
​[image: image]
​Christian Biblical Advisory Opinions: Foundational Beliefs of Old Christianity - VOL. IV THE CHURCH AND APOSTOLIC AUTHORITY

​

​

​

––––––––
[image: ]


​

Author by:

A.A. Castor

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​Dedication

[image: ]


To my beloved family,

Your unconditional love, unwavering support, and endless encouragement have been my greatest blessings. From the earliest days of dreaming to the challenging moments of writing, you have stood by me with patience and belief. This book is as much yours as it is mine, a reflection of the values you've instilled and the faith you've shown in me. Thank you for being my rock and my inspiration.

To my dear friends,

Your friendship has illuminated my path with laughter, shared moments, and invaluable support. You've cheered me on through every triumph and lifted me up through every challenge. Your belief in my endeavors has been a source of strength and motivation. This book is a testament to the power of friendship, and I am grateful for each of you who has walked this journey by my side.

To God,

Your grace and guidance have been my constant companions. In moments of doubt, you've shown me the way; in moments of joy, you've multiplied my gratitude. This book is a testament to your faithfulness and the blessings you've bestowed upon me. May it serve as a reflection of your love and the lessons you continue to teach me.

With heartfelt gratitude and love,

A.A. Castor 
	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​Copyright © 2025 by A.A. Castor

[image: ]


All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means—electronic, mechanical, photocopy, recording, scanning, or otherwise—except as permitted under Section 107 or 108 of the 1976 United States Copyright Act, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except for brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law.

For permission requests, contact A.A. Castor at:

Address: Urban Deca Home Metro Manila, 1230
Email: dev.castortony@gmail.com
Website: www.tonyc.info
This book is a work of non-fiction. Names, characters, places, and incidents are either the product of the author’s research or are used factually. Any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, events, or locales is entirely coincidental.

Printed in Philippines 



Philippine Copyright Law:
The Intellectual Property Code of the Philippines (Republic Act No. 8293) provides protection to literary and artistic works from the moment of their creation. It includes provisions for the rights of authors and copyright owners, including the exclusive right to reproduce, distribute, perform, and display their works. Unauthorized use or reproduction of copyrighted materials is subject to legal penalties under this law.
​TABLE OF CONTENTS

Dedication

Copyright © 2025 by A.A. Castor

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Why I Am Writing This Book

About the Author

Author’s Clarification on “Catholic” and “Orthodox” Usage

Preface

Introduction: Edited Bibles, Lost Christians, and the Compass They Threw Away

Chapter 4: The Church and Apostolic Authority

1: What is the Biblical Definition of "the Church"?

2: Who Holds Spiritual Authority in the Church?

3: Is Apostolic Succession Necessary for Valid Ministry?

4: Did Jesus Establish a Visible Institutional Church?

5: Can Anyone Self-Appoint as a Pastor or Teacher?

6: What Authority Do Bishops and Elders Have Today?

7: Are House Churches Legitimate If Disconnected from Historic Churches?

8: Is Schism Ever Justified in Christianity?

9: What Are the Signs of a Heretical Church?

10: How Does Old Christianity Guard Against False Teachers?

11: What Marks Distinguish the True Church from Mere Religious Gatherings?

12: How Did the Early Church Trace Apostolic Authority Through Ordination?

13: What Is the Role of Ecumenical Councils in Defining Church Doctrine?

14: Can Apostolic Authority Be Lost Through Heresy or Immorality?

15. How Should Laypeople Respond to Corrupt Leadership in the Church?

16. What Does It Mean to Be in Communion with the Historic Church?

17. How Did the Reformation Challenge Claims of Apostolic Succession?

18. Is Denominationalism Evidence of Failed Apostolic Unity?

19. What Scriptural Support Exists for a Primacy of Peter?

20. Do Modern Apostles Exist, or Did the Office Cease in the First Century?

21. How Does Conciliar Decision-Making Differ from Papal Infallibility?

22. Are Sacraments Valid if Performed by a Schismatic Priest?

23. How Does Church Discipline Preserve Doctrinal Purity?

24. What Authority Do Ecumenical Creeds Hold Over Local Congregations?

25. Is Congregational Voting a Biblical Model of Governance?

26. How Did Bishops Function in the Sub-Apostolic Age (AD 70–150)?

27. Can Charismatic Gifts Override Established Church Authority?

28. How Should Disputes Between Churches Be Adjudicated?

29. What Is the Biblical Role of Deacons Relative to Elders?

30. Does Apostolic Authority Extend to Defining the Biblical Canon?

31. How Did the Early Church Determine Which Writings Were Authoritative?

32. Can Women Hold Apostolic or Episcopal Authority?

33. What is the Role of Apostolic Tradition Alongside Scripture?

34. How Did the Council of Jerusalem (Acts 15) Model Church Governance?

35. Are Excommunications by One Church Binding on All Churches?

36. How Should Missionaries Establish Church Authority Structures in New Fields?

37. What Safeguards Prevent Episcopal Authority from Becoming Tyrannical?

38. Is Clerical Celibacy a Matter of Authority or Spiritual Discipline?

39. Does Apostolic Authority Guarantee Doctrinal Infallibility?

40. How Do Apostolic Churches Maintain Unity Despite Cultural Diversity?

41. What Responsibilities Do Pastors Have Toward Other Local Churches?

42. Can Laity Exercise Prophetic Correction Over Church Leaders?

43. How Did Monastic Orders Relate to Episcopal Authority?

44. In What Sense Is Christ the Head of the Church Today?

45. Does Apostolic Authority Include Political or Civil Jurisdiction?

46. What Historical Evidence Supports Uninterrupted Apostolic Succession?

47. How Should the Church Restore Fallen Leaders to Ministry, If Ever?

48. Are Online Churches Capable of Real Apostolic Oversight?

49. How Does Apostolic Authority Influence Bible Translation and Interpretation?

50. What Criteria Should Be Used to Evaluate New Movements Claiming Apostolic Revival?

51. How Do We Reconcile Universal Church Unity with Local Church Autonomy?

52. Is the Concept of a Universal Bishop (Pope) Rooted in Apostolic Teaching?

53. How Did the East–West Schism Affect Claims to Apostolic Authority?

54. Can Valid Sacraments Exist Outside Apostolic Succession?

55. How Does Apostolic Authority Interact with Secular Governments?

56. What Lessons from the Donatist Controversy Inform Church Purity and Authority?

57. Does the Priesthood of All Believers Undermine Hierarchical Authority?

58. How Should Churches Handle Doctrinal Disagreements with Their Parent Denomination?

59. Are Church Councils Still Authoritative if They Include Heretical Participants?

60. What Role Do Confessions and Catechisms Play in Transmitting Apostolic Doctrine?

61. How Did Local Synods Differ from Ecumenical Councils in Exercising Authority?

62. May Civil Rulers Legitimately Appoint or Depose Bishops, or Is That Usurpation?

63. What Limits Did the Fathers Place on a Bishop’s Power Over Individual Conscience?

64. How Is Christ’s Promise to “Bind and Loose” (Mt 16 & 18) Applied in Church Discipline?

65. Does Sacramental Absolution Require an Unbroken Line of Apostolic Succession?

66. Are Indulgences a Lawful Exercise of Apostolic Authority or a Historical Abuse?

67. How Do Episcopal, Presbyterian, and Congregational Polities Reflect—or Depart From—Apostolic Patterns?

69. Who Oversees Missionary Churches Until Local Apostolic Leadership Emerges?

70. Can Underground Churches in Persecution Preserve Valid Apostolic Ministry?

71. How Have Investiture Controversies Shaped the Boundary Between Church and State Authority?

72. Does the Church Possess Jurisdiction to Annul Marriages, and on What Biblical Basis?

73. What Authority Determines the Authenticity of Reported Miracles?

74. How Did the Nicene Era Address Clergy Who Lapsed Under Persecution: Depose or Restore?

75. Are Ecumenical Creeds Immutable, or Can Apostolic Authority Refine Them?

76. How Should Bishops Exercise Financial Oversight to Avoid Scandal and Misuse?

77. Does Apostolic Authority Include Defining Acceptable Bible Translations for Worship?

78. How Do Eastern Orthodox Processes of Autocephaly Differ from Roman Catholic Papal Appointments?

79. Can Independent Catholic Movements Claim Valid Orders Without Recognition from Rome or Constantinople?

80. What Role Did Apostolic Authority Play in Establishing the Monastic Rule of St. Benedict?

81. Are Laity Voting in Synods a Return to or a Departure from Early Practice?

82. How Does the “Priesthood of All Believers” Coexist with a Hierarchical Ministry?

83. On What Grounds May a Bishop Declare a Local Liturgical Rite Illicit?

84. How Should Apostolic Leaders Address Digital-Age Heresies Spreading via Social Media?

85. Does Sacramental Validity Depend on the Moral Character of the Priest (ex opere operantis)?

86. How Did Medieval Canonists Reconcile Papal Bulls with Conciliar Decrees When They Clashed?

87. Can a Regional Council Override a Papal Directive, or Vice-Versa?

88. What Procedures Test the Genuineness of Private Revelations Before Ecclesial Approval?

89. How Do Apostolic Churches Ensure Transparency in Parish Stewardship and Tithes?

90. Does Church Authority Extend to Pronouncements on Emerging Bioethics (e.g., Gene Editing)?

91. Who Exercises Governance During an Interregnum (e.g., Sede Vacante in Rome)?

92. May a Bishop Refuse Communion to Public Officials Who Persist in Grave Sin?

93. How Did Apostolic Authority Guide the Church’s Expansion Along the Silk Road?

94. What Are the Theological Implications of Recognizing Anglican Orders as “Null and Void”?

95. Can an Auto-Ordained Internet Preacher Claim True Apostolic Gifts?

96. How Far May Inculturation Adapt Liturgy Without Losing Apostolic Continuity?

97. What Safeguards Keep Prophetic Movements from Sliding into Anti-Institutional Schism?

98. Does Excommunication Sever a Christian from Salvation or Only from Visible Communion?

99. How Did Regional Patriarchates Balance Collegiality and Primacy Before the Great Schism?

100. What Authority Sets the Lectionary Cycle Read in Churches Worldwide?

101. Are Diocesan Synods Competent to Issue Doctrinal Statements, or Merely Disciplinary Canons?

102. How Did the Council of Chalcedon Regulate Appeals from Local Bishops to Higher Authority?

103. What Is the Status of Sacraments Celebrated by Priests Ordained by Deposed Bishops?

104. Can Apostolic Authority Pronounce on Scientific Theories (e.g., Heliocentrism, Evolution)?

105. How Should Church Courts Interact with Secular Courts in Cases of Clerical Crime?

106. Does the Magisterium Possess Authority to Revise the Universal Catechism?

107. How Do Collegial Papal Statements (e.g., Encyclicals) Differ in Weight from Ex Cathedra Definitions?

108. What Criteria Prove an Unbroken Episcopal Lineage When Historical Records Are Scarce?

109. Can a Metropolitan Override a Suffragan Bishop’s Decision Regarding Liturgical Innovation?

110. How Does Apostolic Authority Foster Unity Among Culturally Diverse Global Dioceses Today?

Appendix A: Glossary of Terms

Appendix B: List of Councils and Church Fathers Referenced

Appendix C: Biblical and Patristic Canon Clarification

Appendix D: Apostolic Succession Timeline (Select Overview)

Appendix E: Principles of Traditional Christian Hermeneutics

Appendix F: Why We Reject Modern Reinterpretations

Appendix G: Recommended Ancient Sources for Deeper Study

Appendix H: Author’s Final Exhortation to the Remnant Church

Final Words from the Author

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​Why I Am Writing This Book


[image: ]


Modern Christians are walking through a burning forest with a torn map, no compass, and a blindfold made of pride. And they wonder why they can’t find Heaven.

This book is not a devotional. It is not “inspirational.” It is not soft, sweet, or digestible for the lukewarm. I am writing this because the modern Christian is confused, lost, and in many cases, walking straight into damnation with a smile and a Spotify playlist.

Let me put it plainly. Imagine I handed you a map and told you: “Use this to reach Heaven.” Then I ripped out parts of the map, erased the compass, and told you to just follow your feelings. Would you ever reach your destination? Of course not. Yet this is exactly how modern Christianity operates. The Bible they use is incomplete, mutilated by men like Martin Luther who removed sacred books because they contradicted his theology. The original Christian Bible—the one used from the 2nd to the 4th century, from the Greek Septuagint and the early apostolic writings—included Tobit, Wisdom of Solomon, Sirach, 2 Maccabees, and more. These were not optional. They were preached, prayed, and bled for. Remove them, and you don’t just lose verses—you lose doctrine, discipline, and direction.

But it’s worse than just missing books. Today’s Christians use the Bible like a mirror instead of a map. They read it to see what they want to see, not what God actually said. They invent meanings, twist verses, and baptize their sins in the language of love. I could stand in a pulpit, commit adultery with five women, and justify it by quoting, “Love your neighbor.” Ridiculous? Blasphemous? Yes. But not any more absurd than churches today that bless immorality, affirm delusion, and celebrate rebellion in the name of tolerance. They use “God is love” as a universal permission slip—not to call sinners to repentance, but to tolerate their damnation.

This is why I am writing this book.

Because love without truth is a lie.
Because faith without direction is a trap.
And because the modern church has lost the compass.
That compass is not your feelings. It is not your pastor’s TED Talk. It is not the latest worship trend. The compass is Tradition—the culture of the early Christians, the teachings of the Apostles, and the authority of the historic Church. They did not read the Bible in isolation. They read it together, with guidance from bishops, martyrs, councils, and the Holy Spirit. Tradition is not a dead ritual—it is a living memory of divine wisdom. Discard it, and you’re not interpreting Scripture—you’re inventing it.

The early Church—between 200 and 381 AD—stood in the face of persecution, heresy, and empire. They did not guess what Christianity meant. They knew, because they had inherited the faith handed down by the Apostles themselves. They gave us creeds, canons, and catechisms. They preserved the unity of the faith, not by majority vote, but by obedience to revealed truth. And they warned—again and again—that false teachers, wolves in sheep’s clothing, and heretics with honeyed words would try to lead the flock astray.

And that’s exactly what’s happened.

Today, anyone with a YouTube channel or a clever Instagram bio calls himself a “pastor.” Everyone is a “prophet.” Every lifestyle is “blessed.” Every belief is “valid.” Even Satan is being rebranded. And why not? If the Church tolerates every lie wrapped in a Bible verse, what stops anyone from claiming the throne of God for themselves?

We now live in an age of theological universalism, where:


●  Everyone goes to Heaven, even if they never repent.

●  Every sinner is called a “saint-in-process,” but no one is ever rebuked.

●  Every so-called preacher is affirmed, even if he contradicts the Apostles.

●  “Love” means never offending anyone—especially not with truth.


This isn’t Christianity. This is a cult of comfort built on a pile of edited Scriptures and burned traditions.

So I wrote this book to burn the illusions.

To give you back the compass.
To give you the full map.
To walk you through the real Christianity—the one that existed before it was watered down, sold out, and westernized into a feel-good fantasy.
I wrote this for the few who still fear God.
For the ones who know something’s wrong.
For those who are tired of fake shepherds, faithless teachers, and churches that feel more like nightclubs than cathedrals.
This is your ancient warning.
This is your map home.
This is the voice of the early Church, screaming across centuries:
Turn back.
Repent.
And walk the narrow road.
Before it's too late.
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A.A. Castor is a relentless voice calling Christians back to the ancient paths — not the tamed, compromised faith of modernity, but the brutal, beautiful Christianity that thundered through the catacombs, councils, and coliseums of the early Church. In a world that flatters heresy, downplays doctrine, and mocks obedience, Castor stands unapologetically for the unedited truth: that God is Triune, that idols must be destroyed, that saints are examples not enemies, and that ministry is not a performance but a calling bound by blood and fire.

In this book, Christian Biblical Advisory Opinions: Foundational Beliefs of Old Christianity, Castor digs through centuries of noise and brings forward the bones of the faith — the unbreakable truths that anchored martyrs, terrified demons, and formed the foundation of Christ’s Church. He writes not for the religiously entertained, but for the spiritually starving. Not for the applause of man, but for the approval of heaven.

Rooted in Scripture, forged by Apostolic Letters, and sharpened by the iron wisdom of the early Church Fathers, Castor’s work offers no escape routes — only a narrow road that demands the death of self and the resurrection of a faith worth bleeding for.

He does not write to soothe modern sensibilities. He writes to resurrect Christian sanity.

If you are tired of foggy theology, spineless sermons, and faith that bends with every breeze of culture —
If you still believe God has not changed, truth still divides, and holiness still matters —
Then this book, and the author behind it, were made for you.
Because Castor writes with one goal:
To revive Old Christianity.
And through it — raise a Church the gates of Hell still fear.
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In reading this book, the reader will encounter repeated references to Catholic and Orthodox doctrine, tradition, and practice. It is crucial to understand that these references do not pertain to the modern institutional Roman Catholic Church or Eastern Orthodox Churches in their current hierarchical or political expressions.

Rather, this work draws from the ancient, apostolic, and undivided Church—the Church that existed before the Great Schism of 1054, before the innovations of medieval scholasticism, and long before Vatican councils or nationalized Orthodoxy. This “Old Church” is defined not by denomination but by fidelity to the faith once delivered to the saints (Jude 1:3), as preserved by the earliest bishops, Church Fathers, and martyrs.


●  The word “Catholic” means universal, and in early Christianity, it signified the whole and undivided faith that all true Christians held “everywhere, always, and by all” (St. Vincent of Lérins).

●  The word “Orthodox” means right glory or correct worship, referring to the faithful preservation of doctrine and liturgy in accordance with apostolic teachings.


Thus, when this book appeals to Catholic or Orthodox tradition, it is not an endorsement of modern papal bureaucracy, ecumenical syncretism, national churches, or post-schism dogmas. It is a call to return to the purity, order, and spiritual integrity of the pre-schism Christian Church—to reclaim what the Apostles built, what the martyrs died for, and what the Councils preserved before corruption and compromise set in.

This work is not anti-Catholic or anti-Orthodox, but it is unflinchingly pro-apostolic. It seeks not modern religious identity, but ancient Christian fidelity.
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Modern Christianity is confused, chaotic, and catastrophically lost.

Today’s believers are handed a Bible and told to “find their way to Heaven”—but no one dares tell them that the Bible they’re holding is missing books, ripped from its original context, and disconnected from the very compass that guided the early Church. It’s like giving someone a map to Heaven and removing both the compass and entire sections of the terrain, then blaming them when they wander into a ditch. That’s where we are now—millions of sincere people lost in spiritual fog, interpreting Scripture however they please, while the pastors smile and say, “It’s all grace.”

Let me be blunt: the modern Christian doesn’t need a motivational speech. He needs a compass—and a slap to the face.

We are living in an age where sin is repackaged as freedom, where heresy is called love, and where Scripture is weaponized to justify rebellion rather than obedience. The Bible was never meant to be used in isolation. The early Christians (c. 200–381 AD) didn’t walk around with a personal Bible app and a blog. They lived within the culture of the Church—rooted in apostolic tradition, spiritual authority, and sacred guidance handed down from Christ to the Apostles, and from the Apostles to the bishops, martyrs, and faithful teachers of the early centuries.

They didn’t say, “It means whatever it means to me.”
They said, “What has the Church always believed? What did the Apostles teach? What does the Holy Spirit say through the Fathers?”
Today, none of that matters to the average modern Christian. They treat tradition as “dead religion,” they treat Church authority as optional, and they treat morality as a personal preference. Worst of all, they treat the Bible as a buffet. They quote “Love thy neighbor” to defend every kind of sin and insanity—from sexual immorality to outright blasphemy. Let me give you an example: if I, as a preacher, have sex with multiple women and say “Well, God said love your neighbor,”—am I quoting Scripture? Yes. Am I following it? Absolutely not.

But this is exactly how Christianity is being interpreted today.
Not to call people to repentance, but to give them permission to stay in their sin.
Not to warn, but to tolerate.
Not to guide, but to affirm.
"Love" has become the new drug—cheap, soft, and utterly godless.
This is why I wrote this book.

Because the modern Christian has lost the compass.
Because the modern Bible has been edited—books like Tobit, Sirach, 2 Maccabees, Wisdom of Solomon, and Baruch were ripped out by men who had no right to touch the sacred canon.
Because ancient Christian tradition isn’t “optional” or “cultural baggage.” It’s the living echo of the Apostles, the guiding framework for reading Scripture, and the shield that guards against heresy. Without it, we are all just making up our own religion—and calling it Christianity.
We now live in an age of universalism, where:


●  Everyone is told they’re going to Heaven.

●  Every sinner is a “work in progress.”

●  Every false teacher is “anointed.”

●  Every perversion is baptized in the name of “God is love.”

●  Anyone can be a preacher.

●  No one needs to repent.

●  And the faithful are told to “stop judging” while the wicked are promoted.


This isn’t Christianity.
It’s chaos wearing a cross necklace.
So this book is for those who are done playing nice with lies.
For those who want the full Bible, not the abridged version.
For those who want the real road to salvation, not the wide, smooth road to hell with a Jesus sticker on it.
This is not a book of suggestions.
This is not for comfortable Christians.
This is for warriors, exiles, and remnant believers who know—deep down—that something is deeply wrong with modern faith, and they want to return to the old, tested, bloody, and beautiful Christianity that the martyrs died for.
The truth is simple:
You can’t find Heaven with a broken map.
You can’t walk the narrow road without a compass.
And you can’t follow Christ while dragging the world behind you.
I wrote this book to give you the map back.
To hand you the compass.
To shake you awake before the final gate closes.
Because the road is narrow.
The judgment is real.
And eternity doesn’t care how you felt about the truth—only whether you obeyed it.
Welcome to old Christianity.
It’s going to offend you.
It’s supposed to.
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The Bible hasn’t failed the Church. The Church has failed the Bible.

Let’s start with a brutal truth: the Bible in most Christians’ hands today is edited, incomplete, and weaponized. Verses are cherry-picked, entire books have been ripped out, and words have been inserted to fit modern doctrines. “Faith alone” is a perfect example—a phrase you will not find anywhere in the original Scriptures except when James explicitly rejects it (James 2:24). But somehow, it’s become a cornerstone of modern theology. Why? Because arrogance has replaced obedience, and tradition has been traded for innovation.

Imagine this level of delusion: modern Christians act as if they invented the Bible. They strut around quoting verses they barely understand, while mocking the early Christians—the very people who preserved, copied, suffered, and died for those same Scriptures. These early believers defined Christianity while drenched in blood and fire. Yet modern pew-warmers believe they, with their podcast opinions and YouTube seminary degrees, know better.

They say tradition is man-made. But what they forget is that it was tradition that made the Bible.

Without the oral teachings of the apostles, without the discernment of the early bishops, without the preserved practices of the Church that gathered, tested, and protected the books, you wouldn’t have a Bible to begin with. The first Christians didn’t have a leather-bound KJV. They had scrolls, sermons, and sacred tradition handed down with trembling reverence.

The Septuagint, not the Masoretic Text, was the Old Testament of the early Church. It included books like Wisdom of Solomon, Sirach, Tobit, and Baruch—books modern Protestants threw out like theological trash. Early Christians didn’t separate Bible from Church. The Church was the cradle of Scripture, and the bishops were its protectors.

But when you remove that cradle, heresy becomes not just possible—it becomes popular.

When you teach people that tradition is irrelevant, every person becomes their own pope, their own council, their own final authority. That’s how heresy, which used to get you excommunicated, now gets you invited to speak at conferences. That’s how men who deny Christ’s divinity, women who pastor their own egos, and activists who rewrite morality are now hailed as “progressive Christians.”

And people wonder why theology today is a trainwreck.

They say, “The Bible is confusing.” No—it’s not. What’s confusing is trying to interpret the Bible without the tradition that gave it meaning. It’s like trying to read ancient law without knowing the culture, the court, or the constitution. People are interpreting eternal truths with Instagram captions and Google searches, instead of looking to the Church Fathers who walked in the footsteps of the apostles.

When heresy is normalized, belief fractures. You no longer get one Church—you get 40,000 denominations. You no longer get sound doctrine—you get buffet Christianity, where everyone fills their theological plate with what they like and skips what they find “too salty.” That’s why you hear people say the Bible is inconsistent—because they are inconsistent. They don’t have the compass of tradition. They don’t have the light of the Fathers. They are holding a book they can’t read properly because the lens has been shattered.

And what do you get when you hand someone a broken map and rip out the compass? A lost soul.

That’s today’s Christian. Imagine I gave you a map to heaven, but I removed some pages and took away the compass. You’d get lost. Now imagine I told you, “Figure it out yourself. Trust your heart.” That’s what modern Christianity has become—a self-guided tour through a wilderness of lies.

The old Christians didn’t make that mistake. They didn’t just read Scripture. They interpreted it with living tradition—with the help of bishops, councils, creeds, and holy culture. Scripture was not a solo act; it was a symphony of divine revelation and human stewardship.

Let’s take this even further. Let’s say I was a preacher and I told you: “I sleep with many women because God says, ‘Love thy neighbor.’” Am I technically quoting Scripture? Yes. But am I insane and heretical? Absolutely. And yet that’s no different from what’s happening today. People use “Love your neighbor” to excuse every kind of sin. Homosexuality, adultery, gender confusion, moral relativism, even the mutilation of children—all defended with the same verse, twisted to mean tolerate everything, teach nothing, rebuke no one.

They’ve made “love” into a license to sin. Not the biblical kind of love that disciplines, corrects, and lays down its life in truth—but the counterfeit love that watches people burn while whispering, “You’re fine.”

This is why I wrote this book.

Because somewhere along the way, Christianity turned into a joke. Because in an age where everyone is saved, where anyone can be a preacher, and where every sin is celebrated, we have forgotten the seriousness of the faith. We’ve turned the narrow road into a red carpet, and Hell into a metaphor.

This book is not here to be soft. It’s not here to pat you on the back while you drift into damnation.

It is here to hand you back the compass.
To restore what has been lost.
To remind the Church that the faith once delivered to the saints was not delivered with emojis, slogans, or rewrites.
It was delivered with blood.
It was preserved by martyrs.
It was interpreted by bishops who fasted, not influencers who branded.
It was lived by men who chose to be torn apart by lions rather than by lies.
If you want to be a real Christian, you have to go back.
Back to the Scripture that hasn’t been trimmed.
Back to the Church that still believed in judgment.
Back to the Fathers who gave us both the Bible and the backbone to stand on it.
Because in a world where up is down, evil is good, and sin is affirmation, only the ancient compass still points to Christ.
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Everyone Wants to Follow Jesus — Until They Have to Submit to His Church

In the age of “my truth” and “personal Jesus,” everyone wants a faith that feels private, self-curated, and fully customizable. They want a Savior without structure. A relationship without rules. A spiritual life without spiritual authority. And most of all, they want Jesus without His Church.

But that’s not Christianity. That’s heresy dressed in a hoodie.

You cannot have Christ and reject His Bride. You cannot claim to follow the Apostles while treating their successors like optional background noise. You cannot say you love truth — while spitting on the very household that guards it.

This chapter is a grenade in the hands of every spiritual lone wolf who thinks he’s too enlightened for the authority of the Church.
Because the truth is brutal and unavoidable: Christianity is not freelance. It is apostolic. It is hierarchical. It is governed.
And it always has been.



The Church Wasn’t Invented — It Was Instituted

Jesus did not leave behind a journal, a theory, or an idea.
He left behind a Church. A real, visible, structured, Spirit-filled body with people in charge, doctrines to obey, and authority that outlasted emperors and heretics.
“You are Peter, and on this rock I will build my Church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” (Matthew 16:18)

He didn’t say, “I will build a bunch of different personal interpretations.”
He didn’t say, “Everyone gets their own little revelation.”
He built one Church — founded on the teaching and leadership of the Apostles, with Christ as the Cornerstone.
You do not get to claim apostolic faith while rejecting apostolic authority.
You do not get to cherry-pick verses while ignoring the very men who wrote them, taught them, preserved them, and died for them.



Spiritual Authority Isn’t Abuse — Rebellion Is

We live in a generation that equates all authority with oppression.
And yes — many pastors, priests, bishops, and leaders have abused their office. That’s real. That’s evil. That’s judgment-worthy.
But the solution to bad shepherds isn’t no shepherds. It’s faithful ones.
God’s design doesn’t change because men fail.
You don’t get to rewrite the structure of the Church because your favorite YouTube theologian said you could just “do church at home.”
Hebrews 13:17 commands:
“Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to give an account.”
That verse doesn’t come with a modern disclaimer. It doesn’t say,
“Unless you feel hurt.”
“Unless you found a better online preacher.”
“Unless you have a Wi-Fi connection and a podcast.”
Authority is not your enemy. Your rebellion is.



Apostolic Succession Is Not Tradition — It’s Survival

From the beginning, the Church believed that the authority of the Apostles did not die with them. It was passed on, guarded, and handed down through those they ordained — bishops, elders, overseers — men held accountable to doctrine, Scripture, and the Spirit.

The early Church didn’t look like a conference of spiritual freelancers.
It looked like order.
It looked like unity.
It looked like a household with a head, a body, and boundaries.
St. Ignatius of Antioch — a disciple of the Apostle John — wrote in A.D. 110:
"Where the bishop appears, there let the people be; just as where Jesus Christ is, there is the Catholic Church."
Translation: If you're not under apostolic oversight, you’re not in the house. You’re in the wilderness — no matter how “on fire” you feel.

Apostolic succession is not about power. It’s about protection.
It’s how the Church has survived centuries of heresy, persecution, and stupidity — because real authority, rightly exercised, is a shield.
Reject that shield, and don’t be surprised when the wolves devour you.



Self-Appointed Prophets Are Just Loud Heretics

Modern Christianity is full of spiritual anarchists with a ring light and a TikTok account. They claim visions. They despise order. They speak for God but submit to no one.

Let’s be clear: there is no such thing as a self-ordained minister.
There is no such thing as an internet prophet with no accountability and no church who somehow has all the answers no one else has had for 2,000 years.
If your doctrine would have gotten you excommunicated in A.D. 200,
you're not “anointed.” You’re a heretic.
The Apostles appointed leaders for a reason. They created structure for a reason. They gave us offices, ordination, councils, commands — not suggestions.

Old Christianity didn’t run on vibes. It ran on authority — real, terrifying, God-ordained authority. And the closer the Church was to the Apostles, the stricter it was about maintaining it.



You Don’t Get to Rewrite the Blueprints

The idea that the Church is just “any group of believers” gathered in a living room with no spiritual oversight, no historical grounding, and no ordained leadership is a modern fiction.

Yes, the early Church met in homes. But those homes were under the rule of ordained elders, connected to a wider network of apostolic leadership.

The Church has structure. The Church has boundaries. The Church has visible marks:


●  Apostolic teaching


●  Right administration of the sacraments


●  Faithful discipline


●  Ordained leadership rooted in succession




If your “church” has none of these, it isn’t a church.
It’s a Bible study with a logo.



Conclusion: Christ Is the Head — But He Gave the Church a Spine

Jesus is the Head of the Church. But that doesn’t mean the rest of the body is paralyzed.

He gave the Apostles authority.
The Apostles gave it to others.
And the Church has carried that fire — through persecution, corruption, schism, reform, and collapse — all the way to us.
You don’t get to cut off the chain because you don’t like chains.
You don’t get to build your own church in your image because Christ already built one in His.
Apostolic authority is not a medieval invention. It is a divine safeguard.
If you reject it — you’re not radical. You’re in rebellion.
And rebellion, no matter how well-meaning,
never builds the Kingdom.
It just burns the bridges to it.
So bow your heart to the Church Christ founded.
And submit — not because men are perfect — but because God is wise.
Because the Church is not a suggestion.
It is His Body.
His Bride.
His voice in the world.
And it still speaks — whether you like it or not.
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​1: What is the Biblical Definition of "the Church"?
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Case Number: 01-CHURCH-DEFINITION
Date Issued: May 4, 2022
Question Submitted:
What is the biblical definition of "the Church"?



Short Answer:
The Church is not a building, brand, or bureaucracy. Biblically, the Church is the visible and invisible Body of Christ—called out, consecrated, and commissioned to be holy. It is one, apostolic, sacramental, and visible across time and space, rooted in both heaven and earth. Anything less is an invention.



Full Response and Explanation:
Modern people think of “church” as a service to attend, a livestream to watch, or a building to enter on Sundays. This is biblical illiteracy dressed in religious routine.
The early Christians never understood the Church as a vague spiritual idea, a consumer club, or an optional side dish to personal faith. According to the Scriptures and the Apostolic Fathers, the Church is the Body of Christ (Ephesians 1:22–23), established by Christ Himself, governed through the apostles and their successors, sanctified through the sacraments, and protected by the Spirit of truth.

The term used in the Greek New Testament is ekklesia, meaning “the called-out ones.” But called out from what? From sin. From the world. From false religion. And called into a visible, communal, and sacrificial life under apostolic doctrine and divine authority.

This Church is not a democracy. It is not built on popular opinion or personality cults. It is not invented by charismatics with microphones or by seminaries with diplomas. The Church is a kingdom (Matthew 16:18–19), not a startup. A Bride, not a business.

And the Church is not invisible.
That lie was born during the Protestant Reformation to justify breaking away from apostolic authority. The early Church was visible, traceable, hierarchical, and grounded in the laying on of hands (1 Timothy 4:14). Christians knew where to go, whom to ask, and what to believe. No one played the “my truth” game. It wasn’t tolerated.
The Church is the pillar and foundation of truth (1 Timothy 3:15). It is not optional. It is not invisible. It is not yours to redesign.

From the earliest centuries, the Church was united in faith, sacraments, and apostolic governance. St. Ignatius of Antioch, a disciple of John the Apostle, wrote around 110 AD, “Where the bishop is, there is the Church.” No bishop? No Church. Period.

To be in Christ is to be in His Church. And to be in His Church is to be under His ordained shepherds, partaking of His sacraments, and defending His teachings—not freelancing spiritual opinions on YouTube.



Scriptural References:


●  Ephesians 1:22–23 – “The Church... is His Body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.”

●  Matthew 16:18–19 – “On this rock I will build My Church... I give you the keys of the kingdom.”

●  Acts 2:42 – “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.”

●  1 Timothy 3:15 – “The Church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth.”

●  1 Corinthians 12:27 – “Now you are the Body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.”

●  Hebrews 13:17 – “Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls.”

●  John 17:21 – “That they may all be one... so that the world may believe that you have sent me.”

●  Romans 12:4–5 – “We are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.”





References to Christian Tradition:


●  Ignatius of Antioch, Letter to the Smyrnaeans (c. 110 AD) – “Where the bishop is, there let the people be; just as where Jesus Christ is, there is the Catholic Church.”

●  Didache (c. 70–120 AD) – Teaches on gathering together under bishops and deacons, preserving unity.

●  Clement of Rome (c. 96 AD) – Urged obedience to legitimate clergy ordained by the Apostles.

●  Irenaeus of Lyons, Against Heresies (c. 180 AD) – Declared that all true churches must align with the apostolic succession from Rome and other apostolic sees.

●  Council of Nicaea I (325 AD) – Affirmed the Church’s unity, apostolic succession, and authority under bishops.

●  Council of Constantinople I (381 AD) – Confirmed the marks of the Church as “one, holy, catholic, and apostolic.”





Conditions and Limitations:
This ruling does not imply that membership in a church building or denomination guarantees salvation. But one cannot sever themselves from the apostolic Church and claim to follow Christ. The Spirit does not breed chaos or denominational consumerism. The Church is one. Fragmentation is manmade.



Pastoral Advice:
Stop treating the Church like a gas station—somewhere you go once a week to fill your tank and disappear. The Church is a family, a battlefield, a Bride, and a Body. Teach your children to love the Church—not just attend it. Let them know her saints, her history, her martyrs, her councils, and her scars.
Beware of any “church” that refuses accountability to the past or reinvents Christianity every Sunday. That is not a church. It is a performance. Christ did not die to franchise religious events.

Find the Church that is ancient, sacramental, apostolic, and unafraid of being hated for the truth. The Church has marks. Look for them. Stop settling for marketing.



Authority Issuing Ruling:
A.A. Castor
Servant of the Historic Christian Faith
Author, Christian Biblical Advisory Opinions: Foundational Beliefs of Old Christianity
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​2: Who Holds Spiritual Authority in the Church?
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Case Number: 02-CHURCH-AUTHORITY
Date Issued: May 4, 2022
Question Submitted:
Who holds spiritual authority in the Church?



Short Answer:
Spiritual authority in the Church is held by bishops who succeed the Apostles through the laying on of hands. This authority is not self-assumed or democratically distributed—it is conferred by Christ through apostolic succession. Priests and deacons serve under this episcopal authority, and no spiritual governance exists apart from this divine structure.



Full Response and Explanation:
In the modern era, spiritual authority is treated like a hobby: pick a microphone, start a church, and proclaim yourself “called.” But in ancient Christianity—real Christianity—authority came from one place: the Apostles and those they appointed. Period.
Jesus Christ did not establish a free-for-all. He appointed the Twelve (Luke 6:13) and gave them authority to teach, to govern, and to sanctify. After His resurrection, He breathed on them and said, “As the Father has sent me, even so I send you” (John 20:21). And this divine mandate didn’t die with them—it was handed down.

That is apostolic succession: a sacred chain of spiritual governance, forged by the laying on of hands (2 Timothy 1:6), and recognized by the Church as the only legitimate transmission of pastoral authority.

The bishops are not “elders” in the modern egalitarian sense. They are overseers (episkopoi) entrusted with the doctrine, discipline, and sacramental life of the Church. The early Christians obeyed them, not because they were popular or charismatic, but because they were successors of the Apostles (Acts 14:23, Titus 1:5).

The priests (presbyteroi) serve under the bishop, sharing in sacramental duties, preaching, and spiritual care. Deacons assist in works of charity and service, but they do not govern the Church.

No one has spiritual authority unless it flows from this structure.
The Church is not ruled by freelancers, prophets-for-hire, or “Bible-only” rebels with a livestream. If you can't trace your ordination back to the Apostles, you have no spiritual authority—only noise.
This wasn’t optional. The early Church fought, bled, and died to preserve this structure. Ignatius of Antioch, facing martyrdom in 110 AD, thundered, “Do nothing without the bishop!” Clement of Rome reminded the Corinthian church that rebellion against ordained leaders was rebellion against God.

To reject spiritual authority is not humility. It is insubordination dressed in piety.



Scriptural References:


●  Matthew 16:18–19 – “You are Peter, and on this rock I will build my Church... I give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven.”

●  Luke 10:16 – “He who hears you hears Me; he who rejects you rejects Me.”

●  John 20:21–23 – “As the Father has sent Me, I also send you... receive the Holy Spirit.”

●  Acts 1:20–26 – Apostolic succession is preserved by the appointment of Matthias to replace Judas.

●  Acts 14:23 – “They appointed elders in every church.”

●  1 Timothy 3:1–7 – Qualifications for bishops: not anyone can lead.

●  Titus 1:5 – “Appoint elders in every town, as I directed you.”

●  2 Timothy 1:6 – “Fan into flame the gift of God... through the laying on of my hands.”

●  Hebrews 13:17 – “Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls.”





References to Christian Tradition:


●  Ignatius of Antioch, Letter to the Smyrnaeans (c. 110 AD) – “Where the bishop is, there is the Church.”

●  Clement of Rome (c. 96 AD), First Epistle to the Corinthians – Rebukes rebellion against ordained presbyters.

●  Didache (c. 70–120 AD) – Exhorts Christians to honor and submit to appointed bishops and deacons.

●  Irenaeus of Lyons, Against Heresies (c. 180 AD) – Declares apostolic succession as the guardrail of true doctrine.

●  Tertullian, Prescription Against Heretics (c. 200 AD) – Argues that only churches with apostolic succession can claim authority.

●  Council of Nicaea I (325 AD) – Reaffirmed episcopal structure, apostolic succession, and governance of the Church by bishops.

●  Council of Constantinople I (381 AD) – Reaffirmed the authority of metropolitan bishops and the episcopate.





Conditions and Limitations:
This ruling condemns all spiritual self-appointment. No man may assume the role of spiritual leader apart from ordination in apostolic succession. Charisma is not a substitute for consecration. Knowledge of Scripture does not override divine structure.



Pastoral Advice:
Teach your family that true spiritual authority doesn’t come from YouTube, but from apostolic lineage. Let them know that Christian obedience includes submission to legitimate shepherds—not personal prophets with merch stores.
If your “church” has no bishop and no ordination lineage—leave it. You are not in the Church. You are in a spiritual experiment with no brakes.

We need holy bishops, not popular influencers. And we need faithful laity who refuse to follow spiritual orphans with microphones. Find the Church with marks: one, holy, catholic, and apostolic.



Authority Issuing Ruling:
A.A. Castor
Servant of the Historic Christian Faith
Author, Christian Biblical Advisory Opinions: Foundational Beliefs of Old Christianity
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​3: Is Apostolic Succession Necessary for Valid Ministry?

[image: ]


Case Number: 03-APOSTOLIC-SUCCESSION
Date Issued: May 4, 2022
Question Submitted:
Is apostolic succession necessary for valid ministry?



Short Answer:
Yes. Without apostolic succession, there is no valid ministry—only spiritual pretense. Ministry is not self-assigned or crowd-approved; it is divinely transmitted through the laying on of hands by those who themselves were consecrated in the apostolic line. Any ministry severed from this chain is unauthorized, invalid, and outside the historic Church.



Full Response and Explanation:
In the early Church, no man could get up and decide, “Today, I’m a pastor.” That modern insanity—where men with Wi-Fi, charisma, and no ordination presume authority—would’ve been condemned as heretical ambition in the second century.
The ministry of the Church is not a hobby, not a hustle, not a personal calling interpreted through private feelings. It is a holy office—transmitted, guarded, and entrusted only through apostolic succession. If your “ministry” skips this, it’s not a ministry. It’s a religious startup.

The Apostles were not replaceable influencers. They were chosen by Christ, empowered by the Spirit, and sent with divine authority (John 20:21–23). And when Judas fell, they replaced him—not by vote or popularity—but by divine appointment (Acts 1:20–26). This was succession: the continuation of apostolic authority in the Church.

St. Paul laid hands on Timothy (2 Timothy 1:6), instructing him to do likewise (1 Timothy 5:22). This was not symbolism. This was ordination. Power and authority were passed on—not as a courtesy—but as a command. The early Church Fathers treated this chain of succession as the lifeline of doctrinal integrity. Break the chain, and you break the Church.

No apostolic succession = no sacraments, no priesthood, no Church.
You can preach Christ all day—but without valid ordination in the apostolic line, it’s performance, not priesthood.
The early Church denounced all ministries outside the succession. No bishop? No priest. No bishop? No Eucharist. No bishop? No Church. This wasn’t optional. It was foundational.

Irenaeus of Lyons, facing Gnostic chaos in the 2nd century, didn’t say, “Well, let’s just agree to disagree.” He pointed to Rome. Why? Because apostolic succession preserved truth. The bishops were not inventing doctrine—they were guarding what they received.

Today, many people worship emotion over ordination. They say, “But my pastor is so sincere.” Sincerity without authority is still rebellion. Lucifer was sincere too.



Scriptural References:


●  Acts 1:20–26 – The Apostles replace Judas by choosing Matthias, showing that apostolic offices are transferable.

●  2 Timothy 1:6 – “Fan into flame the gift of God... through the laying on of my hands.”

●  1 Timothy 4:14 – “Do not neglect your gift, which was given you... when the body of elders laid their hands on you.”

●  1 Timothy 5:22 – “Do not be hasty in the laying on of hands.”

●  Titus 1:5 – Paul instructs Titus to “appoint elders in every town.”

●  Luke 10:16 – “He who hears you hears Me; he who rejects you rejects Me.”

●  Matthew 28:19–20 – “Go therefore and make disciples... teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.”

●  Hebrews 5:4 – “And no one takes this honor for himself, but only when called by God, just as Aaron was.”





References to Christian Tradition:


●  Irenaeus of Lyons, Against Heresies (c. 180 AD) – Emphasizes the importance of apostolic succession and the authority of bishops in preserving true doctrine.

●  Clement of Rome (c. 96 AD), First Epistle to the Corinthians – Defends the authority of those legitimately appointed by the Apostles.

●  Ignatius of Antioch, Letter to the Trallians (c. 110 AD) – “Without the bishop, do nothing.”

●  Tertullian, Prescription Against Heretics (c. 200 AD) – Argues that heretics cannot claim truth unless they can show continuity with the Apostles.

●  Origen, On First Principles (c. 220 AD) – Stresses the necessity of receiving doctrine from those in the succession.

●  Council of Nicaea I (325 AD) – Affirmed the authority of bishops and apostolic succession in maintaining unity and orthodoxy.

●  Council of Antioch (341 AD) – Declared that ordination apart from the bishopric was invalid.

●  Council of Constantinople I (381 AD) – Reaffirmed hierarchical authority grounded in apostolic succession.





Conditions and Limitations:
This ruling applies universally: no man, regardless of knowledge, popularity, or zeal, can legitimately claim ministerial authority unless ordained within apostolic succession. Self-ordination is invalid. Emotional conviction is not authorization.



Pastoral Advice:
Teach your children that spiritual authority cannot be invented. Let them know that anyone can open a Bible—but not everyone is called to consecrate the Eucharist, proclaim doctrine, or shepherd souls. That authority must be received—not assumed.
Beware of ministries that claim divine power but cannot show apostolic roots. A tree without roots may bear leaves—but never fruit.

Reject romanticized rebellion. The Holy Spirit does not anoint chaos. If your minister was not ordained by a bishop in apostolic succession, he is no shepherd. He is a motivational speaker with a Bible.

Find the Church that still guards the chain. Every counterfeit breaks at the link.



Authority Issuing Ruling:
A.A. Castor
Servant of the Historic Christian Faith
Author, Christian Biblical Advisory Opinions: Foundational Beliefs of Old Christianity
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​4: Did Jesus Establish a Visible Institutional Church?
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Case Number: 04-INSTITUTIONAL-CHURCH
Date Issued: May 4, 2022
Question Submitted:
Did Jesus establish a visible institutional Church?



Short Answer:
Yes. Jesus Christ established a visible, institutional, and authoritative Church—not a vague spiritual community or invisible brotherhood. This Church was founded on the Apostles, ordered through hierarchy, governed by successors, and marked by unity, sacraments, and submission to truth.



Full Response and Explanation:
Jesus did not come to launch a philosophy club. He didn’t die to form a social movement or an invisible network of believers interpreting the Bible however they want. He founded a Church—one, visible, apostolic, hierarchical, and sacramental.
The modern myth of an “invisible church” was invented centuries later to justify rebellion against that visible authority. But in the years 200 to 381 AD, no one who called themselves Christian believed in a vague, unseen church defined by individual opinion. That idea would’ve been laughed at, then excommunicated.

Christ said, “On this rock I will build My Church” (Matthew 16:18). That’s singular, concrete, and possessive. Not “churches.” Not “movements.” Not “spiritual fellowships.” A Church. It had leaders, doctrine, discipline, sacraments, councils, and structure.

Jesus gave Peter the keys (Matthew 16:19), empowered the Twelve to forgive sins (John 20:22–23), and commissioned them to teach and baptize the nations (Matthew 28:19–20). That’s institution, not abstraction.

By the year 200 AD, the Church had bishops in every major city, a unified liturgy, a canon of Scripture forming, creeds developing, and councils correcting heresy. That doesn’t happen in an invisible spiritual network—it happens in an institution.

A visible Church is not optional—it’s the very body of Christ made manifest.
It is not up to individual interpretation or emotional sincerity. Without visibility, there's no unity. Without hierarchy, no order. Without sacraments, no sanctification.
The Apostolic Fathers—men who were taught by the Apostles themselves—repeatedly affirmed this truth. Ignatius of Antioch warned believers to avoid any group without a bishop. Irenaeus said that all churches must align with Rome, not because of politics, but because Rome was the apostolic see of Peter and Paul. Visibility was not just assumed—it was the very proof of legitimacy.

A disembodied faith is not Christianity. It’s Gnosticism rebranded.



Scriptural References:


●  Matthew 16:18–19 – “You are Peter, and on this rock I will build My Church... I give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven.”

●  Matthew 18:17 – “Tell it to the Church; and if he refuses to listen... let him be to you as a Gentile.”

●  John 20:21–23 – “As the Father has sent Me, I also send you... if you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven.”

●  Luke 10:16 – “He who hears you hears Me; he who rejects you rejects Me.”

●  Acts 2:42–47 – “They devoted themselves to the Apostles’ teaching... and the Lord added to their number daily.”

●  Acts 15:6–29 – The Council at Jerusalem settles a doctrinal issue for the whole Church.

●  1 Timothy 3:15 – “The Church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth.”

●  Ephesians 4:11–14 – “He gave apostles, prophets, evangelists, shepherds, and teachers... until we attain to the unity of the faith.”





References to Christian Tradition:


●  Ignatius of Antioch, Letter to the Smyrnaeans (c. 110 AD) – “Wherever the bishop appears, there let the people be; just as wherever Jesus Christ is, there is the Catholic Church.”

●  Clement of Rome, 1 Clement (c. 96 AD) – Appeals to apostolic succession and ecclesial order to resolve division in Corinth.

●  The Didache (c. 70–120 AD) – Prescribes liturgical form, Eucharistic prayers, and submission to Church leaders.

●  Irenaeus of Lyons, Against Heresies (c. 180 AD) – “It is necessary that every Church should agree with this Church [Rome]... on account of its preeminent authority.”

●  Tertullian, Prescription Against Heretics (c. 200 AD) – Argues that heretics lack legitimate claim because they are disconnected from the institutional Church.

●  Council of Nicaea I (325 AD) – Affirms the unity of the visible Church and the role of bishops in preserving doctrine.

●  Council of Constantinople I (381 AD) – Confirms the visible, institutional nature of the Church and its sacramental authority.





Conditions and Limitations:
This ruling affirms the institutional Church as visible, historical, and authoritative. It does not guarantee the personal holiness of all leaders, nor does it suggest that visibility alone equals orthodoxy. A false church can be visible, but a true church cannot be invisible.



Pastoral Advice:
Stop pretending that a livestream, a Bible study, or a charismatic speaker is a substitute for the Church Christ built. Teach your children to seek the visible Church: the one with bishops, sacraments, apostolic faith, and a bloody, documented history of martyrdom and councils—not branding and vibes.
If your faith is private and your church invisible, so is your salvation.

The early Christians died for the visible Church. They didn’t get fed to lions for abstract spiritual concepts. They bled for bishops, Eucharist, unity, and truth.

Don’t trade the Bride of Christ for a spiritual girlfriend with no name, no altar, and no authority.



Authority Issuing Ruling:
A.A. Castor
Servant of the Historic Christian Faith
Author, Christian Biblical Advisory Opinions: Foundational Beliefs of Old Christianity
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​5: Can Anyone Self-Appoint as a Pastor or Teacher?
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Case Number: 05-SELF-APPOINTMENT
Date Issued: May 4, 2022
Question Submitted:
Can anyone self-appoint as a pastor or teacher?



Short Answer:
Absolutely not. In the early Church, no one took spiritual office without being appointed, examined, and ordained by those in apostolic succession. Self-appointment is rebellion, not reformation—it is illegitimate, unbiblical, and condemned by both Scripture and the undivided Church.



Full Response and Explanation:
The early Church did not tolerate spiritual entrepreneurs. No man simply decided to “plant a church” after feeling inspired. No one opened a scroll, quoted Isaiah, and called himself “Pastor Elijah Fire Ministries, Founder and Senior Vision Caster.” That’s modern delusion—not biblical ordination.
The question “Can anyone appoint himself as pastor or teacher?” would have been laughed out of the second-century synod. The answer is not just “no”—it’s “how dare you.”

Authority in the Church is never self-derived. Christ called the Twelve. He commissioned them, not the crowd. He didn’t ask for volunteers; He laid hands. That authority did not end with them—it continued through the laying on of hands, forming an unbroken line of bishops, priests, and deacons (Acts 13:2–3; 2 Timothy 1:6; Titus 1:5).

Every true pastor or teacher in the early Church had one thing in common: they were sent. Sent by bishops. Sent through ordination. Sent within the Church. No one just showed up with a sermon and a slogan.

To bypass ordination is to bypass Christ’s order. It is spiritual anarchy.
The early Church Fathers condemned this repeatedly. Tertullian mocked
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