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			A Note from Mark

			 

			Have you ever experienced a miracle? Witnessed one? Been part of one?

			I know many people who would answer “No.” But with all due respect, you have never not. We are surrounded by a million little miracles! In fact, let me push that envelope—you are one! Yes, you. Of course, that isn’t a testament to you. It’s a testament to the God who made you.

			You are fearfully and wonderfully made. Your body is an intricate ecosystem with trillions of cells. The organs and systems that work in harmony with one another are nothing short of miraculous. And the same can be said of your brain. The most powerful supercomputer on the planet can’t do what your brain does! You are a miracle. Don’t let anyone tell you otherwise!

			More than eight billion people live on planet Earth, but not one of them has your fingerprint. The same is true of your eyeprint and sweatprint. And when it comes to your voiceprint, no other voice exactly matches your audio frequency!

			Why did God make us this way? To remind us that each of us is invaluable and irreplaceable—a walking, talking miracle.

			Remember the old axiom: Fact is stranger than fiction? It’s true. We live on a planet that is spinning at 1,000 miles per hour while speeding through space at 67,000 miles per hour.[1] How do we not get dizzy? Or fall off? We are glued by gravity—and, I might note, just the right amount. If gravity were any stronger or weaker, it would radically alter reality as we know it. Everything from blood circulation to ocean tides is a function of gravity, as is your vertical leap.

			When was the last time you praised God for gravity? I’m guessing never, but I hope that changes during this study. The truth? We owe the Creator a heartfelt thanks for all four fundamental forces—gravity, electromagnetism, strong nuclear force, and weak nuclear force. Nearly everything we enjoy is a result of these fantastic four. It’s how we watch television. It’s why we can stick a magnet to a fridge. It’s how planets stay in orbit.

			Simply put, “a million little miracles” is an understatement. There are also a billion big miracles. And lots of miracles in between.

			But back to my original question: Have you ever experienced a miracle? Throughout this study, I hope you come to the realization that you’ve never gone a day without a miracle. And you never will. That’s worth celebrating! Instead of taking them for granted, take them for gratitude! Why is this so important? Because whatever you don’t turn into praise turns into pride.

			We’re going to dig deeper into these realities in the pages of this study. We’re going to explore these everyday miracles, pinpoint the proper Source of those miracles, and identify the right response.

			Are you ready to wrap your mind around a million little miracles? Let’s go!

			—Mark Batterson

		

	
		
			How to Use This Guide

			 

			Start each session in this study guide by reading the corresponding chapter in the book A Million Little Miracles. (Read chapter 1 of the book before engaging session 1 of the study guide, chapter 2 before engaging session 2.) As you read, remember to allow yourself—and God—whatever space is necessary to work in your heart and mind.

			As you work through each session of the study guide, you’ll find four sections designed to help you absorb and apply the major themes of the book:

			
					
					Start with a Miracle: Each session will begin with a quick meditation on something miraculous in our world—something that points us toward the reality of our Creator and the way He works in our lives. This section will also give you a chance to think about your own experiences with these kinds of miracles.

				

					
					Study the Words: Next, you’ll spend some time digging deeper into the primary themes covered in the chapter. This material will reinforce what you’ve read, including callouts of key passages. It will also provide an opportunity for you to record your own thoughts and answer key questions connected with those passages.

				

					
					Study God’s Word: Now it’s time to focus specifically on Scripture. You’ll read a short passage that expands or illustrates the main theme of the session, and you’ll work through questions designed to help you unpack the text and connect it with your life.

				

					
					Carpe Wonder: Carpe diem means “seize the day,” and it’s a great way to live. But let’s up the ante and carpe wonder. In this final section, you’ll find opportunities to implement important principles from the session. You’ll identify specific ways to apply those principles to your everyday rhythms and routines.

				

			

			All the material in each session works well for both personal study and group interactions. That said, miracles love company! I encourage you to gather with a group of people to unpack each session. If you do, be sure to use the prompts and questions included in the Leader’s Guide at the back of this resource.

		

	
		
			Taking Notes
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			When you see the pencil icon above, you may want to fill out your answers on a separate piece of paper or use the notes functionality on your eReader.

			If you are using a touch-screen reader or app, simply hold your finger over the first word in the line and then select “Note” to create a note and begin typing your answer.

			If you are using a non-touch-screen reader, move your cursor up to the line where you want to enter an answer and then begin typing to create a new note.

			You can then reference your answers anytime you are reading the ebook as they will be stored as notes on your device.

		

	
		
			
			Session 1

			Count the Stars

			 

			
				Based on chapter 1 of A Million Little Miracles.

			

			Start with a Miracle

			Did you know scientists have snapped pictures of black holes in intergalactic space? Not just one either. They’ve photographed multiple black holes—including Sagittarius A. It’s a supermassive black hole at the center of the Milky Way. Though the pictures themselves may not be as impressive as the ones taken by the James Webb Space Telescope—the black holes look like colorful donuts—the fact that they’ve been photographed at all is a monumental feat. They are black holes, after all!

			Black holes exist thousands, tens of thousands, even millions of light-years away from Earth. Some are small enough to fit in your pocket, yet stellar black holes can be twenty times as large as the sun. And some supermassive black holes have a mass that is millions to billions times the mass of the sun. They are so dense that nothing can escape their gravitational pull—not even light.

			Think about that last point for a moment. When we look at a photograph of a black hole, we are seeing what is unseeable. We’ve captured something that captures light itself. We have the privilege of studying a phenomenon that is unfathomable and in many ways unimaginable.

			What are the chances that humans—such small beings with such obvious limitations—would have the opportunity to interact, even in this tiniest way, with such cosmically significant wonders? Is that not miraculous?

			
				When have you been awestruck by something from
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			Study the Words
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			Study God’s Word
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			Carpe Wonder
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