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[image: Pat Craig holding a baby tiger who appears to be asleep in his arms]

 


For Pat Craig and Kent Drotar, the staff and volunteers of the Wild Animal Sanctuary, the 3,900 tigers left in the wild, and the 15,000 tigers still living in cages in the United States.




Hope & Haven:
Animal Sanctuaries

A sanctuary is a place where living beings are kept safe from harm and are free to be themselves.

Humans have created animal sanctuaries—protected places for injured, orphaned, or threatened animals. In many sanctuaries, people prepare animals for their return to the wild. If that’s not an option, the animals spend the rest of their lives protected, in as natural a habitat as possible.

 


[image: A human hand in comparison to a tiger paw looks small.]

At sanctuaries, humans lend a helping hand.






[image: The Wild Animal Sanctuary in Colorado with a view of the Rocky Mountains in the background, attached to a map of Colorado pointing out the locations of Colorado Springs in eastern part of the state and Denver and Keenseburg in the Northeast part of the state.]

The Wild Animal Sanctuary is in the High Plains of Colorado. You can see the Rocky Mountains.





Animal sanctuaries exist for different reasons. Like most sanctuary animals, the five hundred animals at the Wild Animal Sanctuary (WAS) in Colorado are there because of problems humans have created. There are only about 3,900 tigers left in the wild, but there are about fifteen thousand tigers living in cages in the United States—in zoos, in circuses, and in homes, as pets. It’s not a good way for any animal to live, but some get rescued and brought to WAS, the oldest sanctuary of its kind in the world.

Since 1980, WAS has rescued and cared for lions, tigers, bears, leopards, jaguars, mountain lions, and some smaller carnivores such as wolves, servals, bobcats, lynx, foxes, coyotes, and coatimundi. There have also been alpacas and horses, a few emus, several ostriches, one porcupine, one raccoon, and one camel. (You’ll also see hundreds of prairie dogs poking their heads up from their burrows, but they haven’t been rescued—they just live there!)

The people who run sanctuaries are serious about their work, but they wish they didn’t have to do it in the first place. They wish there were no need for animal sanctuaries and that the world was safer for animals. They teach people about the animals’ situations and encourage them to help.

There can be plenty of heartbreak in any sanctuary’s story, but there are also lots of happy endings. The more you know about why sanctuaries are important and what people can do to help, the better off all animals everywhere will be.



Sanctuary Steps

Each sanctuary is different, but they all do some or all of the following things, in the order below. WAS handles all four phases:


	Rescue: Humans step in, remove animals from harm, and bring them to safety. Rescue situations are usually emergencies.


	Recovery: Licensed wildlife caregivers treat the animals for injuries or illnesses, create a recovery plan, and let them rest and heal.


	Rehabilitation: The caregivers encourage the animals’ natural instincts. Some “wild” behaviors have to be taught, while some animals simply know what to do. Sometimes the animals must learn by watching one another.


	Release: Caregivers help animals live in their natural habitats (or as similiar to that as possible) the way they were meant to.
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  Well, It’s About Time!


Wow. It’s 3:30 in the morning and thirty-nine of you have just arrived at the Wild Animal Sanctuary (WAS). Now there are eighty-eight of us living here . . . on 789 acres of rolling grasslands.

Welcome, new tigers. I’m Kamal. I’m a mellow fellow.

We’ve never had such a large group of tigers come here at one time. I could hear your huge trailer trucks bumping and clanging through the half-frozen dirt roads of our habitat, your cages loaded carefully inside. You had been traveling for twelve hours straight, with your rescuers taking turns at the wheel, and giving you food and water along the way.

 


[image: A tiger staring directly into the camera]

My name Kamal means “perfection,” “beauty,” and “excellence” in Arabic. In Hindi, it means “pale red.”




 

I bet it got warm in those trailers, but soon you’ll experience December on the High Plains of Colorado, and out here, it’s absolutely freezing. When the sun comes up you’ll see the Rocky Mountains in the distance. Their snow-capped tops are pointy, and in certain light the rock looks a little purple. Since all of us tigers descend from frigid, rocky Siberia, Colorado is a very nice place to be.

You couldn’t tell from your cages at the back of the trailer, but the humans driving these trucks are so tired that their whole bodies ache. At their feet were a dozen empty Styrofoam coffee cups. They’d bought drinks quickly at truck stops, because they drove straight through to get you here as fast as they could. They didn’t want you to be in your rescue cages any longer than you had to be—you’d been in cages for long enough!

Your trailers were banging along on roads that go right along the fence of my habitat, so I could walk along the edge and follow you as you moved by. Some staff vehicles, like the food and supply trucks, go along this road all day, so my two habitat-mates, Simon and Sophie, and I are called “the driveway tigers.”

The animals all know when the forty-foot (12-meter) rescue trailer trucks arrive. Every time. The humans are always surprised and amused by our reactions. We’re like a welcoming committee—we rush to the fences at the edge of our habitats and celebrate in our own ways. We tigers come to the fence and put our front paws up and stare. The lions roar and bellow; the ground vibrates. Wolves howl ah-ooo: their welcome song. The lynx pace and meow loudly, and the foxes jump around silently. If the bears aren’t hibernating (which they are right now), they stand up on their hind legs. Leopards flick their tails and stand up like us, paws on fences.

And the humans high-five and hug. They congratulate one another because they’ve pulled off quite a feat, getting you to safety. First they’ll get you settled and comfortable, keeping you in new cages where you can move around and calm down; then they’ll go take well-deserved naps as a fresh team takes over.
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Rescue

Time for a Change

 



[image: A baby tiger lying on a rug indoors looks straight at the camera]
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  This Tiger’s Tale


You came from a terrible and terrifying place, I know. Otherwise you wouldn’t be here. After each rescue, the humans often have nightmares about the places from which they freed more animals. But very soon—perhaps right away, but probably within a few weeks—you’ll see that this place is the opposite of where you’ve been, and hopefully you’ll forget the worst of your old life.

I’ve forgotten most of my early days, but I remember that I’d been living in a dog crate with a man in his car. The man didn’t have a permanent home. My buddy, Diesel, also lived in a crate in that car. The man must have really needed money, because he let tourists pay to take pictures with us and cuddle us. We hated it. We were also getting bigger and more dangerous, so he’d give us drugs to keep us sleepy and relatively harmless. It was too bad he didn’t have a real home and maybe a little housecat, because he sure wasn’t thinking of what was best for wild animals.

Someone finally told the police about us. The police called the local Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA), who had heard about Pat Craig and his sanctuary.


The SPCA called the sanctuary to see if they could take us, and Pat said yes. He and his teenage son, Casey, drove eighteen hours in their little truck to come pick



My Friend Pat Craig
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[image: Pat lets a group of tigers in a door through a wired fence]
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Kamal’s Baby Book

 



[image: A profile view of Kamal as a young tiger]

 




[image: A front facing view of Kamal as a young tiger]


 



[image: Several adorable pictures of Kamal as a young tiger, one resting in someone's arms, one licking himself, and another front-facing view of him looking directly at the camera]


 



[image: A picture of Kamal as a young tiger sticking his tongue out and looking forward while lying on a rug, a profile view of him on a couch indoors, and a side view of him walking around on rocks outside.]

 


[image: A picture of Kamal as an older tiger hiding in long grass, then two pictures of other baby tigers, Timmy and Simon. Timmy is resting in someone's arms and Simon is sleeping face up on a couch.]











Good Buddies
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