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Generally, you will find there is an opinion in the church that there are several differences between Old Testament and New Testament prophets. The truth is, there isn’t any real difference, despite the popular opinion. We have created the differences because we have watered down the prophetic to become a platform for messages that soothe the soul and scratch the itching ears. The prophetic has sadly become devalued to the point it has lost its lustre and strength.

Oh yes, the Old Testament prophets operated most of the time under the Law of Moses and the New Testament under the New Covenant, but if one understands the prophetic, then you know the function and the purpose has never changed. As with so many other things in the church, we are the ones who are changing things to suit us. The God of the Old Testament is the same as the New Testament, so why would the function and the purpose of the prophetic change? The environment in which they function may differ, but they still perform the same duty: to declare the uncompromising truth of God.

1 Thessalonians 5:19-22 says, “All prophecies must be tested by the standard of Scripture. ‘Do not put out the Spirit’s fire; do not treat prophecies with contempt. Test everything. Hold on to the good. Avoid every kind of evil.’ As in the ancient days, prophecies when they come from God must never be mocked, devalued or diminished in weight. Prophetic word has always been tested, whether it be by God or the New Covenant church, for God’s Word is supreme and He shall not be mocked by liars and deceivers.

It is said that in the Old Testament, prophets were God's only mouthpiece, delivering God's word to the people. The argument is that in the New Testament, believers have a direct relationship with God and no longer rely on the prophets as the sole means of hearing God's voice. True, but then we miss the entire role of the prophet. The prophet is primarily established to speak to the Body of Christ corporately, and corporately by God’s insight, wisdom, and strength to provide guidance and direction. Many times, this includes correction and warnings.

And also, how many in the Body of Christ do hear God, even though we all can? How many submit to the Lord’s Spirit, and follow His wisdom and guidance? The existence of the prophetic of today has nothing to do with hearing from God or not. It has to do with the mantle that is upon a prophet, which is to declare God’s truth, will, and ways and to bring correction and order.

It is said that OT prophets had the singular role of bringing God’s word - instruction, warnings, prophecies, and so on - directly to His people. It is argued that NT believers have a relationship with God and can hear Him speaking to them personally. There is, therefore, no longer a reliance upon the words of the prophets as the sole means of hearing God’s voice. Again, this is why the church is in such a mess. It has always been God’s order, and it will always be His order, for the Church to be led by the prophetic voice. Yes, we can all hear from God, but still today the prophet issues instructions, warnings and corrections, for this is the assignment of the prophet. Indeed, the assignment of the prophetic has never changed, for it declares and establishes God’s Word and Truth.

Ephesians 2 says, “20 Built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone." The foundation of the apostles and prophets is a biblical concept with Jesus Christ as the chief cornerstone.  1 Corinthians 12:28 says, "God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets." Under the New Covenant, the apostles were those who were personally associated with Jesus and were the first to share the message of Christ. The name "apostle" literally means "sent ones". God, however, still uses the prophetic to guide the Church so that the Church comes into alignment with God’s Kingdom.

Take note, never should it be perceived that the apostles are the most important servants in the Body of Christ. Neither are the prophets. It is true that under the New Covenant, the prophets are called to work together with the Bride, and with all of those who have been called into an office of the ascended gifts of Jesus. For what purpose? Ephesians 4 says, “11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; 14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ— 16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.”

The prophets are called to work with the apostles, teachers, shepherds and evangelists to bring the Body of Christ into spiritual maturity. But it remains God’s order for the prophetic voice to guide, to correct, to realign and to establish God’s will in the Bride. Again, no prophet is of greater worth than any disciple. In fact, the prophets are supposed to be the most humble of people for they speak the Word of God! So while prophecy is designed to bring confirmation, clarity and empowerment to the vision of the church, it also brings correction and discipline. This was the case in the Old Testament.

So yes, in the New Testament, prophecy is not meant to be a stand-alone ministry in the church. Granted, but the prophets play a pivotal role no one else can play, which is to guide, lead and correct according to God’s will. It is about order and assignment. New Testament prophets played important roles in guiding and strengthening the early Christian community, and they still do. In the OT, a prophet could stand alone before God (1 Kings 17:1). In the NT, Paul is clear that we as a church are made up of many members with different gifts in one body, in one team. Prophecy is incomplete without the added value of the other gifts in the church body (1 Corinthians 12:12).

It is said that in the NT, we see less of the individual prophet and more of prophetic teams. Some examples of this are: Judas and Silas (Acts 15:32), prophets and teachers at Antioch (Acts 13:1), the team from Jerusalem (Acts 11:27). We often talk about how a purely OT approach would tend towards prophecy in isolation, separation from the community and a lack of accountability. This is not true. In the Old Testament, you find for example the school of the prophets who were a group of prophets who trained new generations of prophets and lived and worked together in service to the Lord. The schools were located in various places, including Ramah, Bethel, Gilgal, Jericho, Carmel, and Samaria.  The schools were intended to train young leaders who would help guide the nation of Israel in a faithful direction. Experienced prophets mentored younger prophets, who were called "sons" of the prophets. The teacher was sometimes called the "father". Students were expected to have deep spirituality, high mental acumen, and academic excellence. They probably studied the law, history, sacred poetry, and music. The schools are mentioned in 1 Samuel 19:18–24, 2 Kings 2, and 2 Kings 4:38–44. So yes, many prophets did not operate in isolation, just like NT prophets do not work in isolation.

There is a fundamental difference between the Old Testament and New Testament prophets, but this has nothing to do with functionality. OT prophecy by and large revealed the mystery of Christ, and it thus part of the canon of Scripture. New Testament prophecy speaks from a position where the mystery has been revealed and the authority of Jesus established. Any prophetic utterance spoken after the coming of Christ would alter in tone and message, yet it still proceeds from God. So then, If Old Testament prophecy by and large pointed to the mystery of God revealed in Christ, what does New Testament prophecy consist of? If Old Testament prophecy pointed forward to the mystery, New Testament prophecy points back to the revelation - Jesus.

Indeed, some modern-day prophets sometimes get it wrong in this area when they insist that leaders are wrong and that they alone hear correctly from God. This leads to the belief that prophetic input carries greater weight than others. Everybody in the Body of Christ needs to work together, but it should also be noted that those who do speak God’s heart truthfully and will should not be ignored, dismissed or reduced in value. It is because the church constantly devalues the true prophetic voice that we find that the church is in an unstable position and navigating choppy spiritual waters without direction or guidance.

It is said in the Old Testament that prophets were responsible for delivering warnings and judgments. The argument is that in the New Testament, prophecy is meant to provide encouragement, comfort, and strengthening. And this is exactly where the problem comes in. True prophets speak the word of God, and sometimes such a word will correct, realign and rebuke. It is because we have reduced the prophetic to a bunch of people who only encourage and comfort that we find an explosion of false prophets. A true prophet only edifies the Lord, and only speaks His Word and Truth. Sometimes such a word will refine and purge so that we can be realigned with the Vine of life. In our realignment, we find life and hope.

Hebrews 4 says, “12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account.” So yes, at times the Word cuts, and sometimes it heals. For the prophet, they speak not their opinion, nor do they speak from a position of their theological or doctrinal perspectives, but purely from a position in Christ. A prophet is never called to utter his or her own opinion or ideas, but to purely speak what God says. We are also not called to heed God’s word through filters of religion or our beliefs. We are to hear what the Spirit is saying simply on what He says so that we are guided in His will.

In the OT, prophets had the unpopular job of pronouncing warnings and judgments upon people and nations. Under the New Covenant, this sadly does not happen anymore because we only want to pronounce God’s grace, as prophecy is seen as only for ‘strengthening, encouragement, and comfort.’ (1 Corinthians 14:3). The reality is that seeker-friendly churches are very popular, and many ‘prophets’ speak from the flesh to appease the masses for their gain and profit. A prophet cannot decide if they wish to speak something good or negative, but they only speak as the Spirit leads. If it offends, it then offends. If it refines, then let it refine. If it builds up, then it is so.  False prophets and even true prophets who choose not to speak God’s truth have caused the church to become lawless, carnal, and saturated with heresy and demonic teachings. There is very little prophetic correction and guidance. The counterfeit prophetic movement has introduced an environment of lawlessness, egotistical babble and a lot of deceptive nonsense.

Ezekiel 13 says, “3 Thus says the Lord God: “Woe to the foolish prophets, who follow their own spirit and have seen nothing! 4 O Israel, your prophets are like foxes in the deserts. 5 You have not gone up into the gaps to build a wall for the house of Israel to stand in battle on the day of the Lord. 6 They have envisioned futility and false divination, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord!’ But the Lord has not sent them; yet they hope that the word may [d]be confirmed. 7 Have you not seen a futile vision, and have you not spoken false divination? You say, ‘The Lord says,’ but I have not spoken.”8 Therefore thus says the Lord God: “Because you have spoken nonsense and envisioned lies, therefore I am indeed against you,” says the Lord God. 9 “My hand will be against the prophets who envision futility and who divine lies; they shall not be in the assembly of My people, nor be written in the record of the house of Israel, nor shall they enter into the land of Israel. Then you shall know that I am the Lord God.” 10 “Because, indeed, because they have seduced My people, saying, ‘Peace!’ when there is no peace—and one builds a wall, and they plaster it with untempered mortar.”

Many in the Body of Christ act exactly like the prophets of Ezekiel 13. Today the prophets who bring a false word, whether they are intentionally or intentionally false, also follow their spirit and have seen nothing. They have also envisioned futility and false divination. So if the false prophets act exactly like the false prophets of old, why wouldn’t the true prophets also not act according to the same function and purpose as the prophets in the Old Testament?

It is said that modern-day prophets can easily lapse into an OT approach and this is demonstrated when prophecy only points out error; condemns or warns; prophets call for repentance with an underlying attitude of criticism or judgment. Again, this is not just a NT problem with prophets, but also a problem in the OT. A prophet is a servant of God and must act in God’s nature. A prophet functions not in the flesh, but in the Spirit of God. NT prophecy is always consistent with the ministry of Jesus and His revelation of the Father. A prophetic word can sometimes address error, but the prophetic motive is always redemptive and it is brought in love and humility. When a prophet steps out of the Spirit, then the flesh takes over. The prophetic becomes carnal, or even demonic. Anything of the flesh or what is demonic cannot glorify God.

It is also argued that in the Old Testament that prophets were expected to speak the perfect word of God. In the New Testament, prophetic words are said to be subject to being weighed and tested. Yes, God speaks to His prophets, so all prophecy must be weighed. Still today, whoever does the weighing, the prophet must speak the true word of God. Ultimately, all our words are weighed by God.  ‘For we know in part and we prophesy in part,’ (1 Corinthians 13:9). So yes, prophecy must be tested (1 Corinthians 14:29), but prophesy was tested as well in the Old Testament. God did the testing! We are very ignorant if we do not think God does not hear every “prophetic” word spoken. Those who speak with a forked tongue will have to stand accountable before God.  We should never resist feedback on our prophetic words nor react negatively when our prophetic words are not acted upon. True prophets speak what God says, but it is up to the recipient to test it and if proven true, to either act upon it or ignore it.

I have heard arguments that in the Old Testament, people were punished if they ignored or misused prophecy. In the New Testament, there is, of course, no longer the practice of stoning prophets for false predictions. True, but should a false prophet be casually dismissed or ignored? The church is in a mess because so many ‘false’ prophets have been tolerated and have allowed to multiply in the fold of the Faith. Remember, someone who is called to be a prophet can still bring a false word which results from moving in the flesh or a different spirit. Then you also get those who intentionally self-appointed and not called by God to be a prophet by God. They do so for the purpose of self-exaltation or even deception.

The reason why prophecy in the Old Testament was severely judged (except to kill the prophet or to wait to see if the prophecy would come to pass) is that the people were spiritually dead. They had no spiritual paradigm by which to process spiritual information. In those days, their judgment was based on whether or not they liked the word. It is easy to see why, in the Old Testament, they killed prophets who misled them. These men had tremendous influence over their people, as well as entire countries. However, in the New Testament Church, the Christian who receives the word has as much responsibility to judge the word as the one who gave it because both the giver and receiver have the same Holy Spirit living inside them.

I do agree we must be careful of a purely OT paradigm of prophetic ministry. It can send a message of exclusivity and create an unhealthy reliance upon the prophetic minister. After all, we can hear from God, and the Spirit has been poured out for all to be led by the Spirit. But then again, the prophet generally serves the Bride in a corporate capacity, yet can also provide guidance, confirmation and direction on a personal level. Many personal prophecies confirm what the Holy Spirit has already been leading one to do. Remember, we are to be led and guided primarily by the Holy Spirit, not solely by a prophet. Many churches act as cults for the prophet is king and God has been pushed out of the door. So if some prophet prophesies over you and it doesn’t bear witness with your spirit, throw it out! Never allow yourself to be manipulated into doing something you don’t have peace from God about doing! 1 John 4:1 says, “Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world.”

Sadly, prophetic abuse does exist in the Bride because believers are largely ignorant of what the prophetic ministry is. In the Old Testament, what the prophet said was equal to the Word of the LORD, and kings made extremely important decisions at their word, like going to war. Nothing has changed. Still today, the words of a prophet have to be 100% accurate (if led by the Spirit of God). Otherwise, the word is spoken in the flesh or out of the imagination. 

Agabus operated as a New Testament prophet, but he also acted like the Old Testament prophets! He successfully predicted a famine (Acts 11:27-30). He came to Antioch from Jerusalem with some other prophets and prophesied a famine that would negatively affect the people of Judea. The great historian, Josephus, documented this famine as occurring around 46 AD when Claudius was the Roman emperor. So Agabus was right about the famine and it was good that the Christians at Antioch believed his prophecy and compassionately sent an offering to Judea. Agabus was a highly respected prophet otherwise the believers wouldn’t have sent aid to Judea.

The Scriptures instruct us to examine and judge prophecies and hold on to the good because so many are speaking false words. Paul had to do just this with another one of Agabus’ prophecies: “Leaving the next day, we reached Caesarea and stayed at the house of Philip the evangelist, one of the seven. (9) He had four unmarried daughters who prophesied. (10) After we had been there a number of days, a prophet named Agabus came down from Judea. (11) Coming over to us, he took Paul’s belt, tied his own hands and feet with it and said, “The Holy Spirit says, ‘In this way the Jews of Jerusalem will bind the owner of this belt and will hand him over to the Gentiles.’“ Acts 21:8-11

Agabus obviously picked up something about Paul in the spirit and proceeded to speak in faith. Notice the impact this prophecy had: When we heard this, we and the people there pleaded with Paul not to go up to Jerusalem. (13) Then Paul answered, “Why are you weeping and breaking my heart? I am ready not only to be bound, but also to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.” (14) When he would not be dissuaded, we gave up and said, “The Lord’s will be done.” Acts 21:12-14

The other believers unwisely accepted Agabus’ prophecy at face value and took it in a negative sense, that is, they assumed it wasn’t God’s will for Paul to go to Jerusalem to minister. They consequently tried to discourage Paul from going, even to the extent of weeping! Yet notice that Agabus never said it wasn’t God’s will for Paul to go to Jerusalem, he merely informed him of the intense persecutions he would experience by going there. Acts 23:11 verifies beyond any shadow of a doubt that it was God’s will for the apostle to witness in Jerusalem. With this understanding, the obvious purpose of Agabus’ prophecy was to warn Paul of the troubles he would face so that he’d have the grace to trust God and persevere when it happened.

After hearing the prophecy and being discouraged by the others who took Agabus’ prophecy the wrong way, Paul practised precisely what he taught: He weighed Agabus’ prophecy carefully, held on to the good, and made the decision to go to Jerusalem based on the leading of the Holy Spirit. In other words, Paul had peace about going to Jerusalem despite Agabus’ warning and despite the other believers’ discouraging antics.

Agabus’ prophecy was good in that it prepared Paul for the severe persecutions he would face in Jerusalem, but the details of his prophecy weren’t wholly accurate. Agabus said that the Jews in Jerusalem would bind up Paul’s hands and feet and deliver him to the Roman government, but this is not what happened. Nine days after arriving in Jerusalem, the Jews apprehended Paul to murder him, not to turn him over to the Romans; and the Romans saved Paul from the Jews. The soldiers then bound him with chains and took him into custody, but as soon as they found out he was a Roman citizen, they released him. This is all detailed in Acts 21:30-33 and 22:25-30. As you can see, Agabus was a respected prophet and rightly so. He accurately predicted that Paul was going to suffer great persecution in Jerusalem and he was right that Paul was going to be bound hand and foot. This warning helped prepare Paul for his mission and gave him the grace to persevere when persecuted, but – clearly – some of the details of Agabus’ prophecy were off.

What this indicates is that Agabus legitimately picked up something from the Spirit, something Paul needed to hear, but as Agabus spoke in faith he missed some of the details. Frankly, these details are insignificant in the grand scheme of things because it was enough that Paul was warned of the troubles he was about to face. And, remember, Agabus never told Paul not to go to Jerusalem; it was the other believers who mistook the prophet’s words and tried to stop the apostle from going. This information is important because it proves that any prophet can miss a detail even while they legitimately hear from God. This is why believers must test prophecies by the Word of God and the leading of the Holy Spirit. This is what Paul did, and he was blessed because of it. Amen.

Agabus was no different to the prophets of old. He spoke God’s Word. He spoke God’s truth. I don’t see anything that justifies a redefinition of prophecy from the Old to the New Testament. New Testament prophets should not be shy to claim to speak God’s words, yet false prophets today need to be held to account. God still speaks, but the prophetic utterance deals with assignment, mandate, purpose and order.
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Throughout Scripture, the true prophet of God was never a comfortable figure. He was not a spiritual entertainer, a religious celebrity, or a man-pleaser seeking popularity. The prophets of the Old Testament were often regarded as dangerous individuals because they carried something that threatened kingdoms, exposed corruption, challenged false religion, and confronted darkness. Their danger did not lie in physical weapons or political influence but in their unwavering commitment to the truth of God.

Yet the prophetic has not changed. Like the prophets of old, the prophetic voices of today must remain dangerous to darkness. While the prophetic ministry now functions within the framework of Christ's completed work and under the authority of Scripture, genuine prophetic voices are still called to be dangerous; not to people, but to deception, compromise, darkness, and spiritual corruption.

Old Testament prophets were considered dangerous because they spoke God's truth without fear. The prophet's greatest weapon was truth. Kings could silence advisors, imprison critics, and execute opponents, but they could not nullify the word of God. The prophet stood as heaven's representative on earth. When King Ahab saw Elijah, he exclaimed: "Art thou he that troubleth Israel?" (1 Kings 18:17). Notice that Elijah was viewed as a threat. Yet Elijah responded: "I have not troubled Israel; but thou, and thy father's house..." (1 Kings 18:18)

The prophet became dangerous because he exposed the real source of the nation's problems. Darkness always views truth as dangerous. Jesus later declared: "And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." (John 8:32). Freedom threatens every system built on deception.

Many prophets stood against powerful rulers who possessed wealth, influence, and military power. Yet true prophets refused to compromise. When King Balak attempted to hire Balaam to curse Israel, Balaam acknowledged: "If Balak would give me his house full of silver and gold, I cannot go beyond the word of the LORD my God..." (Numbers 22:18)

Although Balaam later fell into compromise, the principle remains clear: God's word cannot be altered by financial incentive. Similarly, Micaiah stood alone against four hundred false prophets. When pressured to agree with them, he replied: "As the LORD liveth, what the LORD saith unto me, that will I speak." (1 Kings 22:14). The prophet was dangerous because he belonged to God, not to public opinion.

Prophets were dangerous because they exposed hidden sin. Many people enjoy encouragement but dislike exposure. Yet one of the prophetic functions is to reveal what darkness seeks to conceal. Nathan confronted David after his sin with Bathsheba. After presenting his parable, Nathan declared: "Thou art the man." (2 Samuel 12:7). One sentence shattered the king's self-deception. The prophet became dangerous because hidden sin cannot survive in the light of God's presence.

Prophets were dangerous because their words came to pass. A prophet whose words consistently came to pass became impossible to ignore. Samuel's ministry is described this way: "And Samuel grew, and the LORD was with him, and did let none of his words fall to the ground" (1 Samuel 3:19). Accuracy gave credibility to the prophetic office. The prophet was not dangerous because he predicted events, but because his accuracy proved that heaven was speaking. His words carried divine authority.

Prophets were dangerous because they confronted false religion. Many prophets spent more time confronting religious corruption than confronting pagan nations. Jeremiah stood at the temple gate. Isaiah rebuked empty worship. Amos challenged religious hypocrisy. Elijah confronted the prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel. The issue was not merely idolatry but spiritual mixture. God declared through Elijah: "How long halt ye between two opinions?" (1 Kings 18:21). The prophet was dangerous because he refused to tolerate compromise.

Prophets were dangerous because they carried holy conviction. Prophets were consumed by zeal for God's glory. Jeremiah said: “His word was in mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones." (Jeremiah 20:9). The prophet was not motivated by personal ambition. He was compelled by divine conviction. Such conviction makes a person immovable.

The New Testament reveals that prophecy continues within the Church. Paul writes, "And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets..." (Ephesians 4:11). The prophetic ministry remains essential for the edification and maturity of the Body of Christ. However, New Covenant prophets operate under the authority of Christ, in submission to Scripture, and in partnership with the Holy Spirit. The spirit of prophetic ministry has not become weaker. It has become Christ-centred.

Every true prophetic voice should threaten the kingdom of darkness. Jesus said in 1 John 3:8, “For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.” The prophetic ministry participates in this mission by exposing darkness and revealing truth. Darkness flourishes where truth is absent. Prophetic ministry brings divine light. "And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them." (Ephesians 5:11). A prophet who exposes darkness becomes dangerous to darkness.

We live in an age of misinformation, false doctrine, and spiritual confusion. The prophet is called to discern truth from error. Paul warned in 2 Timothy 4:3, “For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine." The prophetic voice must stand as a guardian of truth. Like the sons of Issachar: "Which were men that had understanding of the times..." (1 Chronicles 12:32). The prophet should help God's people discern what is truly from God.

Satan is called "A liar, and the father of it." (John 8:44). Every prophetic word rooted in Scripture becomes a weapon against lies. Many believers live beneath their inheritance because they believe false narratives: "God cannot use me", "I am defeated", “The darkness is winning", "Compromise is acceptable." The prophetic ministry confronts these lies with God's truth.

One of the constant battles of the biblical prophets was against false spiritual power. Moses confronted Egypt's magicians. Elijah confronted Baal's prophets. Daniel confronted Babylon's occult system. The New Testament continues this conflict. Paul confronted the spirit of divination in Philippi. "I command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her." (Acts 16:18). The prophetic ministry must never coexist with occult practices, divination, witchcraft, or counterfeit spirituality. A true prophetic voice exposes counterfeits by demonstrating genuine spiritual authority.

Corruption thrives when righteous voices remain silent. John the Baptist confronted Herod. Jesus confronted corrupt religious leaders. The prophets consistently challenged injustice and unrighteousness. Micah declared: "He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good..." (Micah 6:8). A prophet who fears God more than man becomes dangerous to corrupt systems.

Perhaps the greatest need of the modern Church is not more information but more holy conviction. Jesus warned the church of Laodicea in Revelation 3:16, "Because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth." The prophetic ministry should awaken sleeping believers. It should stir repentance. It should call the Church back to holiness, purity, prayer, and devotion to Christ. A genuine prophetic voice does not merely comfort the comfortable; it also challenges the complacent.

A dangerous prophetic voice is rooted in Scripture, filled with the Holy Spirit, bold but humble, truthful without compromise, motivated by love rather than anger, passionate for God's glory, sensitive to God's presence, fearless before opposition, discernment-driven, and Christ-centered in all things. Such a prophet does not seek to destroy people but seeks to destroy strongholds. As Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 10:4, “For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds." 

The prophets of old were dangerous because they carried heaven's perspective into a world comfortable with darkness. Their words exposed sin, shattered deception, confronted idolatry, challenged corruption, and called people back to God. The same spirit of holy courage is needed today. The Church does not need prophetic voices that merely echo culture, seek popularity, or avoid difficult truths. It needs prophetic men and women who love Christ enough to stand for truth regardless of the cost. When a prophet walks in biblical conviction, scriptural truth, spiritual discernment, and holy passion, he becomes dangerous—not to God's people, but to every work of darkness.

Like Elijah before Ahab, Nathan before David, Daniel before Babylon, John the Baptist before Herod, and the apostles before the religious powers of their day, the prophetic voice remains a divine instrument through which God calls His people to repentance, purity, truth, and wholehearted devotion to Jesus Christ. The most dangerous prophet is not the one who predicts the future, but the one who so faithfully declares the heart of God that darkness trembles, deception is exposed, truth prevails, and Christ is glorified.
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Before we look at some of the roles of the prophet, let us remember that prophetic ministry begins in the presence of the Lord. This aspect of the ministry is well described in Jeremiah's challenge to the false prophets. Which of them has stood in the council of the Lord to see or to hear his word? If they had stood in his council, they would have proclaimed his words to his people, and they would have turned from their evil ways and from their evil deeds (Jeremiah 23:18,22).

When the prophet knows the heart and mind of the Lord, he speaks the word of the Lord. He stands before the person as one who has stood before God. Because his words come from the heart of God, they are powerful and effective.

Let us visit Jeremiah 1 v 10: See, I have this day set thee over the nations and over the kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down, to build, and to plant.

This was a very specific mandate on the life of Jeremiah, but if one studies the prophets and knows how the prophetic works, then you realise that the mandate of Jeremiah is very much the broader scope of functionality upon any prophet’s life. Consider for example the mandate to Ezekiel in chapter 2: 3 And he said unto me, Son of man, I send thee to the children of Israel, to a rebellious nation that hath rebelled against me: they and their fathers have transgressed against me, even unto this very day ... 7 And thou shalt speak my words unto them, whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear: for they are most rebellious.

Both Jeremiah and Ezekiel were called to declare the Truth of the Lord, and ultimately to a stiff-necked people, thus those who were rebellious. Ultimately, both of them confronted the counterfeit, and declared the will of God. You can therefore say among the manifested purposes of a prophet are the following:

• T0 pull down

• To destroy

• To throw down

• To build and

• To plant

Let us look at the roles of pulling down, destroying and to throw down.

To pull down is to bring whatever has set itself up against God down. A prophet pulls down what is not godly; thus the prophet will address anything that establishes itself up against the order of God. The prophet can therefore speak out and address demonic principalities, or issues of pride, sin, corruption or evil. To pull down also means to depress spirits. Depressing is lowering or reducing the activity of spirits.

Elijah pulled down Baal prophets and their god before the children of Israel on Mount Carmel even mocking them. "1 Kings 18:26-27: And they took the bullock which was given them, and they dressed it, and called on the name of Baal from morning even until noon, saying, O Baal, hear us.  But there was no voice, nor any that answered.  And they leaped upon the altar which was made. And it came to pass at noon, that Elijah mocked them, and said, cry aloud: for he is a god; either he is talking, or he is pursuing, or he is in a journey, or peradventure he slept, and must be awaken."

In the Old Testament, the false altars were often broken down, because they represented idolatry, rebellion and defiance against God. Altars were places where the divine and human worlds interacted. Altars were places of exchange, communication, and influence. God responded actively to altar activity. The contest between Elijah and the prophets of Baal, involving an altar, demonstrated an interaction between Yahweh and Baal. Noah built an altar and offered a sacrifice to Yahweh. God smelled the aroma and found it pleasing. He responded to Noah's action by declaring that he would never again destroy all living things through a flood. In the patriarchal period, altars were markers of place, commemorating an encounter with God (Genesis 12:7), or physical signs of habitation. Abraham built an altar where he pitched his tent between Bethel and Ai. Presumably at that altar he "called on the name of the Lord (Genesis 12:8).

We see numerous times where the false altars were destroyed, meaning a meeting place or a place of activity that does not involve the one and true living God. In 1 Kings 13, we find how a prophet prophesies against a false altar, while Gideon was told to tear down the altar to Baal and then, in its place, erect a true altar to the glory of God. Thus, a prophet by nature will confront anything and everything that has exalted itself against God, or which is a place of false meeting or divine activity. A prophet is called to decree and declare God’s Word, to counter the counterfeit and to tear down and to destroy all that stands against God’s Truth and His Kingdom.

To destroy means to demolish, make useless, spoil or kill. After taking on the Baal prophets, pulling down their vain imaginations, we read in 1 Kings 18:40: And Elijah said unto them, Take the prophets of Baal; let not one of them escape.  And they took them: and Elijah brought them down to the brook Kishon, and slew them there.

To throw down is to cause something one is holding to drop. The children of Israel and Baal prophets were holding the opinion that Baal was a true god but Elijah threw down that opinion and proved that Baal is an idol and the true God is the God of Abraham. 1 Kings 18:39: And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, The LORD, he is the God; the LORD, he is the God.

The Lord Himself made the following declaration in Jeremiah 31: 28 It will be that as I have watched over them to uproot and to break down, to overthrow, destroy, and afflict with disaster, so I will watch over them to build and to plant [with good],” says the Lord. The Lord, through the declarations of the prophetic, uprooted and overthrew the idolatrous ways of the people, yet God’s intention was clear – to eventually build and to replant. This was achieved when Judah returned from captivity, and today Israel is again a flourishing nation.

The prophet deals with the counterfeit, and thus, a prophet is called to overthrow and destroy the counterfeit. A prophet is called to expose what is false, what is deceitful and what is not from the Lord. We find the following account in 1 Kings 1:  Adonijah the son of Haggith exalted himself, saying, I will be king: and he prepared him chariots and horsemen, and fifty men to run before him. 6 And his father had not displeased him at any time in saying, Why hast thou done so? and he also was a very goodly man; and his mother bare him after Absalom. 7 And he conferred with Joab the son of Zeruiah, and with Abiathar the priest: and they following Adonijah helped him. 8 But Zadok the priest, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and Nathan the prophet, and Shimei, and Rei, and the mighty men which belonged to David, were not with Adonijah. 10 But Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah, and the mighty men, and Solomon his brother, he called not.

This story of Adonijah’s rebellion is at the time of David’s imminent death. David’s intention was for Solomon to become king, but Adonijah rebelled against the king’s wishes, and therefore against the
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Different modes and forms of destroying and planting 
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