to his Clans own origins; dating back to the time of Columbus.

Having the Lokono-Arawak names first (with the English description after) is a refreshing change from the norm, as most of these entities are only known by the names given them in other languages, and in some cases are totally unknown altogether.

This is a valuable resource for academics, the spiritually inclined/curious, as well as parents and children alike.

For academics, there is a great lack of authentic materials about the Lokono-Arawaks that is actually written by them, usually, we only have the writings of a non-indigenous author’s second or third-hand accounts, observations, or assumptions - available for perusal about this ancient tribe of people.

For the spiritually inclined/curious, it is very interesting to learn of an indigenous cosmovision that is totally different from that espoused by most established dominant organized religions known to mankind, and I daresay some insights the author presents are well worth deeper consideration and meditative pondering upon. 

For parents and children, it makes for additional reading material that children (in an age where reading is in unfortunate decline) will find exciting to read, in a magical yet scientific and ‘consciousness-expanding’ kind of way.  

Some readers may appreciate how the author weaves proven scientific discoveries of similar creatures into several mythical/legendary examples, inviting the reader to not only do online independent research to verify what he is saying but planting logical theoretical possibilities explaining how one relates to – or could support the existence of – the other. 

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

CHAPTER 1 – SURFACE BEINGS
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Dai-Dai (Hairy Giant)
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Ekekuli Firo-Waabo (Cannibal Giant)

––––––––
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Firo-Waabo Haubaria (Giant Harpy Eagle)

––––––––
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Firo-Waabo Kamudi (Giant Boa)

––––––––
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Kanaima (Evil Shape-shifting Sorcerer)

––––––––
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Shoko Kurukuyaha (Little Tribe of People)

DAI-DAI (Hairy Giant)

The Loknono-Arawaks call this creature Dai-Dai (pronounced like the English word ‘Die-Die’) but other tribes in Guyana call it ‘Tai-Tai’ (pronounced like the English word ‘Tie-Tie’).

It is the same creature that is common in the folklore and legends of indigenous peoples all over the world. In the USA and Canada it called ‘Bigfoot’ or ‘Sasquatch’ or the ‘Skunk-Ape’, in the Himalayas the ‘Yeti’, in Australia the ‘Yowie’, and the ‘Yeren’ in China, etc. 

The color of its fur may vary, from country to country and perhaps from season to season, but in all cases the common descriptions are of a creature that walks bipedally (like a human), and can reach up to  10 or 12 feet in height (300-360cm), and it is described as having a body covered in thick fur (like all the other Great Apes), with only the soles of its feet, palms of its hands, and face NOT being covered in hair.

It seems unable to make anything such as tools or weapons or clothing, with the sole exception being a large ‘nest’ to sleep in that it sometimes constructs for itself, again – like the other know Great Apes, preferring to basically live like an animal, inhabiting caves, and preferring the most remote mountainous or forest-covered regions left on Earth, where it can avoid coming into contact with human beings.

Though it is not known to make any tools, it has been recorded as throwing stones and and using tree branches to lash against trees (usually 3 times) as a way of warning humans away from its territory.  

It makes a unique screaming howl that echoes for miles and is totally different from every other known animal, and we know all the animals in our forests, as we have been living with them for thousands of years. 

The only way this creature seems to seek out humans, is when a human female is menstruating, this indicates that is is more animal than human, for even though it is intelligent enough to evade humans, it still has a more animalistic developed sense of smell – that relies on the detection of pheromones in ovulating females. 

There are several cases of the Dai-Dai abducting Lokono-Arawak girls who were menstruating at the time, and who wandered away from the safety of a tribal village, in one case from 20 years ago a 13-year-old girl was with her brother picking Muri berries on the savanna near the forest edge, when the brother (who was left unharmed) said: “A big hairy man came out of the bushes and grabbed my sister, put her over his shoulder and ran back into the trees with her”. The incident was reported to the Police, and local tribesmen and the one Police officer searched the area, but no trace of the girl was ever found. 

There is an elder Lokono-Arawak woman who claimed to have been similarly abducted by a Dai-Dai when she was menstruating many years ago when she was younger, and she said he took her to a cave and kept her there, raped her, and she had a baby for it, the baby looked normal except hairier and uglier, but she escaped by swimming over a river and the Dai-Dai did not enter the water to follow her, perhaps, like the other Great Apes, the Dai-Dai also prefers NOT to venture into water in most cases, but she did say that when she looked back, it held her baby up in the air and ripped it in half, killing the child instantly and savagely.  

Perhaps, these giant Ape-like creatures are merely living examples (or close relatives) of the once identical looking ‘Gigantopithecus blacki’ which science knows for a fact once DID exist in our world. 

DAI-DAI ILLUSTRATION
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EKEKULI FIRO WAABO (Cannibal Giant)

The Cannibal Giants are no more, or if they still exist - they have not been seen for many centuries.

Every now and then a large stone platter or bowl, or other ancient relics like stone clubs, are found by normal human beings of today, usually natives find these on native lands, and they are too heavy and large for normal people to use, so they are described as being ‘what the Giants made long ago “.

No-one alive in our tribe has seen a Cannibal Giant, but the legends and myths about them are still known by a few elders.

They were supposed to have had 2 rows of teeth in their jaws, with 6 fingers on each hand, and six toes on each foot, other to that – they looked exactly like a modern-day human being, but with different colored hair to us (in other words – NOT black hair) just much taller, twice the size or more, this would put them in the 10 to 12 feet (300-360cm) height range.

The Cannibal Giants were enemies of modern human tribes, as they hunted us and ate the humans they captured, so we hunted them to exterminate them and rid the lands we entered of their threat, as they were living in these lands before us, and apparently we succeeded in vanquishing them, as they are no more.  

Some say the Cannibal Giants had deformed heads, and that was why our ancestors practiced head-binding on our babies long ago, and up until the time of European contact in fact. 

However others doubt that we would want to make ourselves resemble our most hated and feared  enemy, so they suspect the head binding practice to create elongated skulls was more to do with an ancient influence from contact with the Tiwanaku culture near where we originated as a people in antiquity.  

In our earliest origins suggested by Linguistic Anthropologists, we Lokono-Arawaks originated as a distinct Amazonian Tribal people about 10,000 years ago, in the area of present-day Amazonian Bolivia, a mere few hundred miles down the Andes from the ancient Pre-Inca city called Tiwanaku (estimated
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