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Introduction

 

 

Father, we thank you in the name of Jesus for your armor and we put on your armor: truth, righteousness, the gospel of peace, faith, salvation and the sword of your Spirit.

 

Father, we thank you in the name of Jesus that you send forth your Spirit of Truth to guide us into all the truth. We ask that you send your Spirit of Truth to guide us into all the truth and show us things to come. Fill us with the knowledge of your will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding so we live a life worthy of you, fully pleasing to you, and bearing fruit in every good work.

 

God has freely given us the Spirit of Truth to guide us – to shepherd us – into all the truth. The prayer for the teaching in this book is to impart the truth of the guiding into truth work of the Holy Spirit in words and ways taught by the Spirit.

 

How do we know what is true and what is false?

 

	What process do we use?



	What resources do we use?



	How often do we decide what is true and what is false?



	What are the consequences of our decisions?





 

 

Jesus Asked The Father to Send Us a Helper

 

Jesus asked The Father to send us a Helper.

 

If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, ... even the Spirit of truth. (John 14:15-17)

 

 

The Primary Work of The Helper Is To Guide Us Into All the Truth

 

Jesus must have had a reason: he must have had something for The Helper to do. He did. He sent The Helper to guide and lead us into all the truth. 

 

When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, ... and he will declare to you the things that are to come. (John 16:13)

 

Jesus must have perceived that we needed the Spirit of Truth to guide us into all the truth.

 

Those who are well have no need of a physician. (Matthew 9:12, Mark 2:17, Luke 5:31)

 

The scripture does not record Jesus asking The Father to give us any other help comparable to the help of The Helper. This implies that Jesus perceived that our greatest need was for a guide into truth.

 

 

We Need a Guide Into Truth

 

As a people who are deficient, or impaired, in perceiving truth, we are deficient in perceiving our deficiency. We do not perceive the degree, or scope, of our deficiency and the magnitude of the impact this has on our lives and the lives of those around us. We also do not perceive the help the Spirit of Truth gives us, how he guides us, and how to receive more help from him.

 

[image: ]


We may be completely unaware of our need for help perceiving the truth.

 

 

The Teaching in The Guiding Into Truth Work of the Holy Spirit

 

Fortunately, the Spirit of Truth intercedes on our behalf. One of the ways he guides us is through the teaching of teachers. Teachers are just as deficient in perceiving truth as those being taught. Teachers pray and ask God to send the Spirit of Truth to guide and lead them into the truth of the teaching: to make the words taught be those the Spirit teaches. 

 

Those being taught pray and ask God to send the Spirit of Truth to guide them in the truth of the words they are hearing and works they may see.

 

The prayer behind all of the material and preparation for The Guiding Into Truth Work of the Holy Spirit is that it teaches the guiding into truth work of the Holy Spirit in words the Spirit teaches and demonstrates the guiding work of the Spirit.

 

Specifically, The Guiding Into Truth Work of the Holy Spirit will seek to demonstrate:

 

That guiding into truth is a work of the Holy Spirit

How the Holy Spirit guides us into truth

What truth is

Why truth is important

Our need for a guide into truth

Hearing the Holy Spirit guide us into truth

Aligning our lives with truth

 


1: Spirit of Truth

     

 

 

Spirit of Truth is the Holy Spirit

 

John records four instances where Jesus speaks of sending us a Helper. Three times Jesus called the Helper the Spirit of Truth. One time Jesus called the Helper the Holy Spirit. 

 

If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, even the Spirit of truth... (John 14:16-17) 

 

The Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. (John 14:26) 

 

When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me. (John 15:26) 

 

Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment ... When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth... (John 16:7-8, 13) 

 

By referring to the Helper as both the Holy Spirit and the Spirit of Truth, Jesus tells us that the Spirit of Truth is the Holy Spirit. Doing this also emphasizes the work of the Holy Spirit to help us in perceiving truth and aligning our lives with it.

 

For the most part, this book will follow Jesus' example and refer to the Helper as the Spirit of Truth, or the Spirit.

 

 

Work

 

Along with telling us that he is going to send the Spirit of Truth to help us, Jesus gives us some detail regarding the work that the Spirit will do.

 

Teach you all things

 

The Spirit of Truth will teach us all things. 

The Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things. (John 14:26) 

 

Teaching us – imparting a perception of truth to us – is an important part of the guiding into truth work of the Spirit.

 

Bring to your remembrance

 

The Spirit of Truth will bring all things Jesus has said to us to our remembrance.

The Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.  (John 14:26) 

 

Much of our perception of truth is remembering truth previously seen or heard. Reminding us of truth we have perceived is an important part of the work of the Spirit does to guide us into truth

 

Bear witness about Jesus

 

The Spirit of Truth will bear witness – testify – about Jesus.

he will bear witness about me. (John 15:26) 

 

Testifying regarding truth witnessed is another part of guiding into truth.

 

Guide you into all the truth

 

The Spirit of Truth will guide us into all the truth.

he will guide you into all the truth (John 16:13) 

 

Declare things that are to come

 

He will show us things to come.

he will declare to you the things that are to come. (John 16:13) 

 

The Spirit of Truth will guide us into the truth of things that will be in the future.

 

Convict concerning sin, righteousness, judgment

 

The Spirit of Truth will convict the world concerning sin, righteousness, and judgment.

he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment (John 16:8) 

 

Convicting – convince with solid, compelling evidence of truth1

 – is still another part of guiding into truth.

 

Glorify Jesus

 

The Spirit of Truth will glorify Jesus.

He will glorify me. (John 16:14)

 

The more we perceive the truth, the more we perceive the glory of what Jesus has done, is doing, and will do on our behalf.

 

Show us things that are Jesus'

 

He will show us things of Jesus.

he will take what is mine and declare it to you. (John 16:14)

 

The more we perceive the priceless riches Jesus has and freely shares with us, the more he is glorified.

 

 

Empowering (1 Corinthians 12:4-7, 11)

 

The Word of God tells us what the Spirit of Truth will do. It is helpful to know how the Spirit will do this: to know what means and resources he will use.

It (salvation through Jesus Christ) was declared at first by the Lord, and it was attested to us by those who heard, while God also bore witness by signs and wonders and various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will. (Hebrews 2:3-4) 

 

One of the key ways, or means, the Spirit of Truth uses to guide us into truth is by empowering believers. Empowered believers are God's witnesses as he testifies through them by means of the demonstration of the Spirit and power in their lives. That demonstration is part of their testimony.

 

You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth. (Acts 1:8)

 

God does this so our trust will rest in his power and not in man's words. Through the demonstration of his Spirit and power, God guides us to a greater and more certain perception of truth than is available through other means.

 

My (Paul's) speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God. (1 Corinthians 2:4-5)

 

The Spirit of Truth may guide us into truth through words he teaches us or through words he teaches others. He may guide us into truth by the manifestation of his power in our lives or in others. The words the Spirit teaches and the manifestations he demonstrates by empowering us glorify Jesus, are for the common good, and are apportioned as he wills.

 

A quick look at the various ways God empowers us should be helpful as we seek to gracefully follow the guiding of the Spirit.

 

 

Gifts (1 Corinthians 12:8-10)

 

1 Corinthians 12:8-10 lists 9 different manifestations, or gifts, of the Spirit. 

 

The gifts of faith, gifts of healing, and miracles produce results that glorify Jesus, meet the needs of those receiving the benefits of those gifts, and tend to confirm truth revealed by words. They are God's testimony that the words are true and work to cause the faith of those involved to be built on the power of God. (See Acts 3:1-13)

 

The word of wisdom and word of knowledge are gifts where one hears truth spoken directly by the Spirit of Truth.

 

Prophecy, speaking in tongues, and interpretation of tongues are gifts where the Spirit speaks through a person. These gifts work as signs that confirm truth revealed by words and may also work with the gifts of the word of wisdom and word of knowledge to reveal truth.

 

Discerning of spirits reveals truth regarding the presence and work of spirits.

 

 

Other Gifts

 

Scripture indicates several other manifestations, or gifts, used by the Spirit to guide us into truth. In Acts 2:17 Peter quotes the prophecy of Joel which tells us that the Spirit works by means of visions and dreams.

 

In the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams; (Acts 2:17) 

 

Like speaking in tongues, seeing visions and dreaming dreams is incomplete without interpretation. Interpretation may not necessarily be given to the one seeing the vision or dreaming the dream. Joseph and Daniel are two examples of people the Spirit empowered to interpret visions and dreams.

 

Jesus tells us that casting out evil spirits is done by the Spirit.

 

If it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. (Matthew 12:28)

 

Giving the Spirit through laying on of hands is another empowering of the Spirit and is demonstrated in Acts 8:14-20. Peter called the power to lay on hands and give the Spirit a “gift of God.”

 

Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent to them Peter and John, who came down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit, for he had not yet fallen on any of them, but they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then they laid their hands on them and they received the Holy Spirit. Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was given through the laying on of the apostles hands, he offered them money, saying, "Give me this power also, so that anyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit." But Peter said to him, "May your silver perish with you, because you thought you could obtain the gift of God with money!” (Acts 8:14-20) 

 

 

Demonstrations of the Spirit

 

Acts 8:5-23

 

Philip went down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed to them the Christ. And the crowds with one accord paid attention to what was being said by Philip when they heard him and saw the























































Services and Workings (1 Corinthians 12:28, Romans 12:6-8, Ephesians 4:11)













Fruit (Galatians 5:22-23)







Does His Work Through
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