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​Introduction
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Paul told Timothy that the Word of God was profitable in the Christian life. It is through the study and practical application of biblical truths that the Christian can live the victorious life. The Abundant Truth Bible Reference Series is designed to strengthen, uplift, and instruct believers through the study of God’s Word.

In this publication

The Exodus from Egypt was a significant event in Israel’s history. God introduced Himself in a particular manner, demonstrating that He was the God of their fathers: Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. To solidify His position as their God, He gave the Law, which at its center was the Ten Commandments. Exodus 20 marks this event. These Commandments would characterize the nation’s identity as the people of God.

The Ten Commandments or Decalogue is a challenging subject of theological study and ethical debate. Its relevancy has both been exaggerated and undervalued concurrently. This shows the magnitude and importance of their principles worldwide. Even belief systems which oppose the Judeo-Christian systems of worship, will incorporate the Ten Commandments into their philosophical beliefs and practices. 

In addition, many secular organizations will use parts of the Ten Commandments in their codes of conduct. Conversely, there is the prevailing belief that the Ten Commandments have no place today, even in the Christian Church. It can be proposed that this is untrue. As an examination of Exodus 20, whose feature is the Commandments, the relevancy in Israel’s time and in the Church presently will be made clear.

In this study of Exodus 20, four areas will be addressed concerning the Ten Commandments: 1) The Reason for the Commandments (The Historical Events which preceded the Law, 2) The Rationale of the Commandments (The Original Meaning and Purpose of the Law), 3) The Reach of the Ten Commandments (Contemporary Application of the Commandments) and 4) The Response to the Commandments.

These areas will not only bring understanding to the overarching purpose of the Ten Commandments, but also demonstrate how their principles are everlasting and have place within the New Testament Church.
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​-Section 1-

The Reason for the Ten Commandments
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(The Historical Events Which Preceded the Law)

Exodus 20 gives a concise rendering of the statutes (commandments) of the living God. To fully understand those Commandments and their application for today’s Christians, we must first start at the root cause of their implementation. It does not begin with the nation of Israel, but with the garden of Eden. 

After man's creation, and the subsequent creation of the woman, we find that God had given only one commandment, that they would not eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil; however, they disobeyed this command. Consequently, they became the progenitors of the most powerful, invisible, force (outside of God) in humankind's existence.

The invisible force was given a name by God – “sin.” The word used for sin (Hebrew חַטָּאָה chatta'ath) is defined as an offence. When God introduces the word sin, He is appealing to Cain to resist it because of the murderous intent that it was festering in his heart. 

If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him. (Genesis 4:7 KJV)

Sin is anthropomorphized by stating that it is lying in wait and that it has a desire or longing. The anthropomorphic description of sin seems to allude to an independent nature of sin and how the human flesh is vulnerable to it. This is clearly what Paul is suggesting in his discourse to the Romans.

Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. (Romans 7:17 KJV)

The entrance of sin becomes the historical event and foundational reason for God’s implementation of the Law, which served as a schoolmaster (not only to Israel, but also to humankind) pointing to Christ. 

Sin’s continual growth and influence resonates through biblical history, almost unchallenged, until the Law appeared as shall be discussed.

The Historicity of Man’s Descent into Sin

From the beginning, the influence of sin is seen to be expanding and escalating. The first sin was disobedience and the second recorded sin was murder. From here, the continual destructive effects of sin are seen. Cain’s grandson displayed no remorse for murder and even boasted that if Cain was avenged, he should be (and more) also (Genesis 4:24). 

After this, the Bible gives a glimmer of hope at the birth of Seth’s son, Enos, whereby men began to call upon the name of the Lord. After this time, the righteous man, Enoch, was taken directly into heaven because he is noted for “walking” with God (Genesis 5:24) KJV). 

Following these events, the increasing sinfulness and wickedness of men culminated in their annihilation. The only survivors of the Flood were Noah and his family. Subsequently, God seemingly became silent in the Biblical narrative concerning humanity’s world-wide descent into various sins through the genealogies listed. 

Who (God) in times past suffered all nations to walk in their own ways. (Acts 14:16 KJV parenthesis mine)

Continuing the present examination, the confusion of languages and forced dispersion of the people at Babel, eventually resulted in the formation of nations with varying religious beliefs, cultures, and sinful practices; in violation of God’s universal moral laws. This phenomenon is seen in the account of Sodom and Gomorrah. 

The Historicity of Abraham’s Call

Everything that God will do for man’s deliverance from sin and for man’s salvation began with God’s call of Abraham. Before briefly exploring the outworking of his call, there is something of note that is usually ignored. In common preaching, teaching, and exposition of Abraham’s initial call, it is asserted that he was called out of paganism and a land where the worship of God was non-existent. 

It is sometimes taught that Abraham’s interaction with God was a “salvation” moment. However, this hypothesis is demonstrated not to be valid from another biblical passage. At Jacob’s departure after 20 years from his uncle Laban, the two made a covenant with one another. Here is the ending of the phrasing of the covenant, 

May the God of Abraham and the God of Nahor, the God of their father, judge between us. So, Jacob took an oath in the name of the Fear of his father Isaac. (Genesis 31:53 KJV Emphasis Mine)

This demonstrates that Abraham’s willingness to follow God’s command was a consequence of an established acquaintance with the God of the universe through his father and forefathers. Abraham call was definite, but it was not an abrupt experience with God, as normally supposed. However, it was unique because its implementation would reverberate throughout all the future generations of humankind.

Continuing the present discussion, the Bible records that after the battle of the kings described in Genesis, God declares Abraham’s righteousness by faith. Then, the event to follow became the defining event in the history of mankind. 

And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect. (Genesis 17:1 KJV)

God appears to Abraham and declares He is the Almighty God. It is to be noted that a command for righteousness was injuncted with this self-revelation. God was exerting His power overall creation. He also was demonstrating His dominance over anything else that was called a god. 

His announcement of Himself was a direct challenge to and displacement of all the gods that humankind had created in defiance of His eternal rule. God proceeds to tell Abraham to walk before Him and be perfect. The Hebrew word translated as perfect (Hebrew תָּמִים, tamin), means whole or complete. 

Since sin is a corruptive element in man’s existence, its presence deteriorates man’s conscience, making him incomplete. It can then be deduced then that God used this word to demonstrate that Abraham’s righteousness (by faith) is a call to spiritual wholeness (i.e. a personal repudiation of sin) to be demonstrated by how he walked (i.e. lived) before the Lord. 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob continued to know, that is, experience Him as the God who had absolute power, as opposed to the gods of the nations which surrounded them, who called for holy living. This foundational of theme of worship (of the true God) and righteous living revealed in this opening verse of Genesis 17, is echoed in the Law and more specifically, the giving of the Ten Commandments. 

It is also revealed at this time that the defining element of Abraham’s prophetic ministry would be procreation. However, it had to be done according to God’s plan, it would be revealed that it would be accomplished through his barren wife Sarah, not through Hagar and the offspring (i.e. Ishmael) by her. 

Accordingly, the Jews throughout their history, took extra pride in their heritage and lineage, which contributed to their future despising of the Samaritans whose forefathers mixed with their heathen subjugators after the ten northern tribes’ captivity (2 Kings 17:41).

God, in this prophetic vision, continued to reveal that this promised seed, according to the flesh, would be entrusted with God’s oracles, which would eventually comprise the Ten Commandments. He stated that his descendants would be delivered from slavery. And accordingly, they would possess the land promised to Abraham, after the sin of the surrounding nations was at its fullest. God’s call of Abraham began His visible work of dealing with sin; culminating
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