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​Ten Amendments to Save Our Republic

[image: ]


By John Weyermuller

From the Civic Sense series, straightforward insights and practical answers for those who want to understand the world and improve it.

About the Civic Sense Series

The Civic Sense series was created with a simple goal: to make sense of a complicated world. In a time of political dysfunction, social upheaval, environmental crisis, and economic anxiety, it’s easy to feel overwhelmed or to tune out altogether. These books are an invitation to do the opposite.

Written in clear, accessible language, each volume tackles a major issue shaping our future, from the collapse of civilizations and climate change, to democratic reform, education, economic justice, and beyond. These are not textbooks, academic essays, or political manifestos. They are short, thoughtful guides for everyday people who want to understand what’s happening, why it matters, and what can be done about it.

Each book begins with the big picture, explores how we got here, and offers real-world solutions rooted in history, evidence, and common sense. Whether you’re a concerned citizen, an educator, a student, or just someone looking for clarity, the Civic Sense series is for you.

This is a time for rebuilding, not only our systems, but our civic imagination. That starts with good information, told plainly and honestly. The Civic Sense series is part of that effort: a toolbox for thinking critically, acting wisely, and working together to create a future that is more resilient, more just, and more humane than what we inherited.

​No jargon. No spin. Just ideas that matter. For people who care.
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​Introduction: A System in Decline
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America was founded on the bold promise of liberty, equality, and justice for all. For generations, our Constitution has served as the foundation of that promise. A living document meant to protect freedom and preserve the voice of the people. But today, many Americans are asking a troubling question: Has the system stopped working for us?

Everywhere we look, the cracks in our political foundation are growing wider. Congress is gridlocked, political parties are more divided than ever, and corporate dollars and special interest groups drown out the people’s voices. Elections feel more like a competition between billionaires than a proper democratic process. Trust in government is at an all-time low. The working class is falling behind while the politically connected grow richer and more powerful.

It’s not hard to see why so many Americans feel left behind. Our wages are shrinking while the cost of living soars. Young families can’t afford homes. Seniors worry about retirement. Healthcare is a struggle for everyone. Education is becoming a privilege instead of a right. And through it all, politicians seem more interested in re-election than real solutions.

We hear a lot of talk about “freedom” in this country, but what kind of freedom is it when ordinary Americans are locked out of political power, buried in debt, and forced to compete in an economy rigged for the few?

The truth is, our system has atrophied, and it’s time to revitalize it.

This book is not about tearing America down but about rebuilding it. It’s about reclaiming the original vision of a government of the people, by the people, and for the people. It begins with Ten Common-Sense Amendments to our Constitution that will restore fairness, eliminate corruption, and put power back in the hands of everyday citizens.

These proposed amendments are not radical. They are practical, patriotic, and long overdue. They’re based on a simple belief: America works best when it works for everyone, not just the wealthy and well-connected.

​A New Bill of Rights for a New Era

When the Founding Fathers put forth the original Constitution for ratification, many Americans worried that it didn’t go far enough to protect the individual freedoms they had just fought for. So, in response to those concerns, the first Congress of the United States promised to pass a Bill of Rights. These ten foundational amendments guarantee freedom of speech, freedom of religion, the right to bear arms, protection against unlawful searches, and other critical liberties.

Those ten amendments were not afterthoughts. They were a promise to the people, a declaration that the government would never stand above the rights of its citizens. That original Bill of Rights helped define American democracy for generations.

But just as those amendments were written to address the needs and fears of their time, we now face a new set of challenges that threaten our liberty and the strength of our republic. The Founders could not have foreseen a world dominated by global corporations, billion-dollar political campaigns, and a Congress that turns over power from one career politician to another. They couldn’t have imagined an age where algorithms manipulate voters, elections are drowned in dark money, and powerful interests control access to healthcare, housing, and opportunity.

It’s time for a new Bill of Rights. A Bill of Rights that meets the moment we live in.

Just as the first ten amendments stood up to tyranny in the 18th century, these new amendments are designed to stand up to the tyranny of money, corruption, and systemic inequality in the 21st century. This is not a rejection of the Founders' vision but an extension of it. They built a foundation strong enough to be improved by each generation. Now, it’s our responsibility to carry that work forward.

If we truly believe in the people's power and in liberty and justice for all, then we must rise to this occasion and create a new path forward. That path begins with bold ideas, honest conversations, and a renewed commitment to the American promise, not just for the privileged few, but for every citizen in every corner of this great country.

When the founders were finished with the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia in 1787, a woman named Elizabeth Willing Powell reportedly asked Benjamin Franklin: “Well, Doctor, what have we got, a republic of a monarchy?” To which Franklin replied:

“A republic, if you can keep it.”

America doesn’t need another revolution. It requires a renewal. It is time for us to decide whether we can save our republic, to see if we can preserve it. It is not too late to save our republic from the clutches of autocracy and oligarchy, but it will require us to keep it, as Benjamin Franklin said.

And that renewal, that saving of our republic, starts here, with ten transformative amendments and a people brave enough to demand a better future.

​
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​Proposal: Ten Constitutional Amendments for a Stronger, Fairer Republic
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​Amendment I: Congressional, Judicial, and Federal Term Limits

To ensure government accountability and reduce political entrenchment:

●  Members of the House of Representatives shall serve no more than four terms (8 years).
●  Members of the Senate shall serve no more than two terms (12 years).
●  Justices of the Supreme Court and federal judges shall serve a single non-renewable term of 18 years.
●  No person shall serve in any federal elected office for a total period exceeding 20 years in their lifetime, including the Presidency of the United States.



​Amendment II: Mandatory Public Service Retirement Age

To preserve institutional vitality and prevent gerontocracy:

●  No individual may hold elected, judicial, or appointed public office beyond the age of 65 years.
●  All federal, state, and local public officials shall retire from their positions on or before reaching the age of 65.
●  This provision includes Supreme Court Justices, federal judges, members of Congress, the President, and all executive appointees.



​Amendment III: Separation of Wealth and Politics

To eliminate corruption and restore democratic equality:

●  Money shall not be considered protected speech under the First Amendment.
●  All campaign financing shall be conducted through public funding mechanisms only.
●  Private donations to political campaigns, candidates, political parties, or political action committees (PACs) shall be prohibited.
●  Political advertisements shall be regulated and equally allocated through publicly funded media access.



​Amendment IV: Abolition of the Two-Party Electoral Monopoly

To restore democratic choice and prevent political duopoly:

●  No law, regulation, debate policy, or other electoral process shall favor or disadvantage any political party or candidate.
●  All federal and state elections shall be conducted through nonpartisan open primaries followed by ranked-choice voting in general elections.
●  Political party affiliation shall not determine ballot access, debate participation, or election funding eligibility.



​Amendment V: Corporations as Economic Entities, Not Citizens





​Amendment VI: Universal Voting Rights and Protections





​Amendment VII: National Electoral Reform





​Amendment VIII: Public Service Integrity and Ethics






​Amendment IX: Constitutional Protections for Economic Security


















​Amendment X: National Citizens' Assembly for Participatory Governance
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