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Canadian military and political historians, since the era of Colonel Charles Perry Stacey, have largely accepted that Canada was largely excluded from the formulation of Allied strategy during the Second World War. Despite Canadian contributions such as the Commonwealth Air Training Program and the provision of huge amounts of war materiel and men, Canada remained associated with countries such as Australia, New Zealand, and India, secondary powers who were excluded from the most important of wartime decisions. The status of Canadian Prime Minister Mackenzie King exemplified Canada's status as a second-rate power during the Second World War. King did not attend the great conferences of Casablanca, Teheran, and Yalta. The first time American President Franklin Roosevelt and Winston Churchill met in 1941, off the coast of Newfoundland, King was not invited to attend. 1 Quebec was the site of two wartime conferences, and the Canadian Prime Minister. However, the official host of both summits did not attend the strategy sessions because attendance was reserved solely for the British and American military leaders. King seemed content with the many opportunities to have his picture taken with British Prime Minister Winston Churchill and Roosevelt.

One theory, the North Atlantic Triangle, the idea that Canada's role was to bring the United States and Great Britain together, was very much cherished by King himself. The North Atlantic Triangle was a concept discussed among Canadian foreign policy experts in the twentieth century. Historians argued that by bringing the United States and Britain closer together diplomatically, Canada's national security would be increased. Whether this transformation in geopolitics ever occurred is questionable. Certainly, Canada drew closer to the United States because it could no longer rely on British protection. Analyzing Canada's choices in the Second World War, Brebner asserted that Canada's loyalties were conflicted between Britain and the United States, in the years leading up to the outbreak of war. These conflicts were largely put to rest in 1940, when Canada and the United States signed the Ogdensburg Agreement on North American security. And while the main consequence of Ogdensburg was to draw Canada closer into the United States' orbit, King recognized that Canada could only help Britain if it was under American protection.

The North Atlantic Triangle, though a long-lasting concept in studies of Canadian foreign affairs, was beginning to lose significance by the time the Second World War was progressing. King certainly cherished the notion, despite growing evidence that the concept was based on fanciful thinking. As soon as the war began, it was clear that the United States and Britain did not need Canada's help to come together to defeat Hitler. Churchill and Roosevelt initiated their own correspondence and arranged many summits throughout the war, without any intervention from Canada. King may have seen himself as taking on the historical role of intermediary. Still, key events did not involve the Canadian Prime Minister taking on a major part as the Anglo-American mediator. 

Only once during the war did King attempt this role, and historians agree it was an utter failure. In the spring of 1940, Churchill was urging Roosevelt for further assistance to ward off a German invasion of the British Isles. In particular, he asked for 50 outdated American destroyers. Around this time, Roosevelt approached King and asked him to enquire with Churchill about the fate of the British Fleet if the Germans invaded Britain. Roosevelt wanted a guarantee that in the event of defeat, Britain would send their navy overseas for later Allied use. 

In August of 1940, Roosevelt invited King to Ogdensburg, New York. There, the two men signed an agreement creating the Permanent Joint Board of Defense, intended to coordinate Canadian and American plans for the military protection of the Western Hemisphere.54 In essence, Roosevelt had achieved a level of integration between the defence of the United States and Canada. He ensured he would have significant influence over his northern neighbour's military preparations. In many ways, the Permanent Joint Board of Defense rendered Roosevelt's need for King as a key backchannel to monitor Canadian security matters moot. Through the agreement of Ogdensburg, Roosevelt was able to achieve significant American oversight over Canadian defence measures. This would be a much more direct influence on Canada's defence planning than conversations with King. Yet, despite the United States now being able to exert some influence on Canadian defence affairs, Roosevelt continued to set aside time to meet with King throughout the war, until King died in 1945.

A significant number of historians seem to agree that Roosevelt established a noteworthy
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